
Ag NewsAg News
MAY 2022

CALL/TEXT
Glen Crosson: 306.608.9009
Lorne Crosson: 306.435.7148

websterseedfarm.ca

We have the best 
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

If we don’t have what you want, 
we will bring it in for you!

  Wheatland
  Starbuck

  Synergy
  Connect

Farmers ‘mucking it in’ with late seeding
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Local farmers in Southeast Saskatchewan share their 

experience of what it is like seeding in wet conditions 
during late spring.

“It’s slow going, a little frustrating. I’ve been stuck 
multiple times, we have to keep an extra four-wheel trac-
tor out with us all the time just to pull the tractor out,  
rather than unhooking all the hydraulic lines,” said Mark 
McCorriston, a grain farmer who farms west of Mooso-
min.

“We’re probably losing 10 to 15 per cent of the cultivat-
ed acres on average because those acres are too wet, they 
either have water lying in them or they’re just muddy 

and wet. Other than that, we’re trying to keep moving 
forward but it’s slow going, lots of overlap, lots of turn-
ing and small necks, islands and stuff like that this year.”

McCorriston said he and his team have been working 

early June.
“In a typical day, we try to meet at the farm for 5 a.m., 

and usually between 9 p.m. and 10 p.m., we quit and 
head back,” he said.

“It’s long days and it’s hard on everyone because you 
get tired, you’re usually frustrated and may get a little 
grumpy, but everyone just tries to work their best and 
move forward.” 

In addition to the snowstorms in April, a major rainfall 
hit the southeast area on May 13. McCorriston was asked 
what the best case scenario would be for this year’s crop.

would call, “mucking it in.” I’m still hoping for maybe 
below or average yield, but it’s unfortunate that what 
grew our best crop last year, some of those low areas are 
just lying in water now,” he said.

“It’s hard when you know that you’re missing your 
most prime wetter land that grows good crops, and un-
fortunately we’re running out of time. It’s past the May 
long weekend, and we’ve decided to just try keep mov-
ing ahead.”

Continued on page B10
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A farmer seeding between Moosomin and Rocanville last week. Despite snow and rain just a few days earlier, farmers were out in their fi elds.
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 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

GET SET FOR 
SEEDING!

Check out our selection of 

Air Seeder Hose
Tow Straps

Water Pumps

22042PR0

Left: The sun setting behind the Parrish and Heimbecker terminal west 

of Moosomin last week.

Kevin Weedmark photo

Brandon, MB  |  Auctioneer: Scott Campbell / Jesse Campbell 
Licensed and bonded. P.L. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.A.A., A.A.A., A.A.C

PRE-HAYING
CONSIGNMENT SALE

ONLINE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
BRANDON, MB

JUNE 11, 2022 ONLINE TIMED ONLY

JUNE 11th CONSIGNMENT SALE

To consign your equipment call 204-727-2001

Delivery of consignments for this sale will be accepted from 

May 10th to June 1st (Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm)

Bidding opens June 6th @ 9am
Lots start to close June 11th @ 10am

Bid at fraserauction.com

Fraser Auction Service P: 204-727-2001 | TF:1-800-483-5856 | Email: offi ce@fraserauction.com

Like us       Fraser Auction Service Ltd.  |   Follow us      @fraserauction
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306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag

Now offering: 

CUSTOM SEEDINGCUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:

• Custom Spraying
• Custom Haying
• Custom Swathing
• Custom Combining
• Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plus more! Plus more! Please inquire!Please inquire!

Custom Silage 
Chopping
Full or Partial 

Service Available

TED  
204.512.0754    

Seeding is progressing slowly in Southeast Saskatch-
ewan with the most progress being seen in the western 
half of the region. Forty-four per cent of the crop is now 
in the ground, up from 17 per cent last week but behind 

time of year. Seeding has been continually delayed due 
to rain, snow and cool weather since the beginning of the 

-

-
ate growth of both crop and pasture land since adequate 

-

-

crops in the region are rated as being behind normal. 
Most of the crop damage that did occur this week was 

Seeding progress climbed throughout many regions of 

-

seeded crops.

crop is seeded in the northwest, 73 per cent seeded in the 

-
ducers are eager to continue their seeding operations.

mainly in the eastern regions where most of the spring 

per cent good, 36 per cent fair, 16 per cent poor and 11 per 

area to continue to feed cattle on farm.

-
cept for canola, which was rated as 67 per cent behind. 

southwest and west central regions, delaying growth and 

Saskatchewan Crop Report

Seeding progressing slowly in SE Sask

A farmer cultivating a field between Moosomin and Rocanville last week.
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We are now your local Bobcat Dealer!

2 miles north on Hwy #8   |   Moosomin, SK   |   info@rpmserviceltd.com

306-435-5800
www.rpmserviceltd.com

At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our 
world from the ground up. As the world’s 
largest provider of crop inputs, services 
and solutions, Nutrien plays a critical  
role in feeding the future by helping 
growers increase food production in  
a sustainable manner. 

We’re moving the agriculture industry 
and the world forward – today and for 
generations to come. Nutrien invests in 
community initiatives and partnerships 
that enhance the quality of life in the 
regions where we operate and that  

 
our company.

Farm Credit Canada (FCC) has created a new offer-
ing to attract and recognize Canadian beef producers 

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-

and it is important to be recognized with something in 

audit process with its partners to ensure operations are 

-

“There is an increasing demand from consumers for 

needs of the present without compromising those of the 

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

FCC supports beef sustainability program
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PL. 311962FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID VISIT 
WWW.MACKAUCTIONCOMPANY.COM 

OR PHONE 306-421-2097

FARM EQUIPMENT 
AUCTION

ONLINE TIMED AUCTION

THE LATE WILLIS THORPE
SPY HILL, SK

Sale opens: Saturday, June 11 at 8 am
Sale closes: Wednesday, June 15 at 10 am

Contacts: Ron Thorpe 306-740-7895 OR Myles Thorpe 306-740-9558

DIRECTIONS: Go north of Spy Hill on Hwy 8 to junction of Hwy 8 & 22, from 
junction go 1 mile north to Century Road, go east 3.5 miles.  Look for Thorpe 
Farm sign on north side of road.

To view the complete auction visit 
https://mack.nextlot.com/public/sales/97592/lots

6:1c

1604 Park Ave.  |  Moosomin, SK

306-435-3866
ROCKYMTN.COM

Bourgault and Vaderstad
Seeding Equipment

Spring is 
Coming!

See us for your 
Traeger Smokers, 
Pellets, Sauces &

Accessories!

