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A scene from spring seeding a year ago.
This photo was submitted by Bridget Wagstaff in the World-Spectator’s 2021 Spring Seeding Photo Contest.

Farmers anxious to get into seeding
KEVIN WEEDMARK
Kristjan Hebert runs Hebert Grain Ventures, a 22,000 acre grain farm centered
in the Fairlight-Moosomin area. He says
he’s hoping for warmer weather soon so
farmers can get on the land as soon as
possible.
“I would say for our area, the normal
seeding start date is somewhere between
April 25 and May 1,” said Hebert.
“I would say prior to what’s forecast to
come on the weekend (of April 23) that’s
probably been pushed back to May 1 to
May 5, and if we get another shot on the
weekend it puts us back to May 10 at the
earliest, if we get some hot weather, but
probably more like May 15.
“The data would show you that any
BY

crop seeded after May 15 has less yield potential, and anything after June 1 has a lot
less yield potential and has frost risk at the
other end. That’s the big thing. In a perfect
world, we’d like all the crop in by the May
long weekend at the latest, now this year
June 1 is the hope.
“Our goal on our farm is to always be
done seeding in 21 days, and that includes
a few rain days. If things went perfect
and we didn’t have any rain delays or big
breakdowns, we could probably put the
crop in, in about 13-14 days.
“We learned a long time ago we can’t
control Mother Nature, so there’s no use
worrying about it. The positive side is
we’re going to have a lot of moisture to
grow good crops, and commodity prices

are quite high, so if you lose a couple of
bushels it’s not a big deal.
“The biggest thing is just hoping we get
the window to put the crop in, even if that
is May 15-June 1. If things dry up and the
temperature gets up in May and we can be
going by the middle of May, we just hope
we don’t get a lot of end-of-May rains.
“Because of the fall rains, our soil moisWXUHZDVDFWXDOO\VLJQLÀFDQWO\EHWWHUWKDQ
it was going into last spring, it’s up to avHUDJH 7KHVH KHDY\ ZHW VQRZV GHÀQLWHO\
DGGPRLVWXUHVR,WKLQNWKHÀUVWRQHVZHUH
a good thing. It’s really the cool temperatures that are causing the problem. Every
single night is freezing, between minus-6
and minus-10, and daytime highs are
OXFN\LIWKH\·UHRYHUÀYH,ZRXOGVD\WKH

We have the best
Wheat & Barley Varieties!
CALL/TEXT

Glen Crosson: 306.608.9009
Lorne Crosson: 306.435.7148

websterseedfarm.ca

If we don’t have what you want,
we will bring it in for you!

 Wheatland  Synergy
 Starbuck
 Connect

temperatures are as much our issue as the
snow.
“Everyone would like the soil to be
ÀYHGHJUHHVRUKLJKHUEHIRUHVHHGLQJEXW
I think the biggest thing right now is just
that the ground is dry enough that we can
pull the air seeders, then we’d all start going.
“In a perfect world we wouldn’t get any
more snow this weekend and as of Monday it would be 2-3 degrees at night and
10-15 during the day and we’d be in the
ÀHOGE\WKHHQGRIWKHÀUVWZHHNRI0D\
and have lots of good potential.”
Hebert says farmers in southeast Saskatchewan have become used to early
seeding over the last few years.
Continued on page B10
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Combine harvesting in the ﬁeld. (Photo: GIFS)

Funding for Global Institute for Food Security
The Government of Saskatchewan has announced $2
million in new funding to the Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at the University of Saskatchewan as part of
its 2022-23 budget.
The funding, provided through the Ministry of AgriculWXUHKDVEHHQHQWUXVWHGWR*,)6WRGHÀQHDFFHOHUDWHDQG
communicate the agriculture sector’s contributions to improved environmental outcomes.
“This announcement demonstrates the province’s commitment to agriculture and the value the sector provides to
Canada and the rest of the world,” said GIFS Chief ExecuWLYH2IÀFHU6WHYHQ:HEE
“It’s a recognition of the contributions of a resilient value
chain and the many stakeholders who have continued to
work tirelessly through challenging global conditions to
feed the world through sustainable agriculture practices.”
The funding from the province government highlights
agriculture’s contributions to mitigating the effects of climate change while driving economic recovery from the
pandemic and addressing other global challenges.
Saskatchewan has already proven to be a leader in sustainable agricultural practices.
$ORQJZLWK:HVWHUQ&DQDGDWKHSURYLQFHKDVOHGZLWK
the adoption of no till technology, resulting in economic,
HQYLURQPHQWDODQGVRFLDOEHQHÀWVWRDJULFXOWXUHDQGIDUPing practices.
“Saskatchewan’s producers have always been advocates
of best practices in farming and food production—something that has established our province as a global leader in
proven, sustainable approaches to agriculture,” said Agriculture Minister David Marit.
“This funding will help to promote and enhance understanding of these approaches as a model for continued
progress.”
A public-private partnership established by the Gov-

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province’s growth.

ernment of Saskatchewan, Nutrien and USask, GIFS is a
founding partner of the National Index on Agri-Food Performance, an initiative to track sustainability success across
Canada’s agriculture and agri-food industry.
:RUNLQJDVDFRQQHFWRULQWKHDJULFXOWXUHDQGIRRGHFRsystem, the institute will collaborate with sector stakeholders to demonstrate the economic, environmental, and social
value that agriculture offers.
8VLQJLWVXQLTXHVFLHQWLÀFDVZHOODVGDWDPDQDJHPHQW
and analytics capabilities, and connections throughout the
VHFWRU*,)6ZLOODQDO\]HWKHVFLHQFHWRGHÀQHDQGGHPRQstrate agriculture’s role with reliably sequestering and sigQLÀFDQWO\UHGXFLQJJUHHQKRXVHJDVHPLVVLRQV²KHOSLQJWR
communicate this in effective ways.

A. Pethick Farm
& Custom Ag
Now offering:

CUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:
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•

Custom Spraying
Custom Haying
Custom Swathing
Custom Combining
Dribble Band Fertilizing
Plus more! Please inquire!

Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!

622 Main St.
Moosomin, SK

Matthew Yanick • Rocanville, SK • 306-434-6909
BOOK YOUR AGTRON
WIRELESS FLOW & BLOCKAGE
SYSTEM NOW FOR SPRING!
£ Precision
Farming Displays
£ Autosteer
Systems
£ Application
Control Systems
£ And more!

SUPPORT

Steven Bonk,
MLA
MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY
Phone: 306-435-4005

“Agriculture is a solution to mitigating the effects of climate change, and Canadian agriculture in particular is one
RIWKHPRVWVXVWDLQDEOHLQWKHZRUOGµVDLG:HEE
´:HKDYHDQDGYDQWDJHZHVKRXOGEHSURXGRIWKDWZH
need to share globally, and the funding from the province
ZLOO KHOS \LHOG UHVXOWV WKDW ZLOO GULYH EHQHÀWV IRU DJULFXOture, Saskatchewan and Canada’s economy.”

PLANS

Mention this ad to receive 10% off your MY Support Plan for 2022!

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361

Includes phone support for the year (during and after-business hours),
on-farm calls throughout the growing season, pre-season calibrations/
software upgrades, operator training and in-ﬁeld tuning of machinery and
technology functions

Contact Matt Yanick for more information:
306-434-6909 • matt@myprecisionag.ca
www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg
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Cattle, forage plants focus of research
Two University of Saskatchewan researchers have
been awarded $322,000 in total by a federal agency for
developing drought and salinity-tolerant forage crops,
and reducing heat stress in dairy cattle.
The funding is from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council’s (NSERC) Alliance Grants
program, which encourages university researchers and
partner organizations to collaborate in generating new
knowledge and accelerating the adoption of research
ÀQGLQJVWREHQHÀW&DQDGD
FUNGI AND FORAGES SYMBIOTIC PARTNERS
IN BATTLING SALINITY STRESS

Dr. Jon Bennett (PhD), assistant professor in USask’s
College of Agriculture and Bioresources (AgBio), was
awarded $191,000 over three years to sustainably increase the productivity and salinity-tolerance of forage
crops typically grown on marginal lands in Western
Canada.
Forages comprise most of the diet of cows and are
critically important to Canada’s cattle industry.
Bennett’s team aims to reduce the need for inputs and
increase forage production by optimizing plant interactions with symbiotic arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi
(AMF) that colonize plant roots. AMF can increase plant
tolerance to low water, salinity, and pathogen resistance,
and in turn thrive on plant-derived carbon.
“Our ultimate goal is to determine if we can develop forage varieties that are more broadly responsive
WR$0)DQGGHYHORS$0)WKDWEHQHÀWWKRVHIRUDJHVµ
Bennett said.
To accomplish the goal, researchers will measure a
suite of variables linked with plant-AMF interactions
across multiple populations for two important forage
legumes, alfalfa and sainfoin, and then study if these
WUDLWVLQÁXHQFHSODQWJURZWKXQGHUGLIIHUHQWVWUHVVHV
Researchers sampled soils from saline and non-saline
native grasslands across Alberta and Saskatchewan to
culture AMF from these environments. They are using
these cultures to predict which other locations have
AMF that increase plant growth and salinity tolerance
in three species (forage barley, alfalfa, and tall wheatgrass).
Industry partners in the project are: Alberta Beef Producers, $77,910 in cash and in-kind support; Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association, $27,300 in cash and inkind support; and in-kind support from Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada’s research centres in Swift Current ($5,500) and Lethbridge ($5,000).
HELPING COWS
MUNCH THEIR WAY THROUGH SUMMER HEAT

Dr. Gregory Penner (PhD), AgBio professor and USask Centennial Enhancement Chair in Ruminant Nutritional Physiology, was awarded $131,000 over two years
to investigate dietary strategies to help dairy cattle deal
with summer heat.
´:HDUHVSHFLÀFDOO\IRFXVLQJRQZKHWKHUFDWLRQV VRdium and potassium) or dietary buffers (carbonates)

Dr. Jon Bennett (PhD), assistant professor in USask’s College of Agriculture and Bioresources
(AgBio), and Dr. Gregory Penner (PhD), AgBio professor and USask Centennial Enhancement
Chair in Ruminant Nutritional Physiology.
KHOSWRPLWLJDWHKHDWVWUHVVµ3HQQHUVDLG
At USask’s Rayner Dairy and Research Facility, cows
ZLOO EH IHG D VSHFLÀF GLHWDU\ VXSSOHPHQW 5HVHDUFKHUV
will study variables such as animals’ core body temperature, feed intake, milk production, and indicators for
LQÁDPPDWLRQWRVHHLIWKHIHHGVWUDWHJLHVKHOSPLWLJDWH
heat stress.
Cattle respond to heat stress with sweating and openmouth panting—using respiration to dissipate heat—
and lose saliva. As well, their body response is to inFUHDVHEORRGÁRZWRWKHHDUVDQGRWKHUH[WUHPLWLHVDQG
UHGXFHWKHÁRZWRWKHJDVWURLQWHVWLQDOWUDFWLQFUHDVLQJ
acidity of stomach contents.
Cation supplementation replenishes salt lost through
sweating and encourages drinking, with the water helping to cool down animals. The carbonate acts to reduce
stomach acid and the risk of gut disorders.
Research is sparse on assessing the separate roles
that cations and carbonates play—especially since producers often use sodium bicarbonate in the cows’ diet

during summer, leaving open the question of whether
it’s the sodium or the carbonate that’s most effective,
Penner said.
Industry partner Papillon Agriculture Company,
owned by calcium- and manganese-carbonate producer
Inter-Rock Minerals, is providing $62,800 in cash and inkind support. Papillon wants to understand the role its
carbonate feed products play in mitigating cattle heat
stress. SaskMilk, which is contributing $23,500 in cash
and in-kind support, is the other industry partner.

Goldy’s Greenhouse
Where Spring is just a country drive away.

OPEN FOR THE SEASON MAY 1!
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Customer Appreciation Day

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022
Come visit us, have a coffee & donut and receive a free plant!

Great selection of annuals including Proven Winners, Bedding Plants, Vegetables
including Seed Potatoes & Spanish Onions, Herbs, Grasses, Tropicals, Succulents, House
plants, Perennials, Hanging Baskets, ProMix Bales, Tomato Cages & so much more!

Celebrate Mom on Mother’s Day
AND ENTER TO WIN A 12” HANGING BASKET!
We do custom planters or select from our potted planters!

Dr. Robert
DR.
Robert Kitchen
Kitchen MP
P
Souris-Moose Mountain

Contact Darla Schlamp, call or text

306-745-7983

goldysgreenhouse@gmail.com
Approximately 15 kms NE of Esterhazy, SK

1-866-249-4697 • www.drrobertkitchen.ca
Watch for details on our Summer Tours!
CDC Simmie CL
SMALL RED LENTILS

Visit Goldy’s Greenhouse on Facebook for a direction map!
http://bdschlamp.wix.com/goldys-greenhouse
We accept cash, cheque or e-transfer

For Full Listing of
2022 Varieties,
Trial Results & More Visit
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Canadian Agriculture Human Resource Council:

Strategic plan for labor shortage in agriculture
Labour and skills gaps costing Canadian agriculture billions each year
The Canadian Agricultural Human Resource Council (CAHRC), together with
partners the Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) and Food and Beverage
Canada (FBC-ABC) have announced the
launch of the National Workforce Strategic
Plan for Agriculture and Food and Beverage Manufacturing.
With details to be presented during a
virtual event this afternoon to over two
hundred representatives from industry asVRFLDWLRQVHPSOR\HUVQRWIRUSURÀWVDFDdemia, as well as federal, provincial, and
municipal governments, the Strategic Plan
is the launching point for what will be a
comprehensive roadmap to workforce
stability for the agriculture and food and
beverage manufacturing sectors.
“Workforce issues in primary agriculture and food manufacturing are critical
and need to be addressed urgently,” said
Jennifer Wright, Acting Executive Director
at CAHRC. “While good work is being undertaken by many groups, industry also
recognizes the gravity of the challenge, the
need for new and different ways of doing
things and most importantly the need for
collaborative action.”
Funded by the Government of Canada’s
Future Skills Centre, this industry-led iniWLDWLYH FRPSOHPHQWV WKH ZRUN LGHQWLÀHG
in the Prime Minister’s Mandate Letters to
Ministers Marie-Claude Bibeau and Carla
Qualtrough tasking them with developing an Agricultural Labour Strategy for
farming and food processing. Developed
DURXQGÀYHNH\SLOODUVWKH6WUDWHJLF3ODQ
is comprehensive, actionable and broad,
as well as capable of adapting to changing
times and realities. It includes short, medium and long-term solutions to address
both immediate labour shortages and systemic workforce challenges.
“We knew prior to the COVID-19 pandemic that our labour supply was insufÀFLHQWWRPHHWWKHGHPDQGVRIRXULQGXVtry,” continued Ms. Wright. “The vision for
this Roadmap is a reliable workforce with
the skills needed to weather future crises
and bring us towards a strong future.”
According to FBC-ABC, food and beverage manufacturers are short an average
of 25 per cent of their workforce, according to recent Public Safety Canada data.
/DERXUKDVUHSHDWHGO\EHHQLGHQWLÀHGDVD
key issue preventing the sector from realizing its growth potential.
“Food and beverage manufacturing
is one of Canada’s most important sectors, and Canada’s largest manufacturing
employer, contributing to Canada’s provincial, regional and national economies,

practices for the workforce of the future.”
ABOUT THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL
HUMAN RESOURCE COUNCIL
The Canadian Agricultural Human
Resource Council works with industry
leaders, governments and educational
stakeholders to research, develop and
communicate solutions to the challenges
in employment and skills development in
primary agriculture.
ABOUT THE CANADIAN
FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE
The Canadian Federation of Agriculture
&)$  ZDV IRUPHG LQ  DV D XQLÀHG
voice to speak on behalf of Canadian farmers. CFA’s work continues today as a farmer-funded, national umbrella organization
comprising of provincial general farm
organizations and national and interprovincial commodity groups, representing
producers of all commodities, who operate farms of all sizes. Through its members
CFA represents approximately 200,000 Canadian farm families from coast to coast to
coast. CFA promotes the interests of Canadian agriculture producers to ensure the
continued development of a trusted, sustainable, and vibrant agriculture sector in
Canada. For more information visit www.
cfa-fca.ca.

