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Mahindra Roxors are modiﬁed for use underground in Saskatchewan mines at Universe Satellite Sales in Rocanville.

Universe providing Roxors for mining industry
BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Rocanville’s Universe Satellite Sales is
ÀOOLQJ D QHHG IRU 6DVNDWFKHZDQ SRWDVK
PLQHV³WKH FRPSDQ\ LV SURYLGLQJ YHKLFOHV WR WUDQVSRUW SHRSOH XQGHUJURXQG DW
WKH PDVVLYH SRWDVK PLQHV DW 5RFDQYLOOH
DQG(VWHUKD]\
2ZQHU 6WDQ /DQJOH\ VD\V WKDW DV VRRQ
DVKHVDZKLVÀUVW5R[RUKHNQHZWKHYHKLFOH ZRXOG ZRUN IRU WKH PLQHV DQG WKH
YHKLFOHVDUHEHLQJPRGLÀHGLQ5RFDQYLOOH
WR PHHW WKH SUHFLVH QHHGV RI WKH PLQLQJ
LQGXVWU\
´:H KDYH VXSSOLHG RWKHU YHKLFOHV WR
ZRUN XQGHUJURXQG OLNH WKH .LRWL·V DQG ,
KDGEHHQDIWHUWKHPDQXIDFWXUHUVWREXLOG
D YHKLFOH VSHFLÀFDOO\ IRU WKH PLQHV EXW
WKH\GLGQ·WEHFDXVHLWFRVWVDORWRIPRQH\
WRGHVLJQVRPHIRUWKHPLQHVµKHVD\V
´$IULHQGRIPLQHZDQWHGXVWRJHWLQWR
VHOOLQJ 5R[RUV EHFDXVH KH ZDQWHG WR EX\
RQH EXW ZH GLGQ·W UHDOO\ ZDQW WR WDNH
RQ DQRWKHU OLQH DQG ZKHQ KH ZHQW DQG
ERXJKWRQHLQ$OEHUWDKHFDPHKRPHDQG
KH VD\V ¶\RX JRW WR FRPH RXW DQG KDYH D
ORRN DW WKLV· :H GURYH GRZQ WKHUH DQG
KDGDORRNDWLW$VVRRQDV,ZDONHGLQWKH
GRRU,VDLG¶KRO\WKDWLVH[DFWO\ZKDWWKH
PLQHQHHGV·
´6RZHZHQWDIWHUWKHGHDOHUVKLSJRWLW
ULJKWDZD\DQGWKHÀUVWWKLQJZHGLGLVZH
JRWDFRXSOHJX\VIURPWKHPLQHWRFRPH
LQ DQG VDLG ¶LI \RX FRXOG EXLOG D SHUIHFW
PLQH YHKLFOH ZKDW ZRXOG \RX GR WR WKLV
YHKLFOH"·
´7KH ÀUVW WKLQJ WKH\ VDLG ZDV LW ZDV D
OLWWOHWRRKLJKVR\RXZRXOGQHHGWRJHWLW
ORZHUHG ZKLFK ZH GLG E\ FKDQJLQJ RXW
WR VPDOOHU ZKHHOV <RX ZRXOG QHHG DOO
WKHOLJKWV IRUXQGHUJURXQGDQGQHHGWKH
VFUXEEHUV IRU WKH H[KDXVW 7KH\ VDLG \RX
QHHGGLͿHUHQWEXPSHUVEHFDXVHHYHU\RQH
LV JRLQJ WR EXPS LQWR WKH ZDOO³WKH\ DUH
JRLQJWREXVWWKHWDLOOLJKWVDQGHYHU\WKLQJ
RQLW
´6RZHMXVWWRRNDOOWKHQRWHVDQGWKHQ,
JRW6FRWW1RUWRQGRZQZKRZDVLQYROYHG
LQEXLOGLQJVRPHRIWKHÀUVWPLQHYHKLFOHV
ZKHQ 6\OYLWH ZDV ÀUVW GRLQJ LW ZKHQ KH
ZRUNHGIRU*RRGPDQ·V 6\OYLWHRI&DQDGD ÀUVW GHYHORSHG WKH 5RFDQYLOOH SRWDVK
PLQH
´+H GHVLJQHG WKH IURQW DQG UHDU EXPSHUV IRU XV DQG KH VWDUWHG PDNLQJ WKHP
IRUXVDQGZHJRWWKHÀUVWRQHGRZQXQGHUJURXQGDW5RFDQYLOOHDQGWKH\OLNHLW
,WKDVQ·WEHHQXQGHUJURXQGIRUD\HDU\HW
DQG,WKLQNLWKDVDURXQGNPRQLWµ
8QLYHUVH·VPRGLÀHG5R[RUVDUHQRZXQGHUJURXQGDWERWK1XWULHQ5RFDQYLOOHDQG
0RVDLF(VWHUKD]\PLQHV
´:H·YH JRW ÀYH DW 1XWULHQ DQG RQH DW
0RVDLFDQG,·PVXUHZH·OOKDYHPRUH³LW·V
MXVWDPDWWHURIWLPHµVDLG/DQJOH\´7KH\
DUH TXLWH D ELW OHVV PRQH\ WKDQ VRPH RI
WKHRWKHUYHKLFOHVWKH\DUHXVLQJ7KH\·YH
EHHQUHDOO\GHSHQGDEOH:H·YHFKDQJHGD

FRXSOHOLJKWEXOEVDQGDVSHHGRPHWHUDQG
RWKHU WKDQ WKDW WKH\·YH EHHQ ZRUNLQJ UHDOO\JRRGµ
+RZPXFKFXVWRPL]DWLRQJRHVLQWRWKH
YHKLFOHV"
´:H SXW RQ WKH KHDY\ GXW\ IURQW DQG
UHDU EXPSHUV ZH FKDQJH WKH EDWWHULHV LQ
WKHPDQGWKHLJQLWLRQFRPHVRXWRIWKHP
:HSXWLQDSXVKEXWWRQVWDUWDQGGRDZD\
ZLWKWKHNH\RQWKHPµH[SODLQV/DQJOH\