See us for all your

SPRING SEEDING
Parts & Service

SPRING
SEEDING
PHOTO CONTEST

Farmers have started
spring seeding!

Take your best shot and 
send us your spring seeding 

photos for a chance to 

WIN $100!
Email your photos to:

photos@world-spectator.com

It’s funny how sometimes we take the 
simple things in life for granted. Cooking 
oil, or vegetable oil, is certainly one of them.

Our appreciation for vegetable oil will 
likely reach new levels in months to come. 
Oil prices have increased by 25 per cent in 
just the last six months. While palm oil went 
up 50 per cent, canola oil is up 55 per cent 
on average.

The world is slowly running out of veg-
etable oils.

Vegetable oils aren’t just about frying 
things. This ingredient is in many things 
we eat. All household kitchens and restau-
rants use vegetable oils. Major companies 
will buy vegetable oils to manufacture the 
food we buy daily. Pasta, cookies, chocolate, 
mayonnaise – many dry and baked goods 
contain vegetable oil. It’s one of the most 
universal and versatile ingredients we have 
at our disposal.

Palm oil is the big one, given how af-
fordable it is. Recently, Indonesia, the larg-
est producer of palm oil in the world, an-
nounced it would no longer export its oil. 
The embargo started on April 28. Indonesia 
accounts for 55 per cent of palm oil exports. 
That’s huge. Since the price of palm oil had 
increased by 40 per cent in Indonesia, the 
government believed it had no choice.

Malaysia, the second-largest exporter, is 
experiencing unprecedented labour short-
ages affecting palm oil production. The 
country accounts for 31.2 per cent of palm 
oil exports, according to the Observatory of 
Economic Complexity.

Although many condemn the use of 
this oil for environmental reasons, the fact 
remains that several companies buy this 
product. Nestlé, Mondelez, Ferrero Rocher 
– most big food companies need it and we 
eat it every day.

worse. Ukraine, the victim of a brutal inva-

in the world. The country exports around 
5.4 million tonnes of the oil, half of the 
quantities found across the globe. Russia, 

ers due to sanctions imposed against it.
For canola oil, Canada, the largest export-

er, must contend with last year’s abysmal 
growing season. The drought was so severe 
that our country had to import canola to 
meet our demand for vegetable oil. So there 
are hardly any reserves to start 2022.

na, Paraguay and Brazil are among the larg-
est exporters of soybean oil. These countries 
have also been hit by major droughts and 
anemic production in recent years, creating 
supply problems everywhere. 

Even if other major exporting countries 
like the Netherlands and Germany have 
good harvests in 2022, it won’t be enough 

possibly next year.
The importance of an ingredient that we 

have all taken for granted in our kitchens 
will then become much more evident.

What could help is to lessen the amount 
of vegetable oil used for energy. About 15 
per cent of all vegetable oils are used to sup-
port the production of biofuels. We could 
see some countries divert some of that pro-
duction for more food-related vegetable oil 
use, but that’s not a given – far from it.

As we navigate this global food crisis, we 
expect more countries to instinctively ban 
exports and even hoard commodities to se-
cure supplies. Each decision will add more 
pressure to the market, raising prices across 
the board.

Over the next several months, things will 
most certainly get ugly to the point where 
many people will experience famine or 
acute hunger. In fact, more than 100 million 
people could suffer, and that would be dev-
astating.

Despite all of this, Canadians are the 
lucky ones. Our grocer may ration veg-
etable oils, but we should feel lucky just to 
have access to them.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the 
agri-food analytics lab and a professor in food 
distribution and policy at Dalhousie University.

The world is running out 
of oil—vegetable oil

Sylvain 
Charlebois
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Sunrise Credit Union 
wants you to achieve 

your goals and 
dreams, too.

Book an appointment today to find 
out how Sunrise can help.

 to be a part of your Story!
A farmer high-speed discing in a field between Moosomin and Rocanville last week.
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On May 10, federal Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau 
and Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister 
David Marit presented four agriculture 
scholarships to students from across the 
province.

“There is a wide variety of trades and 
careers associated with the agriculture 
sector, from the farm to the lab to technol-
ogy companies,” said Bibeau. “Encour-
aging young people to pursue careers in 
agriculture will provide a strong founda-
tion for the future of the industry. This 
scholarship program will help our young 
leaders pursue their studies and embark 
on rewarding careers in agriculture.”

“We received many outstanding appli-
cations this year in the form of both es-
says and video,” Marit said. “It’s great to 
see Saskatchewan youth talk so passion-
ately about agriculture and transparency, 
and we’re very proud to support them 
and their career plans. The future of our 
industry is in good hands.”

Emily Sebastian of Montmartre was 
awarded $4,000 toward her post-second-
ary studies as the grand-prize winner of 
the 2022 Agriculture Student Scholarship. 
Emily’s video submission discussed the 
various ways that farmers and ranchers 
can effectively communicate with con-
sumers in a transparent and honest man-
ner. Emily will be furthering her educa-
tion at the University of Saskatchewan 
at the College of Agriculture and Biore-
sources. 

“The scholarship is a great way to ex-
press your ideas and gives you an op-
portunity to make a difference in the 
agriculture industry,” Emily said. “More 
than that, though, it makes you think 
about what you can do to become more 
transparent about your, or your family’s 
operation.” 

Kristie Pedersen from Lockwood, Grace 
Waldenberger from Marquis and Kate Ax-

ten from Minton were all awarded $2,000 
as runners up for the scholarship. 

Kristie’s essay explored how commu-
nication and education is key to bridging 
the gap between the farm and the plate. 
She focused her transparency essay on 
the whole supply chain and the need for 
everyone to share their story. Kristie will 
be furthering her education in Moose Jaw 
where she will be studying in the Agri-
culture and Food Production Program at 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic. 

Grace’s essay highlighted the impor-
tant role that agriculture plays in people’s 
lives, whether they are directly connected 
to the industry or not. She spoke about 

can have on people and the importance 
of educating youth. Grace will be taking 
her post-secondary education at either 
the University of Saskatchewan or the 
University of Lethbridge. 

Kate Axten’s video submission focused 
on what transparency is and how farm-
ers can be more transparent. Her video 
showcased the work that her family farm 
has done to improve transparency with 
their consumers. Kate will be attending 
Dalhousie University in the fall where 
she will be studying International Food 
Business in the Faculty of Agriculture.

