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Grand opening held for Bekevar Yôtin Wind Project
BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Members of the Cowessess First Nation, 

project developers, dignitaries, and landown-
ers were on-hand at the Bekevar Substation 
southeast of Kipling on November 14 for the 
grand opening of the Bekevar Yôtin wind farm.

“Thank you all for joining us to celebrate the 
completion of Bekevar Yôtin,” began Rebecca 
Âcikahtê, Business Development Manager of 
Renewables for Cowessess Ventures. “It was 
a big accomplishment with many people in-
volved for many years.”

Cowessess owns 17 per cent of the $380 
million project, the largest Indigenous renew-
able-owned project in Saskatchewan. Around 
20,000 acres of land stretching across the RMs 
of Kingsley and Hazelwood, plus 500 acres on 
the Cowessess First Nation, are home to 36 
turbines.

“The 205 MW project is comprised of 36 
Nordex turbines, and they’ll aid in powering 
up to 100,000 homes in Saskatchewan,” Âci-
kahtê explained. “This contributes to the prov-
ince’s strategy to expand green energy sources 
with a goal of 50 per cent renewables in 2030.”

The wind project has a 25-year power pur-
chase agreement with SaskPower to sell the 
electricity it generates—not only signifying a 
major step forward in renewable energy for 
the province, but also setting a precedent for 
Indigenous leadership in sustainable develop-
ment.

“To me personally, Bekevar represents a sig-

development and environmental stewardship, 
for both Cowessess First Nation and our part-
ner owner Innagreen Investments, as well as 
many of the landowners and people who live 
nearby,” Âcikahtê said.

The event began with Elders and Knowledge Keepers 
offering tobacco and sharing in prayer, then key contrib-
utors to the project were also invited to share in the pipe 
ceremony. Bridging into the formal agenda portion of the 
program, Mike Dejarlais sang a few honour songs, joined 
by Cowessess Senior Warrior Kestin Delorme and Senior 
Princess, Mimikwas Âcikahtê.

Appearing on behalf of Chief Erica Beaudin was Coun-
cillor Curtis Delorme for Cowessess First Nation. He 
spoke of the accumulation of hard work, collaboration 

will have on the community and beyond.
“The Bekevar project represents a critical step towards 

energy sovereignty for Cowessess First Nation,” he said. 
“With a 17 per cent ownership stake, Cowessess plays 

project’s 200 MW of clean energy products. This initiative 
aligns with our values and our commitment to preserve 
the land for future generations, integrated traditional 
stewardship and modern technologies to create sustain-
able energy. In doing so, we contribute to the broader 
goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and a respon-
sibility to share with communities across Canada.”

Cowessess First Nation, describing how it has provid-
ed local jobs support, skills development, and revenue 

resilience.
“The wind project has created an infrastructure for 

long-term economic sustainability and energy economy 
serving as a powerful example for Indigenous communi-
ties across Canada,” he said. “As partners in the Bekevar 

ronmental responsibility and growth where economic 
empowerment does not come at the expense of our lands 
and resources.

achieve through collaboration,” Delorme continued. 
“Our partnership with Innagreen Investments and our 
support from Saskatchewan Renewable Energy Initia-
tives will have shown the power of working together to-
wards a common goal.” 

Delorme explained how by blending traditional knowl-
edge and advanced technology, a pathway for inclusive 
sustainable development is demonstrated. 

“The Bekevar Yôtin Project is more than a source of en-
ergy, it is a beacon of progress and resilience and unity,” 

he said. “As we look forward, we carry with us the pride 
of knowing we are a part of the transition to clean energy 
and that we have paved the way for future generations 
to thrive. Cowessess First Nation is committed to con-
tinuing this journey to strengthen our community and to 
foster partnerships that align with our values and visions 
and for the future.”

Morrison & Co. executive director Will McIndoe point-

New Zealand-based infrastructure asset manager.

us, representing our second project in Canada, and fur-
ther expands our global operating renewables portfolio,  
which now stands at over 4,500 megawatts across our 
various platforms around the world,” he said. “It’s fan-
tastic to have a project like this.”

Morrison & Co. is Innagreen Investments’ majority in-
vestor, and McIndoe stressed the importance of strong 
ties when working on such a dynamic project.  

“At the core of what we do is really around partner-
ships,” he said. “Our long-term success has really been 
driven on the back of partnerships. The ability to be able 
to deliver what is the largest project here in the province 
is no easy feat.”

As with any project, McIndoe acknowledged there 
were speed bumps along the way, with some challenges 
providing a somewhat ironic twist.

“Luckily for us, one of those changes has been high 
winds throughout construction, and let’s hope that con-
tinues now during the operation phase, and we can all 

Continued on page B4

Mike Dejarlais (right) sang a few honour songs during the grand opening of the Bekevar Yôtin Wind En-
ergy Project on Nov. 14 He’s joined by (from left) Cowessess Senior Princess, Mimikwas Âcikahtê and 
Senior Warrior Kestin Delorme.
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OF LIVING

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
After years of planning and construc-

tion, the Bekevar Wind and Power Line 
Project southeast of Kipling is at the ener-

“There are 36 turbines up, and they 
should all be fully operational shortly after 
the event,” said Rebecca Acikahte, Busi-
ness Development Manager for Cowes-

-
ergy Development Limited Partnership) 
partnered with Innagreen Investments 

RMs of Hazelwood and Kingsley, just 

be adding enough electricity to the Sask-

the connection from those three dozen 
turbines to the grid, a new 230kV single 
circuit power line was constructed, nine 
kilometers in length to connect the Ken-

The Bekevar project is the largest of its 
kind in the province, part of an ongoing 
green commitment for Cowessess as Aci-

“We have the Awasis Solar Project in 
-

nally on that same site, we have a wind/
solar battery storage project, which is the 

That project is just outside city limits, 
between the scissors shape created by the 
TransCanada to the north and Highway 
33 running southeast and consists of an 

-

lion in investments from the Canadian 

-

spans 20,000 acres of land through the 
RMs of Hazelwood and Kingsley, and 

Continued on Page B11 

Bekevar Wind project comes online
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Cowessess youth signing a turbine blade.



