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The Saskatchewan Agriculture Student Scholarship
Program is now accepting applications
BY ROB PAUL
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Applications are now being accepted for
the 2021 Saskatchewan Agriculture Student Scholarship Program. The program is
focussed on giving graduating high school
students in Saskatchewan interested in the
Ag industry an avenue to continue studying agriculture in post-secondary and help
contribute to the sector.
The Saskatchewan Agriculture Student
Scholarship Program invites grade 12 students and recent high school graduates
who are planning to take agriculture-related post-secondary education beginning in
the fall of 2021 to apply. The deadline for
applications is March 1, 2021.
This year’s theme is ‘transparency.’ Applicants for the scholarship are encouraged
to explore what transparency is and how it
is connected to the public’s perception of
modern agriculture.
Submissions to the program should answer one of the guiding questions about
the theme of transparency. The guiding
questions are, what does transparency in
modern agriculture look like? And, what
can the agriculture industry do to improve
its transparency?
To apply, students are asked to submit a
creative three-minute video or 1,000-word
essay discussing transparency in agricul-

velopment of ideas, structure and clarity, most important parts of what they do becreativity and quality, and professional- cause these students are the future of the
ism. Leadership qualities and school/ Ag industry and this gives them a path
community involvement in letters of rec- to sharing their ideas while helping with
ommendation will also be taken into con- their education.
“We’ve been doing the scholarship for a
sideration. The Ministry of Agriculture
reserves the right to publish or promote all number of years now,” said Marit. “It’s just
something to help grade 12 students that
submissions as deemed appropriate.
For more information on the Saskatch- are looking at post-secondary education
ewan Agriculture Student Scholarship LQWKHDJULFXOWXUHUHDOP:H·YHEHHQRͿHU
Program, visit www.saskatchewan.ca/ag- ing it for quite a while and what we do is
scholarship. The award is funded through theme it every year. This year the theme is
the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a transparency with not just transparency in
ÀYH\HDUPLOOLRQLQYHVWPHQWLQVWUD the agriculture, but a focus on public trust
tegic initiatives by the federal and provin- and where that can lead.
“Applicants can either do an essay or a
cial governments.
The scholarship encourages constructive video and then we have a panel of indusSaskatchewan Agriculture Minconversations about where food comes try people and government/ministry folks
ister David Marit.
from and how everyone along the value- as well who look at them and judge them.
ture. The submissions will be judged and FKDLQIURPWKHÀHOGWRWDEOHVKDUHVDUROH 7KHQ WKH ÀUVW SODFH ZLQQHU JHWV D 
EXUVDU\ DQG WKHQ WKH RWKHU ÀQDOLVWV JHW D
one scholarship of $4,000 and three runner- in communicating about food production.
“The Agriculture Student Scholarship $2,000 bursary so it’s something we’ve
up scholarships of $2,000 will be awarded.
Along with the video or written sub- Program is an opportunity for our prov- done to help the younger generation intermission, students must provide a letter of ince’s youth to help tell industry’s story,” ested in the Ag industry. I think it really
conditional acceptance to a post-secondary Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister David adds to students who are engaged in the
institution and provide a letter of recom- Marit said. “By encouraging the best and Ag industry or want to be engaged in the
mendation from either a teacher/profes- brightest young minds to pursue a career Ag industry with an opportunity for fundsor, agriculture industry leader, or com- in agriculture, we are helping to ensure ing towards their post-secondary educathe future success of this important sec- tion.
munity leader.
“We also get some pretty good ideas
Videos and written submissions will be tor.”
The basis of the scholarship program from it and get an understanding of what
judged by a review committee based on:
alignment with the theme provided, de- is for the Ag industry to hear new ideas kids are thinking. It’s something we’re rewhile also providing a stepping stone for ally quite proud of and it’s in partnership
the younger generation in the province in- with the federal government through the
terested in agriculture.
CAP funding.”
“Young people are key to the continued
Marit says that it’s not just about giving
growth and prosperity of Canada’s agri- these students a helping hand, but truly
cultural sector,” said Federal Agriculture hearing from them with fresh ideas and
and Agri-Food Minister Marie-Claude Bi- learning about where the younger generabeau. “This scholarship program will give tion sees the Ag industry going in the fuyoung leaders the help they need to pur- ture.
sue their studies and embark on a reward“It’s really quite good,” he said. “It gives
ing career in the sector.”
them an opportunity to showcase what
south have adequate sup- in spring 2021.
The 2020 winner of the scholarship pro- piques their interest in the Ag industry and
plies, surface water users
Compared to the south gram, Mackenzie Van Damme, submitted where their focus is. Obviously, for a perwho rely on smaller reser- where conditions at freeze- an essay that highlighted the impact of ag- son who has been farming all their life, like
voirs or dugouts have been up were much drier, the ULFXOWXUHRQ6DVNDWFKHZDQVSHFLÀFDOO\KHU myself, it’s really kind of neat to see these
impacted by the dry condi- LQÀOWUDWLRQ FDSDFLW\ RI WKH own community, Imperial. Her essay also young kids with some of the ideas they
tions. This includes both soils and storage capacity WRXFKHG RQ JHQHWLFDOO\ PRGLÀHG RUJDQ have and where they think agriculture is
diminished supplies and within wetland areas will isms, new technology in the agriculture going.
quality.
be higher, reducing the sector and how innovation has modern“It builds on everything that’s happenOver northern areas of risk of above normal run- ized farms and increased sustainability ing around the Ag sector here in the provthe province, well above RͿFRPHVSULQJ2YHUWKHVH across the industry.
ince when you look at value-added, new
normal rainfall in late southern areas, above nor´7KH VFKRODUVKLS KDV RͿHUHG PH VR technology, and everything. It’s quite a
spring and throughout mal snowfall would likely much,” said Van Damme. “By helping to circle right now and it’s pretty dynamic
the summer has resulted be needed to result in suf- fund my education, I’m able to learn all and interesting to be around right now. It’s
in conditions at freeze-up ÀFLHQW UXQRͿ WR UHSOHQLVK about agriculture, meet new people and always good to know what the younger
that are wetter than nor- surface water supplies in VSDUNDQHYHQJUHDWHUSDVVLRQIRUWKHÀHOGµ generation is thinking.”
mal. This is particularly spring 2021.
Van Damme is furthertrue for the Churchill River
Current long-range fore- ing her education at the
%DVLQ ZKHUH ÁRZV DW WKH casts and climate indices University of Saskatchend of October were at or suggest above normal pre- ewan. She plans to obit a
near record levels for this cipitation and below nor- Bachelor’s of Science in
WLPH RI \HDU :LQWHU ÁRZV mal temperature over the Agriculture with a focus on
within northern areas are winter months.
agronomy.
expected to remain above
WSA will release their
The Ministry of Agriculnormal throughout the LQLWLDO 6SULQJ 5XQRͿ 2XW ture believes the scholarwinter. Wet conditions in look in early February.
SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP
ship program is one of the
the north will increase the
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts
ULVNRIDERYHQRUPDOUXQRͿ