The Agriculture Student Scholarship 
Program is funded through the Canadian 

billion commitment by Canada’s federal, 
provincial and territorial governments 
that supports Canada’s agriculture, ag-
ri-food and agri-products sectors. This 
includes a $2 billion commitment that is 
cost-shared 60 per cent federally and 40 
per cent provincially/territorially for pro-
grams that are designed and delivered by 
provinces and territories.

For more information on the scholar-
ship winners and their submissions, visit 
www.saskatchewan.ca/ag-public-trust

Saskatchewan Agriculture 
student scholarship

recipients announced

WE’RE HERE TO
SERVE YOU

TO YOUR FIELD, HOME AND YARD

AGRICULTURAL PARTS, SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT

LEASING OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH

VIRDEN, MB    P 204-748-4469  E sales@virdenag.ca  
PRICING AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE     FOLLOW US   »    @VIRDENAG

VIRDENAG.CA

DEMO UNIT
FOR SALE

2017 TERRALAND TO 60002017 TERRALAND TO 6000
$75,000.$75,000.

V I R D E N  A G  P R E S E N T S

VIRDEN AG EXPO
J U N E  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2    2  -  7 p m
1 3 6  A N S O N  S T R E E T,  V I R D E N

PRESENTED IN PART BY

V E N D O R  D I S P L A Y S /  E X H I B I T S

D O O R  P R I Z E S  |  G I V E - A - W A Y S

L O S  B R O T H E R ’ S  F O O D  T R U C K

H U S T L E R  P R O D U C T  D E M O

E V E N T  E X C L U S I V E  S A L E S

LY T E  H O R S E  P R O D U C T  D E M O
B O U N C E  F M /  P U R E  C O U N T R Y
L I V E  O N  L O C A T I O N

Cub Cadet
PWR Custom Fencing

Scotsmun Steel

STIHL
Atom-Jet Industries

Warkentin Feeds
Mad Dog Spray Foam

ADDITIONAL DISPLAYS FROM

Ag NewsAg News
June 27

DEADLINE: JUNE 23

July 25
DEADLINE: JULY 21

August 29
DEADLINE: AUGUST 25

Upcoming Issues:

Call Kara or Sunnette at 306-435-2445 
or email world_spectator@sasktel.net to place an ad!

View past issues at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news
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BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
As a landowner, there are deliberate steps that you can 

take to maintain the value of your property. They can pro-
tect everyone’s interest and lead to better prices when you 
rent or eventually sell.

It’s a worthwhile time investment, experts say.
“The last few years, with the demand for land as high 

as it’s been, it’s really the quality of the land that is the 
determining factor of the price,” says FCC agriculture 
transition specialist Dean Lewko.

Be a good record keeper

need if they’re going to prove that quality.
Darren Bond, a management specialist with Manitoba 

Agriculture, says the true value is in the details. Land-
owners should track and record pretty much everything 
that happens on their land.

Keeping digital records using management software is 
advised. Most software can be linked to a cell phone, but 
even a notebook with dates and applications will do in a 
pinch.

At the top of the list should be crop rotations, includ-
ing varieties, to track herbicide-resistant traits used, Bond 
says.

It’s also important to keep track of:
• Soil fertility
• Fertilizer rates
• Types and pesticides used, especially herbicides that 

carry residuals and may have re-cropping restrictions
• Insect and disease pressure

and any drainage work
Bond advises landlords to also ask their renters to track 

fertilizer rates.
“With the increase in fertilizer prices, many landlords 

are requesting that soil fertility levels be reasonably close 
to levels at the start of the land rental agreement once a 
lease expires,” he says.

Get it in writing
When renting farmland, handshake promises aren’t un-

common, but they can leave either side vulnerable, says 
Lewko.

Instead, consult the professionals and, at minimum, 
use a land rental agreement. The agreement template lets 
both parties consider everything that should be discussed 
when entering into an agreement.

Bond encourages landowners and renters to consult 
with their legal representatives to fully understand their 
responsibilities within their agreement, thus avoiding fu-
ture disappointment and dissatisfaction.

Dodging pitfalls
There are several commonly overlooked details to 

watch for in written land rental agreements.
First refusal

The most overlooked detail by renters is the right of 

“It really protects the investment they’ve put into the 
land, like if they’ve done a lot of drainage work or in-
creased the fertility of land,” Lewko says.

Total rental price
List the total annual rent for all land in the agreement 

instead of a per acre rate.
“This will alleviate disagreements when areas of the 

seeded acres per year,” Bond says.

End agreement
Include a termination clause with procedures to end a 

land rental agreement mid-lease that’s fair and equitable 
to both parties—just in case the relationship breaks down 
before the contract ends.

“The better the relationship you have with your land-
lord, the better it’s going to work for you in the long run,” 

adds Lewko.
Bottom line

Keeping up-to-date records and taking extra steps with 
rental agreements can be a valuable investment in your 
land. Avoid handshake agreements, get the deal in writ-
ing and steer clear of commonly overlooked details like 
listing the total rental price rather than the price per acre.

cropaidnutrition.com | 1-866-249-0666

Nutrition For Every Stage

SOIL
Health

Reduce soil compaction
Enhance germination, 

vigour and early growth

SEED
Dressing

FOLIAR 
Fertilizer

Build A Better Crop
1-866-249-4697  •  www.drrobertkitchen.ca

DR. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

PPDr. Robert Kitchen MP

Renting out farmland?

How to protect yourself and property value

When renting farmland, handshake promises aren’t uncommon,
but they can leave either side vulnerable.
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FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE 
PARTS DEALER

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE

• SAFETY INSPECTION 
& REPAIR SHOP
• FULL LINE OF 

TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

(204) 522-8451
HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MBB K

FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES

BARRY
306-434-6046

• Roasts • Hamburger
• Steak • Lamb

• Chicken • Pork
• Sausage 

(made by Ottenbreit)
• Centennial Products
And much more!

LANE REALTY

www.lanerealty.com

JASON BEUTLER (306) 735-7811

LANE REALTY 
Saskatchewan’s Farm & Ranch Specialists ™

Ph: (306) 569-3380 • E-mail: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net
WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!

For the most exposure that you deserve in the marketing of 
your farm or ranch property – Contact your local agent:

           “Now representing purchasers from across Canada and overseas!”

Oh the smell of freshly tilled dirt! 
There is nothing quite like it and I have loved it forever. 

only is it the smell of freshly tilled dirt, but of very damp 
freshly tilled dirt, so damp in fact that I am praying the 
guys don’t get stuck. 

What a difference from last year—I didn’t have to guess 
then where the men were working for the dust that rose up 
behind them; this year not so much. And while the timing 
may be later than our usual end-of-April start, we can say 
we are rolling!

