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NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

Kevin Weedmark photo

Harvest 2023
A farmer south of Fairlight cuts through a fi eld as Harvest 2023 continues. Many farmers say the crop is coming in better than expected after 

a challenging year.

Farmers wrap up harvest for the year
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
With fall being around the corner, most farmers across 

the year.

shorter now, it’s usually a bit wet and dew in the morn-
ing” said Murray Bruce who farms near Moosomin.

bit longer.

nature,” Bruce said laughing. 

“We’re going to need some recharge this fall, or early 

need a little recharging between now and seeding time 

Bruce said the biggest challenge he faced during this 

would likely be the biggest challenge.”
Continued on page B9
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CK
25-40 HP
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$3625
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    84
UP TO

UP TO

(select CK models only)

*Offer available July 1, 2023 – September 30, 2023.   Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in CAD dollars.  Additional fees including, but not limited to, taxes, freight,

setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. 

Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use

only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, CK20, DK10, DK20, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – December 31, 2023. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change

without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2023 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

Universe  
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK 

306.645.2669 
www.universesatellite.com
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 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

Premium treatment that
helps to prepare the
sprayer for the cold so
that when spring arrives,
start-up time is faster.
It also aids in extending
the life of the equipment.

18.9 LITRE PAIL
RATED TO -50º C

SPRAYER ANTIFREEZE 
IN STOCK!

Kids had a lot of fun at the Rocanville
Museum’s Annual Threshing Day

Above is Leif Craig in the hay pile. Below left and right are kids playing 
with the activities that were available at the Rocanville Museum’s Annu-
al Threshing Day that took place on September 16. See pages B16-17 
for more photos!
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TIME TO DIG DEEPER

Saskatchewan Potash 
Grows Communities
bring to communities.

AVERAGE SALARY

PROVINCIAL 
SALES TAX

PROPERTY TAX PROVINCIAL 
INCOME TAX

CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

SASKATCHEWAN ROYALTIES AND 
PRODUCTION TAX PAID IN 2022

timetodigdeeper.com

per year

in wages paid annually

invested annually 
per site

employees

= Million
Billion

Million Mil.
Mil.

Million



BY LEIGH ANDERSON
FCC SENIOR ECONOMIST

As the 2023 crop harvest is nearing the halfway point 
across Canada, attention has already turned to next year. 
This is FCC’s preliminary estimate for the 2024 crop input 
market.

Fertilizer market outlook
Fertilizer prices reached record highs in 2022 as the 

world faced supply issues following Russia’s war against 
Ukraine. This resulted in Europe curtailing production 
due to high natural gas prices. However, the global mar-
ketplace was resilient in increasing fertilizer supplies, and 
high prices resulted in demand contraction in many of the 
world’s poorest agriculture regions. As a result, fertilizer 
prices have continued to soften over the past year (Figure 
1).

European natural gas prices will continue to be on the 
radar for 2024, but there seems to be less uncertainty re-
garding global fertilizer nitrogen capacity. For one, China 
has re-entered the urea export market, and global potash 
prices remain soft.

Our preliminary assessment indicates that fertilizer 
prices are expected to remain under pressure into early 
2024 but recover as seeding in North America approach-
es. Given current drought conditions in Western Canada 
and the U.S. mid-west, volume in the fall application pe-
riod is expected to be weak.

The drought in western Canada and the excessive 
moisture levels in eastern Canada will impact fertilizer 
demand in 2024. Farm input retailers have an opportu-
nity to continue growing their soil sampling business (e.g. 
4R’s) as they work with their customers to determine the 
optimal fertilizer application levels and any fertilizer re-
siduals left in the soil from the drought.

Fuel
Slowing global economic growth is expected to result 

in diesel prices trending lower in 2024. Our preliminary 
estimate indicates that farm diesel prices will be 2.8% 
lower in 2024. However, continued global uncertainty, 
including Russia’s war against Ukraine, OPEC+ supply 
cuts, and relatively low levels of U.S. distillate (e.g. die-
sel), could keep prices elevated.

Chemical and seed
Continued recovery in global production of agrochemi-

cals and softer demand has led to increased global sup-
plies. Overall, global prices have moderated for both 
glyphosate and glufosinate. The Canadian market will 
largely depend on domestic supplies and demand.  

The commercial seed market uncertainty remains con-
cerning the impact of the 2023 drought on seed for the 
2024 growing season, including production costs. Particu-
larly for canola seed, it will largely depend on the ability 
for growing seed supplies in South America during the 
off-season this winter.

We anticipate that the Canadian crop input market will 
grow modestly in 2024, and several factors might impact 
pricing and sales in 2024.

Issues to monitor
1. El Nino and drought monitor: El Nino is expected to 

continue into early 2024 and bring warmer temperatures. 
In anticipation of another year of dry and hot weather, 
Canadian producers may look to early maturing variet-
ies if moisture issues persist for the 2024 growing season. 
Crop-input retailers promoting early maturing varieties 

2. Farm revenue trends: Canadian crop receipts for the 

of canola and wheat. The drought is expected to reduce 
Canadian grain, oilseed and pulse production by 13%, 
which could weigh on year-end crop receipts for 2023 

remains key to crop input sales. Pre-purchase trends for 
the remainder of 2023 may provide an early indication of 
what the sector can expect for 2024.

3. Economic slowdown and interest rates: Interest rates 
may have peaked already, as noted by the Bank of Cana-
da’s decision last week to hold their policy rate constant. 
We expect interest rates to decrease by the second half of 
2024 as the global and Canadian economies weaken. In-
terest rate spreads between Canada and the U.S. will be 
important to monitor as it impacts the value of the Cana-
dian dollar. See the Economic and Financial Market Up-
date for continued monitoring of macro-economic issues.

Bottom line
Preliminary estimates indicate that the 2023 drought 

in North America will negatively impact the crop input 
market in 2024. The biggest wild card for farm input pro-
viders is the demand for fall fertilizer application and pre-
pay business for the upcoming growing season. Expecta-
tions that El Nino will last longer into 2024 will continue 
to drive business decisions on the farm, including soil 
testing, spray decisions and what varieties to plant.
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Figure 1: Canadian fertilizer price trend and 
forecast

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK  •  306-434-6909

Precision 
 Farming Displays

Autosteer 
 Systems

Application 
 Control Systems 

And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

SUPPORTSUPPORT
PLANSPLANS

Includes phone support for the year (during and af-
ter-business hours), on-farm calls throughout the 
growing season, pre-season calibrations/software 
upgrades, operator training and in-fi eld tuning of ma-
chinery and technology functions

MY Precision Ag is now an Ag Leader Technology 
dealer. Ag Leader monitors, receivers, steering 
systems, product control, water management 
solutions, data solutions, harvest solutions and 
more available!

Now Open 7 days a week from dawn until duskNow Open 7 days a week from dawn until dusk

Admission by donationAdmission by donation
To get there, follow signs on Highway 41, To get there, follow signs on Highway 41, 

Highway 8 north of Moosomin, Highway 308, Highway 8 north of Moosomin, Highway 308, 

or use Google Mapsor use Google Maps

McAuley Corn Maze

44:2:c

2 miles north on Hwy #8   |   Moosomin, SK   

Call or Text 306-435-5800
www.rpmserviceltd.com

PARTS &
SERVICE
Keeping your equipment running
is our top priority.  Our team of 
experts have access to parts and 
are trained for all of your service 
needs - reducing your downtime 
when it matters most.  Whether you 
run a large or small farm, you can 
trust us to provide the service and 
support that your operation needs.

MODELS AVAILABLE:

ALL TRAILERS COME STANDARD WITH:

• 32' Bumper Pull
• 37' Gooseneck

• 32' Gooseneck
• 42’ Gooseneck

• 7000lb Brake Axles
• Break Away Kit
• 235/85/R16 14 Ply Radials
• LED Lighs
• Enclosed Wiring Harness
• 12,000 lb Spring Loaded Jack
• Primed with 

Rust Inhibitive 
Primer and
Top Coat of 
Acrylic Enamel 
for Long Paint 
Life

A first look at the 2024 crop input market
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Sept 28th

The gloves are off and the 

aprons are on for Flaman 

Moosomin’s BBQ Battle!

This fierce but friendly pig roast 

competition sees two staff team 

vying to boast the best roast.

September 28th 

5:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Pig Roasting

Delicious Sides & Desserts 

Door Prizes

Desserts, Sides, and Door Prizes!

 In celebration of our new renovations 

we invite you to a different kind of  

customer appreciation BBQ.

52:1c

23094BS0

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Quality Wor k at Com petitive Prices

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 Farm Services

Line Locating
Backup 
Generators

Trenching
Backhoe 
Services
Gemstone Lights

306-435-3954
Moosomin, SK • tomselectric@sasktel.net

BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM 

INITIATIVE REPORTER
On Thursday, Sept. 29, 

an information session 
about polycropping and its 
role in climate change miti-
gation will be happening in 
the Moosomin area from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m.

The event will be orga-
nized by the South of the 
Divide Conservation Ac-
tion Program (SODCAP) 
and Living Lab - Central 
Prairies. 

It will include a farm 
tour at the Adam Knut-
son Ranch in Wapella, fol-
lowed by a presentation 
by Dr. Bart Lardner from 
the University of Saskatch-
ewan, and an overview 
of producers’ experiences 
using polycropping at the 
Moosomin Legion for the 
remainder of the day.

“The farm tours will go 
to Knutson Ranch where 
we’ll look at some poly-
cropping that he’s swath 
grazing out there,” said 
Trevor Green, one of the 
speakers at the event.

“Then we’ll come back 
to the Moosomin Legion 
for a couple discussions on 
polycropping, and to hear 
about some of the different 
options, to talk to some of 
the people who have tried 
it to see what works and 
what doesn’t work.

“Dr. Bart Lardner is go-
ing to speak about what 
they’ve done at the beef 

farm in Lanigan.
“Cindy Green and my-

self are going to talk about 
some of the programming 
available, and about our 
experiences with polycrop-
ping.”

Polycropping is the prac-
tice of growing more than 
one crop species in the 
same space, at the same 
time. 

The purpose of the event 
is to showcase how envi-
ronmental friendly poly-
cropping is, and the role 
it plays in reducing the 
amount of carbon diox-
ide released in the atmo-
sphere.