Freeze up report shows
various moisture
conditions across Sask
The
Water
Security
Agency (WSA) released its
2020 Conditions at FreezeUp report, showing a
mixed picture for moisture
conditions across the province entering winter. In
combination with the winter snowpack, this forecast
becomes the initial conditions for the spring snowPHOWUXQRͿ
Most agricultural areas
of the province entered the
winter drier than normal,
particularly the area east
of Gravelbourg and south
of Yorkton where severe
dry conditions exist. Exceptions are areas in the
extreme southwest and
northern portions of the
grain belt where conditions
at freeze-up were near normal.
While most larger water
supply reservoirs in the

Doug’s
Mobile Service Ltd.

LAND FOR SALE BY OWNER

LAND DESCRIPTION:
NE 15-12-33 W1 RM of Walpole #92
Fenced and cross-fenced with 2 dugouts
Approximately 48 cultivated acres, remainder in pasture

Marek Zdunczyk

306-435-1717
Moosomin, SK

CARS | TRUCKS | ENGINES
TRANSMISSIONS | HORSE TRAILERS
AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
AIR CONDITIONING | SCANS
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS | BOATS
TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

Mail sealed tenders to:
LAND TENDER
P0 Box 146
MOOSOMIN SK, S0G 3N0
Tenders close at noon on January 27, 2021
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE:
1. Close of sale to be on or before March 1, 2021
2. Tender must be paid in full on or before
March 1, 2021
3. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
4. Buyer responsible for all legal fees to transfer title.
For more information phone: 306-435-6656
13:1p

Hwy. #3 East • Melita, MB

(204) 522-8451
FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

Hauling Grain,
Fertilizer, Equipment,
Potable Water and Gravel.
PLUS Winch Truck Service.

