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Wheat & Barley Varieties!

Reserve your seed now 
to make planting a breeze!
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LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The last time we reached out to area farmers, the gener-
al consensus was they anticipated starting seeding by late 
April/early May. Well, that time has come, and it looks 
like those prognostications have come to fruition. 

“We’re thinking about starting up Monday, if it doesn’t 
rain. We’re getting ready right now,” said Gerald-area 
farmer, Kevin Hruska. “We don’t like to start until we can 

it spinning—it’s hard to get up to speed, so once we get 
there we want to stay there. But if it stays nice like this the 
rest of the week, you’ll see the anxious people going next 
week for sure!”

of, but certainly a rare occurrence. With one eye on the 
long-term forecast and the other on the rain gauge out on 
the fence line, the thought that there’s still plenty of op-
portunity for a spring storm to ruin those best-laid plans 
weighs heavy on all producers. 

“We don’t get to start in April very many times, maybe 
one in every seven or 10 years we maybe start in April,” 
Hruska remarked. “Those snows like we had a couple of 
weeks ago sometimes are two feet, and then that pushes 

you right into May. If we get a big downpour or snow this 
week, it will push us into May like normal. Usually we try 

the last Monday of April, and we would be a week early 
if that happens.”

Out Rocanville way, Rylar Hutchinson isn’t planning to 
be one of those early birds as conditions he’s seeing are 
just not conducive yet.

“Haven’t started in our area yet, haven’t seen anyone 
out,” he said, adding that night time lows are still below 
zero. “We had an inch rain fall a week ago now, so that’s 
pushed things back, but still early.”

As for the area around Moosomin, Trevor Green is con-

“I think lots of guys are thinking about it probably in 
the next seven to 10 days for sure,” he said. “Some guys 
are planting some peas really early, because it doesn’t 

think we’ll see some wheat and barley start going in, but 
right now, I would imagine it’s probably just peas that are 
going in if anything.”

However, one only needs to try pounding a fencepost 
in the ground to discover the frost line is still stubbornly 
hanging on in some areas.

“The soil temperatures may be there to start on some 
stuff, but how much are you going to miss when all these 
little potholes and whatnot are still full of water,” said 
Green, who’s planning on seeding green feed for his cat-
tle in about three weeks. “There’s still a bit of frost in the 
ground.

“We lost quite a bit in that wind and stuff we were hav-
ing, but we got a little snow since then and a few showers 
here and there, so I think we’re back up to not too bad.”

Above all, it’s still a gamble with nature, and Green 
recalls a drastic event in the recent past that popped up 
on his social media. Most folks will recall the nasty storm 
that hit this time of year back in 2022.

“We don’t need to see that ever again,” Green said. 
“There were guys that lost 50, 60, 100 calves, and then a 

some type of ad hoc disaster assistance program. That’s 
the thing with the livestock, there is no production insur-
ance.”

Crops Extension Specialist Meghan Rosso added that 
the early start is something taking place broadly across 
the province.

Continued on page B3

Seeding set to begin across southeast
A crop being seeded north of Moosomin in 2022.

Kevin Weedmark photo



 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, April 29, 2024B2

27:1:c

Products that perform,
Service to succeed!

2 miles north on Hwy #8   |   Moosomin, SK   |   info@rpmserviceltd.com

306-435-5800
www.rpmserviceltd.com

Certifi ed Truck and Trailer Safety
Inspection Station

Deteriorating farmland affordability 
presents challenges

BY ISAAC KWARTENG AND JUSTIN SHEPHERD, 
FCC SENIOR ECONOMISTS

Despite Canadian agriculture facing 
challenges in 2023 such as commodity 
prices declining, elevated input costs and 
interest rates, and severe weather events, 
farm cash receipts ultimately grew 3.6%, 
to a new record of $98.6 billion. With the 
availability of farmland for sale remaining 
tight, average farmland values increased 
11.5% in 2023, down from the 12.8% in 
2022.   

Farmland prices across Canada have 
experienced strong growth over the last 
decade (2014 – 2023), up 9.1% on average 
annually. Farmland value increases dif-
fered among regions, with eastern Can-
ada experiencing higher average annual 
growth rate of 9.9%, compared to Western 
Canada averaging 8.0%. Rising farmland 
values leads to discussion on affordability 
of newly purchased farmland. Affordabil-

of factors, including land prices, interest 
rates, farm income, urban population, and 
farmland supply.  

This post introduces and estimates a 
farmland affordability index. While im-
portant nuances exist across provinces, 
farmland affordability deteriorated to its 
worst level in 30 years at the end of 2023 
as farmland values and mortgage rates 
increased. We also explore reasons why 
land prices continued to appreciate in 
2023 amid a rising interest rate environ-
ment. 

Defining and measuring
farm affordability index  

The farmland affordability index (FAI) 
is a ratio of farmland purchase related 
costs (annual payments on newly pur-
chased farmland) to the income potential 
from the land. This ratio is indexed to 
2020 as the base year, to compare the de-
velopment before and after the pandemic. 
The higher the ratio, the less affordable it 
is to purchase farmland as a greater share 

of revenue is needed to service debt.  
Using the Bank of Canada’s housing af-

fordability index as a guide, we expressed 
FAI as follows:  

Assuming a land purchase with a down 
payment of 25% and a loan amortized 
over 25 years, the annual repayment 
(principal and interest) will be based on 
the mortgage interest rate and principal 
loan amount. The denominator i.e., re-
turns on each acre of land, is measured by 
using farm cash receipts divided by the 
number of seeded acres.  

Why is this index important? 
For most farm businesses, farmland is 

the most valuable revenue generating as-
set. Trends in farmland prices are a ma-

business growth over time. FCC’s new 
index can be used to track the develop-
ment of Canadian farmland affordability 
over time, and provide valuable insights 
into Canadian farmland prices, to ensure 
farming businesses can make informed 
business decisions on their farmland as-
sets and investments. 

Highlights of the index  
Farmland affordability reached its his-

rates hit 18% in addition to production 
and price challenges that impacted farm 
cash receipts. The general decline in inter-
est rates from the mid-1980’s to the early 
2000’s improved farmland affordability 
and kept it relatively steady. However, the 
surge in rates and strong appreciation of 
farmland values since 2020 have caused 
farmland affordability to deteriorate to its 
worst level since 1990 (Figure 1). 

Continued on Page B18 

Figure 1: Farm affordability in Canada the worst in over three decades

Figure 2: Farm affordability index in Western Canada
shows deterioration in recent years 
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What’s going in the ground

Seeding set to begin across southeast
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“If we work together, we can get all these steers butch-
ered,” is what I hear through the window knowing there’s 
no butchering happening in this backyard on this particu-
lar day. It is after all, a lovely spring day in northwest Re-
gina and my youngest grands (7 and 10) have been joined 
by their twin cousins and backyard play is all that’s hap-
pening today.

The steers are actually pine cones, fenced into their ap-
propriate pens—steers, pregnant cows, cows with calves 
on the ground and another one for the yearlings (all pine 
cones). The corral panels are scrap pieces of wood or brick 
stuck in the sand of the play area. There’s a grain bin, roof 

what appears to be shredded pine cones to replicate cattle 
feed. Upside down frisbees with water are the watering 
bowls for the animals to drink from and large holes in the 
sand that won’t actually hold real water are the dugouts 
on this particular ‘farm.’ 