´:H SXW OLJKW EDUV RQ WKHP :H SXW D
VFUXEEHU V\VWHP RQ WKH H[KDXVW :H SXW
RQ WKH WRZ KLWFK DQG QRZ WKH\ FDQ DFWXDOO\WRZZLWKWKHPQRZVRZH·UHDFWXDOO\
SXWWLQJ HOHFWULF EUDNHV RQ WKHP DV ZHOO
QRZ3OXVWKH\KDYHDOOWKHZDUQLQJOLJKWV
RQWKHPDQGZHSXWWKHUHÁHFWLYHWDSHRQ
WKHP:HGRDIDLUELWRIZRUNWRWKHPWR
PDNHWKHPPLQHUHDG\µ
7KH EXPSHUV FRPH RͿ WR JHW WKH YHKL-

Proud to serve the local potash industry
with mine-ready underground vehicles.

Signal White

Graphite Grey

Jet Black

Universe
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK
K

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

FOHVGRZQLQWRWKHPLQH
´7KHEXPSHUVKDYHWREHRͿWKHPZKHQ
WKH\ SXW WKHP GRZQ LQ 5RFDQYLOOHµ VDLG
/DQJOH\´7KH\DUHH[DFWO\LQFKHVLIZH
WDNHWKHEXPSHUVDQGWDLOOLJKWVRͿZKLFK
PDNHV LW UHDOO\ QLFH IRU WKHP³WKH\ ÀW
ULJKWLQWKHPDQFDJHDQGGRZQWKH\JRµ
/DQJOH\ VDLG 5R[RU LV  SHU FHQW EHKLQGKLVHͿRUWVWRJHWWKHYHKLFOHVLQWRWKH
PLQHV
´5R[RU LV ULJKW EHKLQG XVµ KH VDLG
´7KH\·YH DFWXDOO\ KDG RQH RI WKHLU JX\V
IURP &DOLIRUQLD RQH JX\ IURP (GPRQWRQ DQG DQRWKHU JX\ IURP 2QWDULR FRPH
RXWDQGWKH\DFWXDOO\WRXUHGERWK0RVDLF
(VWHUKD]\ DQG 1XWULHQ 5RFDQYLOOH XQGHUJURXQGDQGWDONHGWRWKHSHRSOHWKDWZHUH
UXQQLQJ WKHP DQG WKH\ MXVW VDLG ¶2ND\
ZKDW ZRXOG \RX FKDQJH LI \RX FRXOG GR
DQ\WKLQJWRWKHP"·DQGWKH\KDGDFRXSOH
LGHDV:HZHUHDFWXDOO\VXSSRVHGWRPHHW
DFRXSOHRWKHUJX\V:HDUHJRLQJWREHJRLQJGRZQWR'HWURLWWRPHHWZLWKWKHPDQG
VLWZLWKWKHHQJLQHHUVDQGVSHQGDFRXSOH
GD\VULJKWDW5R[RUZKHUHWKH\DUHEXLOGLQJWKHVHWKLQJVDQGWDONWRDOOWKHLUHQJLQHHUV EXW &RYLG FDPH DORQJ VR WKDW
JRWSXWRQKROGµ
/DQJOH\ VDLG KH EHOLHYHV WKH SRWHQWLDO
IRU WKH YHKLFOHV LV KXJH LQ WKH PLQLQJ LQGXVWU\DQGRWKHULQGXVWULHV
´7KH SRWHQWLDO LV KXJHµ KH VDLG ´&3
5DLOLVDFWXDOO\VWDUWLQJWRXVHWKHPLQWKHLU
\DUGV7KH\DUHSXWWLQJFDEVDQGDLUFRQGLWLRQLQJLQDQGWKH\RXWODVWWKHKDOIWRQV
EHFDXVH KDOI WRQV DUH QRW PHDQW IRU WKDW
W\SH RI WHUUDLQ 7KHUH DUH VRPH PLQHV LQ
%& WKDW KDYH WDNHQ WKHP XQGHUJURXQG
:H·YH KDG D ORW RI WKH GHDOHUV IURP WKH
86 FDOO DQG VD\ ¶ZKDW DUH \RX GRLQJ WR
WKHVHWKLQJVWRPDNHWKHPPLQHUHDG\"·6R
, WKLQN WKH SRWHQWLDO LV UHDOO\ ELJ EHFDXVH
RIWKHVLPSOHIDFWWKDWZHFDQSUREDEO\GR
WKHPIRUDWKLUGRIWKHSULFHRIVRPHRIWKH
ELJJHUPDQFDUULHUVµ
/DQJOH\VDLGKHVHHVORWVRISRWHQWLDOIRU
PRUH EXVLQHVVHV LQ WKH UHJLRQ WR GHYHORS
SURGXFWVIRUWKHPLQLQJLQGXVWU\
´7KHUHLVSUREDEO\ORWVRIHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQW SRWHQWLDO DURXQG WKH PLQHV
<RXMXVWQHHGWRÀQGRXWZKDWWKH\QHHG
7KH\DUHEX\LQJSURGXFWIURPDOORYHUWKH
ZRUOG 7KLV LV WKH QLFKH WKDW , IRXQG EXW
,·P VXUH WKHUH DUH RWKHU WKLQJV WKDW EXVLQHVVHVFRXOGSURYLGHORFDOO\IRUWKHPLQHV
,W·V QR GLͿHUHQW WKDQ DJULFXOWXUH (YHU\ERG\ JURZV ZKHDW DQG WKHUH LV QR UHDVRQ ZK\ WKH\ FRXOGQ·W EH PLOOLQJ ZKHDW
DURXQG KHUH DQG PDNLQJ ÁRXU EXW ZH
VHQGLWDOODZD\
´,WKLQNWKHUHLVORWVRISRWHQWLDOIRUGLIIHUHQWWKLQJVDURXQGWKHPLQH7KLVLVRXU
QLFKHDQGZH·UHÀOOLQJDQHHGIRUWKHPLQLQJ LQGXVWU\ DQG , WKLQN WKHUH·V DOVR SRWHQWLDO IRU WKH IDUPLQJ LQGXVWU\ EHFDXVH
WKH UDQFKHUV DUH EX\LQJ WKHVH WKLQJV XS
OLNHFUD]\µ