National Workforce Strategic Plan for Agriculture and Food and Beverage Manufacturing Model Diagram
supporting our international trade goals,
and underpinning local food production
and food supply,” said Kathleen Sullivan,
&KLHI([HFXWLYH2IÀFHUDW)%&$%&
Similarly, employers in primary agriculture suffered earning losses of $2.9B in
total sales in 2020, directly attributable to
XQÀOOHG YDFDQFLHV WLHG WR WKH SDQGHPLF
This is nearly double the $1.5B in lost sales
recorded in 2014.
“This is not just about lost sales and constrained future growth for Canadian producers”, added Mary Robinson, President
of the CFA. “A strong agriculture sector
is the foundation of Canada’s agri-food
system and contributes to thriving communities in regions across Canada, offering good quality, secure jobs requiring an
ever-expanding set of skills.”
“The agricultural and food processing
sectors are undergoing a huge transformation that will affect all of us, and it is
crucial to prepare the workforce with the
skills necessary to meet future needs,” says

%,*'2*6(('6,1&
2;%2:6.

SPRING WHEAT:
AAC Brandon, AAC Alida VB, AAC Leroy VB,
SK Rush, AAC Starbuck VB
WINTER WHEAT: čč 7`wÀi
FLAX: CDC Rowland
PEAS: CDC Forest
LENTILS: CDC Simmie CL
CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS:
(Non GMO, not glyphosate tolerant)
AAC Edward, OAC Prudence, Siberia

Pedro Barata, Executive Director of the Future Skills Centre. “Developing a national
strategy to look at upskilling workers
and future workforce needs is vital to ensure the strength of these industries. This
project will provide vital labour market
research to address these challenges, and
it is a great example of the projects FSC
is investing in to identify new and better

ABOUT THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE CANADA
Food and Beverage Canada (FBC-ABC)
is the national industry association representing Canada’s domestic food and beverage manufacturers. Its members include
Canada’s provincial and regional food
and beverage manufacturing associations
as well as leading Canadian food and
beverage companies. FBC-ABC advances
a competitive business environment that
enables growth and sustainability through
knowledge sharing, consultation, business-led solutions and proactive advocacy.
Across Canada there are almost 8,000 food
and beverage manufacturing establishments employing almost 300,000 workers.

GET SET FOR

SPRING!
Check out our selection of

Air Seeder Hose
Tow Straps
Water Pumps

ELJGRJIDUP#VDVNWHOQHW_

To advertise in Ag News contact Kara
or Sunnette at 306-435-2445 or email
ads@world-spectator.com

ROCANVILLE, SK

LANGENBURG, SK

306-645-2112

306-743-2332
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Local farmers concerned about delay to seeding
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
With snow on the ground in mid-April
and the area facing down the possibility
of more snow on the April 23 weekend
last week, local farmers were expressing
concerns over the snow and low temperatures pushing back the start of seeding.
´%HIRUHWKHÀUVWVQRZLWZDVORRNLQJWR
be a normal perhaps drier spring and then
we got the last foot of snow or so, which
KDV GHÀQLWHO\ VHW XV EDFN WR D ODWHU VWDUW
in seeding,” said Mark McCorriston, who
farms west of Moosomin.
“I was okay with a later start because
the moisture that was coming with it,
would mean it would be a wetter spring,
but now if we get another 16 to 18 inches
of snow, that might be getting a little bit
RQ WKH H[FHVVLYH VLGH DQG LW·V GHÀQLWHO\
going to push seeding back to the middle
of May or later.”
Last week, Southeast Saskatchewan and
Southwest Manitoba were hit with two
consecutive days of snowfall, leaving behind 20 to 30 inches of snow.
“I’m not overly concerned about the
moisture. What I really don’t like is the
long-term low temperatures because once
the snow comes it has to melt, and if the
long range says it’s going to be cooler
than normal, then the snow is just going
to hang around and we’re not going to be
able to get on the land,” said McCorriston.
´6DVNDWFKHZDQ LV GHÀQLWHO\ D ODQG RI
extremes because last year I was seeding
on April 18, the year before it was April
20, and this year we’re getting to the tail
end of April and my drill is in a snow
bank, my tractors are still in the shed because we don’t even have a dry spot in the
yard to start working on stuff yet.”
Normally, seeding would already have
been started, said McCorriston.
“Normally by now, the drill would already be prepared and we would be putting seeds in the ground. The situation this
year is just nothing like I thought it would
be,” he said.
“Never in my wildest dreams I would
think we would go from a drought last
year to what it’s looking like right now, it
could potentially be too wet to plant.”
His biggest concern about the weather
and its potential push back on seeding are
the cold air temperatures that are expected
to stay for rest of the month.
“The moisture we have now is good,
I didn’t mind the last snow but this next
one, I would prefer if it missed us but it
doesn’t look like that’s going to happen,”
McCorriston said.
“It gets stressful because I don’t have
a whole bunch of grain already pre-contracted, but I have neighbors and friends
that have a fair amount of grain already
pre-sold for this upcoming year and it’s
extra stress.
“Now the pressure is on for them because they have to plant, they have to seed
VRPHWKLQJLQRUGHUWRKDYHJUDLQWRIXOÀOO
their contracts.”
McCorriston explained that if more
snow continues to show up, it may impact his growing season.
“It will be like 2011, we simply won’t
get a crop and it’s devastating because
that’s how farmers make a living. If you
think of it from a perspective of a mechanic or potash miner and not being
able to go to work to make a living, it’s
stressful,” he said.
´,W·VDKDUGVLWXDWLRQDQGIRUPH,ÀQG
it really shocking because last year it was
a drought, this year it’s the exact opposite.
“It shows that Saskatchewan is just a
land of extremes, we never seem to be just
right where we need to be, it’s either too
dry or it’s too wet, it’s too hot, or it’s too
cold. Farming in Saskatchewan, it seems
mother nature tests you every year.”
McCorrison said he bought an additional air seeder in case the spring blizzard further delays his scheduled seeding time.
“I would say I’m in the same boat as
everyone else, I have friends who bought
a second air seeder, I have bought a second air seeder so if we can get on the
land, we’ll try to put it out quicker than
we have in the past, but ultimately if
mother nature doesn’t let us out on the
land, then we’re not going to get it planted,” he said.
´:KHQ WKH ÀUVW VQRZ FDPH , GLG XS
my crop insurance for coverage on unseeded acreage from $70 to $100 per acre,

Elize Steyn submitted this photo in the World-Spectator’s 2021 Spring Seeding photo contest. Local farmers are hoping we get to this stage soon.
but ultimately that’s not enough to pay
your bills.
“It’s a stressful situation to say the least
when normally we’d already be planting
and as the looks of it right now, we don’t
have any idea of how much snow is coming in this next shot of snow.
“I think on average once the snow disappears, you’re usually one to two weeks
before you can get on the land. Basically
the ground is still white everywhere,
except for the few odd spots where dirt
is starting to show again, but if we get
another foot of wet snow on top of that,
then I would say at the earliest, we can
SRWHQWLDOO\KRSHWRPD\EHEHLQWKHÀHOG
is May 15 now.
“As I grew up, generally you try to
have your cereals in the ground by May
long weekend, which is kind of the cut
off for the prime yield. We’re looking at
later crops going in the ground and now
we’re relying on mother nature to give us
a warm fall, and a longer fall before we
JHWRXUÀUVWIURVWµ
He said farming is highly dependent
on weather conditions.
“Farming is an interesting way to make
a living, we’re totally reliant on mother
nature and mother nature hasn’t been
that good to us the last couple years,”
said McCorriston.
“It was too dry last year and now we’re
going from one extreme to the other, yes
we needed moisture but an inch of warm
rain would be so much better than these
wet snows because it would cover all the
ground and soak in evenly.
“Also from the cattle aspect, it is extremely hard on the cattle and the people
that are calving, it’s also hard on the baby
calves.”

Hruska worried
about delays to seeding

Kevin Hruska, who farms in the north
of Esterhazy, Bredenbury and Langenburg
areas, said the longer it takes the snow to
melt, the further it delays seeding.
However he also said that the snowy
weather Saskatchewan has been receiving
lately, is not a surprise.
“The weather we’ve been having in the
past, as well as the weather forecasted for
this weekend, unfortunately it’s not unusual and it happens more often than we
would like, at this time of the year,” said
Hruska.
“And when it does happen, it delays
seeding, there’s no question about it especially the temperature is forecasted so low.
“Another thing that happens when this
weather comes in big winds is not only do
you have the precipitation, but you have
the snow banks and the snow banks take
IRXUWRÀYHGD\VWRPHOW5DWKHUWKDQKDYing rain that comes and it’s done, it’s like
\RX·UHJHWWLQJDÀYHGD\UDLQEHFDXVHWKH
snow has to melt and there’s no melting
weather.
“Our wheat seems to do better when
it’s seeded earlier, but we can’t overpower
the weather it’s out of our hands, unfortunately it’s more common than we’d like to
admit I guess.”
Hruska said prior to the recent blizzard
Southeast Saskatchewan faced, his farm
already had adequate soil moisture conditions.
“We weren’t as dry here as our friends
out west and east of Manitoba were drier

last year than us,” he said.
“I think in the fall we had a little bit of
precipitation and we were fortunate, we
were not craving the moisture like our
friends with cattle would be. We had really good seeding conditions, we would
KDYHEHHQÀQHLIWKHVQRZKDGQRWFRPH
at all, and this actually makes it wetter
DQGPRUHGLIÀFXOWWRVHHGEHFDXVHRIWKH
pothole nature of our land.
“I’m not speaking for all farmers, we
have friends west of us who appreciated
this snow and wanted more than they
got because it seemed like the snow came
where conditions were already pretty
good, and didn’t hit the really dry areas
that wanted it.”
He said if the snow arrives near the end
of April, he plans to seed faster than usual.
“We’ll get super organized so that when
we do seed we can seed a little faster and
more steady. We’ll be prepared to go into
wetter conditions that aren’t as easy goLQJWRÀJKWLWRXWDOLWWOHELWDQGVKUHGRXU
way through the mud, we’ll push the conditions a bit to get started,” Hruska said.
“It’s not uncommon to start seeding un-

til May 7 or May 8, unfortunately it’s quite
common. However us farmers would like
to get started at least one or two days in
April, and that puts us in a good condition, it puts the crops in a good condition
and it mitigates some risk with the heat
that comes later in the year, but it’s out of
our hands.”
It is too early to tell whether the anticipated snow conditions will affect the
overall growing season for this year, said
Hruska.
“It depends on what happens after
the storm and how it big it is, it’s really
the delay on the storm that would be
the problem and the mitigating factor
would be how much heat we get after,”
he said.
“The length of time it takes for the snow
to melt is a big thing because right after
a storm it seems to get cool for a couple
days after and it just delays the time it
takes for everything to melt. “
Hruska said with the forecast and current weather conditions, he has delayed
his seeding by a week and plans to start
on the second Monday in May.