Green said he hopes to 
see people come out to the 
event to learn more about 

polycropping.
“The biggest thing for us 

is polycropping has given 
us options for farming,” he 
said.

“You put a polycrop in 
and if its dry like this year 
we ended up draining ours, 
but if it had been a good 
year, we could have used it 
for feed, or swathed it for 
swath grazing, but it gives 
you an option over just 
having a straight  path.”

Green spoke about the 
environmental impacts 
polycropping has on farm-
lands.

“If you look at a lot of 
conventional grain farm-
ers, their crops are brown in 
the spring. They then grow 

a crop, and now they’re 
all brown and combining, 
but then they’ll be brown 
(in winter) and nothing is 
growing and actively pho-

he said.
“Whereas if you have a 

under the snow in Novem-
ber and there’s still green 
plants withering under 
that snow that’s photosyn-
thesing and sinking carbon 
into the soil.”

The event will focus on 
the challenges and oppor-
tunities that come with 
polycropping, and provide 
a chance for farmers to ask 
any questions they might 
have. A few of the speakers 
that will be present at the 
event include Kelly Wil-
liamson of SODCAP, Trev-
or and Cindy Green, Dr. 
Bart Lardner of U of Sask., 
and Bridget Andrews, 
Executive Director at Sas-
katchewan Association of 
Watersheds. 

People can register for 
the Polycropping’s Role 
in Carbon Sequestration 
event by emailing info@
saskwatersheds.ca, or call-
ing (306) 541-9902.

Participants for the event 
will meet at the Wapella 
CDS Hall, to all travel to-
gether for the farm tour. 
From there, participants 
will head to the Legion 
Hall in Moosomin for pre-
sentations and supper. 

Public event about polycropping 
and climate change mitigation on Sept. 29



BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE 

REPORTER
Growing projects in Saskatch-

ewan play a major role in sup-
porting the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank mission of alleviating 
world hunger.

Rick Block, Regional Repre-
sentative for Saskatchewan of 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, said 
the province alone contributed 
$2.7 million last year to the non-

the Foodgrains Bank brought in 
a total of just over $21 million in 
donations,” said Block.

“That’s by individuals, that’s 
by businesses, and also numer-
ous growing projects and com-
munity events in Canada. 

“There would be approximate-
ly 200 growing projects and com-
munity events across Canada. 

“In Saskatchewan we have 
more of the community events, 
as well, we have somewhere just 
over 40 of these growing proj-
ects.”

Funds raised from growing 
projects and community events 
are donated to the Canadian 

-
tion then provides food assis-
tance for people in need around 
the world. 

The federal government 
matches donations to the 
Foodgrains Bank, allowing the 
help to go further.

“Of that $21 million of dona-
tions, Saskatchewan raised $2.7 
million of that total, and of that 

$2.7 million, about $1.2 million 
came from growing projects and 
a few community events,” Block 
said.

that 45 per cent mark, and we re-

“It might go down to 40 per 
cent if you look nation wide, but 

of our donation income that re-
ally comes from the concept of 
people working together saying, 
‘hey, we’re better off working to-
gether to help alleviate hunger.’

“That’s really been a blue-
print of the Foodgrains Bank 
since day one, you even see it 
in the structure throughout the 

-

together, we’re able to accom-
plish a lot more than if we were 
each individual agency doing its 

down to the community grass-
roots level. Harvest of Hope is a 
great example of that.”

Harvest of Hope, 
largest project in 
Sask.

One of the growing projects in 
the province that contribute to 
Canadians Foodgrains Bank lo-
cally, is Harvest of Hope in Moo-
somin.

Last year, Harvest of Hope 
brought in revenue of $130,000 
and after input costs, an estimat-
ed $70,000 was donated to the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

For this year, there are close to 
35 growing projects in Saskatch-

ewan.
“There’s 33 registered projects, 

two of them are in limbo, but one 
of the projects, which is called 
Grow Hope Saskatchewan  has 
six locations,” said Block.

“It’s a bit of a network of farm 
families that offer acres. There 

Foodgrains projects.
“Harvest of Hope in Moo-

somin really represents all the 
pieces of a traditional growing 
project.”

With Harvest of Hope being 
one of the largest growing proj-
ects in the province, Block was 
asked how it compares to other 
projects.

“It’s typical in the way it’s 
structured, in the way it’s orga-

“You see a great cross-section 
of people that are involved, busi-
nesses will step up. For exam-
ple whenever we are going out 
there, the Credit Union will say 
let’s provide lunch, Borderland 
Co-op will provide fuel, compa-
nies are saying we’ll bring ma-
chines, along with individuals 
who are offering the use of their 
machines and their time.

“One of the things that’s very 
unique with Harvest of Hope is 

project in Saskatchewan.
“There are a few larger across 

Canada, but only a few, my guess 

Harvest of Hope is at 288 acres, 
farming two quarter sections.

“We talked a little bit about 
the risk in farming, there’s even 

risk in starting up a fundrais-
ing project, Particularly in those 

was not being donated, and this 
group had to raise funds in order 
to essentially pay the rent on that 

hopes there would be enough in-

to afford rent for next year, and 
any necessary inputs that maybe 
weren’t being covered. 

input. Often we see projects that 
are 80 acres or 100 acres, they 
can get a lot of their inputs often 
covered, but at 288 acres, that’s 
going to require a good amount 
of partnership building and also 

“I really credit the Moosomin 
Harvest of Hope for the way 
they’ve done that. They have 
done that very successfully.”

Block said growing projects in 
Saskatchewan are all spread out 
across the province.

“If I did a formal count, per-
haps we would see a little bit of 
a concentration in the southwest, 
maybe an hour or so centred 
around Swift Current,” he said.

there are individual farms and 
farmers that continue on an an-

be registered as a growing proj-
ect, but they’re providing grain 
donations on an annual basis, it 
almost acts like a growing proj-
ect. 

“There is a real concentration 
of growing projects around Yor-
kton, but there is also quite a 
few individuals who are an hour 
radius around Yorkton where 
there’s lots of folks who support 
the Foodgrains Bank. 

“The third area I would 
point out is north of Saskatoon, 
through the traditional Men-
nonites towns there is one large 
project that isn’t a growing 
project, but it’s a community 
event. There’s lots of individu-
als who contribute as well to 
the Foodgrains Bank, but there’s 
foodgrains supporters all over 
the province. 

“We’re in our 40th anniver-
sary year, and there’s always 
new people coming to the table 
to support our work, and there’s 
people who have been doing it 
for 40 years.”

Local projects help 
alleviate world hunger

With each initiative help-
ing to contribute to Foodgrains 
Bank goal for alleviating world 
hunger, Block explained how 
many people the foundation has 

helped world-wide.
“The total grant money that 

Government of Canada) was 
approximately $43 million,” he 
said.

“They have a number of grants 
that match what donations are 
doing. When you combine the 
donations of Canadians, govern-
ment grants, and there’s even ad-
ditional grants that are brought 
in, it means that on an annual 
basis last year we programmed 
about $82 million of emergency 
food assistance and long term 
food security work internation-
ally. 

“That $82 million reached just 
over a million of people in total 
this past year.”

Block spoke about what he 
thinks motivates farmers across 
Canada to volunteer for projects 
like these.

“This is now my eighth har-
vest with the Foodgrains Bank. 
I’ve gone through a decent num-
ber of years and talked with lots 
of farmers,” he said. 

“Obviously my sample would 
be Saskatchewan, but I think it’s 
representative of farmers across 
the country. 

“There’s a number of different 
motivations, some farmers are 

they see what some of their 
neighbors and friends are lead-
ing in their community. They 
understand the real importance 
of getting together and helping 
those that are less fortunate.

“That would be the motivation 

closer into the central mission of 
the Foodgrains Bank, there are 
many farmers who understand 
the risks of growing food, they 
understand the risks of their live-
lihood being tied to a larger mar-
ket, so many forces beyond their 
control, let alone the weather.  

“Intuitively, and in their own 
experience, they get the sense of 
what happens when these things 
don’t co-operate and the possi-
bilities of not being able to pro-
vide for your family. 

“In Canada we have lots of risk 
mitigation tools, like crop insur-
ance and whatnot, usually most 
farmers say at the end of the day, 
even if the whole year’s a bust 
we’re going to make it, and we’ll 
get through until the next year, 
but they identify that’s not the 
case for many small holder farm-
ers around the world.

“Obviously, that pulls a lot of 
heartstrings and people want to 
be involved in that.”

Continued on page B8
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Local projects help Canadian Foodgrains
mission for ending world hunger 

Kyle Penner of Harvest of Hope (left) and 
Rick Block, Saskatchewan Regional Represen-
tative of Canadian Foodgrains Bank during last 

year’s harvest. 
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We will buy your  

cattle direct off farm

 One of the biggest licensed bonded order  

 buyers in Canada.

 Respected and trusted for 40 years

 Customers across Canada and the U.S.  

 giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all  

 qualities and classes of cattle

 Never charge selling fees, which means more  

 profit per head (up to $25/head over selling  

 at Auction)

 Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book  

them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:

 Jason: 306-435-7767         Matt: 306-728-1582 

 John: 306-434-7778 Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin  

on Hwy #1

Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)

47:2:C

Relief Water Treatment and
Distribution Operator / Labourer

The Municipality of Russell Binscarth invites applications 
for the position of Relief Water Treatment Plant Operator / 
Labourer. The Relief Operator is responsible for the Regional 
Water Treatment plant operations and associated Distribution 
System, Municipal Sewage Collection and Treatment systems. 
The individual will also be required to perform a variety of other 
duties as assigned within the Public Works department. 

Preference will be given to individuals who have achieved 

Candidates are required to have successfully completed 
Grade 12 and possess a valid Class 5 Manitoba Drivers 
Licence or equivalent and have access to a vehicle.

Salary will be commensurate with education and experience.

in person or by mail / email to:

Municipality of Russell Binscarth

Box 10, 178 Main St. N. 

Russell, MB. ROJ 1WO

RE: Relief Water Treatment Operator

jfi elder@mrbgov.com

Further details and job description can be obtained on the 
Municipal website www.russellbinscarth.com 

We thank all who apply but only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

NOW HIRING

Local projects help Canadian Foodgrains 
mission for ending world hunger 

Continued from page B7
“A little bit closer and more into the heart of the 

Foodgrains Bank identify and mission is that we’re 
known as a Christian  response to hunger. There is a faith 
motivation for a large cross-section of farmers as well. 