26

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, June 1, 2020

Monday, June 1, 2020

27

The World—Spectator — Moosomin, Sask

SPRING 2020

Mining, Enery & Manufacturing
CELEBRATING MINING WEEK: MAY 31 - JUNE 6, 2020

Tyranny oil should be treated like blood diamonds
:K\ZRXOGFRQVXPHUVWUHDWW\UDQQ\RLOGLͿHUHQWO\WKDQ
blood diamonds or clothing made by child labour?
One of the more bizarre reactions to bare facts came recently after a colleague and I analyzed oil-and-gas-producing countries and their degree of freedom—the Tyranny
Index, as we labelled it.
Some argued such tracking is irrelevant because all that
matters is the price per barrel.
The Tyranny Index matches worldwide oil and natural
gas production data since 1980 with the type of government
that rules over various countries. It uses rankings from a
Washington, D.C.-based think-tank, Freedom House.
Critical freedoms measured by Freedom House include
civil liberties, political pluralism, the rule of law, freedom of
expression and belief, political rights, personal autonomy
and individual rights.
After scoring each country, the group separates them into
three broad categories: Free, Partly Free, Not Free.
We matched up the Freedom House rankings with energy-producing countries and the results were as expected:
Saudi Arabia is ranked as Not Free, Canada is Free and Kuwait is Partly Free.
A fascinating aspect of the data is how much oil and gas
is produced in autocracies, dictatorships and tyrannies in
total, and also the trend lines over the decades.
For example, in 1980, 49 per cent of oil production was in
countries ranked Not Free. That proportion dropped to 33
per cent by 1990, a decline explained in part by the opening
of the Soviet Union and a change in its ranking from Not
Free in 1980 to Partly Free 10 years later.
Also, some countries deemed Free were producing more
oil. This was the case in Norway, where production soared
to over 1.7 million barrels daily in 1990 from just 529,000
barrels a decade before.
By 2019, the proportion of oil produced by Not Free
countries worldwide was 51 per cent.
The same dynamic is at play in natural gas production
EXWWKHGLͿHUHQFHVRYHUWKHGHFDGHVDUHVWDUN
In 1980, 36 per cent of natural gas came from Not Free
countries. That dipped to just eight per cent by 1990, but
rose to 19 per cent by 2000 and 45 per cent by 2010. As of
2017, the most recent year of available data, 49 per cent of
natural gas production worldwide occured in Not Free
FRXQWULHV7KHWRSÀYHRQWKDWOLVWDUH5XVVLD,UDQ&KLQD
Iran and Saudi Arabia.
This matters for a variety of reasons:
• Oil and gas revenues can be used by tyrannies, autocracies and dictatorships to oppress their populations.
5HJLPHOHDGHUVFDQ DQGRIWHQGR VLSKRQRͿSURÀWVWR
their own pockets—Venezuela is a prime example.
1RW)UHHUHJLPHVZLHOGVLJQLÀFDQWSRZHURYHUWKHVXSply of oil and natural gas exported to vulnerable populaWLRQV 7KLV RFFXUUHG LQ  ZKHQ 5XVVLD FXW QDWXUDO JDV
supplies to Ukraine in mid-winter over a pricing dispute.
• Not Free nations can dramatically manipulate prices
on the world market beyond what would occur in a normal
economic boom or bust.
• This state-directed dynamic was obvious in February

DR. ROBERT KITCHEN MP

Souris-Moose Mountain

ǩZZZGUUREHUWNLWFKHQFD

Mark Milke
when Saudi Arabia’s energy ministry directed Saudi ArDPFRWRVLJQLÀFDQWO\UDLVHSURGXFWLRQDQGÁRRGWKHZRUOG
market with oil.
:KHQ DQ DXWRFUDF\ RU GLFWDWRUVKLS KDV VLJQLÀFDQW OHverage over a product, other countries dependent on that
product can be severely impacted.
In response to all this, some who consider themselves
ethical suddenly retreat to the claim that tyranny-type measurements are irrelevant. All of a sudden, all that matters is
the price.
There certainly can be limited options for some citizens,
companies and governments in democracies when it comes
to what might best be called tyranny oil or gas. Drivers

can’t switch between Saudi and Saskatchewan gasoline at
WKHSXPSV$QGVRPHUHÀQHULHVDUHVHWXSIRUOLJKW0LGGOH
East oil and not heavy Canadian crude, for example.
However, choices by investors and governments are possible.
When so-called ethical investors don’t treat tyranny-produced oil in the same manner they might a T-shirt made by
child labourers in southeast Asia or blood diamonds mined
with slave labour in Africa, they make a choice.
:KHQSROLWLFLDQV EHWKH\IHGHUDOLQ%ULWLVK&ROXPELDRU
4XHEHF DWWDFNWKHHQHUJ\VHFWRURUHQDFWDQWLRLODQGJDV
policy, they too make a choice.
Such governments could, at a minimum, stop making
&DQDGLDQRLODQGJDVH[WUDFWLRQDQGH[SRUWVGLFXOW
Some citizens in democracies glibly oppose oil and gas as
if either can be replaced easily. They might instead think of
oil and natural gas as ethical when it originates in Canada
and akin to blood diamonds when it comes from tyrannies.
Mark Milke is executive director of research for the Canadian
Energy Centre, an Alberta government corporation funded in
part by carbon taxes, and is co-author with Lennie Kaplan of The
Tyranny Index for Oil and Gas.
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Sask Energy and Resources minister sees bright future
World-Spectator editor Kevin Weedmark
spoke with Saskatchewan Energy and Resources Minister Bronwy Eyre May 29 about
the future of the energy and resource industries. The complete interview follows.