Ph: 306-645-2032
Rocanville, SK
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Renewed funding for the Next Gen
Agriculture Mentorship Program
BY ROB PAUL
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
The Governments of
Canada and Saskatchewan
are announcing $200,000
in renewed funding for
the Next Gen Agriculture
Mentorship Program (Next
Gen), a Saskatchewan initiative delivered by Canadian Western Agribition
(CWA). The funding will
take the program into 2023,
allowing for two additional cycles of mentorship
matches.
The objective of the program is to develop young
leaders and prepare them
to take on active roles in
industry leadership, governance and efforts to build
public trust. The program
does this by pairing each
successful applicant with
an established member of
the agriculture industry.
It serves as part of the
Ministry of Agriculture’s
effort to increase engagement between experienced
professionals
and
the
next generation of industry leaders. This renewed
funding will allow 16 new
mentees to enter the program over the next two
years.
“Canada’s young agricultural professionals and
producers are key to the future success of our sector,”
said federal Agriculture
and Agri-Food Minister
Marie-Claude Bibeau.
“Our government is
working hard to ensure our
youth have access to the
necessary training and opportunities that will allow
them to develop their skills
to become leaders in the
agriculture industry. By ensuring they are equipped
for the future, we can build
a stronger, more prosperous agriculture industry in
Saskatchewan and across
the country.”
This year, eight applicants will be selected and
paired with a mentor for
an 18-month mentorship
experience beginning in
February 2021. Applicants should have clear
developmental goals and
exhibit strong leadership
potential. More information about the program is
available online at www.
saskatchewan.ca/CAP.
“It’s exciting to watch
the Next Gen Agriculture
Mentorship program grow
as it has over the last two
years,” CWA President
Chris Lees said. “To see
what the mentees are getting out of the program
and the connections they’re
making is something CWA
is proud to be a part of.”
Next Gen is funded
through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a
ÀYH\HDU  PLOOLRQ LQ
vestment in strategic initiatives for Saskatchewan agriculture by the federal and
provincial governments.
“The agriculture sector is an important driver
of economic activity in
our province,” Agricul-

ture Minister David Marit
said. “This program offers
mentees new opportunities for knowledge sharing
and network expansion
while ensuring they have
the resources they need to
contribute to our thriving
industry.”
The mentorship program
gives young people involved in the Ag industry
an opportunity to learn and
develop their ability from a
governance perspective as
well as helps them create
relationships with those already in the industry says
Marit.
“We’ve been doing the
mentorship program for a
couple years now and it’s
in partnership with the
Canadian Western Agribition,” said Marit. “They
kind of administer and
house the program and
so we just signed a twoyear agreement at $100,000
per year. What we do is,
we take young kids from
around the province that
are interested in governance—where they want
to be on commissions and
looking Ag policy and
things in that realm—and
we seek out mentors—
mentors can be from right
across Canada.
“We do eight of them per
year, so we put the eight
mentees with a mentor
for about 18 months. With
the situation we’re in right
now, it’s different, but the
ÀUVW \HDU ZH GLG LW WKH\
would go to conferences
and sort of work things
out and learn about the
process that way. A great

Ogema’s Codie Nagy is an alum of the Ag
Mentorship Program, he was recently elected
to the SaskCanola Board.
example of one is the SaskCanola council had elections for board members
just last month and one of
the young folks that was in
the mentorship program—
Codie Nagy fro Ogema—
actually got elected to the
board.
“It helps them so they’re
not going onto these
boards and commissions
not knowing what it’s like
and what their role is,”
Marit said. “It really helps
them to become a better
board member and give
them the experience that
other professional people
have had. The nice thing
about it is that it’s really
a one-to-one so they learn
from very smart people
who have been involved in
Ag policy and governance.

FARMLAND FOR SALE
BY OWNER
E½-25-6-29
RM of Two Borders
4 Miles South of
Sinclair, MB and 1 Mile East
Bull Dozer
Send offers by December 31, 2020 to:
sklent@mts.com
Fax: 204-522-3986
Mail: Box 700
Melita, MB R0M 1L0
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Scott Jones: 204-522-6269
Keith Jones: 204-522-3986

