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A farmer seeding between Moosomin and Rocanville last week. Despite snow and rain just a few days earlier, farmers were out in their ﬁelds.

Farmers ‘mucking it in’ with late seeding
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Local farmers in Southeast Saskatchewan share their
experience of what it is like seeding in wet conditions
during late spring.
“It’s slow going, a little frustrating. I’ve been stuck
multiple times, we have to keep an extra four-wheel tractor out with us all the time just to pull the tractor out,
rather than unhooking all the hydraulic lines,” said Mark
McCorriston, a grain farmer who farms west of Moosomin.
“We’re probably losing 10 to 15 per cent of the cultivated acres on average because those acres are too wet, they
either have water lying in them or they’re just muddy

and wet. Other than that, we’re trying to keep moving
forward but it’s slow going, lots of overlap, lots of turning and small necks, islands and stuff like that this year.”
McCorriston said he and his team have been working
ORQJKRXUVHYHU\GD\LQRUGHUWRÀQLVKWKHLUVHHGLQJE\
early June.
“In a typical day, we try to meet at the farm for 5 a.m.,
and usually between 9 p.m. and 10 p.m., we quit and
head back,” he said.
“It’s long days and it’s hard on everyone because you
get tired, you’re usually frustrated and may get a little
grumpy, but everyone just tries to work their best and
move forward.”

In addition to the snowstorms in April, a major rainfall
hit the southeast area on May 13. McCorriston was asked
what the best case scenario would be for this year’s crop.
´8QIRUWXQDWHO\ ZH·UH WKH GHÀQLWLRQ RI ZKDW P\ GDG
would call, “mucking it in.” I’m still hoping for maybe
below or average yield, but it’s unfortunate that what
grew our best crop last year, some of those low areas are
just lying in water now,” he said.
“It’s hard when you know that you’re missing your
most prime wetter land that grows good crops, and unfortunately we’re running out of time. It’s past the May
long weekend, and we’ve decided to just try keep moving ahead.”
Continued on page B10 

We have the best
Wheat & Barley Varieties!
CALL/TEXT

Glen Crosson: 306.608.9009
Lorne Crosson: 306.435.7148

websterseedfarm.ca

If we don’t have what you want,
we will bring it in for you!

 Wheatland  Synergy
 Starbuck
 Connect
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Left: The sun setting behind the Parrish and Heimbecker terminal west
of Moosomin last week.
Kevin Weedmark photo

PRE-HAYING
CONSIGNMENT SALE
ONLINE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
BRANDON, MB
JUNE 11, 2022 ONLINE TIMED ONLY

JUNE 11th CONSIGNMENT SALE

To consign your equipment call 204-727-2001
Delivery of consignments for this sale will be accepted from
May 10th to June 1st (Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm)

Bidding opens June 6th @ 9am
Lots start to close June 11th @ 10am
Fraser Auction Service P: 204-727-2001 | TF:1-800-483-5856 | Email: office@fraserauction.com
Like us
Fraser Auction Service Ltd. | Follow us @fraserauction

Bid at fraserauction.com
Brandon, MB | Auctioneer: Scott Campbell / Jesse Campbell
Licensed and bonded. P.L. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.A.A., A.A.A., A.A.C

22042PR0

GET SET FOR

SEEDING!
Check out our selection of

Air Seeder Hose
Tow Straps
Water Pumps

ROCANVILLE, SK

LANGENBURG, SK

306-645-2112

306-743-2332
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A farmer cultivating a ﬁeld between Moosomin and Rocanville last week.