Is it any wonder farm kids’ play is often mirroring 
what’s going on on their real-life farms, minus of course, 
the mass butchering of steers? While the twins live full 
time on a cattle/grain farm, the younger cousins live in 
the city but spend weekends at ‘the farm’ where their 
parents also cattle/grain farm. The city home though tells 
me the farm is very close to the hearts of this next genera-
tion of farmers as I can see a pretty good line of ‘tiny’ ma-
chinery along the back fence and way more ‘cattle’ than 
I could possibly count, thanks to the city evergreen trees 
along the edge of the property.

Is there anything that could stop these youngsters dead 
in their tracks of such deep ‘farm-play’ I wondered. Per-
haps ice cream or snacks. But no, that didn’t make a dent 
on their day until I heard my son say, “Anyone wanna go 
to Cabela’s?” And poof! Just like that, they were off. Who 

sure) had a bigger draw than the make-believe farmyard? 
True farmers in the making!!

Once the ‘farm’ grands headed for home, I am com-
mandeered by my ‘city’ grandson to assist him in some 
unknown project. “Do you know how to use video on 
your phone, Gramma?” is what he asks. “Yup, sure do,” I 
respond. “Okay,” he says, “just give me a few minutes to 
make myself a mustache.” I have no idea if this 10-year-
old is using a felt marker on his face or what he is plan-
ning to do. And I don’t ask. In just a few minutes he comes 
up to me with a black paper mustache taped on above his 
lips, telling me to go outside with him and be sure to have 

my phone with me. “Ahhhhhh,” I think to myself, “He is 
likely going to ‘become’ a farmer, a ‘grown up’ sporting a 
mustache, working out on his backyard ‘farm’.”

Alas, I am wrong. He gives me the cue and counts 1-2-3 
along with the thumbs up sign to begin recording. I hear 
this very deep voice resonate as he speaks into a mini 
hockey stick. “Back to world news,” comes the low voice, 

-
crophone. But whatever. Here to show you the world’s 
largest farming and butchering operation…” and on he 
goes, pointing out the various cattle pens, the area where 
the steers are shot and ‘the meat scraped off’ and where 
the new calves and their mommas are penned. A crudely-
built wooden house (think 8” high and 16” long perhaps) 
sits on a ‘hill’ of sand. It’s the farm home of none other 
than Hayden (his true self). He is acutely atuned to my, 
“Oops, I accidentally hit stop,” when I somehow stop re-
cording but gives me the 1-2-3 sign again to start up and 
continues in the deepest of voices, “Sorry about that folks, 
my camera-woman (that being me) blew it (he is shaking 
his head as he says this) but we are back on the air now to 
continue the tour …”

I have to wonder if his Grade 4 class is taking drama as 
an elective, but no, there are no electives and he isn’t tak-
ing any kind of acting classes. This amazing impromptu 
and improvised ‘acting’ is something his parents have 

abilities may be a little less than perfect (I somehow had 
a shot of my feet as I zeroed in on the ‘house on the hill’) 
I am guessing this young fellow’s ability to imagine and 
create and act are going to be pretty awesome! It was all 

I could do to keep from laughing as I continued in my 
assigned role of videographer, though the “camera-wom-
an” comment nearly did me in.

Meanwhile back on the ‘real’ farm, while I do some 
‘city’ babysitting, hubby is prepping for the seeding sea-
son, mostly on his back, checking the air drill over from 
his underneath vantage point, repairing, replacing and 
retorquing whatever it is that needs retorquing, if that 
even describes it at all. The twins, nearly 13, are, at times, 
Grandpa’s extra arm when he is trying to reach into tight 
spaces. And he appreciates the extra hand, let me tell you!

It’s been one of those springs that almost had the ap-
pearance of being early, at least as far as seeding goes, 
but every time we (meaning hubby) started prepping, it 
would either snow or rain or the wind and cold temps 
would make things miserable. It appears we are getting to 
the point where we can count on better days for outdoor 
machinery work and that means I need to switch gears 
from my better half taking care of the cooking to me tak-
ing it back on. Oh woe is me! 

This time of year also has me excited about a couple of 

open the camper and start stocking the fridge. Nothing 
speaks spring more to me than a move to the RV on the 
farm. Of course, we need the nighttime temps to be a tad 
warmer because there is also nothing more aggravating 
than listening to the camper furnace cut in in the middle 
of the night.

This time of year offers the greatest opportunities to 
get out on the ATV, especially with the grands, and watch 
as our part of the world greens up. There is something 
about being out in God’s wonderful creation that I just 
love (more so in the non-winter months lol). And so the 
time has come and I can’t wait to get to the creek via side-

we come! 
For right now though, or at least when I return home 

from the city tomorrow, it is spring seeding meal prepa-
ration time (aka freeze ahead meals) and though I hate 
spending time in the kitchen (any time of the year), I will 
do my part because I know our guys will be spending 
their spring days doing the heavy labour kind of things. 
So until next time, here’s hoping your spring is warm and 
wonderful and that each day out on the farm (or wher-
ever you may be) brings a smile to your face and joy to 
your heart!

Enjoying spring adventures with the ‘grands’

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS | RENTALS
1620 1st Street North
Brandon, MB

Phone: 204.808.8088
pennertrailers.ca

Over 300 New Trailers in Stock, including Car-Haulers, Flat Deck, Gooseneck, Utility,
Cargo, and Stock Trailers. As well as a large inventory of trailer parts and accessories.
We offer complete trailer services performed by qualifi ed technicians.  
Services include fi fth-wheel and Gooseneck installations, bumper hitch installations,
brake control installations, trailer repairs, modifi cations, welding repairs, and custom built axles.VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE

- HOURS -
Monday - Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm
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The Government of Sas-
katchewan is pleased to 
announce a $300,000 in-
vestment into Agricultural 
Manufacturers of Canada 
(AMC) to create a mobile, 
virtual-reality skills lab. 

The mobile skills lab will 
visit school campuses and 
community events across 
Saskatchewan to promote 
career opportunities with-
in the agricultural manu-
facturing industry. This 
investment will allow indi-
viduals to fully experience 
what an in-demand career 
in the industry looks like 
through the assistance of 
virtual reality.

“Agricultural manufac-
turers play an important 
role in driving our pro-
vincial economy and em-
ploy people in communi-
ties across Saskatchewan,” 
Immigration and Career 
Training Minister Jeremy 
Harrison said. “Saskatch-
ewan is a leader in inno-
vative agriculture and this 
investment ensures that 
agricultural equipment 
manufacturers will con-
tinue to attract the talent 
needed to support their 
growth.”

Saskatchewan’s agriculture 
manufacturing exports 
have increased by 129 per 
cent, from $364.2 million in 
2019, to an all-time high of 
$853 million in 2023.

“Our provincial agri-
culture manufacturers are 
some of the most com-
petitive and innovative 

anywhere,” Agriculture 
Minister David Marit said. 
“When dollars are spent in 
markets around the world 
on dry land agriculture 
equipment, the Saskatch-
ewan brand is in demand. 
This investment ensures 
people can connect with 
rewarding careers in the ag 

sector and keep our inter-
national reputation grow-
ing.” 

The mobile skills lab will 
travel across the province 
this summer and promote 
agricultural manufactur-
ing industry careers to 
students, parents, teachers 
and communities. In addi-
tion to growing the work-
force, the mobile skills lab 
will showcase professional 
development opportuni-
ties to those already work-
ing in the agricultural man-
ufacturing industry. 

“Our industry has seen 
exponential growth and 
the demand for talent is 
unprecedented,” AMC 
President Donna Boyd 

said. “A career in agricul-
ture offers the opportunity 
to be one of the most suc-
cessful industries in Can-
ada—one which protects 
the environment, ensures 
global food security and 
fuels the future of food 
through innovation. AMC 
is directly addressing the 
needs of our members and 
our industry through the 

Careers in Ag initiative 
and we are proud that the 
Government of Saskatch-
ewan supports the quest 
to attract and incentiv-
ize people into our sector 
through the investment in 
our Mobile Skills Lab.”