We will buy your
cattle direct off farm
Q One of the biggest licensed bonded order
buyers in Canada.
Q Respected and trusted for 40 years
Q Customers across Canada and the U.S.
giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all
qualities and classes of cattle
Q Never charge selling fees, which means more
profit per head (up to $25/head over selling
at Auction)
Q Same day payment
To find out what your cattle are worth and to book
them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:
Jason: 306-435-7767
Vern: 306-435-7411
Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin
on Hwy #1
Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)
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Avian Inﬂuenza found in Sask, Manitoba
$YLDQ,QÁXHQ]DKDVEHHQFRQÀUPHGLQD6DVNDWFKHZDQ
EDFN\DUGÁRFNDQGLQDFRPPHUFLDOSRXOWU\ÁRFNDQGLV
VXVSHFWHGLQZLOGELUGVLQ0DQLWRED

Confirmed in two
Saskatchewan flocks

+LJKO\SDWKRJHQLFDYLDQLQÁXHQ]D +3$, KDVUHFHQWO\
EHHQ FRQÀUPHG LQ D 6DVNDWFKHZDQ EDFN\DUG ÁRFN DQG D
FRPPHUFLDOSRXOWU\ÁRFN
7KH *RYHUQPHQW RI 6DVNDWFKHZDQ FRQWLQXHV WR ZRUN
ZLWKWKHSRXOWU\LQGXVWU\DQGWKH&DQDGLDQ)RRG,QVSHFWLRQ$JHQF\ &),$ ZKLFKLVOHDGLQJWKHGLVHDVHUHVSRQVH
LQ6DVNDWFKHZDQDVZHOODVLQRWKHUSURYLQFHVH[SHULHQFLQJRXWEUHDNVLQIDUPHGELUGV&),$FRQÀUPHGÀQGLQJVRI
+3$,LQGRPHVWLFSRXOWU\DUHSRVWHGRQWKH&),$ZHEVLWH
%LRVHFXULW\UHPDLQVWKHEHVWWRROIRUSRXOWU\SURGXFHUV
DQG VPDOO ÁRFN RZQHUV WR SURWHFW WKHLU ELUGV IURP DYLDQ
LQÁXHQ]D
%LRVHFXULW\SURWRFROVLQFOXGHNHHSLQJZLOGELUGVDZD\
IURPSRXOWU\ÁRFNVDQGWKHLUIRRGDQGZDWHUVXSSO\OLPLWLQJYLVLWRUVDQGPRQLWRULQJELUGKHDOWK
6PDOOÁRFNRZQHUVDUHHQFRXUDJHGWRFRQÀQHWKHLUELUGV
LQGRRUVLISRVVLEOHGXULQJZLOGELUGPLJUDWLRQ
3URGXFHUV VKRXOG FRQWDFW WKHLU YHWHULQDULDQ LPPHGLDWHO\LIWKH\KDYHFRQFHUQVDERXWWKHKHDOWKVWDWXVRIWKHLU
ÁRFNV
,I DYLDQ LQÁXHQ]D LV VXVSHFWHG SURGXFHUV VKRXOG DOVR
FRQWDFWWKHLUORFDO&),$RIÀFH
2Q$SULO6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V&KLHI9HWHULQDU\2IÀFHU SXW LQ SODFH DQ DQLPDO KHDOWK FRQWURO DUHD RUGHU WR
OLPLWWKHFRPLQJOLQJRISRXOWU\GXHWRWKHULVNRI+3$,

7KH RUGHU LQ SODFH XQWLO 0D\   SURKLELWV WKH
PRYHPHQWWRDQGSDUWLFLSDWLRQRIELUGVLQVKRZVDXFWLRQV
DQGDJULFXOWXUDOIDLUVDVZHOODVDQ\RWKHUHYHQWVZKHUH
ELUGVZRXOGEHEURXJKWWRJHWKHUIURPPXOWLSOHORFDWLRQV
7KHUHLVQRULVNWRIRRGVDIHW\
7KHULVNRIWUDQVPLVVLRQRIDYLDQLQÁXHQ]DWRKXPDQV
LVORZ
+RZHYHU SHRSOH ZRUNLQJ ZLWK SRXOWU\ VXVSHFWHG RI
EHLQJLQIHFWHGZLWKDYLDQLQÁXHQ]DVKRXOGXVHSURWHFWLYH
FORWKLQJ
6DVNDWFKHZDQ SURGXFHUV DQG IDUP IDPLOLHV DUH UHPLQGHGWKHSURYLQFLDO)DUP6WUHVV/LQHFDQEHFRQWDFWHG
KRXUVDGD\DW

Suspected case in
wild birds in Manitoba

0DQLWRED 1DWXUDO 5HVRXUFHV DQG 1RUWKHUQ 'HYHORSPHQW DQG 0DQLWRED $JULFXOWXUH DUH LQYHVWLJDWLQJ D VXVSHFWHGFDVHRIDYLDQLQÁXHQ]DLQZLOGELUGVLQ0DQLWRED
&DVHV RI KLJKO\ SDWKRJHQLF DYLDQ LQÁXHQ]D +3$, 
+1 KDYH EHHQ FRQÀUPHG LQ D QXPEHU RI &DQDGLDQ
SURYLQFHV DQG WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV LQFOXGLQJ MXULVGLFWLRQV
LPPHGLDWHO\VRXWKRI0DQLWREDLQ1RUWK'DNRWDDQG0LQQHVRWDDORQJWKHURXWHIRUVSULQJPLJUDWRU\ELUGVUHWXUQLQJWR0DQLWRED
6DPSOHV IURP VHYHUDO VXVSHFW ELUGV LQ VRXWKZHVWHUQ
0DQLWREDQHDU:DVNDGDDQGDVLQJOHVDPSOHFROOHFWHGLQ
WKH'DXSKLQDUHDDUHEHLQJWHVWHG
)XUWKHU XSGDWHV DUH DQWLFLSDWHG LQ WKH FRPLQJ GD\V DV
FRQÀUPDWRU\GLDJQRVWLFWHVWLQJLVEHLQJFRPSOHWHG
7KHULVNRIDYLDQLQÁXHQ]DWRKXPDQKHDOWKLVORZ

“Rolling since 1986”

GRAIN & FERTILIZER HAU LIN G
Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta
g

• D e d ic a te d to o urCusto m e rs Y e a rRo und
• Sa fe On Tim e Se rvic e
• Pro fe ssio na l a nd Ex pe rie nc e d D rive rs

• Re lia b le Equipm e nt
• Co m pe titive Ra te s
• Pro fe ssio na l Co m m unic a tio n b e twe e n Custo m e rs a nd D ispa tc h

7KHUHDUHQRNQRZQFDVHVRIWUDQVPLVVLRQRIWKLVVWUDLQ
RIWKHYLUXVIURPELUGVWRKXPDQVLQ1RUWK$PHULFD
7KLVVWUDLQRIDYLDQLQÁXHQ]DGRHVQRWSRVHDIRRGVDIHW\ ULVN 0DQLWRED SRXOWU\ DQG HJJV DUH VDIH WR HDW ZKHQ
SURSHUKDQGOLQJDQGFRRNLQJWDNHSODFH
5HJXODUIRRGVDIHW\DQGK\JLHQHSUHFDXWLRQVVKRXOGEH
IROORZHGZKHQSUHSDULQJZLOGJDPH
+XQWHUVVKRXOGDYRLGHDWLQJELUGVWKDWDUHYLVLEO\LOO
$OWKRXJK WKH ULVN RI WUDQVPLVVLRQ RI DYLDQ LQÁXHQ]D
WRKXPDQVLVORZSHRSOHVKRXOGQRWWRXFKGHDGELUGVRU
RWKHUZLOGOLIHZLWKWKHLUEDUHKDQGV
3URWHFWLYH H\HZHDU DQG PDVNV DUH UHFRPPHQGHG DV
DQ DGGLWLRQDO SUHFDXWLRQ +DQGV VKRXOG EH WKRURXJKO\
ZDVKHGEHIRUHDQGDIWHUZLWKVRDSDQGZDWHURUDOFRKRO
EDVHGKDQGVDQLWL]HU
,IDGHDGELUGKDVWREHKDQGOHGJORYHVVKRXOGEHZRUQ
DQGWKHGHDGELUGSODFHGLQDSODVWLFEDJ
0DQLWREDQVDUHDVNHGWRFRQWDFWWKH7,3/LQH WROOIUHH 
DWLIWKH\ÀQGDQ\RIWKHIROORZLQJ
 &OXVWHUV RI VL[ RU PRUH GHDG ZDWHUIRZO HJ GXFNV
JHHVH RURWKHUZDWHUELUGV
$Q\QXPEHURIGHDGUDSWRUVRUDYLDQVFDYHQJHUV HJ
UDYHQVFURZVJXOOV DQG
/DUJHJURXSVRIGHDGELUGVVXFKDVPRUHWKDQRI
DQ\VSHFLHV
7KHSXEOLF·VFRRSHUDWLRQLVDSSUHFLDWHGWRKHOSPRQLWRU
WKLVGHYHORSLQJVLWXDWLRQ
0DQLWRED$JULFXOWXUHDGYLVHVVPDOOSRXOWU\ÁRFNRZQHUVWRWDNHSUHFDXWLRQV6PDOOÁRFNVDUHFRQVLGHUHGDWKLJK
ULVN IRU +3$, LQIHFWLRQ DV WKH\ RIWHQ KDYH DFFHVV WR RXWGRRUSHQVRUIUHHUDQJH
7KLV PHDQV WKHUH LV D KLJK SUREDELOLW\ RI FRQWDFW ZLWK
ZLOGELUGVWKDWPD\EHFRQWDPLQDWHGZLWKWKH+3$,YLUXV
6PDOOÁRFNRZQHUVDUHHQFRXUDJHGWRFRQÀQHWKHLUELUGV
LQGRRUVLIDWDOOSRVVLEOHGXULQJWKLVKLJKULVNSHULRGRI
ZLOGELUGPLJUDWLRQ
0DQLWRED·VFRPPHUFLDOSRXOWU\IDUPHUVDUHDGYLVHGWR
FRQWLQXH WR PRQLWRULQJ LQIRUPDWLRQ SURYLGHG WKURXJK
WKHLUVHFWRURUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGWKH2IÀFHRIWKH&KLHI9HWHULQDULDQ
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQRUKHOSZLWKDQLPDOKHDOWKUHODWHGFRQFHUQVSURGXFHUVFDQFRQWDFWWKH2IÀFHRIWKH&KLHI
9HWHULQDULDQRUFDOOLQ:LQQLSHJ

BAKER ENTERPRISES
Bucket Truck Services

60 FOOT VERTICAL REACH!
• Tree Trimming & Cutting
• Replace yard light bulbs & Photo eyes
• Other services upon request

CALL FOR RATES!

Ben Baker • Kipling SK • Cell: 306-736-7445
Home: 306-736-8189 • Shop: 306-736-2241

T:204-365-4740 • F:204-365-4751 • E:rtm dispatching@ gm ail.com

w w w.rtm transport.com

RT S
Heavy Truck & Trailer
RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

As a W estward Parts dealer we can supply you w ith sweeps,harrow tines,
sprayer parts,belts,bearings,chain,PTO parts and m ore.
Hydraulic hose assem blies are m ade to order.O ur pricing is always com petitive!

Check out our p ricing on all tires from
Autom otive, Ag, to Heavy Truck and TrailerTires

SPRING
FILTER
SALE

HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MB

(204) 522-8451
• SAFETY INSPECTION
& REPAIR SHOP

• FULL LINE OF
TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

Get read y for
the sp ring rush!
Bring your truck and trailer
in for a service and safety
b y our q ualified m echanics.

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE

From now until the end ofAp ril 2022
save 10% on all oil, fuel, coolant, and air filters!
W e n o w o ffe r a fu ll lin e o f Pe tro -Ca n a da lu b rica n ts in clu din g b u lk 15W 40.

PHONE: 204-849-2242

1 PARK ST. NEWDALE, MB

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE
PARTS DEALER
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Incentives upped for
value-added ag startups
Legislation to enhance the Saskatchewan
Value-added Agriculture Incentive (SVAI)
tax rebates and regulations to increase the
Saskatchewan Technology Start-up Incentive (STSI) tax credit cap were introduced
last week, changes aimed at attracting major investment to Saskatchewan.
“The SVAI has helped incent global corporations to undertake major projects in
Saskatchewan,” Deputy Premier and Finance Minister Donna Harpauer said.
“These corporations are investing billions, creating construction and permanent jobs, and establishing Saskatchewan’s
leadership in value-added agriculture.
“In 2021, a record $17.5 billion in agrifood exports from Saskatchewan helped
feed the world. Enhancements to the SVAI
will make Saskatchewan even more competitive and effective in attracting investment to grow the industry and our province’s economy.”
The SVAI is a non-transferable 15 per
cent tax rebate on capital expenditures
valued at $10 million or more for newly
constructed or expanded value-added agriculture facilities in Saskatchewan.
The Income Tax Act Amendment Act,
2022 increases the credit from 15 per cent
to 30 per cent for the portion of a project
between $450-$600 million in value, and

from 15 per cent to 40 per cent on the portion of the project that is more than $600
million in value.
The legislation caps the dollar value of
the SVAI credit at $250 million, meaning
no single project can be eligible for more
than that amount of SVAI tax relief.
Regulations for the Saskatchewan Technology Start-up Incentive (STSI) have
been amended.
“The STSI has been a key part of our government’s commitment to drive growth in
the technology sector,” Harpauer said.
“Since launching in 2018, the program
has attracted over $45 million of investment into 46 early-stage companies from
over 230 angel investors.”
The STSI encourages investment in
early-stage technology start-ups that develop new products and create jobs. The
program offers a non-refundable 45 per
cent tax credit to Saskatchewan-based investors who invest in eligible technology
start-up businesses.
/DVW\HDUWKH676,ZDVH[WHQGHGIRUÀYH
years.
This year, through amendments to The
Saskatchewan Technology Start-up Incentive Regulations, the annual STSI tax
credit cap is increasing from $2.5 million
to $3.5 million.

REDVERS
TIRE

72<285),(/'+20($1'<$5'

:(¶5(+(5(72
6(59(<28
$*5,&8/785$/3$5766833/,(6 (48,30(17

STOCKING THE PARTS AND
SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR
SUCCESSFUL SEEDING THIS
YEAR!

24-HOUR ROAD
& FIELD SERVICE

& AUTO SERVICE

Cell: 306-840-7875
Shop: 306-452-2278

REDFERN FARM SERVICES
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE
PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINS
FROM
HOPPER
BINS
TO LARGE
FLAT
BOTTOM
BINS

AIR SEEDER HOSE IN-STOCK
*7.08.SIZXYWNFQѧ(QJFWZWJYMFSJFNWXJJIJWMTXJ\NYMWJI
\JFWXYWNUJ
,WJJSQNSJ2TWWNX8Y^QJ<MNYJ8JHTSIFW^MTXJѧ.)]ѧ
4)
4YMJWXN_JXF[FNQFGQJZUTSWJVZJXY

PRE-BOOK YOUR NETWRAP
AND SILAGE WRAP EARLY
PALLET PRICING AVAILABLE!

Contact any of our locations today!

204.748.1122

|

redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113

9,5'(1$*&$

9,5'(10%3(VDOHV#YLUGHQDJFD

35,&,1*$1'$9$,/$%,/,7<68%-(&772&+$1*(:,7+287127,&()2//2:86 ª #9,5'(1$*
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Autumn Court
DEVELOPMENTS

FOR SALE IN ROCANVILLE, SK
Lots with Modular Homes

A B C D E
45

45

45

45

45

Autumn Court

67.5

G H I

J

K

67.5

90

45

SOLD
LOTS

ROCANVILLE, SK

L

M N O

90

45

45

F

67.5

45

LOTS WITH
SHOW HOMES

P

Q

R

S

T

67.5

67.5

67.5

90

45

Show Home

Located on Lot F – 67.5 ft Lot
LOT & HOME:

$

45

252,459

Three different
lot sizes to
choose from:

Q 45 ft.
Q 67.5 ft.
Q 90 ft.

Show Home

Located on Lot L – 90 ft Lot
LOT & HOME:

$

265,610

For more information call 306-645-2669 or 306-435-8018
and ask for Stan or e-mail universesat@sasktel.net
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MASTER BEDROOM
11’-10” x 9’-4”

BEDROOM 2
10’-1” x 8’-2”

Bath

RTM COTTAGE
Need a new cottage
for this year?
This one is already
under construction!

Can be
converted to
3-bedrooms!