Saskatchewan?

I just want to get your thoughts on—
with the way the world is changing—
what kind of future do you see for these
industries?
It’s a big question, but the answer is
that the future looks bright. It has been a
challenging time certainly, but next week
(this week for readers!) is mining week
as you know, and that is a good time to
highlight our strength and resilience.
There have been short-term challenges
of course, including liquidity challenges,
but oil and gas and mining and forestry
will recover.
Some mining operations of course have
had to shut in, as you know, more so in
order to protect workers, but other operations such as our potash mines have continued with enhanced safety protocols at
this time.
In recent years we have to remember
WKHJURZLQJGLYHUVLÀFDWLRQZH·YHVHHQLQ
the province in the mining sector, into diamonds for example, and nickel and copper. In recent years we have welcomed
new mining operations in the province.
We have some of the biggest diamond
and gold labs right here in Saskatchewan, which I’m not sure enough people
know about. We’ve got to get the word
out about this and a world-renowned
geological survey, more and more junior
exploration companies, and I think what
ZHFDQEXLOGRQDQGZKHUHWKDWGLYHUVLÀcation is coming from, comes down to our
regulatory environment which is very
stable. We have very competitive royalty
structures, and we have some incentives
in place that have helped the sector. We
have the PST exemption for exploratory
and downhole drilling activity, we have
the targeted mineral exploration incentive which supports the exploration for
precious and base metals and diamonds.
And so again, very positive buttresses for
the sector.
And exploration expenditures, Kevin,
in Saskatchewan, in 2019, were over $200
million. There were more than $2.3 billion
in expenditures over the past decade. The
mining industry in Saskatchewan generated $7.4 billion dollars in sales in 2019,
and over $72.3 billion since 2010. So we
have a great story to tell here in Saskatchewan. Yes it’s a challenging time but as I
say, we will come back strong.
And I see in a recent subsurface minHUDO ULJKWV SXEOLF R;HULQJ WKHUH ZDV

SASKATCHEWAN ENERGY AND RESOURCES MINISTER BRONWYN EYRE
quite a bit of interest in Lithium exploration in Southeast Saskatchewan. Do
you think there is real potential for development of an industry there?
That’s another one. And absolutely
there’s potential. I was reading an article
yesterday that some of the COVID factors
have maybe slowed that globally, marketwise a little bit, in terms of the EV (Electric vehicles that need lithium batteries).
Absolutely, Lithium is another one, Rare
earths is another one in Saskatchewan
that we are certainly looking to foster.
7KHUHLVDORWRIGLYHUVLÀFDWLRQKDSSHQLQJ
and more possible in the future for sure.
What do you see as the biggest issues facing the potash industry in the
SURYLQFHULJKWQRZDQGKRZGR\RXVHH
those being overcome?
Mines continue to operate with the
safety precautions. There have been disruptions that have been caused by the
pandemic and there have been market

ESTERHAZY
AGENCIES
(1986) LTD.




Q General Insurance
Q Travel Insurance
Q Life Insurance
We value the continued support of Mosaic
and its employees. Celebrate your success
during Saskatchewan Mining Week!

306-745-3893
513 Main Street, Esterhazy, SK

challenges. The long-term fundamentals
of the potash market remain strong and
growth is absolutely expected to return in
the sector generally. In 2019 we produced
12.6 metric tonnes of potash in Saskatchewan, the most of any country, about 30
per cent of the world total. And volumes
remain strong, so I think that’s positive.
Potash though the years has gone through
phases and that will continue, but longWHUPIXQGDPHQWDOVDUHÀUPO\LQSODFH
Has the province taken a look at the
regulatory and royalty structure around
potash or is that pretty much set for the
next little while?
That’s set for the next little while. That
would have to be part of a much more
broad based look and there are no plans
for that right now. We have to make sure
stability above all reigns right now.
Oil is also a big part of our economy in
Southeast Saskatchewan. What do you
see as the future of the oil industry in

OPERATING LTD.

Clearly there have been challenges—
that’s an understatement—over the last
little while. Not only as a result of the
pandemic, but the OPEC-Plus price war
that will have an impact no question on
barrels per day of oil and gas production
and shut ins for the next few months, we
hope not too long of course.
There has been a reduction of capital
expenditures and with that a decline in
and an anticipated decline in employment. This is very unfortunate of course
and we’ve watched this very carefully.
We were pleased to announce the support that we put forward waiving the
administrative regulatory levy in April,
lowering it by 50 per cent, deferring
some other measures, reducing electricity
charges, modifying some reporting and
compliance requirements where possible
without any impact on health or environmental safety. And we’ve talked about
those relief measures before and we felt
that was important at that time, and then
last week as you know we brought forward the abandonment announcement
and that’s the $400 million in federal support for abandoning inactive wells in the
province.
We are doing that in phases, we wanted
to make sure that we didn’t overwhelm
the system. It has been well received, the
main focus with that of course is to get
people working and get the service sector
working and we expect that work to start
to roll out in the coming weeks.
What kind of feedback have you had
from the oil industry on those measures?
Very positive. I’m proud to say that I’ve
heard in some quarters that it’s regarded
as the best program in Canada in terms of
what we rolled out. Of course I might be
accused of being slightly biased on that
one but there have been good reviews,
Kevin.
Another industry that’s important
around here is pipelines. We have 250
workers coming into the area in June
WRÀQLVKXSWKH/LQHVXUIDFHUHPHGLDtion—projects like that have a big impact on our local economy. What do you
see as the future for that industry? Can
you see more pipelines being built in
the future?
Well Enbridge line 3 we have obviously
been strong supporters of that replacement project and all the export capacity
that that project brings to our oil sector,
that’s absolutely critical.
Continued on page 37

Kent

Colleen


WE ARE CRUDE OPERATORS
Serving Southeast Saskatchewan & Southwest Manitoba
• Gravel Truck, Highway Truck
and Flatbed Truck Services
• Picker Truck Services
• Contract Oilwell Operating
• Pressure Washing/Steaming

• Dry Steam Unit
• Hydro Testing

Pressure Recorder/Digital Pressure
Dead Weight and Test Head Rentals

• Skid Steer Work

(Snow Removal, etc.)