Continued from front
“The complexity in the scale of a project like this, and 

the ability to deliver it successfully today is really a tes-
tament to the strong relationships we’ve been able to 
establish across the project, and importantly, the sort of 
high caliber of things on the ground to deliver a project 
like this.”

Sashen Guneratna, Managing Director of Investments 
with the Canada Infrastructure Bank was also on hand. 

the wind project when in March of 2023, the CIB invest-
ed $173 million into Bekevar Yôtin.

“On a project like this—which I’m proud to say is our 

achieve a number of key important outcomes,” Gunerat-
na said. “First and foremost, it’s to partner with commu-
nities, so that communities have the opportunity to own 
equity in these projects and to have a stream of income to 

house gas emissions in this country. So by investing in 
more renewable projects, we’re enabling provinces and 
territories to reduce their reliance on fossil fuels.”

He went on to describe how attitudes toward funding 
such projects have changed, giving communities a much 
larger say.

“Very early in my career, I was working on a project 
in another province, and one of the elders took me aside 
and said, ‘look Sashen, you know what we as a commu-
nity want to achieve is ownership of these projects’,” he 
explained. “We are no longer interested in just having 
the low value jobs. We want ownership so that we can 

built, because we really care about the land, the air and 
the water, and we also want that ownership to translate 
into more of the value added jobs, so that we can own 
this project, generate income and also leave something 
for our children and grandchildren that we have made 

Over the past few years, the CIB has invested $13 bil-
lion in almost 75 projects across the country.

“Looking at the example of Bekevar, we’re really 
proud to say we are investing in many more renewable 
projects across the country, and I’m really proud to say 
that all of them feature Indigenous partners and indig-
enous owners,” Guneratna said, calling Bekevar the ex-
ample of how to partner and effectively invest equity.

“Without projects like this, the path to a net zero and 
renewable future is not very bright,” he continued. “But 
luckily, there’s lots of activity and great examples like 
this one that we can all rely on as we move forward to 
hitting 2030 targets.”

Province in midst of energy transition
SaskPower has a plan to increase wind and solar over 

the next decade.
“Right now, SaskPower is in the midst of an energy 

transition, one that’s happened across the globe, with a 
shift toward low carbon and renewable energy produc-
tion,” said Troy King, Executive Vice-President, Chief 

Power. “This transition requires fast power to evolve 
into a different kind of power company. Right now, 
we’ve committed to becoming a net zero greenhouse gas 
emission power system by 2050 and it goes without say-

ing to reach that goal, you’re going to need investments 
in renewables by solar and wind to achieve this.” 

Right now, wind makes up just over 600 MW of the 
province’s power mix, with combined wind and solar 
seeing a targeted increase to 3,000 MW by 2035.

“So to put that in perspective, this morning, we were 
at about 2,700 MW for our entire day, 3,000 is about our 
average,” King said. “Once we get to that point, there 
will be points in time that we can have 100 per cent re-
newable power in our system.” 

There are currently about 1,000 MW of additional 
wind and solar generation projects in various stages of 
development throughout the province. 

“Work is underway right now on the 100 MW Iyuhá-
na Solar Energy Facility near Estevan and in coming 
months, we expect to announce the successful propo-
nents that will develop an additional 400 MW of wind 
generation and 200 MW of solar generation in the south 
central region of Saskatchewan to be operational by 
2028,” King said.

Continued on page B5
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306-928-2237
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Brady Kendall
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Gas Fitters with inter-provincial 
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24-HOUR
SERVICE
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To Mosaic, Nutrien, our 
local manufacturing businesses 

and their employees:

Thank you for your hard 
work and contributions to 

our community and for 
your continued support.

Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

SAPARA’S DRUG MART
Esterhazy, SK   

 306-745-6662

Thank you to Mosaic & Nutrien 

for your continued support!

Commercial  •  Industrial  •  Residential

306-745-3908
tags@sasktel.net  |  Esterhazy, SK

Grand opening held for Bekevar Yôtin Wind Project

Above, Turbine T19 is one of two on Cow-
essess First Nation land. In total, the Bekevar 
Yôtin Wind Energy Project has 36 wind tur-
bines operating in a vast area south of Kipling. 
Right is Sashen Guneratna, Managing Director 
of Investments with the Canada Infrastructure 
Bank.
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Grand opening held for Bekevar Yôtin Wind Project

Peter Clibbon, Senior Vice President Devel-
opment with Renewable Energy Systems.

Rebecca Âcikahtê, Business Development 
Manager of Renewables for Cowessess Ven-
tures.

Troy King, Executive Vice-President, Chief 
Strategy, Technology and Financial Officer with 
SaskPower.
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SIMSA meets with Esterhazy members
BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
A severe snowstorm altered many plans 

last week, and a scheduled town hall type 
meeting in Esterhazy was one of those 
events that fell victim to the change of 
weather. Instead of shaking hands and 
having a coffee with folks over at the S.N. 

of the Saskatchewan Industrial & Mining 
Suppliers Association Inc. met via virtual 
conference.  

“Welcome to the virtual SIMSA town 
hall event,” said SIMSA executive director 

had a different idea in mind, and here we 
are.”

Typically, SIMSA events are held close to 

organization visited the town. However, 

tor, SIMSA does plan to come to Esterhazy 
in the future—perhaps in a month where 
snow is not such an issue.

what we try to do,” he said of SIMSA’s 

tion of its kind in the province that not 

represents the interests of local suppliers 
that serve industrial, mining, and energy 

ees. 

Insights on potash

potash town, Anderson was quizzed on 
the overall health of the industry and the 
local impact.

rized. “We’re going to do real well, and it’s 
going to continue.”

how Saskatchewan is the prime source of 
this particular product. 

“There’s a couple of simple truths out 

trend.”
More people means more food, which 

requires greater amounts of farmland to 
feed humans and livestock.

system degrading the amount of food 

said. “So along comes fertilizer. Half of 
the world’s food supply is due to fertilizer, 
and potash is one of the three main chunks 

doing well and continue to do well.”
As an example, Anderson pointed to 

Earth.”
“One of the most successful mining 

companies in the history of mining is 

ewan, and it’s for potash,” he said. “They 

In terms of market options for potash, 
Anderson explained that it comes down 
to Belarus and Russia aside from Canada. 
Given the political climate, Canada is the 

er accounting for 38 per cent of the world’s 
total potash, and Saskatchewan houses the 

The important factor close to home is 

spent locally.
“K+S and Mosaic are in the same realm,” 

operations, most of the spending swings 
to local again, and that’s the nature of any 

in large components from other countries 

made an investment that’s kind of frozen. 
So there’s certain places these things are 

we do all the maintenance work on it. We 

Uranium and the
nuclear future

katchewan’s uranium sector and what 

energy is more seriously explored in the 
province. 