B

K

12:2p

FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES
BARRY

KENT

306-434-6046

306-435-6040

It’s important that we hear
the young folks and their
ideas around Ag and it
trains these young people
to really get engaged in the
whole Ag policy and governance structure. This is
something that I’ve never
had and we’re trying to
develop that next generation.”
Codie Nagy stumbled
onto the mentorship program and it’s been a huge
help to him developing his
professional career and he
credits it to being elected
to the SaskCanola board.
He says it allowed him to

get in-depth knowledge on
Ag governance helped him
network with the most experienced members of the
industry.
“I just found it on the internet when I was googling
mentorship programs in
Saskatchewan when I came
across it,” said Nagy. “I
ZDVSDUWRIWKHÀUVWFRKRUW
so that was around November of 2018. So I sent in
an application on a whim
hoping to hear something
back and I got a phone call
in February saying I’d been
accepted.
“It was phenomenal. The
amount of people you meet
and get to interact with
through a program like this
is amazing. Before Covid
caused the cancellation of
the conferences, I was able
to attend a fair amount of
them and the amount of
people I met through my
mentor—Alanna Koch—

was phenomenal. In my
personal experience with
the program, the networking capability is the biggest thing. The team does
a great job rounding up
the right mentors and pairing them up with the right
mentees. So for me with
Alanna, the biggest takeaway was the amount of
people she knows and the
experience she has—she
was able to unload some of
that information onto me,”
he said.
“Getting elected to the
SaskCanola Board was
absolutely a byproduct of
the mentorship program.
It connected me with Alanna, whose husband is
Gerry Hertz and he’s a
director for SaskCanola.
Talking with him it kind of
piqued my interest a little
more and gave me the conÀGHQFHWRSXWP\QDPHRXW
there.”

LANE REALTY

For the most exposure that you deserve in the marketing of
your farm or ranch property – Contact your local agent:

JASON BEUTLER (306) 735-7811

LANE REALTY

Saskatchewan’s Farm & Ranch Specialists ™
Ph: (306) 569-3380 • E-mail: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net
WITH OVER 39 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!
“Now representing purchasers from across Canada and overseas!”

www.lanerealty.com

13:1c
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What to consider for next steps in growth or diversiﬁcation
BY TREVOR BACQUE
There comes a time in farm operations when the conversation to expand or diversify the business comes up.
The inevitable questions commonly include how, when
and, most importantly, why?
But what does a farm CEO need to consider before answering these questions? Asking an advisor like Mark
Verwey, BDO’s partner and national agriculture leader
in Portage la Prairie, Man., would be a good start. He’s
been advising farm clients for more than 25 years on everything from estate and succession planning to tax planning and wealth management.

Involve your ﬁnancial institution
)URP 9HUZH\·V SHUVSHFWLYH RQH RI WKH ÀUVW FRQVLGHU
DWLRQV LV WR KDYH \RXU ÀQDQFLDO KRXVH LQ RUGHU VLQFH D
JURZWK RU GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ SKDVH LV RIWHQ D FDSLWDOLQWHQ
sive proposition.
´,W·VLPSRUWDQWWRPHHWZLWK\RXUÀQDQFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQ
well in advance of any decision, to try and arrange preDXWKRUL]HG ÀQDQFLQJµ KH VD\V ´7KLV ZLOO DOORZ \RX WR
PRYHTXLFNO\VKRXOGDQRSSRUWXQLW\DULVHµ
A lender will examine the strength of your operation
EHIRUHDSSURYLQJDGGLWLRQDOÀQDQFLQJVREHSUHSDUHGWR
talk about three ratios: debt-to-equity, debt-servicing and

“You must avoid going into a project that you love
without having the technical expertise nor potential to
PDNHLWSURÀWDEOH7KDW·VZKDW\RXFDOODKREE\µKHVD\V
“Bottom line is that acting from the heart can be dangerRXVZLWKRXWWKHSURSHUÀQDQFLDODQDO\VLVµ

working capital.
Build a solid business plan
Similarly, diversifying may be a great decision, but
don’t go in blind. Verwey suggests farmers have a solid
business plan to cover key areas such as production, labour, technical expertise and marketing opportunities.

Flexibility is key
2SHUDWLRQV DVLGH WKH SDQGHPLF RI  ZDV D ÁXLG
situation, and farmers had to consider many factors that
could impact their business model.
´&29,' KDV H[HPSOLÀHG KRZ XQFHUWDLQ IDUPLQJ
FDQ EH WKH QHHG WR EH ÀQDQFLDOO\ DZDUH RI \RXU RSHUD
tions and the need to be prepared for these uncertain
WLPHVDKHDGµ9HUZH\VD\V+HDGGVWKDW&DQDGD·VIDUP
ers always face challenges, including recent geopolitical
LVVXHV ZLWK &KLQD SULFH ÁXFWXDWLRQ ZHDWKHU DQG IDUP
subsidies.
Feeling stuck at the starting line? Check out our March
2019 story about Beverly Greenhouses, one of Ontario’s
largest commercial cucumber operations run by brothers
Jan and Dale VanderHout. One of many ways they diversify is through energy, generating baseload electricity for
internal use and recycling heat to keep the greenhouses
DW RSWLPXP WHPSHUDWXUH 'LYHUVLÀFDWLRQ PD\ EH HDVLHU
than you think.