LINEN

3’-0”

MUD
ROOM

3’-0”

2’-6”

2’-4”

2’-6”
3’-0”

2’-0”

“I’m not concerned yet. If we were still
not seeding by say the middle of May
that would start to be a concern, probably
for larger producers because you start to
KDYHLVVXHVLI\RXSODQWFURSVLQWKHÀUVW
couple of weeks in June, they end up being in the wrong stage when the temperatures are high in July and then you also
have the issue on the back end where
how many frost free days do we have, so
there’s delays but we’ve still got a lot of
weeks ahead of us.”
“We’ve ended up in situations where
we’ve been done seeding cereal in the early part in May and that’s still too soon to
seed canola. The canola needs eight to ten
degrees soil temperature and we’ve had
guys who had to physically wait a little
bit to start their canola seeding.”
She said if the air temperatures continue to stay low then that is when farmers
should start to worry.
“It’s less about the snow and more
about our air temperatures, we’re 10 degrees below normal right now and so the
snow isn’t going away, I think we all remember that spring snowfalls happen
all the time but typically they’re gone in
a couple days and the snow is melted,”
Schatz Leeds said.
“The issue right now is our air temperature, less about the moisture. If things turn
around and we get normal temperatures,
the snow will slip away and we might be
RQ WKH ÀHOG /RWV RI SHRSOH DUH WKLQNLQJ
the start of May, optimistically, which is
VWLOOÀQHIRUVHHGLQJµ
Schatz Leeds said in previous years
farmers had the opportunity to start seeding in late April.
“We’ve had conditions that allowed us
to seed earlier (in the past). We’ve taken
advantage of those conditions to seed
earlier and there’s actually a movement
now for early seeded wheat, where if you
could seed earlier in the season you gain
up to a bushel a day,” she said.
“Let’s say you seed two weeks sooner
than normal, you can gain up to a bushel
a day of yield. There is a movement, especially for wheat, because it can handle a
two degree soil temperature.
“We’ve had conditions that allowed us
to seed early and we had the crop that we
can do it, it’s been a win-win for producers.
“This is just a different year, I think you
will always see guys try to seed in April
IRUWKDWVSHFLÀFUHDVRQZLWKWKHFHUHDORI
wheat they can gain from advantage to
that.”

2’-8”

BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Agronomist Wendy Schatz Leeds, at
Sharpe’s Crop Services in Moosomin, said
the winter forecast expected to approach
Southeast Saskatchewan near the end of
April, should not affect farmers scheduled
seeding, as there is still enough time for
farmers to prepare for the grain season.
“We’ll still be okay for moisture, typically 10 inches of snow would equate to
one inch of moisture,” she said.
“Our last snowfall measured just over a
foot so we would’ve had about an inch of
moisture. Some of the snow that had fallen over the weekend hasn’t really melted
very much yet, so we may not even get
that full inch of moisture out of it.”
“This next snowfall, these Colorado
lows could typically be heavy wet snow
which could bring another couple inches
RI PRLVWXUH 2XU VRLO SURÀOH FDQ KDQGOH
that, when in the last few years we’ve
had normal moisture conditions so we
KDYHQ·W UHFKDUJHG RXU VRLO SURÀOH VR ZH
have room, the only issue right now is the
timing and where we are in the calendar.”
Schatz Leeds said it may be too early
to start panicking about the affects the
potential spring blizzard could have for
grain season.
“It will depend what comes on the
weekend, we can also be back to normal if
we get a heavy snow fall,” she said.
“We’re far from late yet, the last few
years we typically started seeding this
time in April and our cereals, especially
wheat can go into the ground at a cooler
soil temperature, as low as two degrees
celsius. Because wheat can handle cooler
soil temperatures, often farmers will start
with that,” she said.
“There’s more research happening on
earlier seeded wheat where they’re even
seeding into frost which is trickier, but
there is research going into that to get
your wheat in early.”
Schatz Leeds said she is not concerned
about producers not having enough time
for seeding.
“We’re still okay, I still do feel that we’re
not going to have really wet soil conditions, it really depends what’s going to
happen this weekend because those Colorado lows are hard to predict,” she said.
“But if producers can put things in the
JURXQG UHDOO\ HIÀFLHQWO\ DQG LI ZH KDYH
most of May, where we have no moisture
events and the weather stays good, they
can put a lot of acres in a day, if all conditions are good.

4’-0”

Schatz Leeds said
there’s still
an adequate window
WE BUILD QUALITY RTM HOMES & COTTAGES!
for spring seeding
Don’t wait! Book now for 2022!

VAULTED CEILINGS
GREAT ROOM
Approximately
22’0” x 13’0”

KITCHEN NOOK
9’-8” x 13’-6”

PANTRY

BAYWOOD - 936 SQ. FT

6’-0”

2-Bedrooms | 1-Bathroom

COVERED DECK

Not exactly as shown.
Custom options available.

Plan shown with optional
garage and timber framing

306-786-2007

HIGHWAY 9, SOUTH YORKTON, SK
IntegrityBuildersLtd@sasktel.net
IntegrityBuildersYorkton.com

Build A Better Crop
SOIL
Health

SEED
Dressing

FOLIAR
Fertilizer

0D[LPL]HIHUWLOL]HUHI¿FLHQF\
Reduce soil compaction

Enhance germination,
vigour and early growth

&RUUHFWQXWULHQWGHILFLHQFLHV
ILJKWVWUHVVHVDQGLQFUHDVH\LHOG

Nutrition For Every Stage
cropaidnutrition.com | 1-866-249-0666
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Farmers anxious to get into seeding
Continued from front
“Last year was the earliest we’ve ever seeded,” Hebert
said.
“The last two years we were in a dry cycle in the spring
so for sure, seeding has trended earlier. Start dates were
more April 22-April 25, and I think May 1 is a lot more
normal for our area.”
+HEHUW VDLG LI VHHGLQJ VWDUWV VLJQLÀFDQWO\ ODWHU WKDQ
usual, farmers may have to adjust.
“Depending on how late we get, you will start to see
some crop rotations change,” he said.
“Crops like oats and barley have less risk of fall frost,
so depending on when the start date is, that’s one thing
you might see, some early-maturing cereal crops might
go in.
“Right now some of the concerns are is it going to get
GU\HQRXJKWKDWZHFDQÀOOWKHDLUVHHGHUVULJKWXSZLWKRXWZRUU\LQJDERXWJHWWLQJVWXFN:KHQ\RXFDQRQO\ÀOO
half full you can’t get as many acres done in a day as you
would hope. I think everyone is just concerned that they
are 100 per cent ready. There can’t be any mishaps when
we do get the chance to go, because we’re going to have
to go pretty hard.

´0\SHUVRQDORSLQLRQLVLIZHFDQVWLOOÀQGDZD\WR
get this crop in the ground before June 1, it has the poWHQWLDOWREHWKHPRVWSURÀWDEOH\HDULQVRXWKHDVWIDUPV·
history, because of commodity prices, even with higher
expenses.
“After June 1, though, you start to get pretty nervous
about what a fall frost could do. Those are expensive.”
And the forces that have sent commodity prices higher
show no signs of abating.
“I would say there are more things building up to keep
commodity prices high in the next 12-18 months than
things going against it. The big worry is on the expense
side, fertilizer, equipment and fuel, does it continue to follow commodity prices up to a really high level? It’s not
that there’s not margin left to be made, it’s just that the
risk that farmers have to take on in order to make the margin is higher.
“As farmers, we know if we don’t do a good job of seeding, we don’t make any money at all. It’s always frustratLQJZKHQ\RXNQRZ\RXKDYHWRÀQGWKRVHWKUHHZHHNV
sometime in May, and every day you lose at the end of
April and at the start of May are some pretty tough days
to lose.

“It’s not like we can take a tractor and push the snow
RIIWKHÀHOGDQGVWDUWVHHGLQJ7KHUH·VOLWHUDOO\QRWKLQJZH
can do about it, so you focus on doing everything you can
to be ready when the opportunity comes.
“Change is the only constant in farming, and in all
businesses right now, so you have to be able to pivot with
the data and with the circumstances you have in front of
you.”

Custom Silage
Chopping

Investing in
Crop Research

Full or Partial
Service Available

This year, more than
$9 million will be
invested to support 55
crop-related projects in
Saskatchewan through
the province’s Agriculture
Development Fund.

TED
204.512.0754

Steven Bonk

, MLA for Moosomin
306-435-4005 - stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net

B+HUDOGB6XQB&URS5HVHDUFKLQGG

30

our tubs are

GOING FAST!

We are hiring!
Let Creasy’s Show You the

New production opportunities!
Shift premiums
Company matched pension contributions
*URXSEHQHoWV

JACUZZI DIFFERENCE

HOT TUBS IN STOCK NOW
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! NO WAIT TIME!

HUGE
SALE

Scan the qr code or visit
www.bit.ly/VII-careers
learn more and apply!

on all models!

SAVINGS
OF UP TO

5,500

$

OFF!

NEW HOT TUBS
AS LOW AS

64

$

PER MONTH

The Most Inexpensive Hot Tubs In The World!

Creasy Hot Tubs & Billiards
28:4c

2500 Park Avenue | Brandon, MB | 204-729-8827 or 1-877-241-9580
www.jacuzzimanitoba.ca | www.facebook.com/jacuzzimanitoba
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Soil health research helps expand Indigenous farming
BY BROOKE KLEIBOER
University of Saskatchewan (USask) undergraduate student Stephanie Le Courtois has been an integral part of a soil
science research team collaborating with
Indigenous communities in Saskatchewan
to build strong, evidence-informed farming operations.
The research team is focusing on creatLQJ D GHWDLOHG SURÀOH RI VRLO KHDOWK DQG
quality of lands on the Mistawasis Nêhiyawak and Cowessess First Nations, working in collaboration with their lands departments. The knowledge will be shared
with the communities to help with agricultural decisions.
“Agriculture is a huge player in the Saskatchewan economy,” said Le Courtois,
who is majoring in Resource Science in
the Bachelor of Science in Renewable Resource Management degree program offered by USask’s College of Agriculture
and Bioresources.
“Being more informed about soil conditions helps to make more informed decisions regarding best agricultural and land
management practices,” she said.
Researchers collected soil samples in
the spring and fall from cultivated land,
native grassland, and forested regions of
both Indigenous communities. The team is
conducting lab analysis of these samples
to determine soil health after previous agricultural activity in each area. Potential

the amount of water and nutrients the soil
can maintain and provides an indicator of
its health.
´:HFROOHFWHGVDPSOHVIURPWKHVHGLͿHUHQW HQYLURQPHQWV WR FRPSDUH WKH HͿHFWV
RIGLͿHUHQWODQGXVHVRQVRLOFRQWULEXWLQJ
to a wholistic understanding of the land.
Eventually, it will provide a more thorough documented status of soil characteristics, and therefore health and quality,”
said Le Courtois.
The research, supervised and led by
USask soil biogeochemist Dr. Melissa Arcand (PhD), aims to collaborate with Indigenous communities to understand the
current state of their agricultural lands. Indigenous communities can ultimately use
the knowledge to inform agricultural land
use decisions, including potential farm exSDQVLRQRUUHVWRUDWLRQHͿRUWV
The project will provide updated knowledge on important factors such as soil nutrient status, soil carbon, and salinity and
form the basis for decisions on farming
operations in the next growing season.

´7KLV UHVHDUFK FDQ EHQHÀW 0LVWDZDVLV
Nêhiyawak and Cowessess because, by
working with First Nations land managers, we can increase community awareness of the impacts of agriculture on
reserve land. Knowledge about soil conditions helps to make more informed decisions regarding best agricultural and land
management practices,” said Le Courtois.
After completing this project, the team
hopes to expand on the work by collaborating with Indigenous communities
on agricultural issues related to climate
change.
“Over the course of my life, I have developed a love and appreciation for the
natural world—of its beauty and ability to sustain us,” said Le Courtois. “Saskatchewan and Canada are beautiful and
productive places, and I hope to develop
a career that works to sustainably manage
and protect these natural environments.”
The research is supported by the Canada Tri-Agency New Frontiers in Research
Fund’s Exploration Grant program.

USask agriculture undergraduate
researcher, Stephanie Le Courtois
impacts of previous agricultural use include erosion and altered nutrient cycles.
Variables such as the level of carbon
present and texture can help determine
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What does it really cost to live on the farm?
BY MATT MCINTOSH
,W·VKDUGWRÀ[DSUREOHPZKHQWKHSUREOHP LWVHOI LV XQNQRZQ :KHQ LW FRPHV WR
ÀQDQFHVQRWNQRZLQJZKHUH\RXUPRQH\
LVJRLQJPDNHVSODQQLQJGLIÀFXOW
/LYLQJ DQG ZRUNLQJ LQ WKH VDPH SODFH
FDQ PDNH WKLV HYHQ PRUH FKDOOHQJLQJ
2QWKHIDUPVHSDUDWLQJWUXHEXVLQHVVH[SHQVHV IURP SHUVRQDO FRVWV LV FULWLFDO WR
ÀQDQFLDO SUHSDUHGQHVV³ZKHWKHU LQ WKH
WUDQVLWLRQ SURFHVV RU GD\WRGD\ EXVLQHVV
PDQDJHPHQW