With the heavy snows and rain we have experienced, we 

getting onto the land in good time. Hubby was incredibly 
antsy and was a tad, shall we say, worried about whether 
“start day” would ever come.

And then out of the blue came a reprieve from worry-
ing about late seeding. I received an early and unexpected 
call for surgery saying, “Can you be here in a week?” And 
without a second’s hesitation I was all in because getting 
that second new hip was without question something I was 
not going to say no to. And hubby was just going to have 
to put aside thoughts of seeding to be, as it was, my right-
hand man.

I was barely nervous this time around but once they put 
the IV into the back of my hand, I had other thoughts—as in 
‘how am I gonna escape this place?’ It was at precisely that 
moment that my surgeon walked in (I had not seen him for 

back, throwing off the covers, saying, “I’m getting very hot, 
I’m gonna faint, I’m gonna be sick.” Well so much for my 
planned “how are you Doctor?” reunion sort of meeting. 

Without any hesitation, my surgeon lifted my legs to-
ward the ceiling and lowered the head of the bed. It’s a pic-
ture that will never leave my mind. As the blood returned 
to my head, I immediately felt better physically but was 
certainly feeling pretty embarrassed about it all. Oh well, 
there was no time to get all worked up about it because by 
then they were wheeling me into the OR. 

Despite that awkward little moment, I am so eternally 
grateful for all that my medical team did for me that day, al-
though I do believe they missed the memo about sedation. 

wide awake through it all. There were a couple of moments 
when I nearly raised my hand to ask if they had missed 
sedating me, but in the end, I simply laid there and listened 
to the reciprocating saw (it’s smaller than my reciprocating 
saw) doing its thing and the hammer doing its thing. I felt 
like I was in my little workshop, the only thing being that 
I was the piece of wood they were cutting apart and ham-
mering back together.

Some of my grands came for a visit and it was wonderful 
to see their smiling faces. I personally think they came for 
the swim at Grandpa’s hotel room next to the hospital but 
when they walked in, it made my day. The youngest (5) not 
only loves crafting but all things numbers and she handed 
me a get well card she had made. “Get Well Soon Gramma” 
they read on the front. On the inside of one, there was a 

about, I quickly realized she had written down my age—in 
6-inch print no less. 

Well, we have just gotten through the May long week-
end and many die-hard campers were out camping de-
spite the snow and cool conditions to start. We personally 
weren’t at some RV resort 
or campground but we did 
set up camp at our favourite 
spot—right next to the shop 
on the farm with our bird’s 
eye view of the chicken 
coop and the dog house.

The twins (11) greeted my 
arrival at our camper with 
a wheelbarrow full of logs, 

-
-

member the Toblerone and 
strawberries?” their sister 
asked. Alas, I did not and 

we settled for roasted marshmallows versus their favourite 

With my guys happily seeding on the holiday Monday, 

-
cause that was pea stubble.” Really? Well, whatever, and off 
we went, through the creek where we saw a moose, a fox 
and several ducks out swimming. Fortunately, we did not 

picked up a set of antlers, they shouted, “There’s wood-
ticks on here—female ones and male ones.” Okay, so I have 
pulled a lot of woodticks off a lot of kids, cats and dogs, but 
I have never held one up close enough or long enough to 
take that close of a look. Who knew?

With seeding now in full swing (well, until it rains again), 
the twins have planted their own crop of wheat. It’s a patch 
about four feet by six feet, not far from the dog house. They 
carefully fenced it off with some sticks and chicken wire, 
though not quite enough chicken wire apparently. “Grand-
ma, do you have any chicken wire at your house in town?” 
they came running to ask. “Sorry, guys, I am presently all 
out of chicken wire,” I told them and then suggested they 

by-side to who knows where, returning moments later with 
a handful of twine that very quickly was wrapped from 
post to post at several different heights to create a barrier to 
dogs who might dig up their ‘crop.’

And so, as I watched these two young farmers at work 
and at play, I couldn’t help but think how their whole 
world revolves around the farm. They had popped into my 
RV at 8:00 one morning, ready for a snack since breakfast 
had been an hour or two before that and they had been 

-
al-biking, side-by-siding, 
gathering cut wood for the 

-
ting lawn (oh that old-style 
environmentally friendly 
push mower they got for 
their birthday was a big hit), 
playing ball, picking wood-
ticks off the dogs, picking 
twine and a multitude of 
who knows what. If those 

boys didn’t have to go inside to eat, they would have spent 
the entire day outdoors just as their dad did on this same 
farm back in his day. 

At the end of the day it was obvious to me that the twins 
had found the day too short to get everything in that they 
had hoped to because there was this dual groan from them 
when their mom called them in Monday night at 8:00. “It’s 
not even dark yet,” one said.  “Wish there was no school 
tomorrow,” said the other, both nodding at that sentiment 

house.
As I contemplate the enthusiasm these young farmers 

show on the farm, I can’t help but think of the amount of 
information they absorb as they go about their day and 
about the huge differences the farming industry has under-
gone since I was their age. Remember seeding with the old 
press drill? The days spent summerfallowing? Oh and how 
about the days picking square bales by hand and then get-
ting them up the bale elevator into the loft? I am pretty sure 
my legs still carry the scars of the old alfalfa bales we would 
pick every haying season.

-
ure. After all if we had had a choice to work smarter and 
not harder in our day, maybe we would have! Advances in 
technology will keep on growing exponentially and will be 
the norm long after we are no longer farming. I am pretty 
sure we will leave agriculture to very smart, tech-savvy, 
work smarter/not harder farmers who will one day look 
back and chuckle on how “it used to be done in the olden 
days.”

As we work our way through spring seeding 2022, here’s 
hoping our farmer friends stay high and dry and that all 
those in the ag industry, whether in sales or parts or buying 
grain or manufacturing or input supplies or whatever it is 
will keep on seeing agriculture as an industry well worth 
being part of. 

Happy seeding folks!
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Farmers ‘mucking it in’ with late seeding
Continued from front

“If it was a couple weeks earlier I would like to just sit 
back and let it dry up a bit so we could do a better job, 
but with the crop insurance deadline lingering, we just 
have  no choice but to keep moving forward,” said Mc-
Corriston.

He also added that the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation (SCIC) which provides insurance for crops 
experiencing a loss in yield, does not help him drastically.

“The unseeded acreage from crop insurance, I feel is 
inadequate. In order to qualify for unseeded acreage on 

frustrating because depending on what neck of the woods 
you’re farming in, it can really change,” McCorriston said.