Saskatchewan Crop Report

Seeding progressing slowly in SE Sask
Seeding is progressing slowly in Southeast Saskatchewan with the most progress being seen in the western
half of the region. Forty-four per cent of the crop is now
in the ground, up from 17 per cent last week but behind
WKH ÀYH\HDU DYHUDJH   RI  SHU FHQW IRU WKLV
time of year. Seeding has been continually delayed due
to rain, snow and cool weather since the beginning of the
JURZLQJVHDVRQ
&RPSDUHGWRSUHYLRXVZHHNVWKHUHZDVOHVVSUHFLSLWDWLRQUHFHLYHGDFURVVWKHUHJLRQKRZHYHUVRPHDUHDVVWLOO
UHFHLYHGHQRXJKUDLQWRGHOD\VHHGLQJIRUDFRXSOHGD\V
7KH 0RRVRPLQ DUHD UHFHLYHG  PP WKH *UHQIHOO DUHD
PPWKH,QGLDQ+HDGDUHDPPDQGWKH%URDGYLHZ
DQG2GHVVDDUHDVPP+HDWLVQRZQHHGHGWRDFFHOHUate growth of both crop and pasture land since adequate
PRLVWXUHKDVEHHQUHFHLYHGVRIDU
7KHWRSVRLOPRLVWXUHOHYHOVDFURVVWKHUHJLRQFRQWLQXH
WRLPSURYH&URSODQGWRSVRLOPRLVWXUHLVUDWHGDVSHU
FHQW VXUSOXV  SHU FHQW DGHTXDWH WKUHH SHU FHQW VKRUW
DQGWKUHHSHUFHQWYHU\VKRUW+D\DQGSDVWXUHODQGWRSVRLO PRLVWXUH LV UDWHG DV VHYHQ SHU FHQW VXUSOXV  SHU
FHQWDGHTXDWHQLQHSHUFHQWVKRUWDQGWKUHHSHUFHQWYHU\
VKRUW 3DVWXUH FRQGLWLRQV DUH UDWHG DV  SHU FHQW H[FHOOHQWSHUFHQWJRRGSHUFHQWIDLUIRXUSHUFHQWSRRU
DQGRQHSHUFHQWYHU\SRRU
'XHWRFRROUDLQ\ZHDWKHURYHUWKHSDVWVHYHUDOZHHNV
FURSHPHUJHQFHZDVVORZDQGQRZGHYHORSPHQWRIPRVW
crops in the region are rated as being behind normal.
Most of the crop damage that did occur this week was
GXHWRIURVWDQGÁRRGLQJ
Seeding progress climbed throughout many regions of
WKHHQWLUHSURYLQFHLQWKHSDVWZHHNGHVSLWHDVWRUPWKDW
EURXJKWVQRZDQGUDLQWRSDUWVRIWKHSURYLQFH)LIW\WZR
SHUFHQWRIWKHFURSLVQRZVHHGHGXSIURPSHU
FHQWODVWZHHN7KLVLVVWLOOEHKLQGWKHÀYH\HDUDYHUDJH
 RISHUFHQWIRUWKLVWLPHRI\HDU7KHUDLQIDOO
UHFHLYHGRYHUWKHSDVWZHHNLQGULHUDUHDVZLOOKHOSLPSURYHVRLOPRLVWXUHFRQGLWLRQVDQGHVWDEOLVKPHQWRIHDUO\
seeded crops.
7KH ZHVW FHQWUDO UHJLRQ LV WKH IDUWKHVW DORQJ ZLWK 
SHU FHQW RI WKH FURS VHHGHG 6HYHQW\VL[ SHU FHQW RI WKH
crop is seeded in the northwest, 73 per cent seeded in the
VRXWKZHVWSHUFHQWVHHGHGLQWKHVRXWKHDVWSHUFHQW
VHHGHGLQWKHQRUWKHDVWDQGSHUFHQWVHHGHGLQWKHHDVW
FHQWUDOUHJLRQRIWKHSURYLQFH
7KHHDVWUHFHLYHGVLJQLÀFDQWDPRXQWVRISUHFLSLWDWLRQ
7KH+XGVRQ%D\DUHDUHSRUWHGPPWKH-HGEXUJKDUHD
PPWKH5DPDDUHDPPWKH,QGLDQ+HDGDUHD
PPDQGWKH%LJJDUDQG&DQGRDUHDVPP:KLOHUDLQ
LVZHOFRPHLQWKHHDVWHUQKDOIRIWKHSURYLQFHPDQ\SURducers are eager to continue their seeding operations.
6RLOPRLVWXUHFRQWLQXHVWRLPSURYHDFURVVWKHSURYLQFH
mainly in the eastern regions where most of the spring
SUHFLSLWDWLRQZDVUHFHLYHG&URSODQGWRSVRLOPRLVWXUHLV
UDWHGDVSHUFHQWVXUSOXVSHUFHQWDGHTXDWHSHU