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO LIVE?
´7KH ELJJHVW IDFWRU LV VR PDQ\ WKLQJV
DUHEOHQGHG6RPHWLPHVLWVNHZVRXULGHD
RIWKHFRVWRIOLYLQJµVD\V$XGUHH0RULQ
DQ)&&EXVLQHVVDGYLVRUEDVHGLQ*XHOSK
2QW
$ GDLU\ IDUPHU KHUVHOI 0RULQ OLVWV D
YDULHW\ RI H[SHQVHV WKDW FRPPRQO\ JHW
FRQIXVHG EHWZHHQ SHUVRQDO DQG EXVLQHVV
FRVWVLQFOXGLQJIXHOXWLOLWLHVYHKLFOHSD\PHQWV DQG HYHQ VHHPLQJO\ VWUDLJKWIRUZDUGH[SHQVHVOLNHURGHQWFRQWURO3XWWLQJ
WKHULJKWH[SHQVHLQWKHULJKWFDWHJRU\FDQ
VXUSULVHIDUPIDPLOLHVZKHQWKH\VHHMXVW
KRZFRVWO\LWLVWROLYHRQDQGPDLQWDLQD
IDUPSURSHUW\RUDOWHUQDWLYHO\KRZPXFK
LWZRXOGFRVWWROLYHDZD\IURPWKHIDUP
7KH FRQVHTXHQFH RI QRW NQRZLQJ WKHVH
WKLQJV LV IRU H[DPSOH EHLQJ XQVXUH KRZ
PXFK \RX QHHG WR UHWLUH )RU DQ LQFRPLQJ JHQHUDWLRQ LW EHFRPHV FKDOOHQJLQJ WR
DFFXUDWHO\ GHWHUPLQH KRZ PXFK LQFRPH
WKHIDUPQHHGVWRJHQHUDWHWRVXSSRUWWKH
IDPLO\ DQG SRWHQWLDOO\ PXOWLSOH IDPLOLHV
SOXV KRZ PXFK RIIIDUP LQFRPH PD\ EH
UHTXLUHG
,W·VDOVRKDUGHUWRNQRZZKHUHFXWVFDQ
EH PDGH LQ WRXJK \HDUV RU LI WKH ULJKW
DSSURDFK LV EHLQJ WDNHQ ZLWK UHJDUGV WR
WD[HV %OXUULQJ WKH OLQH EHWZHHQ SHUVRQDO
DQGIDUPH[SHQVHVFDQUHVXOWLQVXUSULVHV
DW\HDUHQG(YHQPLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJKRZ
WR PRYH FDVK ZLWKLQ WKH EXVLQHVV³VD\
E\ SD\LQJ RQH SDUHQW YLD FRUSRUDWH GLYLGHQGVLQDZD\WKDWFRPSURPLVHVWKHIDPLO\·VDELOLW\WRDFFHVVFHUWDLQFKLOGFDUHEHQHÀWV³FDQDGGWRWKHEXUGHQ
´,I \RX KDYH WKLV FRQYHUVDWLRQ SURDFWLYHO\ \RX NQRZ H[DFWO\ ZKDW \RX DUH LQ
IRU DQG FDQ VWD\ RQ WRS RI LQFRPH WD[µ
0RULQVD\V
HOW TO SEPARATE EXPENSES
7KLQNLQJ FULWLFDOO\ LV WKH ÀUVW VWHS WR
LGHQWLI\LQJ KRZ PXFK LW FRVWV WR OLYH RQ
DQG UXQ WKH IDUP 'RLQJ VR PHDQV VHULRXVO\ FRQVLGHULQJ ZKLFK H[SHQVHV DUH OH-

JLWLPDWHO\EXVLQHVVUHODWHGDQGZKLFKDUH
QRW
0RQWKO\SD\PHQWVIRUDQHZWUXFNIRU
H[DPSOH FDQ VRPHWLPHV OHDQ PRUH WRZDUGV SHUVRQDO OLIHVW\OH SUHIHUHQFHV WKDQ
EXVLQHVV QHFHVVLW\ 6LPLODUO\ LW PLJKW EH
SRVVLEOHWRIROGRWKHUZLVHXQUHODWHGKRXVH
UHQRYDWLRQV LQWR IDUP EXVLQHVV FRVWV ,Q
ERWKFDVHVOLIHVW\OHH[SHQVHVZLOODUWLÀFLDOO\GURSZKLOHEXVLQHVVFRVWVLQÁDWH
´*DVLVDQRWKHUH[SHQVHXVXDOO\EXULHG
LQWKHIDUP6RPHFXVWRPHUVDOUHDG\NHHS
D ORJ RI SHUVRQDO NLORPHWUHV RU \RX FDQ
XVHDQHVWLPDWHIRU\RXUSHUVRQDOYHKLFOH
WR PDNH D SURMHFWLRQ RQ \RXU IXHO FRVWµ
0RULQVD\V5HJDUGLQJXWLOLWLHVDSHUFHQWDJHRIH[LVWLQJHOHFWULFLW\FRVWVFDQEHXVHG
WR NQRZ WKH WUXH LPSDFW RQ SHUVRQDO H[SHQVHV VKRXOG WKH IDUP QR ORQJHU FRYHU
WKHIXOODPRXQW
.HHSLQJWUDFNRIH[SHQVHVFDQEHRYHUZKHOPLQJ PDNLQJ LW GLIÀFXOW WR NQRZ
ZKHUHWREHJLQ0RULQVD\VWKLVLVSDUWLFXODUO\WUXHIRUWKRVHMXVWEHJLQQLQJWRSURDFWLYHO\PDQDJHIDUPDQGSHUVRQDOÀQDQFHV
DVZHOODVWKRVHZRUNLQJWKURXJKWKHVXFFHVVLRQSURFHVV
2QKHURZQIDUP0RULQEHJDQE\XVLQJ
DEXGJHWLQJVSUHDGVKHHWDFTXLUHGWKURXJK

WKHLU SHUVRQDO ÀQDQFH DGYLVRU WR PDQDJH
WKHLU SHUVRQDO H[SHQVHV 6KH DOVR HQFRXUDJHV WKH XVH RI DFFRXQWLQJ VRIWZDUH WKDW
FDQKHOSDUWLFXODWHH[SHQVHFDWHJRULHV
´+DYLQJFODULW\RQ\RXUQXPEHUVDOORZV
IRU PRUH PHDQLQJIXO FRQYHUVDWLRQV ZLWK
WHFKQLFDO DGYLVRUVµ VKH VD\V ´,W DOORZV
\RX WR EH PRUH SURDFWLYH $Q\ RI WKHVH
WRROVFDQKHOSJHW\RXVWDUWHG$OZD\VWDON
WR\RXUWHFKQLFDODGYLVRUVµ
FCC COST OF LIVING CALCULATOR
:LWKKHURZQH[SHULHQFHVLQPLQG³DQG
ZLWKH[SHULHQFHKHOSLQJIDPLOLHVWUDQVLWLRQ
JHQHUDWLRQV³0RULQ DQG KHU FROOHDJXHV
&RUH\+HQGHUVRQDQG-RHO%RNHQIRKUEHJDQEXLOGLQJDGXDOEXVLQHVVDQGSHUVRQDO
H[SHQVH FRVWRIOLYLQJ FDOFXODWRU IRU )&&
FXVWRPHUV
´:H ZHUH JLYLQJ H[DPSOHV WR IDPLOLHV
EXWZHFRXOGWHOOWKH\ZDQWHGPRUHJXLGDQFH,VKDUHGWKHWRRO,XVHDWKRPHDQG

ZDQWHGWRPDNHLWPRUHVXFFHVVLRQIULHQGO\IRURXUFXVWRPHUVµ0RULQVD\V
´$VHSDUDWHWDEOHWV\RXNHHSWUDFNRILQFRPHIURPGLIIHUHQWVRXUFHV,WFDQEHXVHG
E\ WKH VHQLRU JHQHUDWLRQ WR NQRZ ZKDW
WKH\QHHGDQGDOVRWKHMXQLRUJHQHUDWLRQ
IRUHYDOXDWLQJ ZKDWLVQHHGHGWRVXSSRUW
WKHP DV WKH IDUPLQJ IDPLO\µ 6KH DGGV
GDWD IURP WKH ODWHVW 6WDWLVWLFV &DQDGD DJULFXOWXUHFHQVXVZDVHPSOR\HGWRGHYHORS
H[SHQVHFDWHJRULHV
´<RXFDQHQWHUGDWDRQDQDQQXDOEDVLV
RU PRQWKO\ ZKLFKHYHU LV HDVLHU ,W KHOSV
ZLWK ORDQV WRR ZKLOH JLYLQJ \RX D JRRG
XQGHUVWDQGLQJRIKRZPXFK\RXQHHGWR
OLYHµ
7U\ )&&·V FRVW RI OLYLQJ FDOFXODWRU IRU
\RXUVHOI$VZLWKDQ\DFFRXQWLQJV\VWHP
WKH FDOFXODWRU ZDV EXLOW XVLQJ FRPPRQ
FDWHJRULHVDQGVWDWLVWLFDODYHUDJHV$OZD\V
EHPLQGIXORIWKHXQLTXHFKDUDFWHULVWLFVRI
\RXULQGLYLGXDOEXVLQHVV
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APAS sends letter of recommendations
for agricultural programs to government
SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
The Agricultural Producers Association of
Saskatchewan
(APAS)
released a list of 19 recommendations for develRSLQJ WKH QH[W ÀYH\HDU
funding agreement for
agricultural programs, to
the federal and provincial
governments to consider,
on April 12.
%LOO3U\E\OVNLYLFHSUHV
ident of APAS, explained
ZK\    WKH DVVRFLDWLRQ IHOW
it was important to release
a list of recommendations
that can assist in improving the agriculture sector.
“Recognizing that the
QH[W SROLF\ IUDPHZRUN
will come into affect April
1 of 2023, we felt this was a
JRRGRSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNH
some recommendations to
the federal and provincial
government as to how we
feel some of the programs
FDQEHLPSURYHGµ3U\E\O
ski said.
“How the programs can
EHPDGHWREHDOLWWOHPRUH
responsive to the needs of
IDUPHUVLQ6DVNDWFKHZDQµ
3U\E\OVNLH[SODLQHGKRZ
APAS came up with the
recommendations on the
list.
“Through
discussions
with stakeholders of differHQWFRPPRGLW\JURXSVDF
countants, we discussed it
also with our APAS memEHUVKLS DQG WKH PHPEHUV
of our task force just sitting
DURXQGWKHWDEOHµKHVDLG
“We were discussing the
SURJUDPV DV WKH\ DUH DQG
ZKHUHWKH\IHOWWKHUHZHUH
shortcomings, and what
ZH PLJKW EH DEOH WR GR WR
LPSURYHWKRVHSURJUDPVµ
The main recommendations APAS included in
their list are the following:
 5HVWRUH $JUL6WDELOLW\
coverage through performance and participation
incentives and allow Crop
Insurance premiums as an
expense.
• Maintain AgriInvest
with enhancements to
make the program more
ÁH[LEOH
 5HIRUP $JUL5HFRYHU\
into a more comprehensive
disaster response program.
• Recognize the importance of Agri-Insurance
and create a national cost
shared Livestock price inBY

surance program.
• Improve access to
Trade and Market Development programs for
smaller acre crops and
niche commodities and
create a program to respond to trade disruptions.
• Support research fundLQJIURPGLVFRYHU\VFLHQFH
to commercialization.
• Recognize environPHQWDO EHQHÀWV IURP DJ
riculture in a separate
IXQGLQJ FDWHJRU\ LQ WKH
framework agreement and
HQVXUH UHJLRQDOO\ DSSUR
priate environmental programming.
$3$6KDVEHHQZRUNLQJ
on the list of recommendations with stakeholders
DQGRWKHUEXVLQHVVHVVLQFH
2FWREHURIODVW\HDU
“We started working
on our recommendations
EDFN LQ 2FWREHU ZKHQ ZH
ÀUVW VWDUWHG PHHWLQJ DV D
group to come up with
VRPHVXJJHVWLRQVµ
3U\E\OVNL IXUWKHU H[
plains the recommendation of “recognizing enviURQPHQWDO EHQHÀWV IURP
agriculture in a separate
IXQGLQJFDWHJRU\µ
“We want to recognize
that producers over the
ODVW\HDUVPDGHFKDQJHV
WR WKH ZD\ WKDW ZH IDUP
DQG PDQ\ RI WKRVH FKDQJ
HV KDYH EHHQ EHQHÀFLDO WR
the environment and we
ZRXOG OLNH WR EH UHFRJ
QL]HG IRU WKDWµ 3U\E\OVNL
said.
“We felt that the things
producers are doing, are a
EHQHÀWWRWKHHQYLURQPHQW
LW DOVR EHQHÀWV VRFLHW\ DV
a whole and perhaps soFLHW\ VKRXOG ORRN DW ZD\V
RQKRZWKH\FDQKHOSIXQG
those advances in technolRJ\WKRVHRSHUDWLQJSURFH
dures that are good for the
HQYLURQPHQWµ
“If it’s good for the whole
SXEOLF WKHQ PD\EH VRPH
of that funding should
come from resources other
WKDQDJULFXOWXUDOIXQGLQJµ
3U\E\OVNL ZDV DVNHG
what his thoughts are
DERXW WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQ
ment’s plan on reducing
IHUWLOL]HU E\  SHU FHQW
ZKLFK ZDV UHFHQWO\ DQ
nounced in the 2022 fedHUDOEXGJHW
“I understand that the
reduction target is in the
emissions of fertilizer usage. I guess that’s a tough

Vice-president of APAS, Bill Prybylski, explains why it is important the provincial and federal government considers the list of 19 recommendations developing the next five-year
funding agreement for agricultural programs.
one for us to swallow
KHUHµKHVDLG
´:H·YH EHHQ DGRSWLQJ
practices that have reduced our emissions from
the use of fertilizer, the direct seeding, the GPS, so
ZH·YHEHHQGRLQJWKLQJVWR
reduce our fertilizer usage.
´&HUWDLQO\ WKHUH·V OLNHO\
things coming down the
line, new technologies that
ZLOOEHDGDSWHGLISURGXF
HUV FDQ VHH VRPH EHQHÀW
WR LW WKH\ ZLOO DGRSW WKRVH
SUDFWLFHV EXW SLFNLQJ D
QXPEHU RXW RI WKH DLU DQG
VD\LQJ ¶WKLV LV ZKDW ZH
have to do,’ I don’t know
LILW·VUHDOLVWLFDQGEHQHÀWV
SURGXFHUVµ
He said APAS’s recommendation of “recognizLQJ HQYLURQPHQWDO EHQ
HÀWV IURP DJULFXOWXUHµ VLWV
FORVHO\ WR WKH IHGHUDO JRY
ernment’s plan for farmers
to reduce their fertilizer
usage.
“Over the last 20 to 30
\HDUVZH·YHDGRSWHGWHFK
nologies that have reduced
our emissions from fertilL]HUV WR PRUH HIÀFLHQW XVH
of the fertilizer, and more
WDUJHWXVHRILWµKHVDLG
“We made the investPHQWV ZH·YH QRW EHHQ