“We have land over by Fleming and it has small pot-
holes that you just go around, well no matter how many 
times you go around them you can’t leave an area large 

north of Moosomin, north of the airport, there’s giant ar-
eas that are saturated. 

“I feel like the program has its points, but it’s not tai-

-
mum does work in some areas, and in other areas the plan 
doesn’t work at all because you just go around these little 

they would need to be lumped together.”
McCorriston said he will be applying for Crop Insur-

ance for the areas that are eligible on his farm.
“I’ll be applying. On average, for example, I’ve got one 

“It’s an unreal amount of land that is not going to be 
seeded this year and I’ll be putting in a claim for unseed-
ed acres on the land, it’s just not all of it will qualify un-
fortunately, but I feel it should.

years that has been planted every year, now this year we 
have to leave it behind. I’m hoping more farmers speak 

the farmers’ needs.” 
McCorriston said he started seeding a couple weeks 

ago, but had to stop and continue, in between cold weath-
er conditions.

have to dance around. Plus the costs for diesel fuel, it’s 
near two dollars a litre and it’s just extra expense in an 
expensive year,” said McCorriston.

-
ted producers this year compared to the drought they 
faced last year.

a   grain farming perspective we got too much,” said Mc-
Corriston.

“It would’ve been a lot better, as my grandpa would 
say, “to seed in the dust and let your bins bust,” we want-
ed and needed the rain, I just wish it didn’t happen quite 
so fast. I thought we would have more of a transition 
period where we would have a dry year, then it would 
slowly get a little bit wetter. I didn’t think we’d go from 
dealing with too dry to too wet, but Saskatchewan is the 
land of extremes and I did anticipate it would be this wet 
again, I just didn’t think it would be, a year right after the 
drought.

as well and the grass is green. Before, the pastures were 
really suffering over the last couple of years, it’s nice from 
a cattle farming aspect, because the pastures were really 
taking a beating and I’m hoping this year, with the extra 
rains and an early start to green grass, maybe the pastures 
will make a rebound.”

McCorriston said he is concerned about the weather 
conditions being adequate throughout the summer. 

“One of my biggest fears—and I’ve seen it happen 
before—is we get all this rain in the wrong season then 
Mother Nature forgets about us in the summer time when 
we can appreciate or use some rain,” he said.

“In June or July or August, I’m always scared we won’t 
get rain, but it’s one of those aspects of dealing with agri-
culture, Mother Nature dictates those terms and you have 
to deal with them and do your best.” 

Wet conditions have
benefitted cattle farmers 

Scott Mannle, who farms on the border between Silver-
wood and Willowdale, said the wet conditions from the 

the sloughs the cattle use to drink from in the summer 
time, are all full,” Mannle said.

“That’s put us in really good shape because we haven’t 
had any runoff for the last two springs, and people had 
to haul water, there were water issues with cattle in the 

summer because the levels of the dugouts and sloughs 
were so low.

“Everything is full right to the brim, we just need some 
heat and then we’re well on our way for the grass situa-
tion, which is a welcome relief after a long winter of ex-
pensive feed, and limited amounts of it, too.” 

Mannle shared his thoughts about what he thinks the 
year will be like for cattle producers.

“For the summer I think we’ll need some rain in June 
and July when it gets hot, and we need that for the crop 
and everything else, but as far as things go right now 
we’re in pretty good shape,” he said.

“We shouldn’t have any water issues this summer be-
cause the dugouts started full, whereas last spring they 
started half full to begin with, and by the end of the sum-
mer without any rain, we were empty.

“I think even if we have a summer with limited mois-
ture we would still have enough water, it wouldn’t be one 
of our main concerns.” 

Looking back to last year’s cattle season and the 
drought that the prairies faced, Mannle was asked if this 
year’s moisture conditions will be an advantage for the 
season.

“For us as cattle farmers, we’re still looking at high feed 
grain prices come fall time, based on what contracts are 
available right now, that is still a concern for us,” Mannle 
said.

“We’re hoping for a big crop, to have a little more access 
to grain, which will help feed grain prices and ultimately 
help feed cattle prices. 

“Things are somewhat optimistic in the agriculture in-
dustry as a whole, I wish that all western provinces were 
getting the rain we’ve gotten, and the moisture every-
where because I know there’s still some places that are ex-
tremely dry, but we need a two-week stretch of weather to 
get this crop in and get it going. The later we get it in, the 
less optimism there is for bumper crop going forward.”

Hruska says it’s not 
too late for a good yield 

Kevin Hruska, who farms in the north of Esterhazy, 
Bredenbury and Langenburg areas, shared his thoughts 
on seeding starting in late spring of this year. 

“We started late because of the moisture and when you 
do get going it’s slow, you just don’t have the coverage 
you normally do because you’re struggling with wet con-
ditions and you’re still trying to do a good job, it’s sort of 
double jeopardy I guess,” Hruska said.

“I think everyone has started seeding now. We are well 
on our way, we’re approaching half way, we’re quite not 
there yet but we’ll be there fairly soon. I would say we’re 
a little ahead of the norm for our area, what we did is 
when it seemed like it was going to be wet, we started 

up.”
Hruska said he and his team started seeding almost 

two weeks ago, but had to shut down because of the rain 
and continue after. 

the clock because we don’t want someone getting stuck in 
the middle of the night, ” he said.

“We’re putting in big days, but we always did. At the 
same time, these conditions aren’t totally unusual, once in 
a while these things come around. This isn’t like a one-in-
a-hundred years type of thing, unfortunately it happens 
too often.”

said the best case scenario for this years crops is for it to 
stop raining.

“For the rest of the year we need it to stop raining now, 
and put our seeding in. You’ve seen crops be seeded two 
weeks late and it’s only one week late at the end,” he said.

“It catches up a little bit, you might lose a little yield or 
something, it’s not the end of the world yet, it all depends 
how the summer goes. If we get good rain, the frost might 
be a risk, but if it stops raining in the summer and the sun 
is burning, then we won’t be concerned about frost in the 
fall.”

Compared to last year’s drought, Hruska said there 
was an upside to seeing moisture this year.

“Rain makes grain, I 
think when it rains it in-
dicates that we’re not in a 
big drought trend, I think 
it’s an indicator that it can 
rain,” he said.

“When there’s a little bit 
of moisture around, mois-
ture brings more moisture. 
We didn’t get as much pre-
cipitation as our friends 
who are south and east 
of us, which we’re grate-
ful for that and wish them 
luck.”