FHQWVKRUWDQGQLQHSHUFHQWYHU\VKRUW+D\DQGSDVWXUH
ODQGWRSVRLOPRLVWXUHLVUDWHGDVVL[SHUFHQWVXUSOXV
SHUFHQWDGHTXDWHSHUFHQWVKRUWDQGHOHYHQSHUFHQW
YHU\VKRUW
3DVWXUHFRQGLWLRQVDUHUDWHGDVSHUFHQWH[FHOOHQW
per cent good, 36 per cent fair, 16 per cent poor and 11 per
FHQW YHU\ SRRU 3DVWXUHV LQ WKH ZHVWHUQ KDOI RI SURYLQFH
DUHVWUXJJOLQJWRHVWDEOLVKWKLVVSULQJGXHWRYHU\OLPLWHG
SUHFLSLWDWLRQ FDXVLQJ PDQ\ OLYHVWRFN SURGXFHUV LQ WKH
area to continue to feed cattle on farm.

(DUOLHU VHHGHG FURSV KDYH VWDUWHG WR HPHUJH ZKHUH
PRLVWXUH LV VXIÀFLHQW EXW FRRO ZHDWKHU RYHU WKH SDVW
ZHHNKDVVORZHGGHYHORSPHQWRIPDQ\FURSV,QJHQHUDO
PRVWFURSVDUHUDWHGDVQRUPDOIRUWKHLUGHYHORSPHQWH[cept for canola, which was rated as 67 per cent behind.
7KLVLVOLNHO\GXHWRWKHH[WUHPHO\GU\FRQGLWLRQVLQWKH
southwest and west central regions, delaying growth and
WKHUHFHQWFRROZHDWKHUDFURVVWKHZKROHSURYLQFH0RVW
RIWKHFURSGDPDJHWKLVZHHNZDVGXHWRPLQRUÁRRGLQJ
OLJKWIURVWVGURXJKWFRQGLWLRQVDQGÁHDEHHWOHV

A. Pethick Farm
& Custom Ag
Now offering:

CUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:

•
•
•
•
•

Custom Spraying
Custom Haying
Custom Swathing
Custom Combining
Dribble Band Fertilizing

Custom Silage
Chopping
Full or Partial
Service Available

Plus more! Please inquire!