Marek Zdunczyk
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recognized for those investments and we felt that
PD\EHZHVKRXOGEHµ
Out of the 19 recommenGDWLRQV RQ WKH OLVW 3U\E
\OVNLVSRNHDERXWZKDWKH
hopes the provincial and
federal government take
DZD\IURPWKHOLVWRYHUDOO
“I think that we can imSURYH DQG VWDJJHU VWDELO
LW\ZLWKZKDWZH·UHFDOOLQJ
WKH SHUIRUPDQFH EDVH LQ

centives for improving the
coverage levels of agriculWXUHVWDELOLW\ZHIHHOWKDW·V
D YHU\ LPSRUWDQW UHFRP
PHQGDWLRQµKHVDLG
´7KHUH·V EHHQ ORWV RI
FULWLFLVP ZLWK $JUL6WDELO
LW\ EXW WKDW·V WKH SURJUDP
we have to work with and
if we can make those improvements recognizing
that producers are doing
things on their farm to
mitigate that risk so that
WKH\·UHQRWLQDFODLPSRVL
WLRQ DQG WKDW WKH\ VKRXOG
EHUHZDUGHGIRUWKDWVRPH
KRZµ
3U\E\OVNLH[SODLQHGKRZ
$JUL6WDELOLW\FDQKHOSSUR
ducers.
“We felt that increased
coverage levels would reward good producers for
good management pracWLFHVµKHVDLG
´$JUL6WDELOLW\ LV D SUR
gram that will ensure producers margins to a certain
level of their historical
PDUJLQEDVLFDOO\LIWKHLQ
surance is to cover a percentage of their historical
PDUJLQVDQGE\LQFUHDVLQJ
WKDW FRYHUDJH OHYHO HYHU\
\HDU ZH·OO JLYH SURGXFHUV
PRUH ÀQDQFLDO SURWHFWLRQ
IRUWKHLUPDUJLQVµ

Anticipated
response
from the
government

3U\E\OVNL VDLG WKH SXU
pose of the list of recomPHQGDWLRQV PDGH E\
APAS is for the provincial

and federal government
to consider the agriculture
group’s suggestions.
He was asked when he
expects the government to
acknowledge APAS’s recommendations.
“We know that the federal, provincial and territorial ag ministers are meetLQJ LQ 6DVNDWRRQ LQ -XO\
and we would hope that
we will have an indication
from them at least, what
WKH\ WKLQN DERXW RXU UHF
RPPHQGDWLRQV EHIRUH WKDW
PHHWLQJµKHVDLG
´/LNHO\DORWRIWKHODWHUDO
DJUHHPHQWV ZLOO EH VLJQHG
at that meeting, we’re hopLQJWKDWPD\EHLQDFRXSOH
months from now we will
KHDUEDFNIURPWKHPµ
+H ZDV DVNHG ZK\ WKH
provincial and federal
government should consider the list of recommendations in developing
WKH QH[W ÀYH\HDU IXQGLQJ
agreement for agricultural
programs.
“As a general farm organization I feel that we have
a pulse on the needs of
producers in the province
and we feel that these recommendations are what’s
needed to help producers mitigate the increasing
ULVNV WKDW WKH\ DUH IDFLQJ
HYHU\ \HDUµ VDLG 3U\E\O
ski.
´%\ LPSURYLQJ WKH SUR
JUDPV WKDW DOUHDG\ H[LVW
we feel that these are reaVRQDEOH UHTXHVWV DQG LV
VRPHWKLQJ ZH·UH FHUWDLQO\
hoping the government
FRQVLGHUVµ
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Canadian Agricultural Human Resources Council

Winners named in National Business Case competion
Students from 10 institutions took part in inaugural competition

The Canadian Agricultural Human Resources Council
(CAHRC), in partnership with
the Business + Higher Education Roundtable (BHER) has announced the winning team in the
inaugural Growing Our People:
National Business Case Competition.
The successful team consisted
of Emily Gibson (University
of Guelph), Styn Nieuwenhuis
(Olds College), and Partha Saha
(College of the North Atlantic)
who presented a well-articulated
approach to the real-world business problem provided by Vianna Farms of Alberta.
Overall, students from ten
post-secondary
institutions
across Canada took part in the
competition.
“Programs like Growing Our
People provide unique opportunities for post-secondary students to explore rewarding careers in Canadian agriculture,”
said Jennifer Wright, Acting Ex-

ecutive Director at CAHRC.
“These students, often coming
from outside agriculture, are the
future of Canada and their new
skills and fresh ideas are a tremendous opportunity for agriculture as a whole.”
Under-represented
groups,
such as women, newcomers,
Indigenous people, and people
with disabilities were particularly encouraged to take part in
the competition, as their unique

perspectives are what is needed
in agriculture.
While the primary agriculture
industry is already facing sigQLÀFDQW ODERXU JDSV &$+5&
research indicates that in 2017,
MREVZHQWXQÀOOHGLQ&DQada’s agriculture sector, costing
the sector $2.9 billion in lost revenues, or 4.7 per cent of product
sales.
This same research forecasts
the sector’s labour gap will
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nearly double over the next 10
years, reaching 123,000 people
by 2029.
Prize funds were generously
donated by the Canadian AgriBusiness Education Foundation
(CABEF).
CABEF awards scholarships
annually to Canadian students
who are entering or currently
pursuing an agricultural-related
program full-time at a Canadian
college, university, or apprentice-

Let us help
brand your
business!
306-435-2445
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ship (trade) institution.
“We are very appreciative of
the support we received from
CABEF as well as post-secondary
institutions across Canada,” added Wright.
“The participating students
demonstrated remarkable insights in the case submissions.
Agriculture will be a fortunate
ÀHOG ZLWK WKHP LQ RXU ZRUNforce.”
CAHRC will be running the
next iteration of the Growing our
People National Business Case
Competition in fall 2022. Full
details will be distributed closer
to that time but for more information on participating contact
Nadee Imran, AgriTalent Program Manager at nimran@cahrcccrha.ca. Growing Our People is
part of a suite of programs aimed
at introducing post-secondary
students to rewarding careers in
Canadian agriculture. Find out
more at: https://cahrc-ccrha.ca/
programs/agritalent.
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FCC offering higher credit lines
in light of higher input costs
Farm Credit Canada is offering enhanced credit line
options and increased crop input loan limits to address
recent input cost increases in Canada’s agriculture and
food industry.
“We want to ensure producers and food processors
KDYHVXIÀFLHQWFDSLWDOWREULGJHDQ\FDVKÁRZJDSVGXUing this time of multiple input cost increases,” said FCC
President and CEO Michael Hoffort.
´,Q SUDFWLFDO WHUPV WKLV FRXOG PHDQ EHLQJ DEOH WR UHSOHQLVK WKH IXHO WDQNV EHIRUH KHDGLQJ RXW WR WKH ÀHOG RU
KDYLQJWKHFDVKÁRZWRKLUHDGGLWLRQDOHPSOR\HHVWRNHHS
the processing plant running at capacity.”
“We want to ensure our customers have the working
FDSLWDO WR EX\ ZKDWHYHU LQSXWV WKH\ QHHG ² ZKHQ WKH\
QHHGWKHP²WRNHHSWKHLUGD\WRGD\RSHUDWLRQVUXQQLQJ
smoothly,” he added.
)&& LV RIIHULQJ FUHGLW OLPLW LQFUHDVHV WR FURS LQSXW ÀQDQFLQJFXVWRPHUVZKRPHHWVSHFLÀFSUHDSSURYDOFULWHria, ensuring they have access to the capital they need for
the upcoming growing season.

The federal Crown corporation is also offering a two\HDUFUHGLWOLQHIRUTXDOLÀHGFXVWRPHUVWRDFFHVVXSWRD
maximum of $500,000 to provide customers with addiWLRQDOÀQDQFLDOÁH[LELOLW\
FCC will continue to consider other options, such as
GHEWUHVWUXFWXULQJWRVXSSRUWFXVWRPHUVLQÀQDQFLDOGLIÀFXOW\
“FCC is committed to the success of the Canadian agriculture and food industry,” Hoffort said.
´:HUHFRJQL]HWKLVPD\EHERWKDFKDOOHQJLQJDQGFULWLFDOWLPHIRUSURGXFHUVDJULEXVLQHVVHVDQGSURFHVVRUV%\
KHOSLQJRXUFXVWRPHUVWKURXJKRXWHYHU\EXVLQHVVF\FOH
we help strengthen the industry and position it for longterm success.”

WDEOLVK D ÀQDQFLDO VWUDWHJ\
in line with your risk exposure, as well as your averVLRQ RU DELOLW\ WR WDNH RQ
some risk,” Gervais says.
+HEHOLHYHVRQHVWUDWHJ\
PD\ EH WR ORFN LQ LQWHUHVW
rates to avoid paying higher rates down the road.
“When you lock in rates,
usually you pay a higher
LQWHUHVW UDWH EXW \RX KDYH
this assurance that you’re
JRLQJWREHRND\IURPDÀnancial standpoint paying
WKDWGHEWGRZQµ
,I FRPSXWLQJ ÀQDQFLDO
ratios seems overwhelming, there’s nothing that
VD\VWKHVHVWHSVQHHGWREH
taken alone. Consult your
EDQNHU DFFRXQWDQW IDUP
manager and anyone else
who can help run relevant
economic scenarios and
simulations and devise a
sound strategy for your
operation.

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!
NOW SELLING
ALUMINUM TRAILERS

FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

BARRY

STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER

#1 Grade Colored
$1.20 /sq. ft.

B+ Grade Colored
$1.15 /sq. ft.

Multi Colored
Mill Ends
79¢ /sq. ft.
Call us now for best selection
of lengths & colors!

306-434-6046

B- Grade Smart Board

MEAT SALES

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES

• Roasts • Hamburger
• Steak • Lamb
• Chicken • Pork
• Sausage

3/8" = $35/sheet
7/16"= $37/sheet

Q

HELP WANTED
We are looking for a
Heavy Truck & Trailer/Ag Technician
Q
Q

Call Robin: 306-743-2840
Cell: 306-743-7490 • Langenburg, SK

Available immediately
Full-time position with benefits
Apply to tkag@sasktel.net or call and speak to
Brock at 306-482-3473 for more information.

TK Agri-Service
501 SUPER GRID SOUTH | CARNDUFF, SK

Est. 2006

306-482-3473
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

SHOP LOCATION: HWY #1 & #256

ATTENTION FARMERS:

SPRING
SEEDING REPAIRS

Hauling Grain,
Fertilizer, Equipment,
Potable Water and Gravel.
PLUS Winch Truck Service.

• Custom Fabrication & Repairs
• Mobile Rig available for onsite calls
• Tailored to suit your needs
• 24-Hour Emergency Service

Ph: 306-645-2032
Rocanville, SK

BLACK VELVET WELDING
26:5c

26:5c

SPRINGER

BORDER TRUCK &
TRAILER REPAIR

For all your heavy
equipment and
construction needs

SGI Approved Safety
Inspection Station

CONSTRUCTION

306-435-2422
CELL: 306-435-7339

Ask us about Fuel Allowance

• Centennial Products

FOUILLARD STEEL
SUPPLIES LTD.

And much more!

ST. LAZARE, MB

(made by Ottenbreit)

Q

Tractors
All makes and models of farm machinery
Semis
Saskatchewan Safeties

$1.55/sq. ft

$1.09 /sq. ft.
K

Q

PVC LINER

B Grade Colored
B

Q

HIGH QUALITY YEARLING AND 2-YEAR OLD ANGUS
BULLS FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY

Building strategies to counter
inﬂation and interest rates
,QÁDWLRQ DQG LQWHUHVW
UDWHV FDQ EH WRXFK\ SRLQWV
for farmers, especially
those who lived through
the 1980s. Land prices
dropped in the 1980s and
in the early 1990s, driven
ORZHUE\UHFRUGKLJKLQWHUest rates, poor commodity
prices and drought.
&RQFHUQV DERXW LQÁDtion and rising interest
rates returned in 2021, and
DOWKRXJK ERWK DUH RXW RI
farmers’ control, producers
can use an understanding
of these risks to mute their
effects.
,QÁDWLRQKDVDGLUHFWLPpact on farmers’ costs of
production, as well as inWHUHVWUDWHVDVWKH%DQNRI
&DQDGD %2&  ZLOO DGMXVW
LWV SROLF\ UDWH XQWLO LQÁDtion is around 2%, explains
J.P. Gervais, FCC vice-president and chief economist.
What farmers can do
with in-depth knowledge
RI LQÁDWLRQ DQG LQWHUHVW
rates is develop a strategy,
one that starts with underVWDQGLQJ WKHLU GHEW UHSD\ment capacity and how
higher interest rates would
LQÁXHQFHLW
• determine the net inFRPH\RXUEXVLQHVVJHQHUates
 FDOFXODWH GHEW REOLJDtions
• work out how much
room you have to phase in
higher interest rates
“The idea is to understand what kind of risk
you’re exposed to and es-

WE REPAIR & MAINTAIN
AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT!

www.fouillardsteel.com

1-800-510-3303

24-HOUR
TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

FOR HEAVY TRUCKS & TRAILERS
• Repairs on Trucks & Trailers
• Lubricants & Parts Sales
24 HOUR TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

TO BOOK AN
APPOINTMENT CALL

306-435-2422
CELL: 306-435-7339
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Still waiting for the promise of spring . . .
I am pretty sure I spoke of the promise of spring in my
last column and here we are, one month later, still staring at
mounds of snow with even more predicted to come. I would
never have thought that when I left for Regina for an eye
appointment a couple of weeks ago, I would end up storm
stayed, only to return home four days later.
But my worries were minor compared to those of the cattle farmers in the SE part of our province and the SW part of
our neighbouring province to the east. It was brutal for cows
and calves alike but most especially for the newborn calves
and all young livestock.
The cattle ranchers who braved the snowdrifts and the
wind to care for their animals are to be commended for doing all they could for them – moving snow, digging calves
out of snowbanks, drying calves off, getting them into shelters where possible.
It can sometimes be an impossible task when the weather
PDNHVLWGLIÀFXOWWRUHDFKOLYHVWRFNOHWDORQHFDUHDGHTXDWHly for them.
Going way back in time, in fact some 45 years ago, on
April 9, the temperature was 27 degrees C. I remember the
day well for some reason and I have to say, in all that time
since, we’ve never celebrated an anniversary with weather
such as it was then.
I mean, there we were, about to be married and my hubby-to-be wasn’t sure we should proceed with the wedding
EHFDXVHWKHÀHOGVZHUHGU\DQGKHZDVUHDG\WRVWDUWVHHGing.
It was probably a pretty good indication that the farm
would forever be in the forefront of his every waking moment. I believed there ought to be a balance between work
DQGOHLVXUHDODVKHWKRXJKWQRWDWOHDVWQRWIRUWKHÀUVW
years.
Though Covid has kept us mostly home for the past two
years and now with personal bouts of Covid behind us (well,
except for the lingering fatigue and loss of taste), we headed
WRWKHPRXQWDLQVIRUDÀYHQLJKWJHWDZD\*RLQJWKURXJK
Regina, I suggested perhaps we should look at moving there
because it would save us a lot of trips for medical appointments. Hubby had no words, literally no words. It was more
of ‘a look’ moment as he glared from his side of the car.
It’s amazing, isn’t it, how getting away from home puts
all the “busyness” of our lives and all things ‘farm’ onto
the back burner, replaced only with the biggest decision of
the day – where shall we eat supper tonight? It was a sweet
retreat to be sitting in the hot tub at night beneath the starstudded skies amongst the tall evergreens and the mountains rising up all around us and to be able to just unwind,
chat (no farm-talk allowed and apparently no retirement
talk either) and enjoy some restorative do-nothing time.
Not only did we enjoy some ‘mountain’ time, but some
time in Calgary with family. As we were heading south on
Deerfoot (during rush hour no less), I was anticipating a visit with our nieces who grew up on the farm right next to us.
I was feeling a bit nostalgic since it was to be our last night
in Alberta and I was really enjoying being in the city. That
prompted me to suggest retiring to Calgary some day! Hubby’s response began more as a growl, I would say, before I
heard, “We are never moving to the city!” Perhaps I should
have made my suggestion while we were still on Stony
Plain and not going down Deerfoot at rush hour? LOL, I
guess we are staying put—on or near the farm—FOREVER!
5HDOLW\ RI FRXUVH VWULNHV IDLUO\ TXLFNO\ RQFH \RX DUULYH
KRPH DQG GUHDPV RI PRYLQJ WR WKH FLW\ TXLFNO\ GLHG WKH
day we returned home. Those darn farm books were sitting
right where I’d left them. Talk about a rude homecoming
VHHLQJWKDWVWDFNRIÀOHVVLWWLQJRQWKHFRUQHURIWKHNLWFKHQ
table.
Of course, things could be worse than farm accounting
woes as Easter week would prove. I welcomed my two
youngest grands (8 & 5) that week, during which they
would both get haircuts. I pulled hubby’s truck into a spot
on main street and parked. Then I decided to back up a bit
further from the half ton parked in front of me for some reason. The kids and I went in and their hairdresser, bless her
heart had hidden four little Easter eggs for each of them to
ÀQG 7KH\ ZHUH VR H[FLWHG :KHQ WKH\ SUHSDUHG WR OHDYH