You’re behind Canadian food
and we’re behind you

THERMOSTATS • BLOCK HEATERS
ANTIFREEZE • CIRCULATING HEATERS

We’re FCC, the only lender 100% invested in
Canadian agriculture and food. That means we’re
invested in you, with ﬁnancing and knowledge
to help you achieve your dreams.

fcc.ca

1-888-332-3301

WE HAVE
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR

HEATING NEEDS!
ROCANVILLE, SK

LANGENBURG, SK

306-645-2112

306-743-2332

DREAM. GROW. THRIVE.

We have the best Wheat,
Barley and Faba Bean varieties
If we don’t have what you want,
we will bring it in for you!
CALL/TEXT

Glen Crosson: 306.608.9009
Lorne Crosson: 306.435.7148

websterseedfarm.ca

 Wheatland
 Starbuck
 Redberry

 Alida
 Elie

 Rowan
 Synergy
 Connect

12

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, December 28, 2020

Ag News
A wrap of the decade that was 2020 (July to December)
BY MARTHA ROBERTS
FARM CREDIT CANADA
7KH ÀUVW KDOI RI  ZDV QRWKLQJ EXW
D RQFHDFHQWXU\ VHLVPLF VKRFN %\ -XO\
DFURVVDOO&DQDGLDQDJIRRGDQGDJULEXVL
QHVV VHFWRUV ZH NQHZ ´WKH QHZ QRUPDOµ
ZDVVLPSO\FRGHIRUPXFKWKDWZDVDEQRU
PDO1RQHWKHOHVVQHZVRI&29,'IDG
HG VRPHZKDW DV FURS SURJUHVV DQG PHDW
SURFHVVLQJ GRPLQDWHG KHDGOLQHV LQ -XO\
DQG $XJXVW 1HZV RI VXFFHVVIXO YDFFLQH
GHYHORSPHQW VSXUUHG KRSH HYHU\ZKHUH
6HSWHPEHU DQG 2FWREHU DOVR KHOG PXFK
SURPLVH GHVSLWH PRXQWLQJ HYLGHQFH RI
&29,'·V UHWXUQ 1RYHPEHU ZDV ÀOOHG
ZLWK XQFHUWDLQW\ IROORZLQJ WKH 86 HOHF
WLRQZKLOH'HFHPEHU·VULVLQJFRPPRGLW\
SULFHVSRLQWHGWRDPXFKQHHGHGUHFRYHU\