Hruska said the weather temperatures is what will dic-
tate this year’s yield being good.

“I think the biggest thing is not the precipitation we got, 
but the lack of warmth. The lack of warmth and the late 
disappearance of the snow is the harmful part,” he said.

“I seeded through a snow bank today. That’s the thing 
that’s different about this year, not the inches of rain, but 
the fact that we had no heat when the snow came.

“I wish all my farmer friends good luck for this year, 
please tell them that.”

Excess moisture has helped
some grain farmers this year   

Trevor Green, APAS representative, said some farmers 
have reached out to him about seeding in recent wet con-
ditions. 

“I haven’t heard too many guys getting stuck, but 

equipment getting stuck and stuff, but I haven’t heard too 
many people,” Green said.

“As long as we miss the rains that are supposed to come 
in the next couple of weeks, it’s going to be good. There’s 
nice seeding conditions in a lot of areas right now, but 

be a lot of potholes that are not going to get seeded this 
year because of that.”

With the excess moisture from the wet weather condi-
tions, he said there is an advantage for farmers.  

“The crops are going to have a better start I think this 
year than last year, last year it was really dry this time of 
year,” he said.

However Green pointed out that producers who do not 
have sectional control for their seeding equipment will 
lose on input costs. 

to pay off because of all the overlap, for anyone who has 
a big drill and doesn’t have any sectional control there’s 

overlap and seed overlap,” Green said.

runs over a spot that is already seeded, the machine using 
the GPS will shut those sections off so you’re not double 
seeding and double fertilizing. 

costs pretty quick, especially with the price of fertilizer 
now, it’s almost become a necessity on large drills.”

seeding should be in mid-June.

days or so, but there are 
also farmers who are just 
starting now, they’ll be 
done in about two or three 
weeks.”

Green was asked what 
the best case scenario 
would be for this year’s 
crops.

“You never have a crys-
tal ball, but it looks like it’s 
going to get a good start, 
we’re still going to need 
some timely rains to come 
at the end of June, and end 
of July,” he said.

“Timely rains will be the 
difference between an ex-
cellent crop and an average 
crop, you have good soil 
moisture to get it going, 
but it needs timely rains 
to make an above average 
crop. As long as we get 
those, it could be a good 
average year.” 
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Food supply chain hangovers due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the impact of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have 
resulted in questions about the global nature of our food 
systems.

Some suggest we need to deglobalize and refocus our 
energy on making most economies around the world food 
sovereign, including Canada’s.

Given what the world is about to face this year, with ma-
jor famine as millions experience acute hunger, it’s hard to 
argue against such a claim. But global trade over the years, 
especially for Canada, has been nothing short of a godsend 
and brushing any of it to the side would be to our detri-
ment.

We should be clear on one fundamental reality: The 
world is still all about the United States and China. Every-
one else adjusts along the way, including Canada. Thirty-

China is also America’s leading customer.
So Canada matters very little in the grand scheme of 

things, at least right now. Still, the world is in deep trouble.
About 15 per cent of all calories on Earth come from 

With Ukraine out of the supply mix, coupled with sanc-

exports come from that region. We’re going to be short on 
wheat, corn, barley and many other commodities.

famine or acute hunger, something the world has never 
seen before.

agricultural commodities. Canada’s contribution, along 
with the U.S. and parts of Europe, occurs in the fall.

With U.S. President Joe Biden’s recent ethanol mandate, 

fuel obsession is back, despite the looming crisis.

food will become more expensive. Poor nations always 

like Canada will secure food supplies by paying more. 
Poor countries have no capacity to store calories at all.

Germany, typically a big buyer of Ukrainian commodi-
ties, stated that retail food prices could increase by as much 

buying and even hoarding what they can get to secure sup-
plies needed for the next several months.

China is basically the only nation that could bridge the 
-

derscored enough.
Of some of the challenges we face, fertilizer access is cer-

tainly key. These critical inputs for farmers cost on average 

Farmers need fertilizers to produce crops, but the market is 
controlled by a handful of multinational companies –some 
of them are in Canada – that supply-manage their products 

We’re also paying for years of bashing generic engineer-
ing in the media by groups that have used fear to put for-

Additionally, groups have recklessly lobbied city coun-
cils and provincial governments to ban the use of chemi-
cals that make agriculture more cost-effective. The approv-
al process for new traits for new crops can take years in 
many developed countries, including Canada.

Agriculture is and will always be about technologies. 

organisms (GMOs) will have to accept that.
And now, many people are talking about deglobalizing 

our food economy. Deglobalization occurs when the eco-
nomic interdependence between nations declines.

For Canada, this would be a problem. Canada is one of 
the largest countries in the world in terms of land, with 
fewer than 39 million people. Deglobalization essentially 
means Canadians will face a reduction in their standard of 

Trade also makes our food more diverse and affordable. 
But this doesn’t mean our approach to trade doesn’t need 

High-functioning food systems aren’t immune to de-
structive forces like climate change or a global pandemic. 
We know that. Tyrants like Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin can only make matters worse.

A new globalization agenda would require that nations 
adhere to acceptable humanitarian conduct to participate 
in a global economy.

Nations would also need to ensure farmers aren’t held 
hostage by the powerful companies controlling the fertil-
izer industry. That needs to change, and Canada can do 
something about it.

-
cient and more productive through a solid food autonomy 
strategy. The only province that has a food autonomy strat-
egy is Quebec.

Canada needs a pathway to produce more food in an 
open economy, offering us better access and affordable 
prices while growing our agriculture through trade in a 
sustainable matter.

A comprehensive strategy would include sustainable 
water practices and the use of renewable energy to support 
production. If we do things right in Canada, in a few de-
cades we could end up supplying water-scarce California 
with food rather than the other way around.

Bold thinking requires an audacious strategy. Canada 
can do better since we have so much to offer.

Global trade has worked for the betterment of the world. 
But attaining more resiliency is still a work in progress, 
whether we like it or not.

 
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food ana-

lytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dal-
housie University. 

The world is on the brink of a food shortage
famine or acute hunger, something we’ve never seen before

Amendments to the Provincial Sales 
Tax (PST) regulations will provide greater 
clarity to farmers and help ensure that 
PST is applied fairly and consistently to 
farming and agricultural goods and ser-
vices.

“After speaking with agricultural orga-
nizations in our province, we heard con-
cerns that PST was inconsistently applied 
to farming and agricultural activity,” Dep-
uty Premier and Finance Minister Donna 
Harpauer said. “The changes to the PST 
regulations will be more equitable, consis-
tent and protect farmers against perceived 
‘PST creep’ in farming activity.”