KENT & COLLEEN BECKER
NFKRSHUDWLQJ#VDVNWHOQHW2IÀFH
Rocanville, Sask.
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April oil and gas public
offering raises $1.7 million
500 Park Ave. | Esterhazy, SK

| S0A 0X0

We appreciate everything our
local mines do to keep our
economy going, especially
during these uncertain times.

6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V$SULO SXEOLF RͿHULQJ RI &URZQ SHWUROHXPDQGQDWXUDOJDVULJKWVJHQHUDWHGDWRWDORIPLOOLRQLQUHYHQXHIRUWKHSURYLQFH
7KLVLVWKHÀUVWRIVL[RLODQGJDVSXEOLFRͿHULQJVIRUWKH
ÀVFDO\HDU
7KH /OR\GPLQVWHU DQG .LQGHUVOH\ DUHDV JHQHUDWHG
WKH PDMRULW\ RI WKH ELG DFWLYLW\  7KH /OR\GPLQVWHU DUHD
EURXJKW LQ  IRU  SDUFHOV WRWDOOLQJ 
KHFWDUHVZKLOHWKH.LQGHUVOH\DUHDEURXJKWLQ
IRUOHDVHVWRWDOOLQJKHFWDUHV
)RXUWHHQ SDUFHOV FRPSULVLQJ  KHFWDUHV LQ WKH

/OR\GPLQVWHU DUHD UHFHLYHG D WRWDO ERQXV DPRXQW RI
7KHVHSDUFHOVDUHSURVSHFWLYHIRUKHDY\RLO
LQWKH0DQQYLOOH*URXS
7ZR RI WKHVH SDUFHOV HDFK UHFHLYHG D ERQXV ELG RI
 RU KHFWDUH WKH KLJKHVW ERQXV ELG
DQGGROODUVSHUKHFWDUHUHFHLYHGRQDSDUFHOLQWKLVRͿHULQJ  0LOOHQQLXP /DQG   /WG DQG 0LOOHQQLXP /DQG
 /WGZHUHWKHVXFFHVVIXOELGGHUVRQWKHVHWZRSDUFHOVSLFNLQJXSRQHSDUFHOHDFK
7KHVFKHGXOHGGDWHIRUWKHQH[WSXEOLFRͿHULQJLVWKLV
7XHVGD\-XQH

D.J. Miller & Sons
Construction Ltd.
A TIME TO CELEBRATE

We wish to Thank and Recognize Mosaic and Nutrien
and their employees for their continued success &
support throughout the province!

iEarth Moving
iSite Development
i2LOÀHOG/HDVH:RUN
iMining Industry

UNITED
STEELWORKERS
LOCAL 7916
Dwight Miller
Cell: 306-745-7608

STANDING PROUDLY WITH OUR MEMBERS
AND SASKATCHEWAN’S MINING INDUSTRY

Mike Miller
Cell: 306-743-7877

Langenburg, SK

USW
Canada’s Mining Union

Reach over 12,000 local readers when
you advertise in the World-Spectator! Call 306-435-2445

Universal Mining Resources

A part of your community
for 24 years!
We’re showing our appreciation for all that the local
mining industry does for our local community!

BARB & BRIAN DECKER

www.umres.ca

Box 21 Spy Hill, SK S0A 3W0

(306) 745-8860
(306) 745-8860 (c)

|

b.decker@sasktel.net
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We’ll be working in
your community
again soon.
Beginning in June, we’ll be working to ﬁnish land reclamation activities on the Line 3 Pipeline
Replacement Project in southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba. Once our work
is complete, all impacted farmland will be returned to productive use.
During COVID-19, both the federal and provincial governments have recognized energy
infrastructure and agriculture as essential services. Protecting your community’s health
and safety, and our workforce, is our top priority.
On and offsite, our workers will follow robust protocols including social distancing,
deep cleaning, hand washing, health assessments alongside other health and
safety practices.
Our workers will be temporarily residing in local campgrounds, hotels and private
accommodations and supporting local businesses and community organizations.
Interactions with local community members will be kept to essential needs only,
while following all health and safety rules in your communities.
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about our reclamation work,
please reach out to us.
enbridge.com/line3canada
projects@enbridge.com
1-888-967-3899
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Carbon tax hike out of step
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has chosen to make life
more expensive by increasing the federal carbon tax by 50
per cent amidst the COVID-19 economic and health crisis.
Meanwhile, governments around the world are moving in
the opposite direction because hiking taxes during a global
pandemic is a bad idea.
Provinces have already tapped the breaks on their own carbon tax hikes.
British Columbia Premier John Horgan announced that he
would not be going forward with his planned April 1 carbon tax hike. Instead of mirroring the federal carbon tax hike,
Newfoundland and Labrador is maintaining its tax at $20 per
tonne. The price of carbon allowances in the Quebec-California cap and trade system have also fallen due to COVID-19
and the current macroeconomic realities.
The European Union’s cap and trade scheme, which applies to 30 countries, has also seen its carbon tax rate drop sigQLÀFDQWO\)RUPRVWRIDQGHDUO\(8FDUERQSULFHV
traded around €25 per tonne before nosediving to around €15
per tonne in March. The EU’s cap and trade carbon tax rate
has fallen 32 per cent below its 2020 peak, according to the
most recent data available on the ICAP Allowance Price Explorer. While the tax rate has increased since bottoming out,
S&P Global Platts Analytics forecasts the COVID-19 shock
keeping downward pressure on the cap and trade market.
Other counties are providing further carbon tax relief. The
Norwegian government reduced its carbon tax rate on natuUDOJDVDQGOLTXLÀHGSHWUROHXPJDVWR]HURDQGZLOONHHSWKH
rates below the pre-coronavirus level until 2024. Norway also
deferred payments on various fuel taxes until June 18.
(VWRQLD)LQDQFH0LQLVWHU0DUWLQ+HOPHIRUPDOO\FDOOHGIRU
his country to consider leaving the EU’s cap and trade carbon
tax system to provide relief.
The prime minister later announced that Estonia would
not seek to leave the EU’s carbon tax system, but the Estonian
government lowered the excise tax on electricity to the minimum allowed by the EU and lowered its excise tax on diesel,
light and heavy fuel oil, shale oil and natural gas.
“Due to the economic downturn, both people’s incomes
and the revenue of companies are declining, but daily house-