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361

TED
204.512.0754
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FCC supports beef sustainability program
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) has created a new offering to attract and recognize Canadian beef producers
FHUWLÀHGWRVXVWDLQDELOLW\VWDQGDUGVVHWE\WKH&DQDGLDQ
5RXQGWDEOHIRU6XVWDLQDEOH%HHI &56% 
7KH)&&6XVWDLQDELOLW\,QFHQWLYH3URJUDPZLOOSURYLGH
D SD\PHQW WR )&& FXVWRPHUV ZKR DUH &56% &HUWLÀHG
WKURXJK &56%·V FHUWLÀFDWLRQ ERGLHV LQFOXGLQJ 9HULÀHG
%HHI3URGXFWLRQ3OXV:KHUH)RRG&RPHV)URP&DQDGD
DQG WKH 2QWDULR &RUQ )HG %HHI 4XDOLW\ $VVXUDQFH 3URJUDP
´&DQDGLDQSURGXFHUVDUHDOUHDG\H[SHUWVWHZDUGVRIWKH
ODQGDQGOLYHVWRFNDQGWKHEHHIVHFWRUKDVEHHQDOHDGHU
LQGHPRQVWUDWLQJWKHLUVXVWDLQDEOHSUDFWLFHVWKURXJKWKH
&56%µVDLG7RGG.OLQN)&&·VYLFHSUHVLGHQWRIPDUNHWLQJ´:HDUHSOHDVHGWRZRUNZLWKWKH&56%WRUHFRJQL]H
)&&FXVWRPHUVZKRKDYHDOUHDG\DFKLHYHGWKHLUFHUWLÀFDWLRQDQGWRHQFRXUDJHDGGLWLRQDOSURGXFHUVWREHFRPH
FHUWLÀHGµ
7KHSD\PHQWWRFXVWRPHUVPDGHE\)&&ZLOOEHFDOFXODWHGDVDSRUWLRQRIWKHLUOHQGLQJZLWK)&&WRDPD[LPXPRISHU\HDU&HUWLÀHGSURGXFHUVDUHZHOFRPH
WR UHDSSO\ IRU WKH LQFHQWLYH SD\PHQW HDFK \HDU IRU WKH
OLIHRIWKH)&&6XVWDLQDELOLW\,QFHQWLYH3URJUDP
)RUFXVWRPHUVZKRDUHDOUHDG\&56%&HUWLÀHGDSSO\LQJIRUWKHSURJUDPLVDVLPSOHSURFHVVDWIFFFDVXVWDLQDELOLW\SURJUDPV7KDWLVDOVRZKHUHSURGXFHUVLQWHUHVWHG
LQEHFRPLQJFHUWLÀHGDQGWDNLQJDGYDQWDJHRIWKHLQFHQWLYHSD\PHQWFDQÀQGPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
´7KH &DQDGLDQ 5RXQGWDEOH IRU 6XVWDLQDEOH %HHI DSSODXGV)&&IRUVHHLQJWKHEHQHÀWVRI&56%&HUWLÀHGEHHI
SURGXFWLRQSUDFWLFHVµVDLG$QQH:DVNR&56%FKDLUDQG
FRRZQHURI%DU%DU/DQGDQG&DWWOH,QF
´7KH&DQDGLDQEHHILQGXVWU\LVFRQWLQXDOO\HYROYLQJIRU
WKHEHQHÀWRISHRSOHDQLPDOVDQGRXUSODQHW7KDQNVWR
WKHVXVWDLQDEOHSUDFWLFHVGHPRQVWUDWHGE\&56%&HUWLÀHG
EHHISURGXFHUVZHKDYHVHHQWUHPHQGRXVHQYLURQPHQWDO
VWHZDUGVKLS DQG D KLJK VWDQGDUG RI DQLPDO FDUH ZKLFK
OHDGVWRDWKULYLQJEHHILQGXVWU\WRGD\DQGIRUIXWXUHJHQHUDWLRQV6XVWDLQDEOHSUDFWLFHVZLOOKHOSDFKLHYHWKHDPELWLRXVORQJWHUPJRDOVVHWE\WKHLQGXVWU\µVKHVDLG
,QDJURXSRIFHUWLÀHGEHHISURGXFHUVZKRSDUWLFLSDWHG
LQDQHDUOLHUSLORWRIWKH6XVWDLQDELOLW\,QFHQWLYH3URJUDP
WKHUHZDVKLJKSUDLVH
´7KLVZLOOEHDJUHDWSURJUDPIRUSURGXFHUVOLNHXVDQG
IRU WKH FDWWOH LQGXVWU\µ VKDUHG RQH )&& FXVWRPHU ZKR
HQWHUHGWKHSURJUDP´:HLQYHVWDORWLQRXURSHUDWLRQ
and it is important to be recognized with something in
UHWXUQµ
7KH&56%FHUWLÀFDWLRQSURJUDPLQYROYHVDQRQJRLQJ
audit process with its partners to ensure operations are
PHHWLQJ LWV VXVWDLQDELOLW\ VWDQGDUGV EDVHG XSRQ ÀYH
SULQFLSOHVLQFOXGLQJQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVSHRSOHDQGFRPPXQLW\DQLPDOKHDOWKDQGZHOIDUHIRRGDQGHIÀFLHQF\