“At its core, part of the Christian faith framework is 
that everyone’s created in God’s image and that everyone 
has the dignity of receiving food for today, a sense of food 

security for the coming days, and so part of it is a desire 
to be able to respond both compassionately and gener-
ously, when and where, as possible to help those who 
don’t have enough. 

“I think connected to that, farmers and people in com-
munities really enjoy that the Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
is a Christian organization and I think people at the com-
munity level enjoy being able to say we’re doing this. 

“People from a variety of churches and people who 
are part of any church are simply working together un-
der this mission to help the Foodgrains Bank do its work 
internationally. There’s some motivation in that as well.”

 We have an excellent team 
to serve you in our parts and 
service departments

 Fully trained technicians 
 providing computer 
 dianostics and repairs to all 

makes and models of 
 highway trucks and farm 

equipment

 SGI accredited repair facility

 We perform safety 
inspections

 We carry a large selection of 
heavy truck & trailer parts and 
full line of 49 North 
Lubricant products

 Heavy duty towing and trans-
port with several units ready to 
be dispatched

 If you require Oxygen, 
Acetylene, Mig Mix, Helium or 
Nitrogen we are now an

WE OFFER: 
• Fully stocked parts 
 department for all your 
 heavy truck & trailer parts

 • Light duty winching,   
 towing and hauling with   
 our mobile car hauler
• Highway truck & tractor   
 repairs
• Emergency tire repairs
• Laser wheel alignment
• Used truck & trailer sales
• New grain trailers & 
 boxes for sale
• Welding services & 
 fabrication

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK!
CELL: 306-435-9585

Located at the Junction of Highways #1 & #8 North, Moosomin, SK

ACKLANDS GAS DISTRIBUTOR
Give us a call for more information!

•  We install and replace all           
 types of windshields

On September 7, Sas-
katchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG) announced funding 
for two pulse-related ge-
nomic research projects, 
co-funded through Ge-
nome Canada’s Climate-
Smart Agriculture and 
Food Systems initiative 
(CSAFS). SPG’s over $1.4 
million investment will 
be leveraged for a total 
pulse research and de-
velopment investment of 
over $12.8 million. These 
research projects are each 
four years in duration and 
aim to develop informa-
tion and tools for breed-
ing better combinations of 
wheat and lentil varieties 
in cropping systems and to 
enhance root rot resistance 
and drought tolerance in 
peas.

They include:
• ACTIVATing genom-

ics to accelerate climate-
smart crop delivery, Dr. 
Kirstin Bett and Dr. Cur-
tis Pozniak, University of 
Saskatchewan – $6 million

• PEACE (Pea Climate-

climate-resilient, low car-

as a preferred rotation 
crop through the inter-
disciplinary integration 
of genomic technologies, 
Dr. Marcus Samuel, Uni-
versity of Calgary, and Dr. 
Sateesh Kagale, National 
Research Council, Saska-
toon – $6 million

“This research works 
towards developing tools 
for lentil breeding as part 
of Saskatchewan-based 
rotations and enhancing 

the development of root 
rot resistance and stress 
tolerance in peas utilizing 
genomics technology. SPG 
is happy to support these 
research initiatives, as they 
closely align with our re-
search and development 
strategy,” says Trent Rich-
ards, Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers Board Chair.

These projects will re-
duce the carbon footprint 
of Canada’s food produc-
tion systems by building 
their resiliency, environ-
mental sustainability, and 
economic growth poten-
tial.

Other funders and sup-
ports of these projects in-
clude Genome Canada, 
Genome Alberta, Genome 
Prairie, Alberta Pulse 
Growers, Manitoba Pulse 

& Soybean Growers, Sas-
katchewan’s Agriculture 
Development Fund, Sas-
katchewan Wheat De-
velopment Commission, 
Western Grains Research 
Foundation, and Results 
Driven Agriculture Re-
search (Alberta).

The Agriculture Devel-
opment Fund is supported 
through the Sustainable 
Canadian Agricultural 

$3.5 billion investment by 
Canada’s federal, provin-
cial, and territorial gov-
ernments that supports 
Canada’s agri-food and 
agri-products sectors. 
This includes $1 billion in 
federal programs and ac-
tivities and a $2.5 billion 
commitment that is cost-
shared 60% federally and 
40% provincially/territori-
ally for programs that are 
designed and delivered by 
provinces and territories.

Sask Pulse Growers invests in
genomics research focused on root
rot resistance and stress tolerance
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To place an ad in Ag News call
306-435-2445 or email

world_spectator@sasktel.net

Tree Removal
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Yard Cleanup

Hedge Trimming

306-608-TREE  
(306-608-8733)

DK Tree Removal  
&  Maintenance

20     19

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE 
PARTS DEALER

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE

• SAFETY INSPECTION 
& REPAIR SHOP
• FULL LINE OF 

TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

(204) 522-8451
HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MB VETERINARY 

CARE FOR 
ALL SPECIES

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

98 Cook Rd. Moosomin, SK

306.435.3979

Regular Hours:
Monday - Friday:

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:

8:30 a.m. - 12 Noon

Continued from front
“Farming is very much mother nature oriented, so if 

she’s good to us we usually have a good year. Our busi-
ness is very weather dependent.”  

Farmer in Esterhazy says
harvest has been going well

said Kevin Hruska, who farms in the Esterhazy, Gerald, 
Lagenburg, and Bredenbury areas.

“We’re over the half way mark, we’re well into our 
canola. There’s been several rain delays, but we got our 
wheat done in pretty good time,” said Hruska.

“The canola, we’re rushing it. Canola is delayed a bit 
this year with the later rains and little showers, it’s not 
too detrimental. We needed to by sometime anyways.

“We need seven working days of harvest and then 
we’ll be done.”

With the rainfalls at harvest, Hruska said the rain 
does not have the same impact on canola than it does 
on wheat.

“Moisture and drizzle on canola doesn’t get damaged 
as much as grain does,” he said.

“Canola is an oilseed, it doesn’t deteriorate in drizzle 
or rainy events as much as cereal grain does. The pres-
sure is sort of off because a few rains doesn’t deteriorate 
your quality.” 

Given the dry weather conditions over the summer, 
Hruska said the crops are looking better than expected.

“I would say the yields are closer to average than a 
good, poor crop. I would say I’m speaking for everyone 
that the yields are slightly higher than expected with the 
amount of rain we got,” he said.

“They’re a little better than I thought, you need an ex-

cellent crop to make good money or a bumper crop. An 
average crop hardly makes you much money now with 
the expenses, but that’s farming. That’s been all my life 
like that.

“So far it’s been a relatively smooth harvest, weath-
er is the biggest challenge for harvest, I think, for most 
farmers, and this year, so far, the weather hasn’t been too 
hard for us.”

Crops are in good shape
in the RM of Martin

A farmer in the RM of Martin, Steven Donald, said he 
is surprised with the condition his crops are in, based on 
the lack of rain in southeast Saskatchewan this summer.

“As far as combining, we’re pleasantly surprised for 
the lack of moisture for what we have now,” he said.

“For me, the biggest challenge all boiled down to the 
weather, but at the same time this year was stressful in 
a way, but it wasn’t as stressful as last year, simply be-
cause we weren’t getting the storms.

“The storm season is stressful and when we missed all 
of those, so it takes the stress off, in my opinion.

“Even worrying about if we should be spraying fun-
gicide or not, it was one of those things that it was so 
dry, whether you did or didn’t, I don’t know if it made 
a difference.

“It’s always weather related on our end of things that 
would be the most challenging.”

Compared to last year’s harvest season, Donald said 
his farmland received too much moisture last summer, 
whereas this year, it was the complete opposite. 

“Last year we were unfortunate on our end of things 
because we just got hammered with storms,” said Don-
ald.

“This year we didn’t get any of that, and we were 
lucky enough to get just a few rains at the right time. 
There was no real bad weather instances we had to wor-
ry about, no hail or the stuff we can’t control, but it is 
nice to have some rain.” 

of this week.

said,
“Harvest this year has been pretty uneventful. The 

weather did keep us from going when we wanted to go, 
but as far as getting the crop off in condition in deep con-
dition we’re very happy this year.

“We’ll be getting some spraying done now, we’re ready 
to get on with our fall jobs. All that fun stuff before the 
bails role and the cows come home from the pasture.”

Farmers wrap up harvest for the year

SIDING • METAL ROOFING • SOFFIT
FASCIA • EAVESTROUGHS • CLADDING

306.532.4496
WAPELLA  

  204.725.2294
BRANDONableeaves2@hotmail.ca

Renards
Meat Services
ABATTOIR/PROCESSOR

Junction No. 83 & No. 1 Highways  •  Virden, MB

204-748-1889
Specializing in custom 

slaughtering and processing of 
Beef, Sheep & Lambs.  

Phone: (204) 748-3833 Fax: (204) 748-3835
373 King Street, Virden, MB

A DIVISION OF BRANDON BEARING AG & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY LTD.

Our staff is ready to serve all your welding, machining and 
parts needs in farming, commercial and oilfield repair.

Retailer of bearings, belts, bolts, steel and welding supplies.

Portable
Remote Summer 

Winter Solar Water Systems 
for livestock!

Call for pricing on solar systems, 
wind generators, aeration, service 

and repair on all makes and models.

Welwyn, SK • 306-435-7973 (C) • 306-733-4421 (H)

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street • Stockholm, SK

Dawn Nagy, CAIB
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Kevin Weedmark photo

Harvest 2023
A farmer south of Fairlight cuts through a field as Harvest 2023 continues. Many farmers say the crop is coming in better than expected after 

a challenging year with little rain.

Elize Steyn submitted this photo as part of The World-Spectator’s 2023 Harvest Photo Contest. Her son, John-Ré Steyn, from Eastview Farms 
in the RM of Silverwood took it with his drone.



-
nancial commitment in the development of agriculture 
startups through a partnership with Saskatchewan-based 
AGTECH ACCELERATOR, a venture-backed accelerator 
program founded by Cultivator powered by Conexus, 
Emmertech, and Economic Development Regina (EDR).