Aaron Wudrick

IN A

hold expenses such as electricity or gas bills still need to be
paid. To better cope with them, we are reducing excise duty
rates on gas and electricity for two years,” Helme explained.
Outside of the EU, the United Kingdom is saving its taxpayers between £15 and £20 million per year by walking back
its plan to increase its carbon tax top-up, New Zealand’s cap
and trade tax rate has fallen by more than 20 per cent this
year and South Africa pushed back carbon tax payments by
three months.
Now more than ever, Canadian taxpayers need relief. With
carbon tax burdens declining around the globe during the
COVID-19 crisis, walking back the recent carbon tax hike
should be a no-brainer for our federal government.

RUSH?
We can get the products you need
faster and at a more affordable price
than from your average supplier!

Try us today for
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product needs!

Aaron Wudrick is the Federal Director of the Canadian Taxpayers Federation

The mining, energy and
manufacturing industries are vital
to our economy and the people
of this province.
Thank you for investing in
Saskatchewan!
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Sask modernizes pipeline regulations
The Government of Saskatchewan has
modernized and strengthened its regulatory oversight of oil and gas pipeline infrastructure in the province, with the proclamation of the Pipelines Amendment Act,
2019 (the Act).
“This is the culmination of several years
work and delivers on our promise, made
in 2017, to ensure that Saskatchewan citizens and our environment are protected
to the highest standard,” Energy and Resources Minister Bronwyn Eyre said. “The
introduction of substantial enhancements
to our pipeline licensing system will also
provide more efficiency and regulatory
certainty for our oil and gas sector.”
In recent years, the province has enhanced regulatory systems to monitor and
review pipeline construction and operations, with more stringent inspection, investigation, penalty and audit powers.
The new Act and regulations will expand regulatory oversight to include retroactive licensing of approximately 80,000
flowlines across the province over the next
four years and more stringent scrutiny of
applications at higher-risk locations, such
as waterways. With these changes, the
Ministry of Energy and Resources has fully addressed all outstanding issues raised
by the Provincial Auditor regarding the
integrity and safety of pipelines in Sas-

katchewan.
This is the first system of its kind in Canada to adopt an entirely electronic registry
of pipeline licensing and administration.
The Act establishes a new module in the
Integrated Resource Information System
(IRIS) for an Online license registry, similar to the Saskatchewan Land Titles Registry, which will issue and administer licenses for the oil, gas and mining sectors.
“In developing the pipeline regulatory
framework, the Government of Saskatchewan worked to ensure both regulatory
efficiency and predictability for operators,” Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) Vice-President of
Western Canada Operations, Brad Herald
said. “The new pipeline module, with its
Online licensing registry, highlights the
province’s commitment to monitoring and
upholding the highest standards of safety
for the public and the environment; standards that are also continuing priorities
for industry.”
The new system will also streamline the
review of applications and reduce the time
required for routine approvals. In addition, the introduction of administrative
penalties will complete the overall compliance framework tied to pipeline regulation. The Pipelines Administration and
Licensing Regulations are now in effect,

Thank you to
Mosaic & Nutrien
for your continued
support!

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
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along with Directive PNG034: Saskatchewan Pipelines Code, which clarifies and

enhances requirements set out in previous
regulations.
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Interest in Lithium deposits
The Government of Saskatchewan’s
Subsurface
Mineral Crown DisposiWLRQ 3XEOLF 2ͿHULQJ KHOG
RQ0RQGD\$SULOUDLVHG
LQUHYHQXHIRUWKH
SURYLQFH  7KLV LV WKH ÀUVW
VXEVXUIDFH PLQHUDO RͿHULQJ RI WKH  ÀVFDO
\HDU
(LJKW\RQH VXEVXUIDFH
mineral permit blocks toWDOOLQJ  KHFWDUHV
ZHUHSRVWHG2XWRIWKH
EORFNV SRVWHG  UHFHLYHG
ERQXV ELGV DQG FRQVLVWHG
RIKHFWDUHV6XQ
9DOOH\/DQG/WGSLFNHGXS
nine permit blocks totalOLQJKHFWDUHVIRU
'HHS(DUWK(QHUJ\ 3URGXFWLRQ &RUSRUDWLRQSLFNHGXSWKUHHSHUPLW
EORFNV WRWDOOLQJ 
KHFWDUHVIRUDQG
3UDLULH /LWKLXP &RUSRUDWLRQSLFNHGXSIRXUSHUPLW
EORFNV WRWDOOLQJ 
KHFWDUHVIRU
7KH KLJKHVW ELG UHFHLYHGLQWKLVRͿHULQJZDV
 IURP 6XQ 9DOOH\/DQG/WG7KLV
hectare permit block is loFDWHG  NLORPHWUHV VRXWKZHVWRI(VWHYDQDQGLVSUR-

We provide a high level mining,
mechanical, electrical and
industrial maintenance service.
Our underground miners possess decades
of experience in soft and hard rock mining
SOME OF OUR MINING SERVICES INCLUDE:
Explosive Blasting
Product Conveyance Systems
Underground Dewatering Systems
Ventilation, Rehab and Ground Control