July
7KH 3DUOLDPHQWDU\ %XGJHW 2IÀFHU·V
3%2  XSGDWH RI LWV &29,' HFRQRPLF
VFHQDULRV VXJJHVWHG WKH  UHFHVVLRQ
ZRXOG EH GHHS )LJXUH   +RZHYHU E\
-XO\ &DQDGD·V HFRQRP\ ZDV RQ D EHWWHU
WUDFNWKDQPDQ\KDGDVVXPHGLWZRXOGEH
DFRXSOHRIPRQWKVSULRU
+RZHYHU WZR ÀVFDO LQGLFDWRUV VWRRG
RXW 7KH EXGJHW GHÀFLW IRU  ZDV
SURMHFWHGDWRI*'3ZHOODERYHWKH
UHFRUGSHDNRI$QGWKHIHG
HUDO GHEWWR*'3 UDWLR ZDV SURMHFWHG DW
DWWKHHQGRIWKHÀVFDO\HDU
WKH KLJKHVW LQ DOPRVW  \HDUV ,W ZRXOG
WDNHVHYHUDOPRUHPRQWKVWRUHDOL]HWKHVH
PLG\HDU HVWLPDWHV ZHUH WRR RSWLPLVWLF
7KH %DQN RI &DQDGD KHOG LWV EHQFKPDUN
LQWHUHVW UDWH VWHDG\ DW  LQGLFDWLQJ LQ
ÁDWLRQZRXOGOLNHO\EHEHORZWKHWDUJHW
IRUWKHQH[WWZR\HDUV
2Q WKH EULJKW VLGH &860$ ZHQW LQWR
IRUFH -XO\  KHOSLQJ HDVH DQ\ ZRUULHV
DERXW WKH KHDOWK RI 1RUWK$PHULFDQ VXS
SO\ FKDLQV 7KH SRZHUIXO DJUHHPHQW RXW
OLQHG FKDOOHQJHV IDFLQJ VXSSO\PDQDJHG
VHFWRUV6LPXOWDQHRXVO\LWHQKDQFHGWUDGH
VWDELOLW\ DPRQJ RWKHU EHQHÀWV  ZLWK D
SDUWQHUDFFRXQWLQJIRURYHURI&DQD
GLDQDJULFXOWXUHDQGDJULIRRGH[SRUWVDQG
QHDUO\RILPSRUWVLQ
August
,I WKH HDUO\ VXPPHU PRQWKV RI -XQH
DQG-XO\VKRZHGDEUHDNLQWKHUHOHQWOHVV
VWUHDPRIZRUU\LQJQHZV$XJXVWEURXJKW
HYHQEHWWHUQHZV0DMRUZHDWKHUHYHQWVLQ
WKH86UHGXFHGH[SHFWDWLRQVRIWKH
PDUNHWLQJ \HDU·V FURS VL]H IRU ERWK FRUQ
DQGVR\EHDQV%HWWHUSULFHVDQGDQH[FHO
OHQWKDUYHVWZRXOGGRZRQGHUVIRUJURZWK
LQ &DQDGLDQ SURGXFHUV· FURS UHFHLSWV IRU
 'DWD IRU WKH VHFRQG TXDUWHU KDG DO
UHDG\VKRZQDQLQFUHDVHLQWKRVHUHFHLSWV
7KHEHHISDFNLQJSODQWVWKDWKDGFORVHG
LQ VSULQJ DQG HDUO\ VXPPHU ZHUH RQFH
DJDLQUXQQLQJDWIXOOFDSDFLW\WKHLUUHWXUQ
SURPSWLQJ0F'RQDOGVWRUHVXPHSXUFKDV
HVRI&DQDGLDQEHHI$QGZKLOHWKHZHDN
HQHG &$' KDG KHOSHG ERRVW H[SRUWV WR
&KLQDDQGWKH86LQWKHHDUO\GD\VRIWKH

A glimmer of hope for a V-type economic rebound
SDQGHPLF WKH ORRQLH·V JURZLQJ VWUHQJWK
UHODWLYH WR D GHFOLQLQJ 86' )LJXUH  
WKURXJKRXW WKH VXPPHU ERGHG ZHOO IRU
LPSRUWHUVRIIRRGHTXLSPHQWDQGLQSXWV
6XFKVWUHQJWKGLGQ·WVKRZXSHYHU\ZKHUH
7KH&$'FRQWLQXHGWRGHFOLQHDJDLQVWWKH
(XURZLWK&DQDGDHQMR\LQJDFRPSHWLWLYH
HGJHDJDLQVW(XURSHDQH[SRUWHUVWR&KLQD
September
0RUH JRRG QHZV DUULYHG LQ 6HSWHPEHU
+RJ SULFHV VXUJHG DIWHU WKH GLVFRYHU\ RI
$IULFDQ6ZLQH)OXLQ*HUPDQ\(OVHZKHUH
H[SHFWHG &DQDGLDQ SURGXFWLRQ ZDV HV
WLPDWHG WR EH KLJKHU IRU PRVW FURSV WKDQ
SUHYLRXV HVWLPDWHV³DQG LQ WKH FDVH RI
ZKHDWWKHKDUYHVWZDVIRUHFDVWWREH
WKHVHFRQGODUJHVWRQUHFRUG
3URGXFWLRQ JURZWK SXVKHG H[SHFWHG
UHYHQXHV XS IRU FDQROD GU\ SHDV OHQWLOV
GXUXP DQG VSULQJ ZKHDW &RUQ DQG VR\
EHDQIXWXUHVFRQWLQXHGWRWUHQGXSDVGLG
HVWLPDWHVRIWKHLU&DQDGLDQSULFHV86H[
SRUWFRPPLWPHQWVWR&KLQDLQLI
DGKHUHGWRZRXOGEHIRXUWLPHVWKHDFWXDO
YROXPHRIH[SRUWVEHWZHHQWKHWZRVXSHU
SRZHUVLQ
6RPHQHZVZDVPL[HGRUSRLQWHGWRXQ
FHUWDLQ RXWFRPHV )RU LQVWDQFH DOWKRXJK
JOREDOHFRQRPLFRXWSXWUHFRYHUHGVZLIWO\
DIWHU WKH ÀUVW VKRFN FDXVHG E\ WKH SDQ
GHPLFLWKDGORVWPRPHQWXPVKRUWO\DIWHU
7KH  )&& )DUPODQG 9DOXHV 5HSRUW
SXEOLVKHGLQ$SULOKDGVKRZQDGHFOLQHLQ
IDUPODQG·V DIIRUGDELOLW\³·V JURZWK
LQIDUPLQFRPHKDGQ·WNHSWSDFHZLWKWKH
JURZWKLQODQGYDOXHV:KLOHWKHÀUVWVL[
PRQWKVRIGLGQ·WUHYHDOPXFKLPSDFW
IURP&29,'RQODQGYDOXHVWKHVHFRQG
KDOIPD\7KHORZDQGIDOOLQJFRPPRGLW\