FCC is committed to supporting the innovative technol-
ogy that will shape the future of the Canadian agriculture 
and food industry. Through AGTECH ACCELERATOR 
startups can receive the capital and mentorship to bring 
to market the systems, machines and data producers are 
looking for as they advance their own operations to meet 
the growing needs of sustainable food production.

-

Investing in our customers goes beyond day-to-day lend-
ing to include planning for a future that will fully realize 

and technology,” said Rebbecca Clarke, Vice-President of 

“With support from AGTECH ACCELERATOR, Ca-
nadian entrepreneurs can grow and scale with greater 
strength.”

The work of the AGTECH ACCELERATOR program 
highlights the value of investing in these early-stage in-
novations to foster the development of strong companies 
in Canadian agriculture and food.

“Partnerships are a key part of the success of AGTECH 
ACCELERATOR. We are very happy to have the support 
of FCC whose sole business is connected to supporting 
the agriculture and food industry,” said Bre Walkeden, 
Cultivator powered by Conexus Community and Part-
ners Manager.

“Together we can bring forward innovative projects 
that position Saskatchewan and Canada as a highly 
sought-after source of technology, tools and practices that 
will solve challenges and create opportunities for the ag-
riculture and food industry.”

dedicated to the industry that feeds the world. FCC em-
ployees are committed to the long-standing success of 
those who produce and process Canadian food by pro-

-
ment software, information and knowledge.

FCC provides a complement of expertise and services 

designed to support the complex and evolving needs of 

-
dustry and communities it serves. For more information, 
visit fcc.ca. 

Launched in 2021 and founded by Cultivator powered 
by Conexus (Cultivator), Economic Development Regina 
(EDR) and Emmertech (agtech focused venture capital 
fund), the AGTECH ACCELERATOR provides the re-
sources, programming and funding agtech companies 
need to help them scale their companies.

The AGTECH ACCELERATOR is venture-capital-
backed, meaning each Canadian company selected to 
participate in the yearly cohort will receive a $100,000 

Saskatchewan and Canada. To learn more about the AG-
TECH ACCELERATOR, visit Cultivator.ca/agtech
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Hearing & Wellness by Porch Light 
is bringing hearing awareness to 
Moosomin and surrounding com-
munities. We provide top quality 
service with the best technology 
and practices to assist those who 
have been affected by hearing loss 
and to help prevent hearing loss 
from happening. Bonnie Riffel has 
been providing hearing services to 
South East Saskatchewan for more 
than 17 years. She is excited to 

return to her hometown and provide these services in a safe 
and welcoming environment. When in need of assistance, look 
for the Porch Light to guide you.

Open 5  days a week in Moosomin SK.
• Open Monday-Friday, 9:00 - 4:30
• Please call for an appointment

We Offer:
• Hearing Testing
• Consultations
• Hearing Protection
• Assistive Listening Devices
• and much more

Daryl Harrison
Member of the Legislative Assembly
Cannington Constituency

Saluting all our local producers and 
wishing you a successful harvest season!

1-833-670-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

220 Centre Street / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK / S0C 0B0

J & J 
Auto Sales
1-888-963-4040

1610 - 1st Street North  |  Brandon, MB

www.jandjautosales.ca

BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!
160-point inspection on all vehicles
Fresh oil change and free tank of gas with every purchase
All vehicles come with warranty

Specializing in all makes and models of new and used vehicles

FEATURED VEHICLES

2018 Subaru 
WRX ST1

90,277 kms
$39,950

Plus Sales Taxes

2019 Chevrolet 
Colorado 

80,361 kms
$42,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2019 Ford
Explorer

56,662 kms
$39,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2017 RAM
 2500 Laramie 

4x4
116,869 kms

$59,888

2012 Ram
2500 DIESEL

319,148 kms
$28,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2019 Ram
1500 Classic

36,577 kms
$46,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2022 Dodge 
Ram Warlock

36,585 kms
$53,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2021 Chevrolet 
Silverado 1500

66,233  kms

$49,888
Plus Sales Taxes

204-851-0666    

•  Septic Trucks

•  Towing

•  CAA & More

• Washroom Rentals, 

JobJon and PortaPots

•  Water Hauling

Fully Licensed 

Shop
204-845-1003

elkhornauto@mymts.net 
Big & Small Repairs

Safeties

All Tires

Diesel Performance

All Accessories

BICK’S ELKHORN

FCC partners with AGTECH ACCELERATOR 
through venture capital funding



 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, September 25, 2023B12

Ag NewsAg News Next issue: October 30Next issue: October 30
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PARTS  RENTAAALLSS1620 1st Street North  
Brandon, MB   

Phone: 204-808-8088 
pennertrailers.caSALESSS SERVICCCEE

Over 300 New Trailers in Stock, including Car-Haulers, Flat Deck, Gooseneck, Utility,
Cargo, and Stock Trailers. As well as a large inventory of trailer parts and accessories.
We offer complete trailer services performed by qualifi ed technicians.  Services 
include fi fth-wheel and Gooseneck installations, bumper hitch installations, 
brake control installations, trailer repairs and modifi cations, welding repairs, 
and custom built axles.

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am—5:30pm

Saturday 9:00am—2:00pm



A global team of scien-
tists is looking to wheat’s 
past to help it grow into 
the future.

More than two dozen 
scientists have contributed 
to a project that that has 
sequenced and character-
ized genomes of wild and 
domesticated einkorn, the 

wheat species.
Dr. Raju Datla (PhD), 

program lead, resilient ag-
riculture, in the Global In-
stitute for Food Security at 
the University of Saskatch-
ewan is one of the contrib-

utors to the initiative, pro-
viding molecular genetics 
and genomics expertise to 
support the analysis.

-
lished in Nature in early 
August.

-
vances have been made in 
wheat species genomics, 
the species Triticum mono-
cocum (einkorn), repre-
senting the earliest do-
mesticated wheat, was not 

“The research advances 

this article will open sev-

eral new opportunities for 
global and Canadian wheat 

Einkorn, which is still 
grown and consumed to-
day, is a distant relative of 
modern bread wheat (Triti-
cum aestivum). In the Na-
ture article, the researchers 

of modern bread wheat 
originates from einkorn. 

“The insights gained 
from genome sequencing 
wild and domesticated 
accessions allow us to re-
construct the origin and 

Datla.
This research adds to a 

growing body of knowl-
edge regarding wheat ge-
netics that includes other 

researchers at the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan. In 
2020, a team, led by USask’s 
Dr. Curtis Pozniak (PhD), 
sequenced the genomes for 
15 different wheat variet-
ies. That initiative included 
contributions from GIFS’ 
Dr. Andrew Sharpe (PhD) 
and its Omics and Preci-
sion Agriculture Labora-
tory (OPAL).

-
ings, help to improve the 

-
ing programs, allowing 
researchers and breeders to 
more quickly identify use-
ful genes and traits that can 
enhance crop production 
and resiliency.

“Einkorn, the diploid 
wheat species, represents 

genetic reservoir for a 
number of useful traits for 
climate resiliency, disease 
resistance and nutritional 
quality for applications 

Datla.
The international team 

of scientists includes re-
searchers from the King 
Abdullah University of 
Science and Technology, 
the UK Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Re-
search Council, the Con-
sejo Nacional de Ciencia y 

Tecnología, the European 
Research Council and the 
United States Department 

of Agriculture National 
Institute of Food and Agri-
culture.
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GET YOUR

IN A ROW
Car

Ask Sunrise about a 

consolidation loan that’s 

right for you!

sunrisecu.mb.ca

Custom Silage 
Chopping
Full or Partial 

Service Available

TED  
204.512.0754    

GIFS researcher supports international team effort 
to sequence earliest domesticated wheat genome

An initiative to sequence and characterize the genomes of wild and 
domesticated einkorn has found that about one per cent of modern 
bread wheat originates from the ancient grain.



Research led by a post-doctoral fellow 
at the Global Institute for Food Security 
(GIFS) at the University of Saskatchewan 
(USask) is shedding new light into how a 
protein helps plants acquire nitrogen and 
other important nutrients for growth.

Tokizawa’s study shows an Arabidop-

with the latter having fewer lateral roots 
which are critical to help the plant acquire 
more nitrate in nitrate-rich growth media.

Tokizawa’s study shows an Arabidop-

with the latter having fewer lateral roots 
which are critical to help the plant acquire 
more nitrate in nitrate-rich growth media.

author of a new study with Dr. Leon Ko-

and research group lead at GIFS. The re-
-

tory mechanism that helps plant roots 

soils and use them for enhanced growth of 

the soil in search of areas with higher con-
centrations of the nutrient.

-
tives to develop new crop varieties with 
root-related traits that help agricultural 
producers optimize fertilizer applications.

“Nitrogen is the most important nutri-

nitrate from roots has a big effect on crop 

“Root architecture is dramatically al-
tered in accordance with changes in soil 

goals at GIFS is to develop better roots in 
crops that contribute to global food secu-

Plants absorb more nitrogen than any 

based products represent the majority of 

are purchased by agricultural producers 
around the world every year.

the Proceedings of the National Academy 

which plants acquire nitrogen-based fertil-
-

ately available.
The project was born in the pandemic: 

-

revisiting data collected from his graduate 

he worked in the laboratory that initially 

STOP1 that had become associated with 
plant responses to phosphorous and po-
tassium.

-
laborators at Gifu University and other 
colleagues in Kochian’s Root-Soil-Microbe 
Interaction research group at GIFS to 

-
dopsis plants showing STOP1 inhibits the 
growth of lateral plant roots—which grow 
from the primary plant tap root—when 

is involved in plant responses to all three 
-

for plant growth.
“It was surprising to see that STOP1 is 

the protein involved in a number of these 

-

receive the Japanese Society of Soil Science 

and Plant Nutrition’s Outstanding Young 
Researcher Award in September.

Tokizawa said the team’s discovery rais-
es several questions for future research. 

The network of regulators that drive these 

and additional work is needed to under-

the soil and the microorganisms within 
the soil that have a substantial effect on 
soil fertility and crop health. Understand-
ing these interactions is critical to increas-
ing yields and promoting sustainable agri-
cultural systems within challenging—and 
changing—environments.