“We’re one of the richest deposits on 

liance on coal and natural gas sources for 
heat and power.

Small Modular Reactors are the current 

round of community meetings was held in 

mer with site selection anticipated to occur 

tually supply power to the grid. 
While Anderson did say SIMSA rarely 

supplier symposium with Westinghouse, 
which yielded many interesting points in 
the world of nuclear reactor construction. 

ent top purchasing and executive people 

“We found out from Westinghouse that 

son said. “One was their idea of modular 

it here, they could also supply the world 
from here.”

that favours sending parts via truck from 

nuclear development in the province and 

sector for shops to consider.

Mosaic K3 at Esterhazy
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The International Minerals Innovation Institute (IMII) 
has unveiled a study on the potential applications of 
small modular reactors (SMRs) in providing clean heat 
and power for Saskatchewan’s thriving mining and min-
erals sector. This research, crafted on behalf of participat-
ing members BHP, Fission Uranium Corp. and Hatley 
Engineering, and project partner SaskPower, and March 
Consulting Associates Inc. (March), highlights the poten-
tial to use SMRs as an innovative solution for a more sus-
tainable energy future.

 “The decarbonization of industrial sectors is crucial to 
achieve global net zero emissions targets, and both the 
province and its minerals industry share in this effort,” 
said Al Shpyth, Executive Director at IMII. “Other studies 

-
port the decarbonization of the mining sector as they of-
fer the potential to provide reliable, low-carbon heat and 
electricity for minerals operations. This report on SMRs 

also identifying considerations and future next steps for 

come from deploying SMRs in support of the minerals 
industry.”

 The study aimed to achieve several goals, including 
providing an overview of heat and power requirements 
for mining applications, evaluating small modular reac-
tor (SMR) technologies and their suitability for these ap-
plications, and identifying opportunities and strategies 
for deployment. It also examined economic, environmen-
tal, and other factors across three different scenarios. Fi-
nally, the study offers a roadmap for those interested in 
promoting SMRs as a decarbonization technology for Sas-
katchewan’s minerals industry, alongside considerations 
by SaskPower for the province.

 “Decarbonizing industrial operations to mitigate cli-
mate change and address corporate ESG performance is 
an important objective that involves a complex system 
of challenges and opportunities.  We were pleased to 
partner with IMII and other project partners to lead this 
study which examined the challenges of integrating SMR 
sourced heat and power with industrial operations for 
Saskatchewan’s mining operations,” said Ritu Malhotra, 

President & CEO of March.  “While the study considered 

integration and deployment scenarios of SMR technolo-
gies, including understanding and optimizing economic 
trade-offs. The study concludes that SMRs provide a 
promising opportunity to decarbonize mining operations 
in Saskatchewan.”

 A condensed version of the report that shares high-
lights from the study can be found on the IMII website.

 On behalf of its members, IMII has been exploring in-
novative technologies to reduce GHG emissions from as 
well as the carbon intensity of mining and minerals op-
erations. IMII considers SMRs to be among a range of 
clean energy technologies that could support the industry 
in achieving its emissions reduction targets. As such, IMII 
hopes that policymakers and other mining sector stake-
holders use this report as a resource in understanding the 
considerations the industry has in determining how best 

to meet clean energy demand for heat and electricity. IMII 
also notes that as the demand for clean energy continues 
to grow, the importance of ensuring reliable and diversi-

About SMRs
SMRs are a category of nuclear reactor designs that are 

smaller in power output and physical size. As advanced 
reactor technologies, many SMR designs offer enhanced 
safety features.

SMRs are designed to be modular with maximum 

energy demands. SMR designs vary in electrical output 
from as high as 300 MWe per module for grid-connected 
reactors (and being considered by SaskPower), down to 
3 MWe per module, which could be suited for remote or 
industrial applications such as mining (and being consid-
ered by the SRC).

About IMII
-

dustry and government and is committed to develop-
ing and implementing innovative education, training, 
research and development partnerships for supporting a 
world-class minerals industry.

 IMII serves as an Innovation Steward to strengthen the 
Saskatchewan minerals industry’s competitiveness and 
growth through Research, Development & Demonstra-
tion and Education & Training to drive the future’s Quali-
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Unlocking clean energy:
IMII releases study on small modular reactors for Saskatchewan’s minerals sector

 The potential exists for us-

ing small modular reactors to 

meet clean heat and power re-

quirements in Saskatchewan’s 

mining and minerals industry
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BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Moosomin-area business IJACK Technologies contin-
ues to grow with an expansion to their current manufac-
turing facility.

“We’re adding a second building that’s going to be a 
total of 35,000 square feet,” confirmed Olga McCarthy, 
co-owner of the company with her husband, Dan. She ex-
plained that the new building will be constructed with 
even more expansion in mind should they need more 
space in the years to come. Both buildings will be the 
same size with the new shop having the option to allow 
for an addition to 98,000 square feet in the future. 

Olga explained that when they finished construction on 
their first building around six years ago, the IJACK team 
thought they’d have room to grow for a lot longer. 

“You start using it and you realize you need more 
space,” she said. “We’ve grown a lot since we started de-
signing the first building.”

Right now, IJACK employs 25 people with 15 in Moo-
somin, as well as staff in Leduc and Calgary, Alberta, and 
south of the border in Dallas, Texas and Williston, North 
Dakota. The head office in Moosomin handles all the re-
search and development work, engineering, production, 
and service. The Calgary and Dallas locations are sales of-
fices, and Leduc and Williston are service centres. While 
serving the traditional oilfield markets, Olga also spoke to 
where the company has their sights set.

“The U.S. market is huge, and we’ve just started ex-
panding there last year,” she said. “So we’ll definitely 
continue to grow that as well. We’re growing our interna-
tional business, we’re shipping more and more to the U.S. 
and countries beyond.”