-
emptions were made through regulation 
changes. These exemptions include:

• prefabricated wind breaker panels for 
use in the protection and handling of live-
stock

fences
• certain farm equipment attached to a 

registered vehicle
• on-farm dugout excavation and for 

-
lated to farming)

following products are also exempt from 

• water storage tanks used in spraying 
or irrigating crops

• storage tanks for weed control chemi-
cals, insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, 
liquid fertilizer

or application 
• portable seed cleaners used on-farm 

by farmers in preparing their crop for 
storage or market (farmers in the business 
of seed cleaning must pay PST on their 
seed cleaning equipment)

• farm tractors 

have been rising the last couple of years, 
cattle producers, and all farmers, simply 
cannot pass along higher costs including 
taxes,” Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation Chair Arnold Balicki said. “The 
recognition of this by the Government 
of Saskatchewan when it comes to PST 
on several important farm related goods 
and activities is appreciated by Saskatch-
ewan’s cattle producers. Keeping this tax 
out of the industry helps keep it on a level 

competitive in the long run.”
The estimated, annual cost of these 

changes is about $1 million. The Ministry 

of Finance is also beginning discussions 
about modernizing the agriculture and 

farming section of PST legislation, to po-
tentially be considered in future budgets.

Changes to PST will benefit farmers and ag industry

Sylvain Charlebois
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A Quebec-based group is leading a class-action lawsuit 
aimed at major federally-licensed beef packers. Cargill, JBS 
Foods, Tyson Foods and National Beef Packing are all ac-

So if you’re a consumer in Quebec who’s been buying 
-

and the group will hear from the courts later this year.
This claim doesn’t appear to surprise anyone. Food pric-

es have been skyrocketing for a while, especially beef. Ac-
cording to Statistics Canada, while ground beef is up only 

out.
Farmers have long complained about how little they get 

versus how retail prices behave at the grocery store. The 
correlation between the price farmers receive and retail 
prices has always been weak for most products. But con-
sumers are noticing, and some groups are acting on con-
cerns that something may not be quite right.

What’s perplexing about the claim is how it only aims 
at a handful of packers. If collusion did occur at the meat 
counter, many other companies would have arguably ben-

on meat sales in food retailing, so grocers would have also 

The claim is likely inspired by what has happened in the 
United States in recent months. In December, the White 

meat-packing sector have spectacularly increased, by over 

American lawsuit in which the company was accused of 
conspiring to boost beef prices. They never admitted guilt 
in the deal, though. Cargill, National Beef Packing and 
Tyson Foods were also named in the case, the same com-

Tyson is publicly traded.

fool around. When Congress and the White House have 
concerns, they act on them. In Canada, not so much.

alleged industry-wide operation, opened the door to some 

strategically threw everyone in the industry under the bus 

By admitting guilt and supporting the investigation, 

The investigation didn’t provide evidence to prosecute 
anyone else, even though bread prices went up dramati-
cally while the scheme was ongoing.

ahead with a class-action lawsuit against the bread indus-
try. So the beef claim is the second lawsuit we’ve seen in 
Canada in just a few months.

Some will say these class-action lawsuits are often 

money or cheap publicity. Perhaps, but with higher food 
prices and Canada’s inability to forcefully monitor retail 
food prices, these allegations are likely going to make a 
valuable point.

Canada is really data poor compared to the United 
States. Statistics Canada doesn’t really report small details 
about what’s going on with all food categories, at least not 

is underestimated in Canada since Statistics Canada only 

With strong data, American institutions can and will use 
the stick. In Canada, we pursue companies in hopes they 
blink. What doesn’t help is how under-resourced the Com-
petition Bureau is. This needs to change.

At the heart of it all is how we measure greed, or at least 
how we should measure it. How much is too much, given 
the relatively small margins in the agri-food industry?

steak and willfully paid for it while many other options are 
offered, you can argue the grocer gave choices. But with 
higher food prices, our inability to measure or detect greed 
in the system will become more obvious. And consumer 
trust is at stake.

We need to act before skepticism in Canada grows even 
further.

 
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food ana-

lytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dal-
housie University. 

Is greed driving the beef industry to a legal showdown?

Sylvain Charlebois

BY TREVOR BACQUE
Farming is as much an individual career as it is com-

munal. From the tight-knit communities formed through 
agriculture and rural living to family-like relations often 

farmers own their equipment by themselves. However, 
with sky-high iron prices, many opt to share.

share grain buggies with friends and neighbours going 
back more than a decade. With an old livestock barn on 
their property sitting empty, they thought there was a way 
to repurpose it. At that same time, a neighbour needed a 
place to store a pair of grain buggies over winter. A quick 
solution was born: the Maws store the grain buggies and, 
as payment, use them at harvest time at no charge.

it’s a small price to pay for not having to make outright 
purchases on expensive machinery.

-

us through for a couple years . . . it’s an advantage for a 

Julie encourages farmers to make communication the 
number one goal when deciding to share equipment and 
make certain everyone’s expectations are in sync.

“Make sure everyone has a clear understanding up 
front of what’s expected, when one plans to use it and 

Thinking about sharing?

Consider a formal agreement
While communication is important, having a formal 

agreement in place can help ensure expectations are clear, 
understood and agreed upon. A formal document can 
mitigate any disagreements or misunderstandings. After 
all, equipment sharing is a business transaction like any 
other.

shares on land shares and design a living document that 
provides legal direction should land-based percentages 
change. The share of equipment may differ from person 

-
tenance also comes into play, so no one person is footing 
the bill or making maintenance decisions exclusively.

This type of arrangement provides solid direction go-
ing forward.

Farmers still
find reasons to

share equipment
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 Custom Decks
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Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is prepared 
to work with customers concerned about 

FCC ready to work with
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AgriInsurance seeding deadline for soybeans extended
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BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
The popularity of online equipment 

auctions has taken off in the last few years 
but, there’s one item for sale buyers would 
like to see more of—used equipment.

Sales of used equipment are usually ro-
bust when new equipment manufactur-
ers face challenges, such as those with the 
supply chain.

One way buyers can purchase used 
equipment is through auctions. While 
there has been less in-person auctions, on-
line auction numbers have surged, espe-
cially timed auctions.

Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers started host-
ing online auctions in 2002, but most of 
its business remained in conjunction with 
live auctions. The popularity of timed auc-
tions took off at the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic in early 2020, says Luke Frit-
shaw, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers regional 
sales manager in Saskatoon.