“It is clear that roots are still relatively 

roles to play in improving crop responses 

“Bigger roots can also sequester more 

size can be done without using too much 
plant carbon also needed for seed yield 

result is optimized fertilizer inputs and 
-

ronmental impact and costs of remediat-
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Fleming, SK 306-435-2074

TUESDAY: 
Wing Night

WEDNESDAY: 
Steak Night

THURSDAY: 
Pizza Night

FRIDAY: 
Appetizer Night
Steak Sandwich 

Special

SATURDAY: 
Caesar Saturday 

& Special 
Burger Menu

NOW OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK
AT 12 NOON

HAPPY HOUR
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

255 Wellington St W, Virden Manitoba
Phone: 204-748-1200

Box 668, 21 Railway Ave, Redvers Saskatchewan
Phone: 306-452-6016  Fax: 306-452-6459

GIFS researchers at USask identify protein that
helps tell plants ‘no’ when nitrogen is low

Dr. Mutsutomo Tokizawa (PhD).

  220 Nelson St. West • Virden, MB • 204.748.2382

Workboots including

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Footwear for the whole family!
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Melita Manitoba
Weekly cattle sales

Let our over 30 years of
Experience work for you!!

WE SELL SALES... SALES SELL US...WE SELL SALES... SALES SELL US...

Melita, MB. R0M 1L0
204-522-6396

Upcoming fall farm & cattle 
sales schedule for

Taylor Auctions 2023

taylorauctions.ca

354 Main St.N - St. Lazare, MB
204-683-2290

stlazaretire@mymts.net

Your local 
Kubota 
Dealer



Rocanville Museum’s Annual Threshing Day took place on September 16. It was a beautiful day for demonstrating the antique machinery, live music, 
food and the Market at the Museum. In the afternoon a large crowd gathered to relive a bit of history during the harvest season with their afternoon 
threshing demonstration. All ages took part in the threshing demonstration pitching wheat sheaves onto the antique conveyor. The machine removes 
the seeds from the stalks and husks and the museum uses the grain to mill their own flour that they will sell at next year’s event.
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Rocanville Museum Day 2023Rocanville Museum Day 2023

Kelsey Selby Photos

Logan, Leif and Mirena Craig working in the blacksmith shop.

Joe Cameron of Bredenbury, left, posing in front of his wooden cre-
ations with Cameron Duncan, right.

Vendors Dorothy Windsor (left) and Deenie Goulden (right) sold 
canned goods and pumpkins.

Lachlan Neville crooned for the crowd throughout the afternoon.
Remiscining on the days of neighbours in Tantallon who had snow 

planes.

Threshing demonstrations took place in front of the museum. Volunteers pitched sheaves of wheat for a large crowd into the threshing machine.

Volunteers operating the 1912 Case steam-powered tractor with 80 
hp.

Father-daughter duo, Anthony and Olivia Kelly, entertained the 
crowd.

The kids zone was busy all day long with different Kids First events.

Right: Daryl Roy and 
his son Logan demon-
strating a 1920s John 

Deere tractor. 

Left: Ray Behrns, 
drove the kids and their 
parents around town on 

the hay ride.

Left :  Brenda and 
Dean Redman come 
from Moose Jaw to 
operate the steam 
engine for the threshing 

machine.

Right: Ron Hilgers 
and his helper pitching 

wheat sheaves.



On Sept. 5, the Govern-
ments of Canada and Sas-
katchewan announced a 
record-breaking level of 
payments under the Sas-
katchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation (SCIC) Forage 
Rainfall Insurance Pro-
gram. 

“While producers face 
ongoing risks related to 
climate change and ex-
treme weather events, the 
support of Business Risk 
Management programs 
provides some level of 
stability against income 
and production loss,” said 
Federal Minister of Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food, 
Lawrence MacAulay. “This 
record high level of pay-
ments to producers is a tes-
tament to the need for, and 
value of, the AgriInsurance 
Program.”

“There is additional sup-
port for our livestock pro-
ducers, as over 90 per cent 
of insured acres enrolled in 
the Forage Rainfall Insur-
ance Program received a 
payment,” Saskatchewan 
Agriculture Minister Da-
vid Marit said. “This is 

participating Crop Insur-
ance customers, in reaction 
to the dry conditions. We 
are seeing this Program re-
spond to producers needs 
where precipitation short-
ages result in feed and pas-
ture shortfalls. I encourage 
producers to continually 
reassess options available 
through the full suite of 
Business Risk Manage-
ment Programs.” 

Total 2023 Program in-
demnities paid are $60.4 
million, across SCIC’s 17 
forage risk zones. While 
conditions vary across the 
province with scattered 
distribution of moisture, 
the 2023 growing season 
realized generally drier 
than average conditions in 
several areas of the prov-
ince. Payments are most 
heavily concentrated in the 
southwest and west central 
regions of the province. 

Forage Rainfall Insur-
ance Program payments 
were issued to participat-
ing producers on Friday, 
August 18, 2023. Crop In-
surance customers do not 
have to register weather-
based program claims with 
SCIC, as indemnities are 
calculated automatically, 
based on information from 
the weather stations. Claim 
payments are based strictly 
on the precipitation data 
gathered at the customer 
selected weather stations 
and the insurance selec-
tions of each individual 
producer. Given the dry 

conditions, customers are 
reminded that Fire insur-
ance remains in place for 
insured Forage Rainfall 
Insurance Program acres 
until March 31, 2024.

The Forage Rainfall In-

surance Program is avail-
able on native and tame 
acres for hay or grazing, 
protecting pasture and 
hayland in the event of be-
low average seasonal rain-
fall at the producer’s se-

lected weather station. For 
more information on the 
Forage Rainfall Insurance 
Program, visit https://
www.scic.ca/crop-insur-
ance/program-overview/
weather-based-coverage/

forage-rainfall-insurance-
program. 

Crop Insurance is a fed-
eral-provincial-producer 
cost-shared Business Risk 
Management Program that 
helps producers manage 

production and quality 
losses. Support for the pro-
gram is provided by the 
Governments of Canada 
and Saskatchewan under 
the Sustainable Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership.
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50 Series Automation
Combine

$1,799
Reg $2,499

4WD Tractors

$999
Reg $1,199

QuadTrac

$1,199
Reg $1,399

10 / 20 / 30 / 40 / 50
Flagship Combine

$1,599
Reg $2,299

80 / 88 Combine

$1,199
Reg $1,599

SP Sprayer

$1,399
Reg $1,599

Hay Forage
(Baler or Discbine)

$499
Reg $599

MFWD / 2WD
Tractors

$649
Reg $799

Skid Steer

$449
Reg $599

Combine Headers

$599
Reg $699

REDSEAL
INSPECTION
PROGRAM

ON PARTS AND LABOUR FOR ALL 
SERVICES PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF 

THE RED SEAL INSPECTION*.  

1 YEAR WARRANTY

ON ALL REPAIRS PERFORMED BY RME AS
A RESULT OF THE RED SEAL INSPECTION.

PARTS AND

SERVICE10 OFF

WITH YOUR RED SEAL INSPECTION AND REPAIRS**:

WITH THE MOST THOROUGH EQUIPMENT INSPECTIONS AVAILABLE

*WHEN INSPECTION IS COMPLETED BETWEEN OCTOBER 1, 2023 AND MARCH 31, 2024. 
INSPECTION MUST BE BOOKED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2023. **SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

PLAN FOR MAXIMUM
IN SEASON UPTIME
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RME’S FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS HAVE EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO OEM:

LEVEL 2

PRIORITY SERVICE
GUARANTEE 

LEVEL 1

OPTIMUM 
GUARANTEE

IDENTIFY WORN, FAILED AND PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE ITEMS BEFORE THEY COST YOU DOWNTIME!

DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS   •   SERVICE BULLETINS   •   SOFTWARE UPDATES   •   PRODUCT UPGRADES 

ALL NEEDED TO ENSURE YOUR EQUIPMENT MAINTAINS PEAK PERFORMANCE.

 See your local Service Sales Manager for full details.  See your local Service Sales Manager for full details.

 - WE GUARANTEE IT!

ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED INSPECTION RATES.
With multiple unit bookings.  

SAVE UP TO
EQUIPMENT WASH AND DETAIL.

BOOK EARLY FOR MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS
LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE

1604 Park Ave.  |  Moosomin, SK 

306-435-3866 
ROCKYMTN.COM

Over 90 per cent of insured forage rainfall insurance
program acres in Saskatchewan receive payout for 2023

Call

306-435-2445306-435-2445

or emailor email

world_spectatorworld_spectator

@sasktel.net@sasktel.net

to advertise!to advertise!
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A proposal led by Dr. 
Chris Todd (PhD) to take 
the Environmental Plant 
Pathogen Interaction Cen-
tre (EPPICentre) to its 
next phase was awarded 
$796,910 in funding from 
the national John R. Evans 
Leaders Fund (JELF).

The fund, run through 
the Canadian Foundation 
for Innovation (CFI), sup-
ports research and research 
infrastructure for innova-
tive projects in Canada. 
The funding for Todd and 
other USask researchers 
was part of more than $113 

million awarded to almost 
400 research infrastructure 
projects across the country. 

USask is a consistent 
leader in agricultural sci-
ence and biological re-
search, with agriculture 
being one of the nine sig-
nature areas of research. 
For Todd—the head of 
the College of Arts and 
Science’s biology depart-
ment—evolving the plant 
pathogen centre is the next 
step in advancing impor-
tant research into crop and 
plant health in Canada.  

“We’re really looking at 

some fundamental ques-
tions of the plant-pathogen 
interaction,” Todd said. 
“It’s going to allow us to 
explore additional oppor-
tunities where a secure fa-
cility would be an advan-
tage.” 

The original EPPICentre 
was developed to explore 
clubroot disease in crop 
plants. Because clubroot is 
a serious soil-borne disease 
and particularly threaten-
ing to important prairie 
crops like canola, hav-
ing somewhere to closely 
study clubroot in an envi-

ronment where it wouldn’t 
be a danger to other crop 
research was crucial.  

“Having the capacity to 
quickly respond is going to 
be really important going 
forward,” Todd said.  