DQGLQQRYDWLRQ
“There is an increasing demand from consumers for
FHUWLÀHG DVVXUDQFHV RI VXVWDLQDEO\UDLVHG EHHIµ :DVNR
QRWHG ´&DQDGLDQ IDUPHUV DQG UDQFKHUV FDUH DERXW WKH
HQYLURQPHQW DQG ZH ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR GR ZKDW·V ULJKW
WR FRQVHUYH RXU ODQG DQG RXU DQLPDOV DQG WR PHHW WKH
needs of the present without compromising those of the
IXWXUHµ
´)&&DOUHDG\KDVOHQGLQJVROXWLRQVWRVXSSRUWRXUFXVWRPHUV· VXVWDLQDEOH SUDFWLFHV /DXQFKLQJ WKLV SURJUDP
ZLWKWKH&56%LVDQRWKHUZD\WRVXSSRUWWKHLQGXVWU\RQ
LWVVXVWDLQDELOLW\MRXUQH\µVDLG.OLQN´:KLOHFROODERUDWLQJZLWKWKH&56%RQWKLVSURJUDPLVWKHÀUVWSDUWQHUVKLS
RIWKLVNLQG)&&KDVWKHLQWHQWLRQRIEXLOGLQJLQFHQWLYH
SURJUDPVIRURWKHUVHFWRUVLQWKHIXWXUHµ
)&&LV&DQDGD·VOHDGLQJDJULFXOWXUHDQGIRRGOHQGHU
ZLWK D KHDOWK\ ORDQ SRUWIROLR RI PRUH WKDQ  ELOOLRQ
2XUHPSOR\HHVDUHGHGLFDWHGWRWKHIXWXUHRI&DQDGLDQ
DJULFXOWXUHDQGIRRG:HSURYLGHÁH[LEOHFRPSHWLWLYHO\
SULFHGÀQDQFLQJ$J([SHUWPDQDJHPHQWVRIWZDUHLQIRU-

2 miles north on Hwy #8 | Moosomin, SK | info@rpmserviceltd.com

306-435-5800
www.rpmserviceltd.com

We are now your local Bobcat Dealer!

PDWLRQDQGNQRZOHGJHVSHFLÀFDOO\GHVLJQHGIRUWKHDJULFXOWXUHDQGIRRGLQGXVWU\$VDVHOIVXVWDLQLQJ&URZQ
FRUSRUDWLRQ ZH SURYLGH DQ DSSURSULDWH UHWXUQ WR RXU
VKDUHKROGHUDQGUHLQYHVWRXUSURÀWVEDFNLQWRWKHLQGXVWU\ DQG FRPPXQLWLHV ZH VHUYH )RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ
YLVLWIFFFD
7KH&DQDGLDQ5RXQGWDEOHIRU6XVWDLQDEOH%HHI &56% 
DGYDQFHV&DQDGLDQEHHILQGXVWU\VXVWDLQDELOLW\WKURXJK
PXOWLVWDNHKROGHUHQJDJHPHQWFROODERUDWLRQFRPPXQLFDWLRQDQGVFLHQFH7KH&56%GULYHVUHFRJQLWLRQDQGFRQWLQXRXVSURJUHVVLQ&DQDGLDQEHHIWKURXJKVXVWDLQDELOLW\
SHUIRUPDQFH PHDVXUHPHQW DQG SURMHFWV DQG LQLWLDWLYHV
DOLJQHG ZLWK VWUDWHJLF LPSURYHPHQW JRDOV 7KH &56%·V
&HUWLÀHG 6XVWDLQDEOH %HHI )UDPHZRUN NQRZQ DV &56%
&HUWLÀHG LV D YROXQWDU\ WKLUG SDUW\DXGLWHG VXVWDLQDELOLW\FHUWLÀFDWLRQSURJUDPWKDWUHFRJQL]HVVXVWDLQDEOH
SUDFWLFHVLQEHHISURGXFWLRQDQGSURFHVVLQJDQGHQDEOHV
VXVWDLQDEOH VRXUFLQJ GHOLYHULQJ FUHGLEOH VFLHQFHEDVHG
DVVXUDQFHVIRUFRQVXPHUVDERXWVXVWDLQDEOHEHHISURGXFWLRQLQ&DQDGD/HDUQPRUHDWFUVEFD

At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our
world from the ground up. As the world’s
largest provider of crop inputs, services
and solutions, Nutrien plays a critical
role in feeding the future by helping
growers increase food production in
a sustainable manner.
We’re moving the agriculture industry
and the world forward – today and for
generations to come. Nutrien invests in
community initiatives and partnerships
that enhance the quality of life in the
regions where we operate and that
óæĤæäõõéæèðâíôâïå÷âíöæôðç
our company.