Olga noted their products have already been shipped 
to locations in South America, including Colombia, Ecua-
dor, and Argentina. Markets even further away they plan 
to reach also include Bahrain and Kazakhstan.

What sets IJACK apart?
With many options of where to set up shop, the Mc-

Carthys chose Moosomin not only because it made more 
economic sense with the ability to acquire land and facili-
ties at a better price, but the lifestyle promised, the one 
Dan recalled from his youth growing up here.

IJACK offers a range of not only efficient technol-
ogy, but products that significantly decrease emissions. 
They’ve even introduced a powerful web-based app that 
when utilized in conjunction with their products provides 
a sense of security, efficiency, and safety. 

Items such as gas compressors, multi-phase transfer 
pumps, and vapour recovery units allow the companies 
who utilize IJACK technology to bring oil to the surface 
more safely with reduced emissions. 

“In general terms, our designs are very efficient, they’re 
relatively inexpensive, and they’re a small footprint,” 
Olga said of IJACK’s product lines. 

Aside from quality products, small town values factor 
large in IJACK’s environment. Simple actions such as re-
sponding to customer feedback is important, and some-

thing the company does incredibly well.
“We’re always listening to our customers, and if there’s 

something that we can modify on our equipment to solve 
a problem in the field, that might open a door to new a 
product line,” Olga said. “We’re always designing new 
things, always improving things we have.”

That sense of ‘leaving things better than you found it’ 
isn’t limited to within the corporate walls, as IJACK has 
been very involved with giving back to Moosomin. A per-

fect example was their donation recently of $500,000 to-
ward the new Moosomin airport runway project and how 
air ambulance services will be avaia=lable to the region 
due to the project.

“We felt like it was a very worthy cause,” Olga said, 
adding that community donations seem to inspire others 
to get involved as well, creating a chain reaction where 
the entire community benefits. “It’s great to see these ini-
tiatives being accomplished.”

IJACK a local company with global reach

Over the past years, Crushrite has been proud to be involved 
in the economic growth of Southeast Saskatchewan as a 
concrete provider to the following major projects:

Mosaic Esterhazy K3 South Headframe
Nutrien Mill 1 Refurbishment
Nutrien Brine Pond Expansion
Nutrien Self-Generation Station Caissons
Esterhazy Mosaic K-3 Construction
Esterhazy Mosaic K-2 Expansion
Spy Hill Generating Station
Red Lily Wind Farm, Moosomin
Rocanville Potash Corp Scissors Creek 

 Headframe Structure
Rocanville Potash Corp Pre-Expansion Project
Over 89 Slipform Inland Grain Terminals across 

 Saskatchewan, Alberta & Manitoba and 
 95 Total Slipform projects

Contracting   |   Slipforming   |   Mining Applications
Bin Pads   |   Flatwork   |   Basement Foundations
Storage Units   |   Aggregate Sales and Delivery

111--8888800000000--333300000000-77777777777766666

www.crushrite.com

Esterhazy       |      Moosomin

      
306-745-6671       306-435-3860
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306-482-7049

MALCOLM KENDALL
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Carievale, SK S0C 0P0
mac.ken@sasktel.net

Oilfield manufacturer expanding Moosomin operation

The IJACK expansion underway at their facility north of Moosomin.
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621 Main Street, Moosomin SK • Phone: 306-434-5864
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play in our region!play in our region! Find us on

 Facebook
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The wind turbines at sunset.

Bekevar Wind project 
comes online

Continued from Page B3

Energizing the future
Looking to the future, Acikahte is excit-

ed for what projects are yet to come, and 
what that means for Cowessess.

“We have a partnership newly formed 
called the Seven Stars Energy Project, and 
it’s with Enbridge and six nations from 
Treaty Four, including the Métis Nation, 
which they don’t really get Indigenous 
participation on,” she explained. “So that 
will be 200 more megawatts of wind by 
Weyburn.”

The Seven Stars Energy Project will en-
compass a 200 square km area southeast 
of Weyburn with engagement between 
Enbridge and the Cowessess First Na-
tion, George Gordon First Nation, Kah-
kewistahaw First Nation, Pasqua First 

Nation, the Métis Nations-Saskatchewan, 
and White Bear First Nation. That project 
is targeted to be operational in 2027, and 
Acikahte noted there’s yet another 200 
MW wind project plus a couple 100 MW 
solar projects also in very early develop-
ment stages.

“So we potentially have a lot more 
coming up in the next year or two,” she 
said.

“I think for Cowessess to participate in 
that, it’s a way that we can continue to be 
stewards of the land as original people, 
and help to take care of the province and 
share resources in a sustainable way, not 
creating waste,” Acikahte concluded. 
“Something like a wind project still al-
lows us to farm and have the migratory 
paths of animals and it’s not very disrup-
tive if done in the right way.”
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BY MEGAN ADAMS
In the ever-evolving 

world of mining, the inte-
gration of advanced auto-
mation technologies has 
paved the way for remark-
able improvements in safety 

During Nutrien’s transfor-
mative journey of mining 
automation across their net-
work of mines in Saskatch-
ewan, they have reached a 

million ore tonnes mined 

ore tonnes cut through our 
automation program is an 
outstanding achievement,” 
says Shannon Rhynold, 
Vice President, Engineering, 
Technology and Capital & 

“We are now on a journey of 

doubled our tele-remote ore 
produced each of the last 

to achieve this goal again 

automated ore mined by the 

Lanigan: The start-
ing point

Nutrien’s tele-remote 
(TR) journey began at La-

simple camera was mount-
ed on a two-rotor mining 

was marked by excitement, 
followed by a steep learn-
ing curve which drove the 
collaborative spirit of the 

“This project has truly 

Early on, our technical team 

expertise and insights of 
-

back was foundational, 
and it ultimately shaped 
the development of the 
tele-remote system,” says 
Owen Gunther, Automation 

also relied on our skilled 
tradespeople, whose practi-
cal experience proved vital 
in adapting the technology 
to the mining machines for 

Cory’s replication 
efforts

The Cory potash mine 
began its tele-remote rep-

following extensive col-
laboration with the Lanigan 

Cory focused on upgrading 
existing mining machines 
with TR technologies while 
building new TR-enabled 

These ongoing initiatives 
aim to operationalize the 
technology to support pro-
duction needs, ensuring the 