The Government of Sas-
katchewan works with 
partners like AMC to help 
address labour shortages 

and promote careers in 
growing industries. Target-
ed investments support the 
recently released Saskatch-
ewan Labour Market Strat-
egy, which outlines how 
the province is developing 
the workforce to meet em-
ployer demand and ensur-
ing Saskatchewan people 

growing economy.
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We will buy your  
cattle direct off farm

 One of the biggest licensed bonded order  
 buyers in Canada.

 Respected and trusted for 40 years
 Customers across Canada and the U.S.  

 giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all  
 qualities and classes of cattle

 Never charge selling fees, which means more  
 profit per head (up to $25/head over selling  
 at Auction)

 Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book  

them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:

 Jason: 306-435-7767         Matt: 306-728-1582 
 John: 306-434-7778 Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin  

on Hwy #1
Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)

+

Dale Cell: 306-435-9627

Rocanville, SK 
d.lonseth@sasktel.net

ALL 
BRANDS

• Offering premium
               cutting and wrapping

• Bulk order meat sales 
    (halves and wholes)

Andrew Dick
306-434-5993

skbearcreek@gmail.com
www.bearcreekmeats.caRocanville, SK

Saskatchewan boasts year of record exports in 2023
Today, the Government of Sas-

katchewan and the Saskatchewan 
Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) 
released the province’s annual State 
of Trade report. According to the re-
port, the total value of Saskatchewan 
exports to the world reached $49.3 
billion in 2023. Saskatchewan goods 
reached 163 countries, with 32 of 
those countries receiving over $100 
million in provincial exports.

Saskatchewan broke multiple ex-
port records for 2023. Total agri-food 
exports reached over $20.2 billion, 
surpassing one of the goals of the 
Saskatchewan Growth Plan, and ag-
ricultural equipment exports reached 
nearly $835 million, representing re-
cord investments in both categories. 
Exports to Latin American countries 
reached a record $5.4 billion. The 

per capita exports, at over double the 
national average, totaling $40,425, 
while the Canadian average was 
$18,925.

“Another record-breaking year of 
exports further demonstrates that Sas-
katchewan is open for business and con-
tinues to be a reliable, sustainable sup-
plier of products that the world needs,” 

Trade and Export Development Minister 
Jeremy Harrison said. “Today’s report is 
a testament to the incredible work being 
done by our exporters, producers and in-
dustry leaders. The continuous work of 

to showcase Saskatchewan’s story abroad 
is clearly having an impact on interna-
tional markets. As the province with the 
largest per capita exports in the nation, 

and double the national average, 
this export growth is leading to the 
creation of new jobs and opportuni-
ties in communities across Saskatch-
ewan.”

“Total exports in 2023 reached 
$49.3 billion, our second-best year 
on record,” STEP CEO Chris Dekker 
said. “It takes solid management, 
strategic marketing, and nerves of 
steel to be successful in international 
markets dominated by global uncer-
tainty.”

According to the report, volumes 
of most major exports increased from 
2022 levels. The top export products 
for the province include crude petro-
leum oil, potash, wheat, canola seeds 
and oil, lentils, uranium, dried peas 
and barley. Saskatchewan’s interna-
tional agri-food exports were led by 
record exports of wheat and canola 
oil. 

STEP is a membership driven, 
government/industry partnership, 
designed to promote the growth of 
Saskatchewan’s export industry. For 

more information, read the Saskatchewan 
State of Trade Report 2023. 

For more information on opportunities 
in Saskatchewan, visit: investSK.ca.

Saskatchewan goods reached over 160 countries in 2023

Province invests in agricultural
equipment manufacturing mobile skills lab
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“Let Our Family 
Help Your Family”

24 Hour Service   •  1004 North Front St.  •  Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2949

SPRING SPRING 
IS HERE!IS HERE!

Before You Hit The Before You Hit The 
Road or The Field Road or The Field 

Come and See Us For Come and See Us For 
All Your Tire Needs.All Your Tire Needs.

  
 

Formerly 
known as

ALL YOUR FARMING/RANCHING
WORK WEAR NEEDS! 

508 Ellice St.  |  Moosomin, SK
306-435-6902

Follow us on Facebook

BUSINESS HOURS
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

• • Wrangler & Berne Work Wear & Clothing for Men, Women  & ChildrenWrangler & Berne Work Wear & Clothing for Men, Women  & Children
• • STS Ranch WearSTS Ranch Wear
• • Dog Food & AccessoriesDog Food & Accessories
• • Dog GroomingDog Grooming
• • Basic TackBasic Tack
• • Hooey Products coming soon!Hooey Products coming soon!

Algeria, Indonesia and Morocco, three 
of Saskatchewan’s key international mar-

-

-
ternational markets like Algeria, Indone-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

Key international export 
markets see significant 

agri-food volume increase

Farmland rental rates keeping pace with 
farmland value appreciation: FCC analysis

-
tween farmland rental 

Canada according to a new 
analysis from Farm Credit 

The farmland rental rate 

from data sets on cash 
rental rates and the Farm-

-

-

ratio indicates that rental 
rates are increasing faster 

The national rent-to-

-
-

-
-
-

rental rates, maintaining 
-

“There are challenges 

land amid increasing land 

-
as a strategic way for new 

-

rental rates and farmland 
-

“In regions where farm-

rental rates, renting land 
-

-

-

their long-term strategic 
-

Table 1: 2023 Rent-to-price ratio by province, with minimum and maximum range, including 
2022 data

To book an ad in Ag News call 306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net
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Bourgault and Vaderstad
Seeding Equipment

Spring is 
Coming!

See us for your 
Traeger Smokers, 
Pellets, Sauces &

Accessories!

See us for all your

SPRING SEEDING
Parts & Service

BY KRISTEN MCEWEN
What if there was plastic-like ma-

terial that could absorb excess nu-
trients from water and be used as a 
fertilizer when it decomposes?

That product—a “bioplastic” 
material—has been created by Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan (USask) 
chemistry professor Dr. Lee Wilson 
(PhD’98) and his research team de-
tailed in a paper recently published 
in the Royal Society of Chemistry 
Sustainability Journal. The research 
team includes PhD candidate Ber-
nd G. K. Steiger, BSc student Nam 
Bui and postdoctoral fellow trainee 
Bolanle M. Babalola.

“We’ve made a bioplastic mate-
rial that functions as an absorbent 
and it takes phosphate out of water, 
where elevated levels of phosphate 
in surface water is a huge global 
water security issue,” he said. “You 
can harvest those pellets and dis-
tribute them as an agricultural fer-
tilizer.”

Wilson, a member of the Global 
Institute for Water Security (GIWS), 
and his research laboratory team, 
focus on developing forms of 
“bioplastic”—a material that looks 
like plastic but is made of biological 
materials (or biomaterials) that are 
designed to decompose.

Like plastic, bioplastics can be used in many ways, from 
packing materials such as bioplastic boxes or plastic bags 
designed for containing food.

This bioplastic material is a biocomposite pellet that 
contains a marine polysaccharide (chitosan), eggshells, 
and wheat straw. The pellet is its own “closed loop” ma-
terial that absorbs phosphate from water sources and is 
then used as a fertilizer source for agricultural applica-
tions.