UPCOMING
AUCTION
Online-timed Yard Equipment & Tool Auction
for Myrna Green, Rocanville, SK
Bidding Starts: Fri. May 6 @ 9am
Bidding Ends: Sun May 15 @ 1pm - soft close
FEATURING: Snap-on Tool chests & tools; large selection of shop tools,
JD AR tractor; Motorhome; various yard equipment & much more.
MOTORHOME DETAILS:
1988 Ford C822XL Regency by Triple E Motorhome. Econoline 7.3L 350
diesel engine. Serial #1FDKE30M8JHB38186. Showing 195,747 km.
Includes: Built in vacuum, stove, fridge, freezer, closets, shower,
bathroom, double bed. Last safetied in 2018 at 195,633 KM. Always been
shedded. New batteries. Does not require SK safety to be registered in SK.

Sale handled by Wright’s Auction Service Ltd.
Boissevain & Melita, MB.

30:2c

Please call: 204-534-7997 or 204-305-0284 if any questions or email
w.wright@mymts.net. Please visit our website www.wrightauction.ca
and click on “Bid Online” to register and follow the instructions.
Valid credit card required for new registry.
Monthly sales will continue as On Line Timed Sales,
please call to inquire about your own sale or consignment.

she gave them a few more. Now I’m not sure which pockets
they put them in but by the time we walked out the door,
they were in tears because they each thought the other had
taken some of theirs.
7KH ÀYH\HDUROG ZDV VREELQJ ´, KDG IRXU DQG DWH RQH
DQG JRW ÀYH PRUH VR , VKRXOG KDYH HLJKW EXW , RQO\ KDYH
ÀYHµFRXQWLQJWKURXJKKHUWHDUV6KHZDVGHYDVWDWHGDQGLW
was obvious, at least to her, that the problem was her brother—he must have taken some of hers.
By the time we got to the truck, they were both crying
over how many Easter eggs they each had (or didn’t have).
And that’s when I heard a couple of people call out my
name. I truly hoped they weren’t thinking I was being an
awful Grandma because I am sure they heard me saying,
“Kids, kids, stop crying, just buckle up and we will sort it
out at home!”
That’s when I heard, “Someone backed into your truck,
Donna” they said. Oh no!
You have to know my husband’s OCD when it comes
to his vehicles, not counting the old farm ones. It was
bad enough someone had stolen that beautiful new-to-us
\HDUROG KDOI WRQ ZLWK RQO\  N·V RQ LW D FRXSOH RI
years back, but now this! The new truck was no longer in a
state of perfection and I was the one that was going to have
to tell him.
I hopped into the truck, two crying children in the back
seat, and headed home. We got into the house, two kids
with tears falling and me searching through pockets, only
to discover that we indeed could account for the necessary
grand total of eggs. I dried the tears, told them they could
eat as many as they wanted and turned to face my husband.
“I have something to tell you,” I choked out. There was
not a word from him, eyes big. “Someone bumped into your
truck when I was parked on main street.” Wow, I haven’t
seen him move that fast in a long time—out the door he
went.
“Did you phone the police?” he asked when he came back
in. “No,” I said. “No one died.” I am not absolutely certain,
but I am guessing that wasn’t the best answer. And so it
came to be that lazy Tuesday afternoon, that hubby made
his calls—to the witnesses on the street, to the police, to SGI
and to the auto body shop. Meanwhile I maintained my
response was appropriate for the time— no one had died
and the kids were crying their eyes out over lost eggs. I was
hardly going to call the police over the ‘hit-and-run’, not at
least at that moment.
With all this excitement now fading into our memories,
we have moved onto preparing machinery for spring seeding, moving cattle out to more open spaces and prepping
for our move to the camper on the farm! The towels and
bedding are boxed up, the kids’ snacks bagged up and the
camper groceries are piled high. Now if only we could actu-

LANE REALTY

For the most exposure that you deserve in the marketing of
your farm or ranch property – Contact your local agent:

JASON BEUTLER (306) 735-7811

LANE REALTY

Saskatchewan’s Farm & Ranch Specialists ™
Ph: (306) 569-3380 • E-mail: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net
WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!
“Now representing purchasers from across Canada and overseas!”

www.lanerealty.com

Key “M”

Auction Services
SATURDAY, JUNE 18 • KISBEY, SK
Hale/James Farm Sale

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22 • FAIRLIGHT, SK
Sauter/McConnachie Farm Sale

CALL US TO BOOK YOUR SALE TODAY!
306-452-3815 306-452-7847
auctionkeym@gmail.com

keymauctions.com

ally get to the camper. Short of shoveling six feet of snow
leading up to the unit, I think we will need to exercise a bit
more patience. I can’t wait for camper life at the farm – you
NQRZWKRVHDPWUDFWRUVWDUWVWKHJX\VFDOOLQJDFURVV
the yard to be heard over the roar of machinery, hubby’s
EXUQW HJJ DQG WKH VTXHDO RI WKH VPRNH GHWHFWRU WKUHH IHHW
IURPWKHEHGURRP2KWKHOLIH2QDÀQDOQRWHWKRXJK,ZDV
saddened to hear of Joe’s passing, we won’t be hearing that
darn rooster crowing when the sun comes up anymore. So
there’s that.
The twins (nearly 12) are anxiously awaiting our return to
the farm, most assuredly for the treats I am sure. They will
laugh at my notebook on which I write what’s been seeded
where and when because they don’t need anything in writing.
It’s all up top and they are always bang-on, proof that
what interests them is perfectly remembered. So when I
PDUN GRZQ FDQROD VHHGHG RQ WKH 6( TXDUWHU RI ZKHUHYHU
they will stroke it with disdain. “Oh Grandma, that’s canola
stubble there. You don’t seed canola on canola stubble.”
%HWWKH\GRQ·WNQRZWKHTXDUWHUVHFWLRQQXPEHUVOLNH,GR
though!!
With my youngest grands visiting over Easter week, I
have had some interesting discussions with them. On the
ÀUVWPRUQLQJDIWHUZHFOHDUHGWKHFREZHEVIURPRXUEUDLQ
ZHVDWWRJHWKHURQWKHFRXFKDQG+D\GHQ·VÀUVWFRPPHQW
of the morning was to inform me that his mom and dad
weren’t having any more children. Hhhmmm, how much
more information was I going to glean from this eight-yearold?.
In my best effort to steer the conversation away from family planning discussions, I told Hayden I needed to get to
work and get the bed made and the dishwasher loaded. “Oh
Grandma,” he said, “It’s Easter week, you don’t have to do
any of that on Easter week.” “Ahhh,” I said to him.
“We don’t have to eat then either. Yayyyyyy, I don’t have
to cook this week.” His half grin said it all and indeed, I
think he got the message—there are some things you just
gotta do, holiday week or not!
And so, as us grain farmers await warmer days and the
disappearance of fence-line snowdrifts, we will make the
best of our time, preparing machinery, moving cattle to
drier plains, purchasing or picking up inputs and parts and
supplies and on those snowy off-times, we will make the
most of our time with the grands—playing games, baking,
painting, watching movies, creating spa moments (oh the
ZDWHU RQ WKH ÁRRU  DQG PDNLQJ VOLPH RK WKH JRR RQ P\
bathroom cupboards). Who knew I would one day have a
slime lab in my bathroom?
$QG VR DV , ÀQDOO\ EULQJ WKLV FROXPQ WR DQ HQG DQG DV
we celebrate Ag Week at this time of year, my wish for all
our cattle and grain farmers and all those involved in the
agriculture industry is that the spring season is not just safe
and successful, but that it is one that brings you a sense of
accomplishment and pride as well.
Be sure to take the time to replenish your soul with some
restful moments along the way and for those who are raising the next generation of farmers, may the wonder in their
eyes never cease as you share your love of land and livestock!

Class 1 License
Mandatory Entry Level Training
CALL TODAY!
The 121.5 hour course is the Mandatory Entry-Level Training
course that came into effect on September 1, 2019. This course
consists of 40 hours of classroom training, 40.5 hours of in-yard
training and 41 hours of in-cab training. This course covers the
essential skills to safely operate a semi truck and trailer.
FUNDING IS AVAILABLE through government programs
CALL ROLAND FOR MORE INFORMATION

at 204-851-2998

23:tfc

Crop Land
Wanted
LOOKING FOR CROP
LAND TO RENT OR BUY
Call or text Brian at
306-541-3213 or email
bgdoane@sasktel.net
24:7c
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Risk of seed-placed fertilizer on canola emergence
BY WARREN WARD
Toxicity and salt effect from fertilizer can damage
canola seed and seedlings, and reduce the return on
investment for seed. One way to increase canola emergence rates is to keep all fertilizer out of the seed row—
except for a starter rate of phosphate.
The risk of seed-placed fertilizer comes from the nitrogen component of ammonium phosphate, ammonium sulphate and all nitrogen fertilizers. Ammonia
can damage crops through direct toxicity while nitrate
will damage seedlings by desiccation through the salt
effect. Potassium fertilizers also have a high salt index
and should not go in the seed row.

Why is phosphorus the exception?
3KRVSKRUXVVXSSO\GXULQJWKHÀUVWWZRWRVL[ZHHNV
of canola growth is critical to achieve optimal yield.
Given that phosphorus availability is reduced under
ZHWFROGFRQGLWLRQVFDQRODEHQHÀWVIURPDVHHGSODFHG
supply of phosphorus fertilizer.
But not too much. Apply just enough to give each
seed equal access to starter phosphate prills or droplets but not so much that the ammonium reduces emergence. A seed-placed rate equivalent to 20 lb./ac. of
P2O5 (~40 lb./ac. of monoammonium phosphate) will
balance those two objectives. This approach shows the
interactions of the Right rate at the Right time in the
Right place as part of 4R Nutrient Stewardship.
How to reduce the nitrogen risk
Under some circumstances, growers can safely apply
a little extra ammonium phosphate or nitrogen fertilizer with canola seed. Factors that reduce the risk from
seed-placed nitrogen are:
Seedbed moisture. Water dilutes the concentration
of nitrogen molecules around the seed and seedling,
and disperses nitrogen molecules throughout the soil.
This moisture reduces fertilizer concentrations around
the seed.
Fertilizer source. Polymer coating or urease inhibitors slow the release of ammonia and ammonium from
urea.
Seed bed utilization (SBU). High SBU – which can
be achieved with wider openers and narrow row spacing—will lower the risk because seed and fertilizer are
spread over a larger area.
Soil pH. Lower soil pH reduces the risk from seedplaced nitrogen. That is why safe rates are generally
higher in Saskatchewan and Alberta than in Manitoba.
Soil texture. Heavy (clay) soils lower the risk and

A farmer seeding canola.
light (sandy) soils increase the risk.
Test the safety of seed-placed rates
These factors don’t eliminate the risk entirely, so a
large percentage of fertilizer will still have to go outside
the seed row to give canola seeds a safe place to emerge
and contribute to yield.
To test the effect of seed-placed fertilizer, turn off
seed-placed fertilizer runs for a 100-foot strip in some
ÀHOGV0DUNWKHVHDUHDVDQGWKHQJREDFNDQGGRSODQW
counts early in the season to compare treated and untreated strips.

22061PR0

Canola Council of Canada photo

The Nutrient Management section at CanolaEncyclopedia.ca has more on the placement of fertilizer (under
each macronutrient heading), and a chapter on the 4R
stewardship practices – Right source of fertilizer used
at the Right rate, at the Right time and in the Right
place. For a more detailed version of this article, look
for “Right rates for seed-placed fertilizer” at canolawatch.org/fundamentals. While there, please sign up
to receive our timely Canola Watch agronomy emails.
Warren Ward is an agronomy specialist with the Canola
Council of Canada. Email wardw@canolacouncil.org.

B U I LT O N FA R M E R

Relationships.