SULFHVZHVDZGXULQJWKHHDUO\PRQWKVRI
WKH SDQGHPLF PD\ KDYH ZHDNHQHG IDUP
ODQG GHPDQG EHWZHHQ -DQXDU\ DQG -XQH
%XWKLJKHUSULFHVDQGFURSUHYHQXHVLQWKH
VHFRQG KDOI DORQJ ZLWK WKH ORZ LQWHUHVW
UDWHV&29,'KDVSURGXFHGVKRXOGLQ
FUHDVHGHPDQGIRUWKHUHVWRIWKH\HDU
October
6XUHHQRXJKWKHJRRGQHZVRIWKHVXP
PHU ZDQHG LQ 2FWREHU ZKHQ DV H[SHFW

HG &29,' FDVHV JDLQHG PRPHQWXP
:KLOHWKHDJDQGIRRGVXSSO\FKDLQVKDG
SURYHQ UHPDUNDEO\ UHVLOLHQW LQ WKH ÀUVW
QLQH PRQWKV ZH VWDUWHG WR DJDLQ ZDWFK
VRPHRIWKHPRVWFULWLFDOWUHQGVDQGIDFWRUV
WR XQGHUVWDQG WKHLU UHHPHUJLQJ LPSDFWV
RQWKRVHFKDLQV
&KDQJHV WR ERWK SURGXFWLRQ DQG FRQ
VXPSWLRQRIDQLPDOSURWHLQV
0HDVXUHV LPSOHPHQWHG LQ SDFNLQJ
SODQWVWRFRQWUROWKHVSUHDGRI&29,'
7KHPDFURHFRQRP\LQFOXGLQJ*'3DQG
XQHPSOR\PHQW
$QDO\VLVFRQGXFWHGWKLVPRQWKVKRZHG
WKH\HDU·VJURZWKLQ&DQDGLDQDJDQGIRRG
H[SRUWV EHWZHHQ -DQXDU\ DQG 6HSWHPEHU
KDGGRQHOLWWOHWRDOOHYLDWHFRQFHUQVDERXW
WKHHIIHFWLYHQHVVRI&(7$&DQDGD·VWUDGH
DJUHHPHQW ZLWK WKH (8 7KRVH FRQFHUQV
VWLOOH[LVW,QVWHDGRXUH[SRUWV·JDLQVKDG
EHHQODUJHO\DWWULEXWHGWRFKDOOHQJLQJ(8
ZHDWKHU ELRGLHVHO GHPDQG DQG D ZHDNHU
&$'FRPSDUHGWRWKH(XUR³QRWWKHWUDGH
DJUHHPHQW
%XW WKHUH ZDV VWLOO JRRG QHZV :HVWHUQ
&DQDGLDQJUDLQKDUYHVWZDVH[FHSWLRQDOO\
TXLFNWKLV\HDUOHDGLQJWRVWURQJSURGXFHU
GHOLYHULHVWRPHHWUREXVWGHPDQG6LPXO
WDQHRXVO\ WKH 86'$·V TXDUWHUO\ JUDLQ
VWRFNV UHSRUW ORZHUHG VWRFN HVWLPDWHV IRU
FRUQ VR\EHDQV DQG ZKHDW SXVKLQJ IX
WXUHVSULFHVXSDJDLQ86KRJSULFHVZHUH
VWURQJLQ2FWREHUZLWKRSWLPLVPJURZLQJ
DURXQG86H[SRUWVWR&KLQD
$QG WKH EXVLQHVV VHQWLPHQW WKDW ZDV
VWURQJLQ-DQXDU\EXWWKDWKDGIDOOHQGUD
PDWLFDOO\ VLQFH VKRZHG LPSURYHPHQW
)LJXUH ,Q2FWREHULWZDVVWLOOQHJDWLYH
EXWFOLPELQJ
Continued on Page 13 

WAPELLA, SK
306-532-7006
www.pipelinefoods.com

SPECIALIZING
IN RECEIVING
& SHIPPING
ORGANIC
GRAIN

HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

306-434-6485

lawrence_hein@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville
& Surrounding Areas!