Phosphate is an essential nutrient commonly used in 
fertilizers for agriculture. As a key chemical in growing 
food around the world, an excess of phosphate in water 
sources can lead to increased growth of aquatic plants, 
such as blue green algae. Blue green algae can release tox-

ins, which are harmful to humans and animals.
Phosphate is also a non-renewable resource and ob-

tained through phosphate rock mining. Phosphate miner-
als have a limited supply can be depleted when it leaches 
from the ground to surrounding water sources.

This closed loop system is an alternative solution to 
mining phosphate and instead using the nutrient al-
ready present in water sources. It is also an alternative to 
products that use plastic coatings to deliver fertilizer to 
agricultural land, eventually becoming microplastic pol-
lution.

Microplastics are an increasingly growing concern in 
the world—its long-term impact on humans, animals and 
the environment are not yet completely known.

“When these (plastics) break down in the environment, 

they will actually form microplas-
tics,” he said. “Microplastics are 
one micron level and below in their 
physical size. They have plasticiz-
ers in them and other chemicals 
that can contaminate water.”

The chemicals that are added 
to make the plastic soft are what 
make the material toxic, Wilson ex-

the plastic is, the more components 
have likely been added.

The plastic used for water bottles, 
pleather (plastic leather), or candy 
containers, are made of polypro-
pylene, or polyethylene—strong 
materials with additive chemicals 
that can leach out of the product 

through it, he explained.
“Within the last decade, as plastic 

breaks down into small particles, 
it can get into food, and penetrate 
into cells,” Wilson said. Microplas-
tics can get into the ocean, into 
groundwater, into plants which are 
harvested and processed into food.

“If you placed a plastic marga-
rine container into your backyard 
and bury it, it might be there for 
50 years or more until it starts to 
crumble apart. But it’s those small 
particles that are harmful to human 
health.”

“With bioplastics, you can avoid all of that and you ba-
sically get something that breaks down into its original 
components or can be more readily composted or degrad-
ed through natural processes,” he added.

Wilson added that reducing synthetic materials and 
plastics in the environment would also make an impact. 
For example, if the plastic was made of 90 per cent bio-
plastic and 10 per cent synthetic, it would reduce the 
overall load in the environment and possibly allow the 
plastic to break down more readily.

“One of the issues with microplastics is there’s a lot of 
technology available to remove plastic from the ocean, 
but it’s the willingness and the political will (preventing 
it) but the science and technology is already there.”

USask researchers develop eggshell ‘bioplastic’
pellet as sustainable alternative to plastic

USask-designed pellet is a ‘closed loop’ system that absorbs key agricultural nutrient

USask researcher and chemistry professor Dr. Lee Wilson (PhD’98), left, and PhD 
candidate Bernd Steiger hold bioplastic pellets designed to absorb contaminants in 
water.
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Universe  
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK 

306.645.2669 
www.universesatellite.com

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision 
Farming Displays

Autosteer 
Systems

Application
Control Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

SUPPORT SUPPORT
PLANSPLANS

Includes phone support for the year (during and af-
ter-business hours), on-farm calls throughout the 
growing season, pre-season calibrations/software 
upgrades, operator training and in-field tuning of ma-
chinery and technology functions

Two ways to make the most of the
Capital Cost Allowance program

BY LANCE STOCKBRUGGER, CPA, FCC
The end is near for two tempo-

rary changes to the federal Capital 

personal tax returns for 2023 and 
2024, it’s worth considering one 
last time how these enhancements 
can be used on your farms.

The temporary changes enacted 
in 2018 are the Accelerated Invest-
ment Incentive and the Immediate 
Expensing of Capital Expenditures. 
They were enacted to incentivize 
business owners, including farm-
ers, to invest capital in their busi-
nesses and, therefore, stimulate the 
economy. The programs change 
how the CCA can be claimed on 
personal income tax returns in the 

of capital assets.
Use of both programs is optional, 

returns that include capital expen-
ditures in 2023 and 2024, here are 
some details and considerations to 
keep in mind:

Accelerated Investment
Incentive (AII)

• This deduction removes the half-year rule and allows 
for a deduction equal to one-and-a-half times the normal 
rate. This triples the normal deduction you would get 
when applying the half-year rule.

end with the exclusion of some manufacturing and pro-
cessing classes (54, 55 and 56) and clean energy invest-
ment classes (43.1, 43.2 and 53), which end up qualifying 
for full expensing in the year the investment is made.

• You can still qualify for this incentive if you purchase 
the property after 2023 but before 2028. However, it’s re-
duced from three times the normal rate to only two times, 
removing the half-year rule.

Immediate expensing
of Capital Expenditures

• In 2021, the government provided further increased 
deductions for capital expenditures, allowing for the full 
deduction in the year it was available. The total deduction 
allowed per related taxpayer group of small- to medium-
sized Canadian businesses is $1.5 million of eligible ex-
penditures.

• Most classes of assets will qualify, with the exclusion 
of buildings (Classes 1 to 6), non-deductible purchases 
(Class 14.1), roads and parking lots (Class 17) and petro-
leum pipeline assets (Class 47, 49 and 51). There are also 
exclusions for assets previously held by a related party or 

subject to a Section 85 rollover.
• Canadian Controlled Private 

Corporations (CCPCs) can expense 

April 18, 2021, to Dec. 31, 2023, 
meaning CCPCs can no longer 

their 2023 tax return.
• For taxpayers who are individ-

uals or partnerships made up sole-
ly of non-incorporated individuals, 
the qualifying period is from Jan. 1, 
2022, to Dec. 31, 2024. This means 
that non-incorporated businesses 
have another year to make capital 
expenditures and fully expense 
them on their 2024 tax return.

Think ahead
As with all tax incentives, it is 

important to consider how these 
deductions may impact the opera-
tion’s taxable income and tax plan-
ning.

Both AII and Immediate expens-
ing of Capital Expenditures mea-

sures doesn’t change the total amount that can be deduct-
ed as CCA from the purchase of an asset. Instead, they 
accelerate the deductions earlier in the ownership cycle 
of the property and, in turn, reduce the UCC balance for 
future years.

Claiming these deductions will result in lower CCA 
claims in later years, so pay attention to future tax plan-
ning with the reduced UCC balances.

Also, consider recaptured Capital Costs Allowance if 
your business is winding down operations and the sale of 
assets. Claiming the deductions early may result in more 
taxable income at higher tax bracket rates later.
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The Government of 
Saskatchewan is support-
ing veterinary programs 
at the University of Sas-
katchewan (USask) by 
providing $13.2 million to 
the Western College of Vet-
erinary Medicine (WCVM) 
in 2024-25—an increase of 
$667,000.

The provincial govern-
ment’s commitment to vet-
erinary education, research 
and clinical service was 

ing an announcement at 
the regional veterinary col-
lege on the USask campus. 

The funding will sup-
port high-quality veteri-
nary medicine education 
in the province as well as 
the government’s com-
mitment to continue to 
support 25 seats for Sas-
katchewan students in the 
college’s Doctor of Veteri-
nary Medicine (DVM) pro-
gram. 

are designated for students 
who have background 
and experience in agricul-
ture and plan to eventu-
ally work in rural or mixed 
animal practice following 
graduation. This designa-
tion will encourage more 
WCVM graduates to con-
sider careers supporting 
Saskatchewan’s diverse 
livestock industry, which is 
driven by cattle and swine 
production. The province 
has the second-largest beef 
cattle herd in Canada, ex-
porting $207 million worth 
of live cattle in 2023.