*UDLQ0LOOHUVLVDIDPLO\êRZQHGFRPSDQ\DQGKDVEHHQD
OHDGHULQZKROHêJUDLQPLOOLQJIRURYHU\HDUV:HGHSHQG
RQdirect farmer relationshipsDQGRIIHUFRPSHWLWLYH
IDUPJDWHSULFLQJDJURQRP\DQGVXVWDLQDELOLW\DGYLFHDQG
VWURQJPDUNHWVIRU\RXUJUDLQV2XUFRPPLWPHQWWRSURGXFLQJ
TXDOLW\SURGXFWVEHJLQVZLWK\RX

We Purchase:
2DWVv)OD[v%DUOH\
:KHDWv2WKHU*UDLQV

2DWV)HHG*UDLQV
)OD[
2WKHU*UDLQV
JUDLQPLOOHUVFRP_
*UDLQ0LOOHUV'ULYH32%R[<RUNWRQ6.61=
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Spring blizzard impacted
cattle producers mentally and ﬁnancially
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Cattle producers have been affected
tremendously since a snowstorm in midApril hit Southeast Saskatchewan and
Southwest Manitoba.
Many producers lost calves in the April
14 blizzard were worried last week about
the forecast of another snowstorm on
April 23.
Many producers lost calves in the April
blizzard.
“If we get hit hard again and there’s
no support, then we would lose producers, they’d be done. They’re that much on
the line right now,” said RM of Moosomin
reeve David Moffatt.
“These bigger ranches took a major hit,
we’re talking anywhere from 800 to 1000
head calving out. A typical death loss on
a herd in a season is around 10 per cent.
These producers hit 10 per cent in those
two days because of the weather, and
some of these guys are getting 50 to 60
calves a day coming in.”
Bill MacPherson, RM of Silverwood
reeve, said he was fortunate to have a
herd small enough that he could shelter
all of his calves.
“The bulk of our calves are three weeks
to a month old, but we’re only 250 head,
we’re small enough we have places for
them,” said MacPherson.
“The reason larger producers calve now
is to get away from the cold weather because they’re calving in such big numbers
they can’t shelter them, but these producers need the sheer numbers to survive,
that’s why they’re calving right now because they just can’t afford to have all
these facilities for them.”
However, Moffatt points our that farmers whose herds calved in over the winter
were impacted by the storm as well.
“Some of those who calved early, a couple producers I’ve talked to, they had 15
head they had to doctor already with sickness so it’s affecting them too, not just the
guys calving now,” he said.
“The snow has come at a terrible time,
everyone knows that even the producers
know its moisture, even after what we’ve
been through, with the dry conditions last
year and the lack of feed, but it ’s a kick
to the gut. It could have been rain, that
would’ve been a lot better.”

Farmers hurt mentally
and financially
from loss of calves

Moffatt said it is mentally draining for
producers to dedicate countless hours to
their calves, only to lose them by the snow
conditions that arrive in spring.
“The workload that these producers do,
they gather these calves up to get them
dried up, so they need to be pulled from
their moms then they go back to their
moms afterwards,” he said.
“By the time they’re dried off, their
scent is gone and producers are trying to
match them up again. Between chores doing that, the mental stress on these people
is unbelievable.
“They’ve done whatever they could to
try and keep these calves alive and they
get hit with this (snowstorm), and now
we’re in for another one right afterwards.
´7KH ÀQDQFLDO ORVVHV DUH KDUG WR HVWLmate. Some of the calves are under the
snow, producers don’t even know (what’s
missing).”
A decade ago, Moffatt said he experienced a similar situation to what is happening now.
“This storm we had a warning of, which
I give credit to because I had a pile of time
to prepare this time. In 2011 I didn’t,” he
said.
“In 2011 our cows broke out of the pasture and came to the yard, we lost six out
of a small operation. We were out looking
the next day because we knew one of the
cows had given birth, she calved somewhere, we were looking and looking and
we never found that calf, until that storm
started to melt a day or two after.

RM OF SILVERWOOD REEVE
BILL MACPHERSON
“Ten feet from the house, my son’s big
trampoline was there and the calf was
under the trampoline, but the snow had
SLOHGLQDQGKHFRXOGQ·WJHWKLVÀUVWPLON
We lost him, we didn’t even know he was
there.”
MacPherson said after experiencing the
drought last summer and the snowstorm
this year, it has been a rough season for
producers.
“They fed these animals all winter, and
with the drought last summer, all the cattlemen scavenged every bit of feed and
straw we could get a hold of,” he said.
“For ourselves, we start feeding October 1, we never start feeding before November 1, but everything was and grazed
off, there was nothing growing past August.”
In addition to the poor weather conditions affecting farmers, Moffatt said the
prices and lack of grain in the country is
an added stress to producers.
“There’s hardly any feed grain in the
country now and what is there, the prices
are so high for the feed, for what we’re
getting for these animals, it’s almost a
backwards deal,” he said.
Unlike grain producers, there are limited insurance programs to help cattle
producers.
“The grain farmers with crop insurance
and everything, they can go to the bank
and the bank knows they’re guaranteed
a certain amount such as their input cost
at least. The cattle industry doesn’t have
that,” he said.
Moffatt said the best possible insurance
program that could exist for cattle farmers
would consist of “farmers knowing they
can get their total production cost back.”
“With the price of grains and land prices skyrocketing, it has forced a lot of these
pastures to be broken up and they’re out
of the rotation now,” Moffatt said.
“Everything’s getting depleted, the
grain cost has gone sky high which is allowing these lands to be bought, when the
calf prices have been the same for years.”
MacPherson also said throughout the
years everything in the farming industry
has increased in prices, except for cattle.
“When we did get a jump in cattle pricHV DQG DFWXDOO\ PDGH D SURÀW ZKHQ VHOOing them last fall, all of a sudden that $40
round bale was worth $65,” he said.
“Everyone jacked everything up on the
other side so we weren’t making anymore
money.”
He said cattle have not gone up in price
because retailers have been in control.
“We have not got control of the industry, the retail and packers have control,”
said MacPherson.
He was asked if there is a way to prevent losing calves, knowing there is a
chance of snow arriving during calving
season every year.
“You can always back your calving up,

RM OF MOOSOMIN REEVE
DAVID MOFFATT
you can bring your calving forward, but
there’s so little to be made in this industry.
Let’s say you back your calving up further
into the end of May to June, you’ve likely run out of grass at home. These cattle
go to pasture all over the place so you’re
feeding them, and the price of feeding
these animals right now is ridiculuous,
and there’s no feed to buy.”

Government support

The following Monday after the snowstorm hit town, Moffatt said the RM of
Moosomin had a meeting with local farm
producers and spoke about bringing back
the Provincial Disaster Assistance Pro-

gram (PDAP).
“I started getting calls from the producers in the area and they asked if there’s
anything the RMs can do to help us,” said
Moffatt.
“We called them and they started having some meetings and we heard they’re
going to do that program again.
“If we have another bad storm, they’ll
be two separate claims that people can apply for.”
PDAP helps residents, small businesses, agricultural operations, First Nations,
QRQSURÀW RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG FRPPXQLties recover from natural disasters.
Moffatt said producers can apply for
PDAP to help them recover from the loss
they took due to the snow storm.
“However farmers must meet the requirements of being in an “eligible assistance area.”
The RM of Moosomin has already declared itself an eligible assistance area.
“If a vet can verify that these calves
have gotten sick from the storms, then
you can apply for this coverage,” said
MacPherson.
MacPherson said PDAP will help farmHUV ÀQDQFLDOO\ EXW IXUWKHU DFWLRQ LV UHquired in order to help farmers who are
suffering mentally. “I can’t stress enough
the mental challenges these guys will be
facing this year,” he said.
MacPherson was asked why he chooses
to be in the cattle industry with all the
challenges. “There’s nothing like a great
week when you’re calving and see all
these calves running around playing, it’s
just the most wonderful thing you can
ever witness,” MacPherson said.
“I feel bad for everyone who lost calves.
It’s a feeling of accomplishment when
you have those beautiful new calves and
then all of a sudden this storm comes and
they’re dead. You hear the mamas calling
for their calves for the next two three days
and it just kills you.”
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Nufﬁeld Canada Scholarship applications are open
Applications for 2023
1XHOG &DQDGD $JULFXOWXUDO 6FKRODUVKLSV DUH QRZ
RSHQ DQG WKH GHDGOLQH WR
DSSO\LV-XQH
7KH 1XHOG 6FKRODUVKLS
LV D SUHVWLJLRXV UXUDO OHDGHUVKLS SURJUDP DYDLODEOH
WR &DQDGLDQ FLWL]HQV ZKR
DUH LQYROYHG LQ DQ\ DVSHFW
RIDJULFXOWXUH,WVJRDOLVWR
DWWUDFW PLGFDUHHU VFKRODUV ZLWK D SDVVLRQ IRU DJULFXOWXUH ZKR DUH UHDG\ WR
FKDOOHQJH WKHPVHOYHV LQ D
SURJUDPRIVHOIGLUHFWHGLQWHUQDWLRQDOWUDYHODQGVWXG\
7KH H[SHULHQFH UHVXOWV LQ
SHUVRQDO DQG SURIHVVLRQDO
EHQHÀWV ZKLOH DGGLQJ YDOXH WR &DQDGLDQ DJULFXOWXUH
DV VFKRODUV DVVXPH SRVLWLRQVRIJUHDWHULQÁXHQFHLQ
WKHLUÀHOG
7KLV  VFKRODUVKLS
SURYLGHV LQGLYLGXDOV ZLWK
D XQLTXH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR
DFFHVVWKHZRUOG·VPRVWH[WHQVLYHQHWZRUNLQIRRGDQG
IDUPLQJ DFKLHYH SHUVRQDO
GHYHORSPHQW WKURXJK WUDYHO DQG VWXG\ DQG GHOLYHU
ORQJWHUPEHQHÀWVWR&DQDGLDQ IDUPHUV DQG JURZHUV
DQG WR WKH LQGXVWU\ DV D
ZKROH
´1XHOG &DQDGD LV SDUW
RIDJOREDOQHWZRUNRI1XͿLHOG DOXPQL ZKR VXSSRUW
HDFK RWKHU LQ WKHLU WUDYHO
VWXGLHVWROHDUQPRUHDERXW
YDULRXV DVSHFWV RI DJULFXOWXUH´H[SODLQV%ODNH9LQFH
1XHOG&DQDGD&KDLUDQG
 6FKRODU ´7KLV XQLTXH
VFKRODUVKLSRSSRUWXQLW\GHYHORSVQHZLQÁXHQFHUVWKDW
JR RQ WR UHVKDSH RXU &DQDGLDQ DJULFXOWXUDO VHFWRU
ZLWKUHYLWDOL]HGLQQRYDWLRQ
JOREDO SHUVSHFWLYHV DQG

The 2022 Scholars for Nufﬁeld Canada are from left: Odette Menard (QC), Lauren Park (NS),
Ingrid Johnston (BC), Ken Coles (AB), Shawn Moan (SK), and Mark Phillips (PE). Nufﬁeld Scholars have 24 months to complete their travel study, write a report, and present to the Board. 2023
Scholar applications are open now through to June 30 at nufﬁeld.ca.
Theresa Whalen photo
OHDGHUVKLSµ
5HFLSLHQWVFDQFRPHIURP
DQ\ FDSDFLW\ RI SULPDU\
SURGXFWLRQ LQGXVWU\ RU
JRYHUQDQFH RI DJULFXOWXUH
DQG PXVW GR D PLQLPXP
RIZHHNVRIWUDYHOVWXG\
ZLWKLQ  PRQWKV WR H[DPLQHDQGUHVHDUFKDQDJULFXOWXUDOO\UHOHYDQWLVVXH7KH\
WKHQZULWHDUHSRUWRQWKHLU
VHOIGLUHFWHG UHVHDUFK ÀQGLQJV DQG PDNH D SUHVHQWD-

WLRQ DW 1XHOG &DQDGD·V
$QQXDO*HQHUDO0HHWLQJ
´7KH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR EHFRPH D SDUW RI D JOREDO
QHWZRUN RI OHDGHUV LQ DJULFXOWXUH DQG WKH FKDQFH WR
H[SORUH QHZ LGHDV DEURDG
FRPSHOOHG PH WR DSSO\ IRU
WKH 1XHOG VFKRODUVKLSµ
VDLG  &DQDGLDQ 1XͿLHOG 6FKRODU 5\DQ %R\G
IURP )RUUHVW 0DQLWRED
´7KH VFKRODUV WKDW , KDYH

PHW RYHU WKH \HDUV KDYH
EHHQ LPSUHVVLYH LQGLYLGXDOVDQGDOOFDQ·WVD\HQRXJK
SRVLWLYH WKLQJV DERXW WKHLU
1XHOGH[SHULHQFHµ
7KH  QDPHG VFKRODUVKLSVSRQVRUVDUH&DQDGLDQ
&DQROD *URZHUV $VVRFLDWLRQ $OEHUWD :KHDW &RPPLVVLRQ)DUP&UHGLW&DQDGDDQGWKH3(,'HSDUWPHQW
RI $JULFXOWXUH DQG /DQG
+RZHYHU QRW DOO VSRQVRU-

VKLSV DUH FURSUHODWHG DV
DGGLWLRQDOVSRQVRUVKLSVDUH
FRPLQJ RQOLQH DQG WKHUH
DUH DOVR VSRQVRUVKLSV E\
1XHOG &DQDGD $OXPQL
6FKRODUVKLSV DUH RSHQ WR
OLYHVWRFNDTXDFXOWXUHÀVKHULHV IRUHVWU\ RUJDQLF DQG
,QGLJHQRXV
SURGXFWLRQ
RU DQ\ RWKHU UHOHYDQW VHFWRU RI PRGHUQ DJULFXOWXUH
$Q\RQHLQWHUHVWHGLQOHDUQLQJ PRUH DERXW 1XHOG
&DQDGDDQGWKHDSSOLFDWLRQ
SURFHVV SOHDVH YLVLW ZZZ
QXHOGFD
1XHOG &DQDGD ZDV
HVWDEOLVKHG LQ &DQDGD LQ
 DQG LQFRUSRUDWHG DV D
QRQSURÀW RUJDQL]DWLRQ LQ
 ,W FXUUHQWO\ KDV PRUH
WKDQDOXPQL$VSDUWRI
D ODUJHU LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRPPXQLW\ 1XHOG &DQDGD
KDVDOLDWHRUJDQL]DWLRQVLQ
$UJHQWLQD$XVWUDOLD%UD]LO
&KLOH)UDQFH*HUPDQ\,UHODQG-DSDQ.HQ\D1HWKHUODQGV1HZ=HDODQG6RXWK
$IULFD 8QLWHG .LQJGRP
8QLWHG 6WDWHV RI $PHULFD
DQG =LPEDEZH 6FKRODU UHFLSLHQWV EHFRPH PHPEHUV
RIWKHJOREDO1XHOGDOXPQLQHWZRUNPRUHWKDQ
VWURQJ ZKR LQ UHWXUQ KRVW
DQG KHOS FXUUHQW WUDYHOLQJ
VFKRODUV
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#TIMETODIGDEEPER

Producing more potash
in Canada is better for
the world—and you.
Fewer emissions
More jobs
Billions of dollars for
our economy

Scan the QR Code with
your mobile phone to visit
the website

Yet, one-sided Canada
only extra costs are
making it increasingly
ÌðŨÆķăĴĴďÆďĉĨÐĴÐ
œðĴìďķīæăďÅăīðŒăĮȘ

It’s time to dig deeper.
Learn more at timetodigdeeper.com