-

“Collaboration within 
the tele-remote project is 
essential for achieving our 
shared goals and maximiz-

By leveraging the diverse 
expertise and perspectives 
within our network, we can 
tackle complex challenges 
more effectively and drive 
innovation,” says Tyler 
Zimmerman, Automation 

communication, mutual re-
spect, and a commitment to 
collective problem-solving 
are the cornerstones of our 
approach, ensuring that ev-
ery voice is heard, and ev-

Together, we are not just 
working on a project; we are 
building a dynamic, syner-
gistic environment that pro-

After the successful im-
plementation at Lanigan, 
Cory replicated the technol-

This replication set the stage 
for broader adoption across 

Scaling to other 
sites: Vanscoy 
and Allan

Taking lessons learned 
from Lanigan and Cory, 
Vanscoy and Allan em-
barked on their own jour-
neys to replicate tele-remote 

-
volved intricate application 
processes and adaptation to 

“Over the past few years, 
Vanscoy has been able to le-
verage the lessons learned 
from other sites, including 
the development of new 
technologies and improve-
ments on existing tele-
remote technology,” says 
Brian Holonics, Automa-

“The sharing of successes 
between sites has helped 
Vanscoy expedite replicat-

operationalizing the equip-

technology, including im-
proved safety, additional 
tonnes, and improved per-
formance on both the borer 
and continuous haulage 

greatly from the develop-
ment work that Lanigan 
and Cory did on the tele-

able to quickly begin rep-
licating the system to our 

-

says Mike Siourounis, Con-
tinuous Improvement Lead, 

-
ration across the network, 
including temporary trans-

fers of Allan employees to 
the Lanigan Automation 

between the sites continues 

further improvements to 
the automation systems and 
how our workforce uses 

Continued on Page B15 
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Transforming mining 
with automation

Nutrien’s network of potash mines has reached a significant 

milestone of 25 million ore tonnes cut using automation

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing
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• Oil & Filter Change

• Tire Replacement

• Batteries

• Heating/Cooling

• Shocks/Struts

• Brakes

• Balancing & 
Tire Repair

• Flat Repair

• Tune-Ups

• Wheel Alignments

Monday - Friday:
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 
8 a.m. - 12 Noon

ESTERHAZY, SK
323 Sumner Street

306-745-2212
f210@fountaintire.com

Thank you for 
the continued 

support of Mosaic 
and Nutrien!

Delivering Premium Value

www.westmoreland.com

Committed to our communities,  

devoted to our employees  

and responsible stewards of the environment. 

Today, tomorrow, always.

For over 150 years, Westmoreland has been 
part of the fabric of the energy industry, nav-

emerging as an industry leader. We provide jobs 
for hard working folks, invest in local schools and 
community enhancements, and provide a val-
ued resource to generate power for homes and 
businesses. Westmoreland has demonstrated a 
commitment to sound safety and environmental 
stewardship practices at our mines, and contin-
ues to position itself to be an integral part of the 
multi-faceted energy future.

We have cranes 
ranging from Spyder 
crane (small enough 
to fi t through a 
doorway) to 245 Ton 
Mobile and 
RT Cranes
27 - 45 Ton Pickers
Tractor trailer units
Pile Driving
Telehandler
Offi ce trailer rentals
Manlifts

Serving Southeast Saskatchewan for 41 Years

Call dispatch for additional specifi cations and pricing

306.634.5555

245 Ton 
Terex-Demag 
5800 Explorer 

with a tip height to 350'

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

Transforming mining with automation
Nutrien’s network of potash mines has reached a signifi cant milestone of 25 million ore tonnes cut using automation

Continued from Page B14

Development at Rocanville
At Nutrien’s Rocanville site, the focus 

has been on advancing from side pass 
Operator Not Present (ONP) technology 

process. This journey, which began in 2018, 
aimed to revitalize automation technology 
that had seen little advancement since the 
early ‘90s.

“We embarked on revitalizing our side 
pass technology before moving on to the 
challenge of automating the manual as-

says Clayton Lawless, Automation Lead, 

cant progress, including the deployment of 
our prototype Belt Builder and advanced 
steering systems. These achievements are 
a collaborative effort between our opera-
tions and maintenance teams, aimed at im-

Safety and effi ciency:
A dual focus

The primary objective of Nutrien’s auto-
mation efforts has always been to enhance 
safety within their mining operations. By 

ardous conditions, their automation tech-

safety. Additionally, these systems bring 

eliminating downtime during shift chang-
es and enabling safer mining in areas with 
challenging geology.

Nutrien has ambitious plans to further 
advance tele-remote, Operator Not Present 
(ONP), and other cutting-edge automation 
technologies. These future advancements 
are designed to transform the industry and 

lence.

“I am incredibly proud of our teams for 
their dedication and hard work in reach-
ing this milestone of 25 million ore tonnes 

Senior Vice-President, Potash Operations. 
“By embracing advanced technologies and 

fostering a culture of collaboration and in-
novation, we are not only enhancing the 
safety and well-being of our employees, 

ciency in the mining industry. Our jour-
ney doesn’t stop here; We will continue 

to push the boundaries of what’s possible 
by listening to the challenges our employ-
ees face and then focusing on thoughtful 
technological applications that solve those 
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MAX Power reveals Canada’s largest Natural Hydrogen Target Area
 MAX Power Mining Corp., utilizing pro-

prietary methods and data modelling, has 

text.

ated within the 200-km-long Torquay-Ro-

added an additional 2,112 square kilometers 

Multiple high-priority target areas ex-

as the premier Natural Hydrogen targets 

Continued on Page B23

  Structural Steel
  Electrical
  Mechanical
  Earthworks
  Site Services
  Underground Services

 Contingent Labour

  Mine Belt & Sclairpipe Sales

  Equipment Rentals

  Safety Supplies

  Water Treatment Operations

  Water/Vacuum Truck Hauling

  Hydrovac Services

306.745.4830
sales@atoskewinindustrial.ca

Atoskewin Industrial is a 
proud partnership with

Ochapowace Nation and
SECON Group of Companies 

  General Contracting & Construction Management
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Dean Laval

Laval Family Farm, Deloraine, MB

 My 

grandparents farmed, my parents 

farmed, I farm, and now my 

kids are farming. 