The provincial govern-
ment’s investment in-

crease comes at a time of 
immense pressure on the 
veterinary community. 
Several factors—includ-

ing a rapid increase in pet 
ownership, a rise in veteri-
nary professionals reach-
ing retirement age, and a 

limited number of gradu-
ates each year—have led to 
a shortage of veterinarians 
and registered veterinary 

technologists (RVTs) across 
Canada. The shortage is 
especially apparent in ru-
ral communities where 

veterinary clinics provide 
essential services for live-
stock producers and the 
agriculture industry.

Government of Saskatchewan
invests in veterinary programs at USask

From left are, Western Canadian Veterinary Students’ Association president-elect Garret Beatch, Agriculture Minis-
ter David Marit, WCVM Dean Dr. Gillian Muir, Advanced Education Minister Gordon Wyant, University of Saskatchewan 
President Peter Stoicheff and Provost Dr. Airini.

Photo by Christina Weese
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B U I LT  O N  FA R M E R
Relationships.

We Purchase:

Oats • Flax • Barley
Wheat • Other Grains

Grain Millers is a privately held, family-owned company. 
We depend on direct farmer relationships and offer 
farm gate pricing and contracted grower production. Our 
Crop Science Team is here to help you with any agronomy 
questions you may have so you can get the best return on your 
production.

When you sell to Grain Millers, your grain is going directly into 
some of the most technologically advanced mills in the world!

grainmillers.com | 800.328.5188

OATS/F E ED  GRA INS :  306 .786 .4682
F LAX :  306 .933 .4644
OTHER  GRA INS :  952 .983 .1269

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm  A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag

Now offering: 

CUSTOM SEEDINGCUSTOM SEEDING
& CORN PLANTING& CORN PLANTING
ALSO AVAILABLE:
• Custom Spraying
• Custom Haying
• Custom Swathing
• Custom Combining
• Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plus more! Plus more! Please inquire!Please inquire!

SPRING WHEAT: 
AAC Brandon, AAC Alida VB, AAC Leroy VB, 
AAC Starbuck VB
WINTER WHEAT: AAC Wildfire, AAC 
Overdrive
FLAX: CDC Rowland
PEAS: CDC Forest, CDC Tollefson
LENTILS: CDC Simmie CL
CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS:
(Non GMO, not glyphosate tolerant)
OAC Prudence

Dealer for Brett Young Seeds &
Cover Crops Canada

bigdog.farm@sasktel.net

306.483.2963

BIG DOG SEEDS INC. 
OXBOW, SK

Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St.

Moosomin, SK

BY KEITH GABERT
When we asked canola farmers 

what the greatest economic risk to 
their canola production was, they 

that require multiple in-season foliar 
sprays are often the result of a slow-

Target 5-8 plants
per square foot 

square foot usually face minimal 

population at the high end of that 
range will mean more plants for a 

uation more likely to keep leaf area 

Seed shallow
into warm, moist soil

later seeding date may reduce the 

agronomy decisions, delayed seed-
ing comes with trade offs: it may re-

are dry, seeding down into moisture 

often results in poor emergence and 

any delays, seed treatment protec-
tion may not last through the at-risk 

Use safe rates
of seed-placed fertilizer

phosphorus in the seed row and no 

fertilizer add more stress, slow the 

ment tips, how to make the spray 

spray results, check out these Canola 

weekly Canola Watch e-newsletter, 
answering the top canola agronomy 

*Canola Council of Canada 2022 sur-
vey results 

Keith Gabert is an agronomy special-
ist with the Canola Council of Canada. 
Email gabertk@canolacouncil.org

Stand up to fl ea beetles

Farm Credit Canada is now accepting applications 

nity gardens and other agriculture and food-related 

ployees are committed to the long-standing success of 

FCC AgriSpirit Fund open for applications
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BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

306-435-1717  
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TOWING & REPAIRS Your local 
Kubota 
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BY LYNE MICHAUD, É.A., SENIOR ANALYST, VALUATIONS
AND JUSTIN SHEPHERD, SENIOR ECONOMIST, ECONOMICS

The FCC Farmland values report reported farmland 
value increases for 2023 which raised land affordability 
challenges for farm operations. Generally, the cost to rent 

-

-

values do not immediately impact the operations bottom 
line.

Rent to Price ratio analysis 

used in the agriculture sector; this analysis focuses on 
cash rental agreements.

The national RP ratio in 2023 was 2.52%, a slight de-
crease from 2022 (Table 1). No rates are published for Brit-
ish Columbia this year as data in multiple regions were 

ratio.
The largest increase in farmland values in 2023 were in 

rising at a similar pace overall in those provinces the RP 
ratio remained stable.   

In 2022, Ontario saw the highest increase in farmland 
values with an average 19.4% increase, with a more mod-

this year this indicates that cash rental rates agreements 
have not evolved at the same pace as farmland values. 

Similar results were observed in Atlantic provinces 
with the rate of increase in rental agreements being lower 
than the rate of farmland value appreciation in both New 

experienced higher than average increases in farmland 
values in 2022.  

agreements are often negotiated for longer periods, which 
encourages better land stewardship. It is also important 

-
ince’s cash rental rates and farmland values; so only the 
weighted provincial and national average is disclosed 
here. The high-end RP ratio is usually seen on farmland 
with the lowest value per acre in the province. Specialty 

prices than other crops.  
Renting farmland can complement land purchases and 

Rent versus purchase decision 
Renting may be part of the business strategic plan 

and grow their operation. Buying land can tie up avail-

options for machinery, input needs or future expansion 
opportunities.  

-
ers as this is tied to the ability to service debt and main-
taining agility for capitalizing on opportunities. The dif-

the cost of renting land from a newly purchased land cost, 
assuming a 25% downpayment and 25-year amortization 
length (Figures 1 and 2).  

Since 2021, the three prairie provinces have seen an in-

purchasing. In 2023 in Alberta, rented ground returned 
$160 per acre more than newly purchased land. The same 

-

over owned as well but with smaller results.

compared to newly purchased land. Ontario’s rent ad-
vantage was 2.5 times higher in 2023 compared to 2020, 

-
ers need to understand their cost of production before 
entering into a new land 
rental agreement to ensure 
it meets the needs of their 
operation. 

Note this analysis uses 
the province wide rent to 
price ratio, which means 

-
-

gions.  

What to expect for farmland
rental rates going forward 

-
eration depends on many factors. Ownership vs. renting 
remains a decision that must meet the business’s strategic 

tenants committed to the land’s long-term health. Sound 

landowners are required for successful long-term part-
nerships.

2023 farmland rental rates largely unchanged,
yet cash flow advantage from renting grew

Table 1: 2023 Rent to price ratio by province, 
with minimum and maximum range by province, in-
cluding 2022 Rent to price ratio.

Figure 1: Per acre difference in profitability for 
renting vs newly purchased land in the Prairies 

Figure 2: Per acre difference in profitability for 
renting vs newly purchased land in Ontario and 
Quebec 

Ag News
Reach thousands of readers in local 

communities with our monthly

Agriculture
Supplement

Call 306-435-2445 to book your ad!
world_spectator@sasktel.net

View past issues at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news
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Are you aAre you a
PrudentPrudent  
Student?Student?

SAVE on fees with the 
NEWNEW  Prudent Student Account
Available for members between 6 - 25 years old and 
enrolled in school or post-secondary education.
Visit sunrisecu.mb.ca for more details.

BY JOANNE PAULSON
Every time you unwrap a grocery store 

steak to throw on the barbecue, you are 
also throwing a piece of unrecyclable, un-
degradable plastic into the garbage bin.

From there, that bit of petroleum-based 

-
water resources.

There is a better way, and Dr. Michael 
Nickerson (PhD) is working on it.