VSHFWLYHIRUPLQHUDOVVXFK
as lithium.
The subsurface minHUDO SXEOLF RͿHULQJ XVHV D
WUDQVSDUHQW DQG FRPSHWLWLYH ELGGLQJ V\VWHP WR LVsue subsurface mineral
GLVSRVLWLRQV WKDW JUDQW WKH
KROGHU H[SORUDWLRQ DQG
GHYHORSPHQW ULJKWV IRU

SRWDVK DQG QDWXUDO PLQHUDO VDOWV RFFXUULQJ PRUH
WKDQ  PHWUHV EHORZ WKH
ODQGVXUIDFH7KHVHLQFOXGH
ERURQ FDOFLXP OLWKLXP
PDJQHVLXP SRWDVVLXP
VRGLXPEURPLQHFKORULQH
ÁXRULQH LRGLQH QLWURJHQ
SKRVSKRUXV DQG VXOIXU
DQGWKHLUFRPSRXQGV

$VWKHDSSHDOIRUOLWKLXP
LV LQFUHDVLQJ LQ WKH JOREDO
PDUNHW WKH SURYLQFH KDV
VHHQ D VLJQLÀFDQW LQWHUHVW
in Saskatchewan’s lithium
potential.
7KHQH[WVFKHGXOHGGDWH
for a subsurface mineral
SXEOLFRͿHULQJLQ6DVNDWFKHZDQLV'HFHPEHU

www.nobleconstruction.ca
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215 SUMNER ST.

ESTERHAZY, SK

34

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, June 1, 2020

Íææåêïèõéæçöõöóæ
ôõâóõôøêõéôâçæõú
Úâçæõúêôðöóģóôõñóêðóêõú
At Nutrien, we’re working to help farmers around the world produce
enough food for a growing population. To do that, we focus on keeping
our workers safe, healthy and secure every day.

øøøïöõóêæïäðî

Monday, June 1, 2020

35

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

SPRING 2020

Mining, Enery & Manufacturing
CELEBRATING MINING WEEK: MAY 31 - JUNE 6, 2020

Canada world’s largest potash producer
Potash is the common name given to a group of minerals and chemicals containing potassium (K), which is
a basic nutrient for plants and an important element of
fertilizer. Potash is mostly produced in the form of poWDVVLXP FKORULGH .&O  EXW GHSRVLWV FDQ KDYH GLͿHUHQW
amounts of potassium, so we often measure and refer to
it in terms of potassium oxide (K2O) equivalence, for consistency.
• Potash is primarily used to produce fertilizer
• Canada is the world’s largest producer and exporter
of potash
• Canada has the world’s largest potash reserves, with
1 billion tonnes of potash (potassium oxide equivalent) or
about one-quarter of the world’s reserves
Potash is primarily used as a fertilizer (approximately
95%) to support plant growth, increase crop yield and disease resistance, and intensify water preservation. Small
quantities are used in the manufacturing of potassiumbearing chemicals such as:
• detergents
• ceramics
• pharmaceuticals

• water conditioners
• alternatives to de-icing salt
Potassium is an important element of the human diet.
It is essential for growth and the maintenance of tissues,
muscles and organs, as well as the electrical activity of
the heart.
Canada produced 22.7 million tonnes of potash in 2018,

an increase of 2.4 million tonnes compared to 20.3 million
tonnes in 2017, making 2018 a record year for Canadian
potash output.

Mining, energy and manufacturing
industries are vital to our province.
Thank you for investing in
Saskatchewan!
Phone: 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
www.warrenkaedingmla.ca

Hon. Warren Kaeding PAg.
MLA MELVILE-SALTCOATS CONSTITUENCY
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potash mining sector during
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For over 150 years, Westmoreland has been
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commitment to sound safety and environmental
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multi-faceted energy future.
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Sask launches new inactive well program
The Government of Saskatchewan is launching the Accelerated Site Closure Program (ASCP) for the abandonment
and reclamation of inactive oil and gas wells and facilities
to get Saskatchewan people back to work.
ASCP will access up to $400 million, over two years, subject to the conclusion of an agreement with Canada, through
the federal COVID-19 Economic Response Plan. It will be
overseen by the Ministry of Energy and Resources and
delivered in partnership with the Saskatchewan Research
Council (SRC), which has technical expertise to provide engineering and oversight work. The program will prioritize
Saskatchewan-based service companies and support some
2,100 full-time equivalent jobs. Up to 8,000 inactive wells
and facilities will be abandoned and reclaimed over the life
of the program.
“We have worked hard to develop a common sense, administratively simple program that creates much-needed
jobs in the struggling oil and gas sector,” Energy and Resources Minister Bronwyn Eyre said. “The ASCP will accelerate the retirement of wells and facilities, which have
reached the end of their life cycle, and complete a substantial amount of environmentally important work in a short
period of time. For that, we would like to acknowledge the
support of the federal government.”
The ASCP will be rolled out in several phases, with the
funding component of the program administered by the
SRC. Phase 1 will allocate up to $100 million in funding
to Saskatchewan service companies contracted to do abandonment and reclamation work.
“Working with Minister Eyre and the Government of Saskatchewan, we are creating needed jobs, cleaning up our
environment, and supporting the hardworking people in
our oil and gas sector,” Canada’s Minister of Natural Resources Seamus O’Regan said.
Under the ASCP, eligible licensees (operators) will use
the Integrated Resource Information System (IRIS) to nomi-