Timed auctions ins and outs
Bidding no longer opens when an auc-

before auction. This allows customers 
to put in their maximum bids early and 
avoid sitting to watch the auction and wait 
for their item.

Since timed auctions are held online, 
bidders can take more time to place their 
bid from the comfort of their homes. 
Though that may mean higher prices, 
since bidders have longer to consider the 
purchase.

At some auction houses, the time left 
on the bid is reset if a bid is placed in the 
last two minutes of the sale. That provides 
customers with additional time to decide 
how high they’re willing to go with their 
bidding.

“It’s just a lot more accessible. More cus-
tomers can manage their time and busi-
ness, and still be able to bid on equipment 
a few days before. Or, they don’t have to 
sit down until minutes before the actual 
closing time,” Fritshaw says.

Do your research
Buyers need to do their research, and 

that’s possible even in most consignment 

sales. The equipment comes from repu-
table consumers or dealerships who can 

-
ing can easily be arranged.

Buyers want lots of pictures and infor-
mation on auction websites so they can 
make purchase decisions without ever 
seeing the equipment in person.

It’s interesting to note that sometimes 
even local people bid online to save them-
selves time. And they can also bid anony-
mously.

Sellers, consult your accountant
-

ing about having a farm sale should be 

and tax advice. Farmers will want to mini-
mize tax implications, considering the 

will produce.
An important aspect is choosing a good 

time for a farm sale. March/April, June/
July and October/December are usually 
considered optimal months for a farm 
auction. Some auction houses like Ritchie 
Bros. try to avoid auctions in the busy 
farming months as farmers are focused on 
either putting the crop in or taking it off.

Another factor to consider is that most 
buyers want to talk to the seller about 
their equipment. Many potential buyers 
feel they can get a lot of good information 
from the farmer who has owned, operated 
and serviced the equipment to be sold. The 

auction company doesn’t know the history 
of the equipment like the owner does. In 
some cases, a potential buyer will request 
that an independent mechanic examine a 
piece of equipment in advance of a sale.

it should be arranged before the auction. 
Most farmers factor in after-sale costs such 
as trucking, but it’s wise to research this 
beforehand to avoid surprises.

Early bids
Timed auctions won’t completely re-

place live bidding, but they will remain 
an option. Buyers still have a desire to get 
together with others at live auctions, but 

the timed auction system.”

How the rise of online auctions is changing used farm equipment sales

Buyers want lots of pictures and information on auction websites.
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Furniture & Electronics
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Elize Steyn submitted these photos of seeding in the RM of Sil-

verwood as part of the World-Spectator’s Spring Seeding Contest. 

Spring seeding photos can be sent to photos@world-spectator.com 

for a chance to win $100 and have your photos displayed in the paper.
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for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – May 31, 2022. 
Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2022 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.
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0%    60
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UNIVERSE 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is prepared 
to work with Manitoba customers con-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

FCC ready to work with customers affected 
by widespread flooding in Manitoba
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2022 Cattle and hog outlook update:

Mixed profitability for Canada’s red meat sectors
BY JUSTIN SHEPHERD

ECONOMIST WITH FCC
The Russian invasion of Ukraine has 

changed the feed cost outlook for 2022, 
and stronger price volatility will continue 
for the remainder of the year, challenging 

Cattle prices in 2022 are forecasted to 

remain under pressure due to high feed 
-

-

-
-

lower compared to Ontario, according to 

may also put pressure on feeder hog prices 

-

red meat demand, as three dominant forc-

-

ing dominance in addition to the war in 
Ukraine and weather-related impacts on 

China’s impressive efforts
to rebuild hog herd and shifting

export destinations

grow around 7 pre cent YoY, up from the 

-
pated recovery of the Chinese hog herd 
is reducing Canadian pork export oppor-

-

to increase for the third straight year, with 
the USDA forecasting an increase of 4 per 

Chinese imports of Canadian pork 
-
-

was the lowest in three years, they remain 

-

suggest strong demand for Canadian pork 

Continued on Page B19 

Table 1: Livestock prices ($/cwt) are expected to improve YoY and to 
exceed the 5-year average

Figure 1: Chinese ’22 pork production growth larger than anticipated – 
reducing pork imports  

Figure 2: United States largest destination for Canadian pork exports 
in Q1 
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Saskatchewan agriculture 

helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 

MLA
MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St.

Moosomin, SK

2022 Cattle and hog outlook update:

Mixed profi tability for Canada’s red meat sectors

Figure 3: Canadian tame hay acres
and production in a downward trend

Table 2: Feed prices remain elevated

Figure 4: Monthly average Canadian retail protein price ratios

Continued from Page B18

Lack of feed availability
and strong prices in Canada

Since the initial outlook, feed availabili-
ty has further deteriorated with tight glob-
al stocks and increased market uncertainty 
due to the war in Ukraine. Feed costs for 

cantly compared to 2021 for both feed 
barley and corn (Table 2). Canadian crop 
year purchases of corn from the U.S. are a 
record 3.7 million tonnes due to reduced 
grain production in western Canada.

One of the key feeds to watch this spring 
is tame hay. Last year’s Prairie drought 
wreaked havoc on production, causing a 

average (Figure 3) and the lowest overall 
production since 1949. Acres harvested 
for hay have been trending downward 
since the 2003 peak, and 2022 spring did 
not help get cattle back out on the grass. 
Heavy April snowfall in eastern Saskatch-
ewan/Manitoba and drought conditions 
in Alberta and southwest Saskatchewan 
meant producers had to continue feed-
ing hay. Hay prices were up 71 per cent in 
February YoY and should stay high until 

stocks can be rebuilt this summer. Spring 
and summer rains will be needed to help 
western cattle producers. Conversely, hay 
production in eastern Canada was ex-
tremely strong and supportive of produc-
er margins.

for beef led to the protein retail price in-
crease, while pork’s 6.4 per cent YoY in-
crease was the lowest relative to other 
proteins such as chicken (7.4 per cent) and 
dairy (9.0 per cent). As consumers head 
into grilling season, beef has become more 
expensive relative to pork (Figure 4). Pork 
has become cheaper relative to both chick-
en and beef. Poultry, especially turkey and 
eggs, will likely continue to appreciate in 

hitting North America hard.

at high levels given higher costs across the 
entire supply chain and the strong domes-
tic and global demand for proteins. Yet, 

operations remains elusive in the current 
environment. A strong 2022 crop would 
certainly bring relief to feed costs.  
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