B5

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, May 30, 2022

The world is running out
of oil—vegetable oil
It’s funny how sometimes we take the
simple things in life for granted. Cooking
oil, or vegetable oil, is certainly one of them.
Our appreciation for vegetable oil will
likely reach new levels in months to come.
Oil prices have increased by 25 per cent in
just the last six months. While palm oil went
up 50 per cent, canola oil is up 55 per cent
on average.
The world is slowly running out of vegetable oils.
Vegetable oils aren’t just about frying
things. This ingredient is in many things
we eat. All household kitchens and restaurants use vegetable oils. Major companies
will buy vegetable oils to manufacture the
food we buy daily. Pasta, cookies, chocolate,
mayonnaise – many dry and baked goods
contain vegetable oil. It’s one of the most
universal and versatile ingredients we have
at our disposal.
Palm oil is the big one, given how affordable it is. Recently, Indonesia, the largest producer of palm oil in the world, announced it would no longer export its oil.
The embargo started on April 28. Indonesia
accounts for 55 per cent of palm oil exports.
That’s huge. Since the price of palm oil had
increased by 40 per cent in Indonesia, the
government believed it had no choice.
Malaysia, the second-largest exporter, is
experiencing unprecedented labour shortages affecting palm oil production. The
country accounts for 31.2 per cent of palm
oil exports, according to the Observatory of
Economic Complexity.
Although many condemn the use of
this oil for environmental reasons, the fact
remains that several companies buy this
product. Nestlé, Mondelez, Ferrero Rocher
– most big food companies need it and we
eat it every day.
)RU VXQÁRZHU RLO WKH VLWXDWLRQ LV HYHQ
worse. Ukraine, the victim of a brutal invaVLRQLVWKHODUJHVWH[SRUWHURIVXQÁRZHURLO
in the world. The country exports around
5.4 million tonnes of the oil, half of the
quantities found across the globe. Russia,
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUSHUFHQWRIVXQÁRZHURLO
H[SRUWVZLOOKDYHGLIÀFXOW\ÀQGLQJFXVWRP
ers due to sanctions imposed against it.
For canola oil, Canada, the largest export-

Sylvain
Charlebois
er, must contend with last year’s abysmal
growing season. The drought was so severe
that our country had to import canola to
meet our demand for vegetable oil. So there
are hardly any reserves to start 2022.
$QGÀQDOO\WKHUH·VVR\EHDQRLO$UJHQWL
na, Paraguay and Brazil are among the largest exporters of soybean oil. These countries
have also been hit by major droughts and
anemic production in recent years, creating
supply problems everywhere.
Even if other major exporting countries
like the Netherlands and Germany have
good harvests in 2022, it won’t be enough
WRFRYHUWKHDQWLFLSDWHGGHÀFLWWKLV\HDUDQG
possibly next year.
The importance of an ingredient that we
have all taken for granted in our kitchens
will then become much more evident.
What could help is to lessen the amount
of vegetable oil used for energy. About 15
per cent of all vegetable oils are used to support the production of biofuels. We could
see some countries divert some of that production for more food-related vegetable oil
use, but that’s not a given – far from it.
As we navigate this global food crisis, we
expect more countries to instinctively ban
exports and even hoard commodities to secure supplies. Each decision will add more
pressure to the market, raising prices across
the board.
Over the next several months, things will
most certainly get ugly to the point where
many people will experience famine or
acute hunger. In fact, more than 100 million
people could suffer, and that would be devastating.
Despite all of this, Canadians are the
lucky ones. Our grocer may ration vegetable oils, but we should feel lucky just to
have access to them.
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the
agri-food analytics lab and a professor in food
distribution and policy at Dalhousie University.

SPRING
SEEDING
PHOTO CONTEST
Farmers have started
spring seeding!
Take your best shot and
send us your spring seeding
photos for a chance to

WIN $100!
Email your photos to:
photos@world-spectator.com

FARM EQUIPMENT
AUCTION
ONLINE TIMED AUCTION

See us for all your

SPRING SEEDING
Parts & Service

THE LATE WILLIS THORPE
SPY HILL, SK

Sale opens: Saturday, June 11 at 8 am
Sale closes: Wednesday, June 15 at 10 am
Contacts: Ron Thorpe 306-740-7895 OR Myles Thorpe 306-740-9558

Bourgault and Vaderstad
Seeding Equipment

Spring is
Coming!
See us for your
Traeger Smokers,
Pellets, Sauces &
Accessories!