Contact  to meet with an expert for your Farm Transition goals!

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

Saskatchewan is the most attractive 
jurisdiction in Canada for oil and gas 
investment, according to the Fraser In-
stitute’s 2023 Canada-U.S. Energy Sector 
Competitiveness Survey. Overall, Sas-
katchewan ranked third in the survey out 
of 17 competing jurisdictions.

“Saskatchewan continues to assert it-
self as a reliable energy investment juris-
diction,” former Energy and Resources 
Minister Jim Reiter said. “Our govern-

-
port, the jobs and growth that 26,000 
energy workers and their families in Sas-
katchewan have come to rely on. We look 
forward to further improving our invest-
ment attraction in the years to come.” 

The province is the highest-ranked 
province and the only Canadian region 

British Columbia coming in ninth and 

15th, respectively. This continues the 
province’s upward growth among juris-
dictions in Canada and the United States 
(US) after ranking sixth in 2022, and 11th 
the year prior. 

The Fraser Institute annually ranks US 
and Canadian provinces following a sur-
vey of senior executives in the upstream 
oil and gas sector. Respondents scored 
Saskatchewan favourably in areas relat-
ing to regulations, labour, taxation, infra-
structure, and security. 

-
ada for mining investment attractiveness, 

Survey of Mining Companies: 2022. The 
province is home to occurrences of 23 of 
the 31 critical minerals on Canada’s list 
and the world’s largest deposits of pot-
ash and high-grade uranium. Total min-

billion.
Promoting Saskatchewan’s quality and 

sustainable energy products, as well as 
maintaining an attractive business cli-

mate, will ensure that Saskatchewan re-
mains on track to meet its 2030 Growth 
Plan goals of increasing oil production by 
25 per cent to 600,000 barrels per day.

Sask top province for energy
sector competitiveness
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Starting a business
or hosting an event?

We can supply you with everything you need in one place!

• logo design
• web design
• advertising
• address mailing
• business cards
• signage
• branded envelopes
• branded merch

• booklets
• invoices
• decals & stickers
• banners
• posters
• 
• 50/50 tickets
• custom printing

• photo printing
• calendars
• holiday cards
• gift cards
• lamination
• custom stamps
• copy paper
• promotional items

714 Main Street, Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2445

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

The Manitoba government has released 
its Securing Our Critical Mineral Future 
strategy to stand up critical minerals proj-
ects faster, while respecting the environ-
ment and forming strong Indigenous 
partnerships, Economic Development, 
Investment, Trade and Natural Resources 
Minister Jamie Moses and Municipal and 
Northern Relations and Indigenous Eco-
nomic Development Minister Ian Bushie 
announced on Nov. 4. 

“This Critical Minerals Strategy will 
solidify Manitoba as a world leader in re-
sponsible mineral development— which 
in turn brings good jobs to Manitoba,” said 
Moses. “No matter the result of the U.S. 

election, our strategy will ensure Manitoba 
is a secure and responsible trade partner 
for years to come.” 

Home to 30 of 34 critical minerals iden-
tified by the federal government as critical 
for promoting green energy and sustain-
able economic success, Manitoba is posi-
tioned to supply the materials needed to 
power the North American low-carbon 
economy, noted Moses. The strategy aims 
to attract investment and create good jobs 
in Manitoba. Key actions include the cre-
ation of a dedicated, single window Critical 
Mineral Office, investments in high-priori-
ty regional infrastructure projects and the 
development of a provincial revenue-shar-

ing model for mining in partnership with 
Indigenous nations. 

“Indigenous and northern communities 
can be the backbone to a successful mining 
sector, setting those communities and the 
Manitoba economy on the best path for-
ward,” said Bushie. “By taking a nation-to-
nation approach, this strategy will unlock 
the benefits of critical minerals for Indige-
nous nations through healthy resource de-
velopment. This strategy will ensure Indig-
enous Peoples’ voices are heard and that 
they receive fairer financial value within 
the resource sector in order to advance eco-
nomic reconciliation.” 

“Manitoba needs to get new mines 

brought online faster,” said John Morris, 
co-director, Mining Association of Mani-
toba Inc. (MAMI). “MAMI agrees that by 
streamlining policy and regulation, per-
mitting will improve with the new single-
desk Critical Minerals Office. MAMI looks 
forward to working with the Province of 
Manitoba as we develop many of the action 
items contained in this strategy.” 

The Manitoba government will continue 
to engage with rights holders, communities 
and business as work on the action items 
from the strategy begins to be implement-
ed, said Moses. 

The Manitoba Critical Minerals Strategy 
is available at www.manitoba.ca/minerals. 

Manitoba releases strategy to secure 
province’s mineral future

Mineral powerhouse strategy sets path forward to spur mineral economic growth: Moses, Bushie

Local Employment Opportunities

www.world-spectator.com/employment.php



BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Saskatchewan is growing to become a 

mineral exploration hot spot, and the gov-
ernment is keen on attracting more new 
business development. Recently, the Min-
istry of Energy and Resources’ Targeted 
Mineral Exploration Incentive reported 
an increase in its annual funding cap—up 
from $750,000 to $4 million, also expand-
ing the program’s scope in the process to 
include all hard rock minerals in any re-
gion throughout the province. 

“We’re open for business and proud of 
it,” said Jim Reiter, formerly the Energy 
and Resource Minister. He credited com-
petitive exploration support programs like 
the TMEI as being attractive to perspective 
companies looking to set up shop in Sas-
katchewan.

The incentive is designed to focus spe-

that have drilled for hard rock minerals 
over the past year can submit an applica-
tion to the TMEI and would be eligible for 
a 25 per cent grant towards drilling costs, 
up to a maximum of $50,000 per year for 
uranium and $150,000 per year with all 
other hard rock minerals. 

in 2018 with a goal to diversify the pro-
vincial mineral sector. At that time, it was 
a route to help bolster drilling and explo-

-
erals Strategy, one goal was to increase 
Saskatchewan’s share of national mineral 
exploration spending to 15 per cent by 
2030. This target doubles the number of 
critical minerals produced in the province, 
in turn growing production of potash, ura-
nium and helium, plus establishing Sas-
katchewan as a rare earth element hub.