Renovations
Handyman Service

Bringing Your Ideas To Life

Q Full Exterior Renos

Q Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

Q Full Interior Renos

Q Kitchen Back Splashes

Q Custom Decks

Q Basement Development

Q Drywall Painting

Q Custom Showers

Q Home Maintenance
Q Siding, Sofﬁt & Fascia

AND MUCH MORE!
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Ag News
A wrap of the decade that was 2020 (July to December)
Continued from Page 12
November
The month ushered in a hugely anticipated U.S. presidential election that read a
lot like a high schooler’s play about treason,
corruption, and U.S. pluck. Now in the middle of December, we’re still not sure how its
results will play out for Canadian agriculture, food manufacturers and agri-business
in the years ahead. Trade relations, especially with China, are arguably the #1 issue to
watch with a new U.S. administration.
November’s other major trade news was
DOVR VLJQLÀFDQW IRU &DQDGLDQ H[SRUWHUV
)LUVWÀIWHHQ$VLD3DFLÀFHFRQRPLHVVLJQHG
the Regional Comprehensive Economic
3DUWQHUVKLS7KHGHDOHQVXUHVJUHDWHUFRP
SHWLWLRQ IURP $XVWUDOLD IRU &DQDGD·V EHHI
DQG JUDLQV H[SRUWV RQFH LW FRPHV LQWR HI
fect. On the upside, Canada and the United
.LQJGRP UHDFKHG DQ LQWHULP SRVW%UH[LW
WUDGH DJUHHPHQW ([WHQGLQJ WKH WHUPV RI
&(7$RI&DQDGLDQSURGXFWVH[SRUWHG

Above: % change in CAD exchange rates since January 1 shows
growing strength against USD; declines against the Euro.
Left: Canadian business sentiment has improved across all regions
to the UK will remain tariff free.
Finally, the ag sector was spared some of
WKHZRUVWEXVLQHVVRXWFRPHVRI&29,'
during the fall months. For one thing, Canada’s backlog of fed cattle was down by
roughly 50,000 head between June and October, boosted by an even faster decline in
WKH86$QGQHZ6WDWV&DQ$$)&SULFLQJ
forecasted revenues for some of the largest
grains and oilseeds crops in 2020 to increase
year over year by almost two billion dolODUV³DUDWKHUDVWRQLVKLQJJDLQ

December
Local and global supply chains were both
UREXVW DQG IUDJLOH WKLV \HDU )RU H[DPSOH
the strength in demand from China and
production concerns in Europe, the Black
6HDUHJLRQDQG6RXWK$PHULFDOHGWRKLJKHU
grain, oilseed and pulse prices. Canola futures neared $600 per tonne in mid-December, a sharp contrast from the 2020 low of
$446 recorded in February. U.S. soybean
IXWXUHVÁLUWHGZLWK86SHUEXVKHODWWKH
beginning of the month, quite different than
WKH 86 UHFRUGHG LQ PLG0DUFK 86
corn futures at the beginning of the month
ZHUHKLJKHUWKDQLQ$SULO&DWWOHSULFHV
remain below their 5-year average, but hog
prices have rebounded from the summer
lows.
0RVW RI WKHVH HFRQRPLF VLJQDOV SRLQW WR
a recovery. But although we’re ending an
LQFUHGLEO\GLIÀFXOW\HDUZH·UHQRWWKURXJK
the challenges that shaped so much of it.
Three forces—the geopolitical tensions,
negative weather events induced by climate
change and the deadly global virus—that
H[SRVHGULVNVIRUDJULIRRGVXSSO\FKDLQVLQ
2020 will return in 2021. We’ll dig into these
WKUHHLQRXUÀUVWWZRSRVWVLQ-DQXDU\
So, as vaccine approvals climb globally amid strengthening hope for eased
lockdowns, we’d like to take a moment to
acknowledge Canadian ag, food and agribusiness. We’ve survived, and some have
thrived in, a year of devastating losses, unmitigated uncertainty, and a persistently
murky vision of the horizon ahead. That
success is due to nothing other than the
strength and resilience of the industries we
DW)DUP&UHGLW&DQDGDVHUYH7RDOOD0HU
ry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Martha is a Research Specialist with a focus
on economic performance and success factors for
agricultural producers and agri-businesses.
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