Todd worked with a 
team of researchers, in-
cluding co-applicants Drs. 
Yangdou Wei (PhD) and 
Randy Kutcher (PhD), to 
develop the proposal for 
the second phase of the 
EPPICentre, which would 
provide additional secure 
growth space for propa-

gating plant material to 
continue investigating 
clubroot disease and other 
pathogens as the need aris-
es.  

According to Todd, the 
research team’s needs 
“outgrew” the capacity 

he considers a testament 
to the work being done at 
USask. The hope for the 
evolving facility is that it 
“outlasts” his career as a 
researcher.  

He said USask’s support 
and the CFI-JELF funding 

in looking to expanding 
the EPPICentre was an im-

in the cutting-edge work 
being conducted by USask 
researchers.  

“It’s gratifying that the 
university is supporting a 
project like this. It’s going 
to generate a facility that 
the next generation of plant 
biologists can get trained 
on and use, and potentially 
expand into phase three or 
four or beyond over time,” 
he said.
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CARS   |   TRUCKS   |   ENGINES 

TRANSMISSIONS   |   HORSE TRAILERS 

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 

AIR CONDITIONING   |   SCANS   |   WHEEL ALIGNMENTS 

BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

306-435-1717  
MOOSOMIN, SK

TOWING & REPAIRS

We want to thank all customers 
and other partners for a good and 
inspiring year.

Farming is the future. 
Let’s grow together.

Visit us at vaderstad.com

We want to thank all customers 
and other partners.

USask project to advance plant pathogen 
research receives nearly $800,000

The funding for Dr. Chris Todd (PhD) and other USask researchers 
was part of more than $113 million awarded to almost 400 research 
infrastructure projects across the country.

GEAR UP FOR HUNTING SEASON
FIREARMS // OPTICS // AMMO // ACCESSORIES //  OUTDOOR GEAR

VIRDEN, MB   204-748-2454  SALES@WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

FOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFO, VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM
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On Monday, August 28, 
the University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) hosted del-
egates from Canada’s Sen-
ate Standing Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry 
to inform the committee’s 
study on soil health in 
Canada.

Soils provide many key 
ecosystem services, includ-
ing food production, water 

nutrient cycling. Healthy 
soil is essential to the sus-

Canada’s agriculture sec-
tor, which is why the Sen-
ate standing committee 
is taking a close look at 
the status of soil health in 

-
line and to identify ways to 
maintain and improve soil 
health, ensuring Canadian 
agricultural producers are 

-
ers. 

USask is an international 
-

scape-scale soil science re-
search, with researchers ac-
tively involved in studies 

-
trial and aquatic ecosystem 

scale science to real world 
issues. 

“Soil health research is 

we are facing,” said Dr. 
Angela Bedard-Haughn 

(PhD), dean of the College 
of Agriculture and Biore-
sources. “USask research-
ers are conducting the soil 
health research needed to 
improve human health, 
food security, water qual-
ity, and mitigate climate 
change.” 

“Closely examining the 
status of soil health allows 

to increase adoption of 
those practices that miti-
gate future risk.” 

During the visit, commit-

with USask researchers 

and graduate students in 
the College of Agriculture 
and Bioresources’ soil sci-
ence and plant sciences de-
partments. 

discussion, the delegation 

course at Kernen Research 
Farm where they had the 
opportunity to interact 
with students and learn 

-
tion, landform recognition, 
and soil management. 

For Bedard-Haughn, 
-

to host the committee was 
an impactful way to spread 

deepening the delegation’s 
understanding of the inno-

area.  
“The committee’s study 

will provide a more ac-
curate picture of how soil 
health varies across Cana-

which we can measure fu-
ture efforts,” said Bedard-
Haughn.
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#ShopMoosomin

1-800-880-4533
Guy Wall

(306) 435-0215
Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK  • www.celebrationford.com

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

STOCK#3T024A  SUPERCREW, XTR
   52,000KMS

$46,900
 $
$180/week
  84 Months 

WAS $35,900

NOW 
$27,925

$117/Per Week
84 Months

2019 Kia Sorento

Save 

LX
 AWD
 72,000KMS

STOCK# 2S145A

WAS $103,729

NOW 
$98,498

$384/Per Week
84 Months

2023 FORD F150 

 LARIAT
LIGHTING

STOCK# 3T028

WAS $82,900

NOW 
$80,427

$303/Per Week
96 Months

2022 LINCOLN AVIATOR

RESERVE
 DRIVE IN LUXURY
 18,000 KMS

STOCK# 3P190

WAS $59,900

NOW 
$53,529

$222/Per Week
84 Months

2019 Ford F-150 

Lariat Sport
 36,000KMS

STOCK# 3T079A

Harvest 
Selldown

WAS $29,900

NOW 
$24,589

$104/Per Week
84 Months

2020 Ford Escape SE 

SE
 AWD
 93,000KMS

STOCK# 2S149A

2020 FORD EXPLORER
STOCK# 3S070A XLT, 4X4

 55,000KMS
$47,900

 $
$177/week

   84 Months
Save

$

STOCK# 3P131 SE, 4X4
 30,400KMS

$27,900
 $
$116/week

   72 Months
Save

$

STOCK# 3S119A ST, AWD
 59,000KMS

$62,900
 $
$239/week

   84 Months
Save

$

STOCK# 3T137 TREMOR
 3.5L ECOBOOST

$80,039
 $
$262/week

   84 Months
Save

$

2020 FORD RANGER
STOCK# 3T091A XLT, 4X4

 35,000KMS
$42,900

 $39,007
$163/week

   84 Months
Save

$

 9 FT DECK, READY FOR WORK
 37,000KMS

$62,900
 $
$249/week  

   84 Months
Save

$

STOCK# 3P184 3.5L V6, READY FOR WORK
 47,000KMS

$60,900
 $
$249/week  

   84 Months
Save

$

STOCK# 3S117A
 AWD
 91,500KMS

$27,900
 $
$135/week  Save

$2,922

POWER LIFT, READY FOR WORK
   59,000KMS

$57,900
 $
$299/week  

   60 Months
Save

$
Save

$

Save 

Save 
$2,473

Save Save 

STOCK# 3P189

STOCK# 3P162

FREE 
QUOTES

ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)

CONCRETE
(2008) LTD.

Esterhazy
SHERRI NIXON 
1-306-745-6671 

Cell: 1-306-740-8466
902 Gonczy Avenue • Esterhazy, SK

Moosomin
TREVOR TOPINKA

1-306-435-3860 • 1-800-300-7776
Cell: 1-306-434-7184

Cook Road • Moosomin, SK

Soil health solutions:
USask hosts Canadian Senate Agriculture and Forestry Standing Committee

Students in the EVSC 380 Grassland Soils and Vegetation field course examine Orthic Dark 
Brown Chernozem soil at the Northeast Swale. 



BY PETER CHAPMAN
The next generation of plant-based protein products 

needs to taste good and sell. There are opportunities for 
products that perform like those designed to replace. 
Plant-based is not enough anymore.

Consumers are changing faster than ever. People de-
cided they wanted to reduce or eliminate animal protein 
from their diet. Consumers and the value chain jumped 
on board. These recent changes to the market could be 
a family eating plant-based protein 2-3 nights per week 
instead of trying to do it 7 nights per week.

The shift in shelf space to plant-based proteins has been 
swift. Perhaps too swift. Producers, processors and retail-
ers reacted relatively quickly to get products into the mar-
ket and on the shelf.

Even during the pandemic, we saw the linear footage of 
plant-based protein products expand rapidly. There were 
branded products and private labels. It was interesting 
because retailers often wait to see how products will sell 
before diving in with their brands. Some say retailers let 
the suppliers work hard to establish products and then 
swoop in with their brands. Regardless of perspective, we 
saw many new items in the market.

Regardless of whether they buy for their health or the 
impact on the planet, consumers probably only buy again 
if the product tastes good.

It was apparent there was innovation in processing to 
develop some of these items, which excited people. We 
saw full bunkers devoted to Beyond Meat and other 
brands in the meat department.

Buying shelf space with listing fees is possible, but earn-
ing it with sales and margin is more desirable. We saw 
products getting shelf space with upfront investments 
and the belief from both retailers and suppliers that they 
would sell. Now we’ll see which products are earning 
their space on the shelf with baseline sales performance.

 

It must start with the eating experience. It would be 
interesting to understand the repeat purchase of plant-
based protein products. Consumers will often try some-
thing once, but it must taste good to buy it again.

Consumers will buy again only if the product tastes 
good.

-

chandise these items. Some retailers consider it a category 
within a department, and others put them in natural food. 

suppliers of these items need to do a great job of helping 

stores.
One other opportunity is to reduce the processing and 

simplify the ingredients. Ironically, people choose to eat 
‘healthier’ with these products, but they’re more pro-
cessed and contain more preservatives than their compet-
itors. As processors learn more about the items and how 
to produce them, I hope we see less processed and more 

natural products and ingredients.
Consumers, suppliers and retailers have been excited 

about these changes to the market. This year we will get a 
much better indication of which plant-based proteins will 
pay the rent and stay on the shelf.
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Are plant-based proteins here to stay?

Whitewood, SK
(306) 735-4328

Kipling, SK
(306) 736-5328

Moosomin, SK
(306) 434-9323

admin@fl atlandplumbing.ca

Don’t forget to book your
ANNUAL FURNACE INSPECTION

Inspect and bid on a huge selection of farm equipment, trucks, and more 
at upcoming unreserved auctions.

For complete listings, scan the QR code to see 
our Fall Auction Guide, or download it at 

500 Maple St • Esterhazy, SK

306-745-3952
Lynnette Bock

B.A., J.D.
Rocanville 

Branch
Fridays

306-645-4552
Andrew Agencies 

Building

Proud to serve the 
local agricultural 

community!
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Beautiful 2023 harvest photos submitted by Donna Beutler.

I love the feeling that washes over me at harvest time 
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(306) 435-2220
505 MOOSE ST. • MOOSOMIN, SK.

• Tire Sales & Repairs

• Agriculture & Industrial Tires 

 All Makes & Models

• Batteries

• Quad Tires

• Automotive  

 Diagnostics  

 & Repair

• Wheel  

 Alignments

• SGI Safety  

 Inspections

• 24-Hour Mobile  

 Tire Service

24-HOUR  
TOW TRUCK SERVICE
306-434-8886

DAN KLIEVER         CURTIS WOLTERS
204-851-6120

FIRSTMATELTD@OUTLOOK.COM

SPRAYFOAM
BATTING
BLOW-IN

THERMAL 
  CAMERA

INSULATION 
  REMOVAL

Decades of experience 
serving the 

agriculture industry
Western Canada’s farms have never been 
bigger, more productive, or more automated. 
All that machinery and equipment requires 
maintenance and repair. We can help! 