“It is a lofty target, but we think we’re 
going to get there, or at least very close to 
it,” Reiter replied when asked about the 
15 per cent by 2030 goal. “The program is 
pretty new, but it’s been working. In 2022, 

exploration spending; last year we were at 
10.2 per cent, so we had a big jump there. 
Our projections are showing that by the 
end of this year, it’s supposed to hit 10.8 
per cent.

“It takes these kinds of programs a little 
bit of time for industry to be aware and to 
take advantage of them. So we think we’re 

he continued. “There’s the traditional min-
erals that have always been important in 
Saskatchewan—potash and uranium—
we’re seeing a lot of exploration still in 

those, but we’re also seeing it in other areas 
too. So we think this is going to just keep 
growing.”

Another indication of growth is in the 
number of companies getting involved in 

to 28 this year. Those 28 exploration proj-
ects made $62.3 million in overall drill 
project expenditures, which is a huge gain 
from $9.8 million in the year previous.

In terms of production numbers (in 
volume), the most recent data from 2023 
showed potash accounting for 63 per cent, 
while a variety of other minerals such as 
gold, copper, zinc, silver and sodium sul-
phate, bentonite, and coal made up anoth-
er 32 per cent with salt and uranium com-
prising the remainder. 

So why is mineral exploration so impor-
tant in Saskatchewan right now?

“That’s what the companies look at 
before they actually develop the mines, 
which is an important part of the process,” 
Reiter said. “Then that sort of begs the 
question, ‘well, why do you want to en-
hance the mining industry anyway?’ It’s 

It creates revenues for the province, it cre-
ates jobs for our citizens, and that’s what 
it’s all about—the revenues for the prov-
ince is used for things that all our citizens 
want—for healthcare, for education, for 
our highways, for social services.”

Potash and uranium have been impor-

tant to the province for many years, but 
rare earth elements are also prevalent—
often found in uranium deposits. Thanks 
to continued work by the Saskatchewan 

those deposits is becoming more economi-
cal, poising the province for a potential 

the world’s largest producer of REEs at 
95 per cent, meeting around 97 per cent of 
global demand. But their market has noted 
decrease in exports over the past decade. 

“It’s expanding in a lot of areas. It’s not 
just the existing ones we’re used to getting 
larger—that’s happening—but we’re also 
seeing development in areas we’ve never 
had before,” Reiter said of overall develop-
ment in the province, also pointing to Fo-
ran Mining’s McIlvenna Bay copper mine 
in northeast Saskatchewan as an example.

As for the southeast corner of the prov-
ince—a land traditionally known for oil 
and gas—Reiter said he saw potential for 
the area. None of the 28 approved projects 
this year are based in the southeast, but 
there is interest nonetheless.

“I think the southeast part of the prov-
ince, we are going to see expansion there,” 
Reiter said. “We’re used to it being an oil 
and gas area, but we’re seeing a lot of in-
terest in that area because of helium and 
lithium.”

Businesses interested in the TMEI can 
apply through the provincial government 
website, or by contacting the Ministry of 
Energy and Resources.
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DR. NATHAN ,  KNEZACEK OD

Direct billing available for Nutrien and
Mosaic Employee Safety Glasses

Welcoming Dr. Tanisha Bomboir
January 2025

Box 1270 | 519 Main St , Esterhazy, SK S0A 0X0

Phone: 306-745-2524 | Fax: 306-745-3437
Eye Exams, Glasses, Contact Lenses & Laser Surgery Referrals

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

SANDBLASTING & COATING

Prairie Blasting  
& Coating Ltd. 

Virden, MB   |   204-748-2864 
E-mail: prairieblast@gmail.com

NACE Level III Inspector on Staff

 Tanking Linings  
& Exteriors

 External Pipeline  
Coatings

 Plural Component 
Spray Units

 Potable Water  
Supply Coatings

 Structural Steel/ 
Heavy Equipment

Fast Trucking Service Ltd. has been servicing 
the oil and gas sector for over 65 years.

We specialize in moving drilling rigs and 
other oil related equipment. We service 

the oil patch from Southwestern Manitoba 
all the way to the foothills of Alberta!

Carnduff, SK • 306-482-3244
Swift Current, SK • 306-773-8611
www.fasttruckingservice.com

Expanded TMEI funding aims to grow Sask mining industry

Nutrien Scissors Creek
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We wish to Thank and Recognize Mosaic and Nutrien 
and their employees for their continued success & 

support throughout the province!

•

Site Development
Mining Industry

Earth Moving

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

DEMOday 
       2025

Innovations   
   That Matter

Inspiring
  Actionable 
     Solutions

www.imii.ca

The Manitoba government is announcing an additional 
intake of up to $2 million in funding through the Mani-
toba Mineral Development Fund (MMDF) to spur imme-
diate economic growth, Economic Development, Invest-
ment, Trade and Natural Resources Minister Jamie Moses 
announced November 4. 

“Our government is growing the critical mineral sector 
and creating good jobs for Manitobans by enabling the 
Manitoba Mineral Development Fund to advance proj-
ects in Manitoba,” said Moses. 

Administered through the Manitoba Chamber of Com-
merce, the MMDF strategically funds economic develop-
ment and mining projects of up to $300,000 per project 
that create Indigenous partnerships, increase local em-
ployment and stimulate investment in northern Mani-
toba. Since 2020, $14.7 million has been provided to 90 
projects. This has leveraged over $128 million in private 
sector capital, generated over 660 jobs and 128 commu-
nity and Indigenous partnerships. 

“The MMDF has been an overwhelming success in 

providing funding that has resulted in increased oppor-
tunities for partnerships and development along with 
employment opportunities that have strengthened and 
greatly benefited communities in the north and across 
the province,” said Chuck Davidson, president and 
CEO, Manitoba Chambers of Commerce, and chair of 
the MMDF board. “The Manitoba government’s ongoing 
commitment to supporting and investing in projects that 
contribute to sustainable mineral development will help 
position Manitoba as a leader in the mineral sector.” 