Microplastics are entering oceans. It has 
a huge impact,” said Nickerson, the Sas-
katchewan Agriculture and Food Research 
Chair in Protein Quality and Utilization in 
the Department of Food and Bioproduct 
Sciences in the College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources at the University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask). 

“There’s a huge commitment from Can-
ada in terms of enhancing environmental 
sustainability. There’s a big push into bio-
materials and away from petroleum-based 
plastics. There’s a big demand on natural 
resources to produce them and also dis-
pose of them. Organic materials can de-
grade quickly under the right conditions.”

value-added crop ingredient uses for food, 
feed and biomaterial applications.

Nickerson is presently focused on food-

crop proteins.
“We’re trying to target a certain applica-

tion for meat. We’re trying to replace the 
synthetic packaging that wraps around 
your meat—the plastic wrap—and replace 
it with this protein-based one that is more 
of an active packaging,” he said.

Nickerson and his team are also incor-
porating antimicrobial agents, such as es-
sential oils, which are approved for food 
use.

“The idea is that we can control these ac-
tive ingredients over time. We can not only 
protect the food but extend the shelf-life of 
these meat products.”

One thing leads to another
A related innovation Nickerson is work-

ing on with colleague Dr. Supratim Ghosh 
(PhD) is using nanoscience to include oil 

droplets that manage the diffusion of anti-

By changing the microstructure of the 

and different shelf-life. We have a couple 
of students working on it now and doing 

type of packaging.”
Meanwhile, Nickerson and his team are 

-
sults” branching off from the main project.

One of these is a formulation of the pro-

could lead to oral delivery systems of vi-
tamins or oil-soluble nutraceuticals, for 

example.
“Sometimes in science you come up with 

one thing and it opens up more doors,” he 
said. “We’re starting to see other opportu-
nities emerging from the science from this 
project.”

The course of new science always pres-
ents challenges, and one in this project is 
managing the colour pigments natural to 

The other looming challenge will be 

willing companies to mass produce the 

At the end of the three-year project, it 

will be time to seek additional funding 
and attract industrial partners to the proj-
ect.

“We’re at the bench-top level and we 
have to change the way we process this 
to make it high throughput, which means 
extrusion and other technologies. We also 

deal with that,” Nickerson said.
“But we want to show proof of concept 

and then approach some companies to 
help manufacture. How can we adjust this 
prototype and what are the challenges?”

Continued on page B15

Wrapping it up sustainably
USask researchers investigate pulse proteins to replace petroleum in packaging

Food and Bioproduct Sciences graduate student Madeline Warburton tests the flexibility of a food-based 
film developed by USask researchers.
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SOIL
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Reduce soil compaction
Enhance germination, 

vigour and early growth
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Build A Better Crop
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FARMING – FAMILY’S HERITAGE AND FUTURE.
As the busy spring season begins be diligent and stay safe!

Big Game Draw
 2024 opens May 1

Starting May 1, Saskatch-
ewan residents who want 
to hunt elk, moose, prong-
horn or mule deer within 
the province can apply for 
the annual Big Game Draw.

“The opening day of the 
Big Game Draw is an ex-
citing time for hunters,” 
Environment Minister 
Christine Tell said. “The 
Big Game Draw offers Sas-
katchewan hunters a fair 
opportunity to access the 
world-class hunting in our 
province. Good luck to all 
applicants!”

Applications must be 
submitted online via the 
Saskatchewan Hunting, 
Angling and Trapping Li-
cense (HAL) system by 4:00 
p.m. on May 30. To guaran-
tee a seamless application 
process, hunters can use 

cation tool and have early 
access to their HAL ac-

counts. Applications sub-
mitted after the deadline 
will not be accepted.

“We encourage hunters 
to submit their draw appli-
cations as soon as possible 
to avoid missing dead-
lines,” Tell said. “Waiting 

sult in unnecessary delays 
or even missing the oppor-
tunity to apply.”

Before applying, care-
fully review the 2024 Big 
Game Draw Supplement 
for more information and 
quotas for draw species. 
The supplement and other 
information can be found 
at saskatchewan.ca/hunt-
ing. 

For more information 
about the draw, pool status 
and how to apply, hunt-
ers can visit the new ‘Fre-
quently Asked Questions’ 
page at Big Game Draw 
FAQs.

Draw results will be ac-
cessible through HAL ac-
counts starting in June, 
with the exception of 
pronghorn, which will be 
available in mid-July. Al-
though candidates for the 
Big Game Draw will re-
ceive an email informing 
them of their draw results, 
it is ultimately hunters’ re-
sponsibility to verify their 
results online.

Successful applicants can 
purchase licenses through 
their HAL accounts begin-
ning August 1. For infor-
mation on HAL accounts or 
assistance with completing 
a draw application, please 
visit: saskatchewanhal.ca 
or call 1-888-773-8450.

For questions about 
hunting in Saskatchewan, 
contact the Ministry of En-
vironment’s Inquiry Centre 
at 1-800-567-4224 or centre.
inquiry@gov.sk.ca.

The 2024 Big Game Draw opens May 1.
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Dawn Nagy, CAIB

Continued from page B13

Pulse market worth growing
The raw materials for Nickerson’s work are on the 

ground in Saskatchewan.
The province is a leading producer and exporter of 

pulses, predominantly lentils and peas, but this project 
may lead to increased planting of an up-and-coming Sas-
katchewan crop.

offers farmers an option for rotation.
It also has higher protein levels than pea. Yellow pea, 

for example, contains 23 per cent protein, while faba bean 
has 31 per cent.

“That’s important, because when you dry process it, 
you can create ingredients with higher protein levels 
which means more money,” Nickerson said.

Indeed, part of the reason he is choosing certain crops 
is to enhance the diversity of ingredients produced in Sas-
katchewan.

There has been recent “tremendous investment” in the 
dry processing industry, he added, while the provincial 
government has said in its growth plan that it hopes to 
see 50 per cent of pulses processed here by 2030.

“Our goal isn’t just to make the product,” Nickerson 

There’s a number of companies in Saskatchewan that are 
processing faba beans, and the industry in the food sector 
are asking for this. They want the faba bean ingredients.”

will come through.
“Even though there are environmental impacts of 

droughts and disease, there’s always going to be crops,” 
he said.

“There’s a huge amount of innovation at the Crop De-
velopment Centre here at the university ... and at insti-
tutes around the world, to address changes in climate and 
impacts on crop quality. There is a strong commitment to 
resilience, adaptation, and sustainability.

“I think the crop supply will always be there.”
This project is funded by Saskatchewan’s Agriculture Devel-

opment Fund.
Dr. Michael Nickerson (PhD)

Wrapping it up sustainably

working to advance more than 60 key wa-
ter infrastructure projects in 2024-25, with 
a focus on ensuring our infrastructure sup-
ports a sustainable, adaptable and reliable 
water supply for Saskatchewan. 

“Water infrastructure is a major prior-
ity for our government, as it supports and 
provides water for domestic, industrial, 
recreational and agricultural purposes,” 
Minister Responsible for the Water Secu-
rity Agency David Marit said. “Our water 
management structures are vital to help 
us meet increasing water demands for a 
growing province.”

year, nearly $17 million is being invested 
in six major projects, including:

• Craven Dam: Fishway bulkheads and 
lifting system 

• Buffalo Pound Dam: Emergency spill-
way upgrades

• Gardiner Dam: Public safety and op-

• Moosomin Dam: Spillway Upgrades
There are numerous other dam infra-

structure projects planned throughout 
many regions of the province, including 
areas around Cumberland House, Mead-

boldt-Watrous, Fort Qu’Appelle, Craven, 
Regina, Saskatoon and Estevan that have 
started or are in the preliminary planning 
stage.   