DR. NATHAN KNEZACEK, OD
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mining
industry!
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nate inactive wells and facilities into the program. Each licensee will be assigned a portion of planned expenditures,
based on their share of total provincial liabilities for inactive wells and facilities. Based on these nominations, the
SRC will procure services from eligible service companies.
All contracting for services will take place exclusively between eligible licensees and service companies. The SRC
will provide direct funding, including an initial advance, to
service companies for abandonment and reclamation work.
“We’d like to thank the Saskatchewan government for
working to implement the ASCP in a timely manner,” Cana29:tfc
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dian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors President
and CEO Mark Scholz said. “We are excited by the prospect of long-term jobs for Canadian Association of Oilwell
Drilling Contractors members who have been struggling to
keep their employees working and their businesses viable.”
“Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers appreciDWHV WKH *RYHUQPHQW RI 6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V HͿRUWV WR GHVLJQ
an Accelerated Site Closure Program that will help get
6DVNDWFKHZDQSHRSOHEDFNWRZRUNE\IRFXVLQJHͿRUWVRQ
closure of inactive oil and natural gas sites,” Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers Vice-President, Western
Canada Operations Brad Herald said. “The initial phase
of the program recognizes principles important to the secWRULQFOXGLQJWKHHFLHQWPDQDJHPHQWRIOLDELOLW\FORVXUH
ZKLOHRͿHULQJIDLUDFFHVVWRIXQGV:HFRQWLQXHWRVXSSRUW
Saskatchewan’s pragmatic approach to the program design
while achieving government’s objectives.”
“Petroleum Services Association of Canada (PSAC) welcomes today’s announcement that will support urgently
QHHGHGMREVIRUWKHRLOÀHOGVHUYLFHVVHFWRUWKDW36$&UHSresents during this unprecedented downturn,” PSAC Interim President and CEO Elizabeth Aquin said. “We are
pleased that this funding aligns with PSAC’s advocacy for a
mechanism to close inactive wells and that the Government
of Saskatchewan has supported this win-win solution that
FUHDWHV MREV ZKLOH DOVR SURYLGLQJ HQYLURQPHQWDO EHQHÀWV
This program will also help to retain and expand key skills
and expertise for Canada’s responsible resource development and stewardship of the land.”

SAPARA’S DRUG MART
Esterhazy, SK

Ph. (306) 745-6662

Hours: Mon - Sat: 9am - 5:30pm

To Mosaic, Nutrien, our
local manufacturing businesses
and their employees:

Thank you for your hard
work and contributions to
our community and for
your continued support.

BIG LOU’S

LUMBER
Big Lou’s extends our appreciation
to all our customers in the mining
industry during Mining Week.

Big Lou’s Glass & Exteriors
is now located in the same
location as Big Lou’s Lumber
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The commitment we have
to safety in our workplace
and quality in our products
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to the successful role
we play in the Saskatchewan
Mining Industry.
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Sask Energy and Resources minister sees bright future
Continued from page 28
We’ve been keen to see all the remaining legal and
regulatory hurdles in the U.S. be overcome so that the
construction south of the border can be completed as
soon as possible. As you know, the remediation plan
for the current line 3 pipeline has been approved by the
CER and so that process will result in remediation activity along the whole length of the existing pipeline in
Saskatchewan.
In terms of future projects, we recently launched the
Oil Infrastructure Investment Program which is to help
facilitate the construction of any new or expanded pipeline across the province to move more Saskatchewan oil
to market, leave the railways open to mining, manufacturing, and ag products.
We are looking at a number of projects and a number
of proposals that are viable and could be viable, so we
continue to do that because we have to look to what we
can do here in the province when it comes to export. I
think it’s fair to say that things have stagnated federally,
Energy East was cancelled, Northern Gateway was cancelled by the federal government.
There have been worrying comments recently by Mr.
Biden about Keystone XL and how he would scrap all
that good work and all the infrastructure that is already
in place. So we have to continue to look at everything,
we are doing that and just continue to advocate for the
importance of pipelines and how responsibly put in
place they are, how responsibly product is transported
in this country, how safe they are and all of that. So that
continues despite the federal regulatory and infrastructure challenges.
Do you think there’s a lot of potential in Saskatchewan for further development in supplying these in-

dustries? We have an article in this section about a
company in Rocanville that’s bringing in Mahindra
Roxors, customizing them for a mining application
and supplying them to Nutrien and Mosaic. Do you
think there is that much more potential for that kind of
economic development around these industries within
the province by meeting the needs of the supply chains
for these industries?
Absolutely.
And I think our record when it comes to innovation
and our companies’ records in importing these innovative methods and technologies into their operations is
astounding.
So absolutely as long we can continue to rock the economy here and recover as well and as quickly as we can,
that will all continue.
We have huge momentum in the province, and we do
amazing things on all scales, on larger scales, we are top
in class in the world when it comes to our mining and oil
and gas operations and the innovation that we bring and
companies bring into those operations. So absolutely.
That story is one of many.
We do amazing things and there is amazing potential
for growth in our sectors.
What is the most important thing the provincial
government can do to ensure that these industries get
where they need to go?
When it comes to export infrastructure, we need to
make sure we look at everything we can do and to not
give up hope by any means, but to foster the right climate for projects.
We have an excellent royalty regime, a very stable one,

a very transparent one across both our mining sectors
and our oil and gas sectors.
We have to make sure that we keep things very stable
in that regard because it has promoted and led to investment in this province.
We have tried to do common sense things around, for
example, the targeted mineral exploration incentive to
VXSSRUW H[SORUDWLRQ DQG GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ LQ WKH PLQLQJ
sector, so that has been very positive.
I think steady as she goes. But at the same time to look
at everything we can do around R & D, around infrastructure, as we have done with the incentives we’ve
brought in the last two years.
The Saskatchewan petroleum investment incentive,
the export incentive that I mentioned, and just maintaining that very stable royalty structure so that there
remains that stability around what we do and how companies can do what they do here.
I had conversations as recently as this week in the
oil and gas space that the incentives we have in place
around, for example, horizontal drilling, the nature of
royalties and how they work in Saskatchewan, sliding
scale, for example, built in, how world-class those are.
And two companies this week who I happened to
speak to said they really believe they are the best in
North America and that it is the best structure in North
America for that investment.
So there is a predictable environment for companies
what they have to do and how it works here. We can’t
HYHUGRDQ\WKLQJWRKXUWWKDWRUHͿHFWWKDWDQGWKDWVWDbility.
That’s what we need most of all right now going forward through what has been certainly a challenging
time but we have to get to the other side and economic
recovery.

%ODQNHW&ODVVLÀHGV