The Manitoba government has also partnered with the 
Mining Association of Manitoba Inc. to revise and mod-
ernize the guidelines for early mineral exploration. The 
guidelines provide clear direction to industry for under-
taking early mineral exploration in the province to sup-
port and educate companies as they plan early mineral 
exploration projects to the highest environmental and 
industry standards. The new guidelines will also serve 
as a reference tool for Indigenous communities and regu-
latory bodies evaluating mineral exploration projects in 

Manitoba, said Moses. 
The federal government has identified 34 minerals as 

critical for promoting green energy and sustainable eco-
nomic success. Manitoba, which is sixth on the Fraser 
Institute Annual Survey of Mining Companies’ Invest-
ment Global Attractiveness Index, has 30 of these 34 criti-
cal minerals. Critical minerals are crucial for Manitoba’s 
growth as a low-carbon leader and are essential to devel-
oping clean technologies, energy storage systems, electric 
vehicles and other technologies that advance net-zero tar-
gets, noted the minister. 

For more information on critical minerals in Manitoba, 
visit www.manitoba.ca/minerals. For more information 
on the Manitoba Mineral Development Fund and the next 
intake, visit https://mmdf.ca/.

Manitoba invests in mineral development future
Manitoba Mineral Development Fund, modernized early mineral exploration guidelines,

infrastructure study will help more companies and projects thrive: Moses

Like what
you see?

To advertise in our 

next Mining, Energy 

and Manufacturing 

feature, call

306-435-2455 or 

email world_

spectator

@sasktel.net
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Thank-you to Mosaic and 
Nutrien for your continued support 

in purchasing mine-ready 
underground vehicles!

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

October oil & gas public 
offering generates $7.3 

million in revenue
The Government of Saskatchewan’s 

Crown oil and natural gas public offer-
ing, held on Tuesday, October 29 raised 
$7,304,936.95 for the province, with the Es-
tevan area generating the majority of the 
revenue.

Of the 112 parcels posted for this offer-
ing, 93 received acceptable bids, covering 
a total 15,347.639 hectares.

nancial interest, bringing in $5,417,916.25 
for 56 leases and one exploration licence 
for a total of 8,330.517 hectares.

The Kindersley area generated 
$1,325,636.53 for 21 leases for a total of 
5,063.604 hectares.

Surge Energy Inc. made the highest 
bonus bid and the highest dollars-per-
hectare bid in its offering of $1,369,276.03, 
or $5,284.76 per hectare. This was for a 
259.099 hectare lease in the Estevan area, 

northeast of Macoun. 
Millennium Land (444) Ltd. won the 

single exploration licence posted in this of-
fering, bidding $407,670.71 for a 2,318.023 
hectare licence in the Estevan area, south 
of Minton.

year, the provincial government has raised 
$37,382,523.18 in revenue. The next offer-
ing is scheduled for December 3, 2024. 

There are six scheduled public offerings 
of oil and natural gas dispositions held 

cess uses an open and competitive bidding 
system to issue oil and natural gas disposi-
tions.

Several factors affect public offering 
activity, including changes in oil and gas 
prices, land availability, geological and 
technological constraints and various 
market conditions.

Reach 12,000 readers in 20 local communities
when you advertise in the World-Spectator!

Call 306-435-2455 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net
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For Saskatchewan,
Buy Saskatchewan

Championing

Local Industry

Connecting  Members 

to the World

Committed to 

Saskatchewan 

SIMSA represents and elevates mining, energy and 

industrial suppliers in Saskatchewan. Through innovation, 

collaboration and connection, SIMSA empowers members to 

thrive internationally and, more importantly, here at home.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE IN 
SASKATCHEWAN & MANITOBA

WE DELIVER TO NUTRIEN 
ROCANVILLE MINE SITE

Monday - Friday
3 Gallon or 5 Gallon Jugs Available

Dykes Water & Ice is located 
at 122 Ellice Street, 

Rocanville, SK

306-645-2828
dykeswaterandice@gmail.com

Mining,Energy 
and Manufacturing

MAX Power reveals Canada’s largest Natural Hydrogen Target Area
Continued from Page B16

Given the limited number of wells (45) in the data set 
covering the Rider Natural Hydrogen Project, vs. the 
number of total wells believed to have been drilled in the 
region for which data is not available, the fact that seven 
of these wells showed hydrogen grades >10% at varying 

hydrogen grades between 1% and 10%).
MAX Power Special Advisor Denis Brière, VP-Engineer-

ing for Chapman Hydrogen and Petroleum Engineering 
-

ery of a naturally occurring hydrogen gas accumulation 
in Mali, West Africa, over a decade ago was tremendously 
gratifying, especially since it quickly powered an entire 
village with low-cost, emissions-free electricity. This news 
from Saskatchewan—the scale of the opportunity and the 
very high historical grades—represents a watershed de-
velopment for the world in the rapidly emerging Natural 
Hydrogen sector. Chapman is looking forward to work-
ing with MAX Power to take the Rider Natural Hydrogen 
Project to the next level.”  

Geologists are designing a near-term program to verify 
and validate the existence of a naturally occurring hydro-
gen trend at Rider.

MAX Power continues to review an extensive array of 
datasets in Saskatchewan and elsewhere with an aggres-

the Natural Hydrogen sector in Canada and the United 
States.

“Pro-energy and pro-business Saskatchewan is ex-

North America to produce Natural Hydrogen given a 
combination of highly favorable geology and a clearly 

-
ment of this important new alternate energy source,” the 
company said.

MAX Power CEO Rav Mlait added: “The acquisition 
of key permits to form the Rider Natural Hydrogen Proj-
ect in Southeast Saskatchewan is a major development 

for MAX Power as we hit the ground running with the 
largest target area in the country for Natural Hydrogen in 
one of the best jurisdictions globally for exploration and 
resource development. 

“The efforts of the MAX Power team are to be com-

mended as we have used proprietary methods and state-
of-the-art data modelling to uncover best-in-class targets. 

-
ewan and we are very enthused to be working in this 
forward-looking province. “

Visit us online at
www.world-spectator.com
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The communities of the 
area thank Nutrien and 

Mosaic for their 
contributions to our 

communities. 

Nutrien and Mosaic have 
been good corporate 

citizens and have 
contributed greatly to all 

of our communities.

We’re proud to see the 
major investments that 

Nutrien and Mosaic have 
made in our area, and  

we look forward to 
working with you  

in the future!
Town of Esterhazy

Town of Moosomin

R.M. of Fertile Belt

R.M. of Martin

R.M. of Rocanville

R.M. of Spy Hill

R.M. of Moosomin