“These projects will be critical to ensure 
we can maintain resilient infrastructure 
that protects our communities and allows 

droughts,” Marit said.
“SUMA and the cities, towns, villages, 

resort villages and northern municipali-
ties that we represent, appreciate WSA’s 
investment in upgrading water infra-
structure,” SUMA President Randy Goul-

den said. “These structures are crucial to 
ensuring that our communities can enjoy 
a sustainable supply of water, especially 
during times of drought.” 

Since 2007, WSA has invested more than 
$280 million in the maintenance, upgrad-
ing and rehabilitation of water manage-
ment structures across Saskatchewan. 
WSA owns and operates 72 dams and 
control structures, as well as a network of 
canals and conveyance channels across the 
province.

For more information on WSA and to 
learn more about our dams and reservoirs, 
please visit: wsask.ca.

Water Security Agency investing
in key water infrastructure projects

Ag NewsAg News
Reach thousands of readers in local communities with our monthly 
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news from around the region each 
week with a subscription to the 

World-Spectator!

_____  $55.00 for one year (delivered through Canada Post)
_____  $95.00 for two years (delivered through Canada Post)
_____ $125.00 for three years (delivered through Canada Post)
_____  $185.00 for five years (delivered through Canada Post)

Clip and mail the form below, or give 
us a call at 306-435-2445 or 

e-transfer to 
accounts@world-spectator.com

to subscribe!

Payment Enclosed ____ 
Please charge my VISA ____  Mastercard ____ AMEX ____

Name ___________________________________________

Address 

M M Y Y

 ___________________________________________
Signature

Box 250, Moosomin, Sask. S0G 3N0

HERE’S 
YOUR 
SIGN

Custom Printed Signs
designed by your LOCAL printer

306.435.2445   |   world_spectator@sasktel.net   |   www.world-spectator.com

JIMMY DEAN 
SANDWICH . . . . .

$299

TORNADO 
OR 2/$600  . . . . . .

$349

TORNADO 
TUESDAY . . . . . . .

$550
2 FOR

HOT DOG . . . . . . .
$399

FARMER 
SAUSAGE  . . . . . .

$399

CARS   |   TRUCKS   |   ENGINES   |   TRANSMISSIONS   |   HORSE TRAILERS 

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT   |   AIR CONDITIONING 

SCANS   |   WHEEL ALIGNMENTS   |   BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

Find us on Facebook!

CONCRETE & SKIDSTEER SERVICES

306-421-0001

Rocanville  
Recreation  

Centre
306-645-2164
www.rocanville.ca

PPEOPLEEE’S CHOOOICEEPEOPLE’S CHOICEPEOPLE’S CHOICEPEOPLE’S CHOICEPEOPLE’S CHOICE
presented by

DATE:
December 2, 2022_______________________

PAY TO THE
ORDER OF _____________________________________

AMOUNT __________________________________
STOCK EXCHANGE PEOPLE’S CHOICE BRIDGEWAY LIVESTOCK

KARL & KRISTINE SAUTER

$

ALUMINUM SIGNS
Great for long-term use outdoors

COROPLAST SIGNS
Perfect for indoor use

Dry-erase finish available

STYRENE PLASTIC SIGNS
Ideal for hockey rink signage and other 
applications where you need your sign 

to be dent resistant yet flexible

PLUS MANY OTHER MATERIAL OPTIONS
Canvas  |  Hard Plastic  |  Decals & Stickers  |  Magnets

Precision agriculture can help a produc-

-
ter and fertilizer.

Manage water precisely

-
-

put cost,” says Herman Simons, manager 
of smart agriculture applied research at 
Olds College of Agriculture and Technol-
ogy.

-
sons, says Steve Shirtliffe, a professor in 

-
ment of Plant Sciences.

-
trate in the soil as nitrous oxide (N2O), 

to greenhouse gas emissions, Shirtliffe 
says.

Know your marginal growing areas

areas that emit N2O emissions and iden-
tifying them and taking them out of pro-

as turn the area into one that no longer 

Shirtliffe says. There are also advantages 
-

ity in dry years.
For other at-risk areas, it’s important to 

manage nitrogen fertilizer application to 
-

duce N2O emissions.

-

and reduce environmental impacts,” 
Shirtliffe says.

Optimize your unique operation

though, is individual to your farm and 
-

and across the country,” says Evan Shout, 

in Saskatoon, Sask.
-

pacts of using precision technologies, the 
-

more of these technologies,” Shout says.

Precision agriculture 
can improve resource 

use and your bottom line

Chat with your advisors about how 
precision ag could help you optimize 
input cost by using:

• Auto steer to optimize inputs

• Sectional control to minimize appli-
cation overlap

• Variable Rate Technology (VRT) 
to maximize yields and minimize input 
costs, leading to increased profitability

• Satellite maps for zone delineation

• Drones to collect field data like bio-
mass, NDVI, weeds, lodging and crop 
height

• Spraying technology to allow for 
more precise application of chemicals
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Canada’s Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Lawrence MacAulay and 
Saskatchewan Agriculture 
Minister David Marit an-
nounced additional pay-
ments will be provided 
to eligible livestock pro-
ducers already enrolled 
in the 2023 Canada-Sas-
katchewan Feed Program. 
The Program, introduced 
on October 20, 2023, was 
put in place to help main-
tain the breeding herd in 
drought impacted regions 
of the province.

“Drought conditions are 
having a serious impact on 
livestock producers right 
across Saskatchewan,” Ma-
cAulay said. “We will con-
tinue working closely with 
the province to ensure af-
fected producers have ac-

they need to protect their 
operations.”

“These additional pay-
ments will assist livestock 
producers who have felt 
the impact of drought 
throughout the province,” 
Marit said. “The Program 
provides additional relief 
measures to offset extraor-
dinary costs to secure feed 
for livestock. This is a gov-
ernment that will always 
stand up for the needs of 
producers and the indus-
try as a whole.”

Initial payments were 
prorated to a maximum of 
75 per cent of the total pay-
ment based on the applica-
tion from producers. This 
prorated approach ensured 
that all eligible produc-

ers could receive support. 
The current outstanding 
total program budget al-
lows for the remaining 25 
per cent to complement 
the initial payments issued 
to producers who applied 
and were deemed eligible 
before the deadline. Pro-
ducers within the desig-
nated regions, as originally 
guided by the Canadian 
Drought Monitor map will 
receive a top up of up to 
$50 per head. Applicants 
that were in the provincial-
only area will receive a top 
up of up to $20 per head.

“The last couple of years 
have been a struggle for 
cattle producers in the 
province,” Saskatchewan 
Cattlemen’s Association 
Vice-Chair Chad Ross said. 
“Minister Marit and the 
Saskatchewan government 
were quick to respond to 
the challenge through the 
Canada-Saskatchewan 
feed program. We appreci-
ate the investment in our 
industry made by both 
levels of government and 
thank you for the addi-
tional support announced 
today.”

Applicants were re-
quired to submit receipts 
or appropriate documents 
for the extraordinary ex-
penses. The deadline to 
submit applications to 
the Canada-Saskatche-
wan Feed Program ended 
March 15, 2024. Saskatch-
ewan Crop Insurance Cor-
poration’s Feed Team will 
automatically reprocess all 
applications for producers 
who previously submit-
ted applications before 
the deadline for funding 
through the Canada-Sas-
katchewan Feed Program. 

Producers should expect to 
receive funds in the com-
ing weeks.