If you’re experiencing supply chain issues on 
overseas parts, or require a novel solution to an 
emerging technical problem, we may be able to 
support you.

 • Welding & Fabrication
 • Engineering
 • Machining
 • Blasting & Painting
 • Steel Supply

902 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306-645-2040
www.goodmansteel.com

“Let Our Family Help Your Family”

FALL IS HERE!
Before You Hit The Road or The Field . . . 

Come and See Us For All Your Tire Needs.

24 Hour Service   •  1004 North Front St.  •  Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2949

The House of Commons overwhelmingly passed a bill 
to make food cheaper and help farmers.

In fact, the House passed the bill twice.
But after two years, the bill still isn’t law and that delay 

has cost families and farmers almost $100 million.
What’s stalling the democratic will of our elected rep-

resentatives?
The Senate.
The bill is simple. The feds gave farmers an exemp-

tion on the carbon tax for diesel and gasoline. That helps 
farmers keep food prices down and compete globally. 
But the feds forgot to exempt the propane and natural 
gas farmers need to dry their grain and heat their barns.

So Conservative member of Parliament Ben Lobb in-

extend the exemption to farmers’ natural gas and pro-
pane. 

-
bon tax places on all the necessary practices undertaken 
by farmers and ranchers like drying grain, irrigating 
crops, or heating and cooling livestock barns,” explains 
MP John Barlow who is the vice-chair of Parliament’s ag-
riculture committee.

It may seem like a small change, but the carbon tax is a 
big cost for farmers, even with the existing exemptions.

The carbon tax cost Canadian farmers an average of 
$14,000 in 2019, according to the Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business. Trudeau cranked up his carbon 
tax every year since. That means higher costs for farmers 
and higher grocery prices for Canadians. 

The carbon tax on propane and natural gas will cost 

farmers $1 billion through 2030, according to the Parlia-

Here’s the infuriating part: the problem should be 

This March, MPs passed Lobb’s Bill C-234 to remove 
the carbon tax from these farm fuels. Conservatives, New 
Democrats, the Bloc Québécois, both Green Party mem-
bers and a couple independents voted in favour of the 
bill. Liberals Kody Blois, Heath MacDonald and Robert 
Morrissey also voted in favour.

This legislation has the support of the majority in the 
House of Commons and MPs from every party voted for 
it.

The bad news is the bill has been held up in the Senate 
ever since. 

With their $169,600 base salary, maybe senators aren’t 
too worried about the price of milk, hamburger meat or 
chicken? But many Canadians are. 

In fact, six-in-10 worry their paycheque might not be 
enough to feed their families. 

Farmers are working 20-hour days to get the harvest 
in.

You would think that might spur the Senate to more 
-

ed Upper Chamber.
But the Senate doesn’t care. It took a gander at the bill 

during second reading on June 13. Since then, the bill has 
been collecting dust in the agriculture committee, which 
is chaired by Senator Robert Black. 

-
tant to meet during the summer break to “examine and 
report on Canada’s seal populations and their effect on 

up a couple summer vacation days to make sure farmers 
got relief during harvest?

-
move the carbon tax on farms.

Conservative MP Philip Lawrence introduced the orig-
inal version of Bill C-234 back in September 2020. It made 
its way through the House of Commons to the Senate on 
June 23, 2021. The Senate failed to pass it. 

Canadians have now been waiting for a law to remove 
the carbon tax from farm fuels for three years. The delay 
has already cost taxpayers almost $100 million. 

Canadians don’t expect much from senators. But is it 
too much to ask that they pass this bill?

Talk is cheap. Especially in Ottawa. 
Don’t believe any politician, or senator, who claims 

they want to improve affordability unless they are will-
ing to do one simple thing: scrap their carbon taxes.  

 
Franco Terrazzano is the Federal Director of the Canadian 

Taxpayers Federation

Axe the tax on farms and food

Franco Terrazzano
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KEY “M” 
AUCTION SERVICES

Redvers, SK
Phone: 306-452-3815
Cell: 306-452-7847

auctionkeym@gmail.com
www.keymauctions.com

Upcoming Sales
Live Antique Hardware Household Sale

10 AM SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Manor, SK

Live Farm Auction Sale for Joe Plaviak
10 AM WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11

Glenavon, SK

LIVE - DON’S SALVAGE Don and Lannett Zieglgansberger 

10 AM SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
Bienfait, SK

Auction Sale for the Estate of Ken Kopp
10 AM SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22

Tyvan, SK

LIVE - Antique, Collectable and Firearms Auction Sale
10 AM SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Manor, SK

BORDER TRUCK & 
TRAILER REPAIR

SGI Approved Safety 
Inspection Station
FOR HEAVY TRUCKS & TRAILERS

• Repairs on Trucks & Trailers
• Lubricants & Parts Sales

TO BOOK AN 
APPOINTMENT CALL 

306-435-2422
CELL: 306-435-7339

24 HOUR TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

Bucket Truck Services
BAKER ENTERPRISES

60 FOOT VERTICAL REACH!
• Tree Trimming & Cutting

• Replace yard light bulbs & Photo eyes
• Other services upon request

CALL FOR RATES!
Ben Baker • Kipling SK • Cell: 306-736-7445 
Home: 306-736-8189 • Shop: 306-736-2241

 “Rolling since 1986”

 Come by RT’s in Newdale and say 

 hello to our parts department staff!

 WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU OUT WITH ANY AG PARTS 

 (INCLUDING HOSES) & YOUR HEAVY TRUCK AND TRAILER NEEDS

 T: 204-365-4740 • F: 204-365-4751 • E: rtm dispatching@ gm ail.com

 www.rtm transport.com

 Get Ready 
 for 
 harvest

 As a Westward Parts Dealer we are your source 
 for draper canvas, pick-up parts, cutting sections, 
 drive belts, combine repair parts and more. Stop 
 by and inquire.

 Our service and parts departments can make sure 
 your truck and trailer are ready for the harvest 
 rush.  Talk to Olaf and schedule your regular 
 maintenance now.

 RT   S
 Trailer Heavy Truck  &

 RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

 PHONE:  204-849-2242      1 PARK ST.  NEWDALE, MB

GRAIN & FERTILIZER HAULING
Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

• Dedicated to our Customers Year Round
• Safe On Time Service
• Professional and Experienced Drivers 

• Reliable Equipment
• Competitive Rates
• Professional Communication Between Customers 

and Dispatch

QC

ON

MBSK
AB

BC

NB

PE

NS

Southeast Saskatchewan
With limited rain, producers in the southeast were able 

per cent.

complete. Oilseeds are now the main focus for producers, 

lentils is complete.

for animals.

All of Saskatchewan

lentils is complete for the year. 

Saskatchewan crop report: September 12-18
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BY BROOKE KLEIBOER
Saskatchewan summer 

views wouldn’t be com-
plete without sunny yel-

some canola produced 
can’t be used for human 
consumption.

Instead of having dis-

University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) graduate 
student Erika Cornand is 
leading an investigation 
into if these leftovers can 
be used as a diet supple-
ment for pregnant cows to 
improve their health and 
the health of their calves.

When packaged into a 

can be used as a fat supple-
ment easily provided to 
cows in their diets. Cor-
nand is determining if 
providing this canola seed-
based pellet can improve 
the body condition and re-

and at what amounts this 
supplement is effective.

-
dent in Animal and Poul-
try Science in the College 
of Agriculture and Biore-

supervisor Dr. Bart Lard-
ner (PhD) are using the 
innovative research facili-
ties located at the USask 
Livestock and Forage Ex-
cellence Centre (LFCE) in 

and feeding facilities avail-
able at the LFCE have al-
lowed the research team 
to monitor 72 cows during 
the past two years during 
their pregnancies.

were randomly chosen to 
receive differing amounts 

of the canola supplement 
at the same stage in their 
pregnancies. One group re-
ceived no extra fat supple-

groups received 150 and 

respectively. Body weight 
of the cows and the quality 
and volume of milk pro-
duced after calving was 
recorded throughout the 
study to track the effects of 
the additional fat supple-
ment.

“Cattle can typically be 
fed three to eight per cent 
fat in their total diet before 
any negative effects are 

Cornand. “We’re looking 
to determine if positive ef-
fects on cow and calf per-
formance seen in previous 
research can be replicated 

supplement] are maxi-

trial canola-based supple-
ment for 150 days before 
being transitioned back to 
a regular diet.

“Our preliminary re-
sults suggest that provid-
ing the canola seed-based 
pellet during the second 
and third trimesters of 
pregnancy improved their 
body condition scores and 
the pregnancy rate of the 

USask graduate student 
Erika Cornand is helping 
to develop healthier cattle 
in Saskatchewan by study-
ing the effects of a canola-
based supplement on the 
health of cows and their 
calves.

She notes that the pre-
liminary results of the 
study are good news for 
both beef producers with 
cattle to raise and grain 
farmers who may have 
canola to discard.

“Rather than off-grade 
canola being sold at dis-

possibility for grain pro-
ducers to sell their product 

-

and her offspring which 
may carry over into eco-

-
ning to examine how 
the additional fat in the 
mother’s diet may cause 
genetic differences in her 
offspring.

“We are wrapping up the 
second year of data collec-
tion for the cow portion of 

noting that the project will 
now move into a phase 
where calves are weaned 
from their mothers and 
raised in feedlots at the 
LFCE according to indus-
try guidelines. “We’ve col-
lected additional data from 

study period] that will be 
analyzed for genetic dif-
ferences due to prenatal fat 

Cornand is on track to 

the study will continue on 
with the calf portion of the 
trial and a genetic analysis 
to follow in the next few 

been invited to present 
her preliminary research 
results at the American 
Society of Animal Science 
Conference and the Cana-

dian Beef Industry Confer-

be complete in 2026.
With previous experi-

ence working as a dairy 
technician and during her 
undergraduate studies at 

Cornand hopes her work 
helps beef producers le-

-
search that is ongoing to 
make their herds healthier.

“I want to be able to 
make a difference to the 
producer—whether in the 

sector—so they can realize 
-

tritional investigations be-
ing carried out here at the 

University of Saskatche-

of my training in this pro-
gram is preparing me to 
deal with challenges that 
producers face and work-
ing together to investigate 
the causes and address 
them by coming up with 

funding support from the 
Saskatchewan Canola De-

the Beef Cattle Research 
-

and the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada.

Upcycling canola to increase cattle health

USask graduate student Erika Cornand is 
helping to develop healthier cattle in Saskatch-
ewan by studying the effects of a canola-based 
supplement on the health of cows and their 
calves.



Monday, September 25, 2023 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. B27

PLEASE CALL FOR A 
CONSULTATION

306-435-3040

Glasser’s
TV SERVICE

WE DO SECURITY
INSTALLS FOR

HOME FARM COMMERCIAL
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1/4 Mile South of Wawota, SK on Grid Road #603

306-739-2500
www.moosemountainmeats.com

info@moosemountainmeats.com
facebook.com/moosemtnmeats

Fresh & Frozen Retail Sales
Custom Slaughter & Processing

Wild Game ProcessingAAC REDSTAR
EARLY MATURING  |  HIGH YIELDING

MR to FHB

Doug Heaman    |    Brittany Vinck

204-748-7666
204-851-2049

Virden, MB
www.clearviewacresltd.com

Barley
AAC Connect

Esma

Oats
CS Camden

Wheat
AAC Redstar

SY Torach
AAC Starbuck VB

Bolles
CS Accelerate

Flax
CDC Rowland

Dale Woods captured this photo of Murray Bruce harvesting north of Moosomin.
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Your Sprayer
Antifreeze Purchase 

Back!

ENTER TOENTER TO

WINWIN

Buy sprayer antifreeze at any of 
our locations until October 31 and 

enter your invoice to win your
purchase back!

ONE WINNER
PER STORE

Some conditions apply

5 Gal/18.9L
$2999

EVENT ENDS
MARCH 31ST, 2024

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name — 

but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over 

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business 

02/22-80060

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT PARRISHANDHEIMBECKER.COM

80060_PH_2022_HomeGrown_7-125x9-875.indd   1 2022-02-17   12:20 PM

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309Enterprises     Ltd.

$0 upfront with monthly
plus pricing on a 2-year

data contract

Internet
Access
Anywhere

COME SEE US OR GIVE A CALL FOR DETAILS

WI-FI THROUGHOUT
THE HOUSE

GREAT FOR SECURITY 
CAMERAS & CALVING
MONITORS

FAST ACTIVATION

PORTABLE

AFFORDABLE

RELIABLE
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Two research projects led 
by the University of Sas-
katchewan (USask) have 
received a total of close 
to $12 million to enhance 
climate-forward research 

-
tainable and resilient agri-

Nine Interdisciplinary 
Challenge Teams (ICTs), a 
part of Genome Canada’s 

and Food Systems initiative 

on Wednesday, Septem-

across Canada are meant 
to explore innovative and 

Canada’s food chain and 

associate professor in US-

co-lead of one of USask’s 

Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) 

-

of species and genetic di-
versity in Canadian grass-

of integrating native plant 

-

“The idea is that native 
-

systems for livestock, and 

that aren’t replicated in 

to increase the ecological 
goods and services pro-
vided by these agroecosys-

-

-

systems is carbon storage, 
so the research team will 

-

identify the microbes asso-
ciated with high carbon or 

Along with experts from 
AAFC and at the Univer-

working with researchers 
-

-
es are both involved with 

-

develop economic models 

with the College of Engi-
neering is also involved, 

-
ligence models to better 
predict carbon storage in 

-
verse team assembled to 

credited Genome Canada 
for helping provide the 

-
vance this important area 

-

let me bring in experts to 
-

ing forward to working 

-

Canada, Saskatchewan As-
sociation of Watersheds, the 

-
-

-

ICTs represented a nearly 
$70 million dollar research 

investment, with approxi-
mately $27 million com-
ing from the Government 
of Canada and nearly $42 

The second ICT at USask 
is noted below:

ACTIVATing genomics 
to accelerate climate-smart 
crop delivery

-
-

-

Dr. Robert Kitchen MPDr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose MountainSouris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697  •  www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Wishing our producers who Wishing our producers who 
climb into their combine or climb into their combine or 
use other farm machinery, use other farm machinery, 
to be safe during harvest.to be safe during harvest.

ALWAYS KNOW 
WHAT’S 

BELOW
CLICKING or CALLING before you 
dig costs nothing. Not CLICKING
or CALLING could cost you and 

your neighbours everything!
The Saskatchewan Common Ground Alliance and 
Sask 1st Call reminds everyone to request a locate for 
underground utility lines to be marked prior to any 
ground disturbance like digging.

NEW FOR 2023: 
Maintained locate markings are valid for 30 days.

ALWAYS DIG SAFE!

www.scga.ca www.sask1stcall.com

Genome Canada supports innovative USask ag research

Dr. Jon Bennett (PhD), an associate profes-
sor in USask’s College of Agriculture and Bio-
resources, is the co-lead of one of USask’s 
projects.
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Weiping Zeng, the project lead for GeoAI Platform for 
Automating Manual Observation Associated with Wheat 
Production, grew up on a farm in China. He moved to 
Canada in 2002 to get his PhD from the University of Al-
berta. Following a three-year stint in Calgary working for 
a startup, he joined the faculty of the University of Sas-
katchewan.

“The idea to found Super GeoAI Technology came from 
two places,” he explains. “First, as I am from a farming 
family, I have personal experience with just how labour-
intensive agriculture can be. Second, I was heavily in-

farmer who was counting and evaluating wheat kernels 
manually. It occurred to me that this was a place where ar-

very hard for uncertain returns, and any technological 
solutions we can develop to increase productivity and de-
crease workload is worth exploring.”

The grain sector is a key Canadian economic driver, 
contributing over $20 billion annually from wheat export 
sales alone. Product quality is a critical component of the 
value chain, impacting everyone from producer to con-
sumer. Evaluation is the responsibility of grain inspec-
tors, who must manually identify, separate, and analyze 
kernels to determine a sample’s quality and grade. These 
subjective results can be unreliable and inaccurate, and 

-
ing important commercial relationships. For many years, 
the industry has sought an affordable solution capable of 
delivering a quick and accurate end-use quality assess-
ment based on representative samples.

“Our project team of agri-food companies and aca-
demic institutions is employing diverse technologies to 

platform proof-of-concept that automates manual wheat-
production observations,“ says Weiping. “We are leverag-
ing geospatial, deep learning, machine vision, and high-
performance computing technology to evaluate three 
representative primary objective characteristics and one 
subjective characteristic in Canada Western Red Spring 
Wheat kernels.”

Following the initial 15-month Canadian Agri-Food 
-

ment period, R&D will continue, leading to eventual 
commercialization and product adoption. The goal is to 
create and market a scaled-up, all-in-one GeoAI-driven 
cloud platform that automates grain grading, reducing 
manual observation requirements, and increasing pro-

-
petitiveness.

This highly complex, multifaceted project seeks to solve 
a challenge that has plagued the agricultural sector for the 
past 100 years, namely, how to grade grain consistently 
and objectively to the satisfaction of both buyer and sell-

er. CAAIN is pleased to be able to fund such important 
work, and Dr. Zeng and his team appreciate the support. 

-
tition, we were looking to automate various agricultur-
al tasks. The feedback we received from the reviewers 
helped us zero in on grain grading.” He smiles.

global problem, and that’s very exciting. That initial guid-
ance was more important than we realized at the time, 

-
jective. Don’t get me wrong. The money has been very 
helpful, and we wouldn’t be anywhere near where we 
are now without it. But probably the greatest value we’ve 
received through our association with CAAIN is the net-
work we’ve joined. For example, thanks to the doors this 
competition opened for us, we are collaborating with 
Olds College and the University of Saskatchewan. This 
kind of program will really advance AgTech in Canada.”

CAAIN’s mandate from Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development Canada is to fund technologi-

challenges facing the nation’s agri-food producers and 
processors. That means supporting promising efforts 
with the potential to provide economic or environmental 
value.

“Canada’s grain producers collectively contribute bil-
lions to our nation’s GDP,” said Darrell Petras, CAAIN’s 
CEO. “Despite that, the process of assessing product qual-

ity has remained essentially unchanged throughout the 
last century—it’s basically manual observation that relies 
on the skill and knowledge of inspectors and merchants, 
meaning that the livelihood of thousands of families de-
pends on a subjective assessment. Don’t get me wrong,” 
he adds. “Canadian inspectors are world class, but they 
are human and, therefore, like all of us, prone to incon-
sistency. We’re supporting this complex project because it 

the agricultural sector.”
GeoAI Platform for Automating Manual Observation 

Associated with Wheat Production is Part 1 of a two-stage 

The Canadian Agri-Food Automation and Intelligence 

of Canada’s Strategic Innovation Fund, and assistance 

contributions. CAAIN drives collaborative agri-food 
technology research and innovation from coast to coast 
by performing three core functions. First, it supports the 
development of promising solutions to important chal-
lenges facing producers and primary food processors. 
Second, it is building an online, member-based network 
connecting Canada’s agricultural and technology stake-
holders. Third, CAAIN is developing a digital platform 

farms, which will collaborate to validate and demonstrate 
emerging technology in diverse locations across the coun-
try.

AI being applied to standardize wheat observation

Birtle

Talbot & Associates,

NEW ADDRESS

Birtle
NEW ADDRESS

Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St.

Moosomin, SK
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ROUGHSTOCK RODEO40th Annual Dodge City Days

WAPELLA ARENA

RODEO ADMISSION
Adults: $15.00 (Rodeo + Cabaret) - Students: $5.00 - Ages 6 and under: FREE

Cabaret Only: $10.00 (no minors allowed, photo ID required)

Saturday, 
October 7th

Concessions 

&

Beer Gardens

FREE Kids Rodeo
at 2:00 pm
-Provided by Wapella CDS

Rodeo Cabaret 
Music by “DJ Dumo” 

ROUGHSTOCK RODEO
Begins at 7:00 pm