“SARM appreciates 
the top up funding to the 
Canada-Saskatchewan 
Feed program which will 
help livestock producers 
who are experiencing ex-
tra costs associated with 
drought,” Saskatchewan 
Association of Rural Mu-
nicipalities President Ray 
Orb said. “SARM values 
the ongoing commitment 
from both levels of senior 
government to Saskatch-
ewan agriculture.”

“Producers greatly ap-
preciate this additional 
drought assistance that 
will bring the per head as-
sistance up to 2021 support 
levels in the hardest hit re-
gions of the province.” Sas-
katchewan Stock Growers 
Association President Gar-
ner Deobald said.

The Canada-Saskatch-
ewan Feed Program re-
ceived 3,486 applications.

Saskatchewan’s AgriRe-
covery Program has been 
referred to as the Canada-
Saskatchewan Feed Pro-
gram since October 2023. 
AgriRecovery is a federal-
provincial-territorial di-
saster relief framework to 
help agricultural produc-
ers with the extraordinary 
costs associated with re-
covering from disaster sit-
uations. AgriRecovery ini-
tiatives are cost-shared on 
a 60:40 basis between the 
federal government and 
participating provinces or 
territories, as outlined un-
der the Sustainable Cana-
dian Agricultural Partner-
ship (Sustainable CAP).

Producers also have ac-
cess to a comprehensive 
suite of business risk man-
agement (BRM) programs 

defense for producers fac-
ing disasters, including 
AgriStability, AgriInsur-
ance and AgriInvest. With 
joint funding from the fed-
eral government and prov-
inces, these BRM programs 
provide protection against 
different types of income 
and production losses.

Top up on the way for eligible livestock producers
through 2023 Canada-Saskatchewan feed program

24043PR0
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Tree Removal
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Yard Cleanup

Hedge Trimming

306-608-TREE  
(306-608-8733)

DK Tree Removal  
&  Maintenance

20     19
TL750
SERIES

$3375
Cash Back*Financing* Months

0%    36
UP TO

UP TO

AVAILABLE NOW AT YOUR HOME FOR KIOTI TRACTORSAVAILABLE NOW AT YOUR HOME FOR KIOTI TRACTORS

Deteriorating farmland affordability 
presents challenges

Continued from Page B2
A rising FAI (deteriorating farmland affordability) indi-

cates that farmland values are outpacing revenue gener-
ated from farmland. While rising farmland values mean 
established farmers will have more equity from their as-
sets, they also indicate that the price of farmland has be-
come elevated compared to the revenue that can be gener-
ated from it.  

In western Canada, the impact on rising farmland val-
ues and interest rate hikes has elevated the FAI to a de-
cade high. Since 2020, British Columbia has experienced 

values. Alberta saw the least deterioration over the same 
period, partly due to slower appreciation of farmland val-
ues over the same period (Figure 2).  

Farmland affordability has deteriorated to unprec-
edented levels in Eastern Canada, with Ontario in 2023 
breaching 1981’s previous record for the least afford-
able land as farmland values appreciated faster than the 
growth in farm cash receipts (Figure 3). Quebec set an all-
time worst in 2022 with further declines in 2023. 

Why did farmland values
keep going up in 2023?  

The current ratio, which is the amount of cash and in-
ventory divided by current liabilities, indicates the avail-
able cash that an operation has readily available. His-
torically, Canadian farmers kept 2.5 times the cash and 
inventory value of current liabilities. At the end of 2022 
however, Canadian farmers held 3.4 times, or the equiva-
lent of $15.5B more than required to meet their short term 
credit obligations. The higher level of cash available to 
farm operations allowed producers to invest in farmland 
despite the higher interest rate environment.  

Producers in provinces that held higher cash reserves 
at the end of 2022 should be in a better position to pur-
chase farmland in 2023. In the prairies, Saskatchewan 
producers were sitting on a near record current ratio and 
led Canada’s FLV growth. Alberta, meanwhile, after a few 
years of challenging weather had less excess cash and in-
ventory, which limited FLV growth. 

Ontario and Quebec producers both held a record cur-
rent ratio at the end of 2022. Strong working capital posi-

tions may contribute to some operations’ ability to expand 
their land base and drive farmland affordability lower. 

What will drive farmland
affordability in 2024 

Farmland values are expected to remain strong, as 
farmland supply continues to be tight. With farm cash re-

ceipts projected to decline 3.2% due in part to declining 
prices and lower marketings, and interest rates likely to 
remain elevated (despite anticipated cuts by the Bank of 
Canada in the second half of the year), FAI is expected to 
deteriorate further in 2024. FCC Economics will monitor 
its development and provide periodic updates during the 
year. 

Figure 3: Farm affordability index in Eastern 
Canada shows deterioration in recent years 

Figure 5: Current ratio for Alberta and Sas-
katchewan were strong in 2022, but other 

factors still impact FLV growth  

Figure 6: Record current ratios at end of 2022 
by producers in Ontario and Quebec 

Figure 4: Higher than average cash and in-
ventory was held by producers at the end of 

2022, equivalent to $15.5B 

To book an ad in Ag News
call 306-435-2445 or email

world_spectator@sasktel.net
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306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

In 2023, Saskatchewan exported $46 million worth of 
agri-food products to Vietnam, over tripling the increase 
in value from 2022.  

export of non-durum wheat which skyrocketed to $40.6 
million from $3.7 million the previous year. Non-durum 
wheat was Saskatchewan’s largest agri-food export in 
2023, rising nearly 32 per cent to a total of $3.7 billion in 
world-wide exports. Other top agri-food exports to Viet-
nam include peas and pure-bred swine.  

“Saskatchewan producers provide high-quality agri-
food products that are increasing in demand across the 

-
ture Minister David Marit said. “The growth in export 
value to Vietnam highlights our commitment to provid-
ing communities world-wide with food that is sustain-

Saskatchewan has invested heavily in Vietnam, estab-

the country to build relationships with stakeholders and 
encourage agri-food export growth. 

Export Development Minister Jeremy Harrison said. 
-

nam has helped strengthen our ties with Vietnam and 

Through continued positive discussions with the Viet-

is leading to more opportunities for producers right here 
at home. Maintaining strong bi-lateral relationships with 
our international partners is more important than ever, 

and our government remains committed to sustained 

-
try partners to trade missions and attend events like 
VietStock. Through this engagement, the Saskatche-

-

region. 
Saskatchewan has already surpassed its 2030 Growth 

shipments of $20.2 billion for 2023. Overall, the total val-
ue of Saskatchewan’s agri-food exports increased nearly 
10 per cent over the previous year.

Value of agri-food exports to
Vietnam sees 227 per cent increase

WOLVERINE DAYS 2024
SEPTEMBER 28 & 29, 2024!
JOIN US IN CELEBRATING OUR 35th ANNIVERSARY

 CUSTOMER APPRECIATION AND RANGE EVENT

STAY TUNED FOR MORE DETAILS!!

FIREARMS // OPTICS // AMMO // ACCESSORIES    USED & CONSIGNMENTS

#1 RIVER VALLEY ROAD
VIRDEN, MB

sales@wolverinesupplies.com/204-748-2454/www.wolverinesupplies.com
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TIME TO DIG DEEPER

Saskatchewan Potash 
Grows Communities
bring to communities.

AVERAGE SALARY

PROVINCIAL 
SALES TAX

PROPERTY TAX PROVINCIAL 
INCOME TAX

CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

SASKATCHEWAN ROYALTIES AND 
PRODUCTION TAX PAID IN 2022

timetodigdeeper.com

per year

in wages paid annually

invested annually 
per site

employees

= Million
Billion

Million Mil.
Mil.

Million