DIRECTIONS: Go north of Spy Hill on Hwy 8 to junction of Hwy 8 & 22, from
junction go 1 mile north to Century Road, go east 3.5 miles. Look for Thorpe
Farm sign on north side of road.

To view the complete auction visit
https://mack.nextlot.com/public/sales/97592/lots

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID VISIT
WWW.MACKAUCTIONCOMPANY.COM
OR PHONE 306-421-2097

1604 Park Ave. | Moosomin, SK

306-435-3866
ROCKYMTN.COM

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

PL. 311962

6:1c
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A farmer high-speed discing in a ﬁeld between Moosomin and Rocanville last week.

0ROUD to be a part of your Story!
Sunrise Credit Union
wants you to achieve
your goals and
dreams, too.
Book an appointment today to find
out how Sunrise can help.

SUNRISECUMBCA
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TO YOUR FIELD, HOME AND YARD

WE’RE HERE TO
SERVE YOU
AGRICULTURAL PARTS, SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT
VIRDEN AG PRESENTS

VIRDEN AG EXPO
JUNE 16, 2022

2 - 7pm

1 3 6 A N S O N S T R E E T, V I R D E N
PRESENTED IN PART BY

Saskatchewan Agriculture
student scholarship
recipients announced
On May 10, federal Agriculture and
Agri-Food Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau
and Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister
David Marit presented four agriculture
scholarships to students from across the
province.
“There is a wide variety of trades and
careers associated with the agriculture
sector, from the farm to the lab to technology companies,” said Bibeau. “Encouraging young people to pursue careers in
agriculture will provide a strong foundation for the future of the industry. This
scholarship program will help our young
leaders pursue their studies and embark
on rewarding careers in agriculture.”
“We received many outstanding applications this year in the form of both essays and video,” Marit said. “It’s great to
see Saskatchewan youth talk so passionately about agriculture and transparency,
and we’re very proud to support them
and their career plans. The future of our
industry is in good hands.”
Emily Sebastian of Montmartre was
awarded $4,000 toward her post-secondary studies as the grand-prize winner of
the 2022 Agriculture Student Scholarship.
Emily’s video submission discussed the
various ways that farmers and ranchers
can effectively communicate with consumers in a transparent and honest manner. Emily will be furthering her education at the University of Saskatchewan
at the College of Agriculture and Bioresources.
“The scholarship is a great way to express your ideas and gives you an opportunity to make a difference in the
agriculture industry,” Emily said. “More
than that, though, it makes you think
about what you can do to become more
transparent about your, or your family’s
operation.”
Kristie Pedersen from Lockwood, Grace
Waldenberger from Marquis and Kate Ax-

ten from Minton were all awarded $2,000
as runners up for the scholarship.
Kristie’s essay explored how communication and education is key to bridging
the gap between the farm and the plate.
She focused her transparency essay on
the whole supply chain and the need for
everyone to share their story. Kristie will
be furthering her education in Moose Jaw
where she will be studying in the Agriculture and Food Production Program at
Saskatchewan Polytechnic.
Grace’s essay highlighted the important role that agriculture plays in people’s
lives, whether they are directly connected
to the industry or not. She spoke about
WKH LPSDFW WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD LQÁXHQFHUV
can have on people and the importance
of educating youth. Grace will be taking
her post-secondary education at either
the University of Saskatchewan or the
University of Lethbridge.
Kate Axten’s video submission focused
on what transparency is and how farmers can be more transparent. Her video
showcased the work that her family farm
has done to improve transparency with
their consumers. Kate will be attending
Dalhousie University in the fall where
she will be studying International Food
Business in the Faculty of Agriculture.
The Agriculture Student Scholarship
Program is funded through the Canadian
$JULFXOWXUDO 3DUWQHUVKLS D ÀYH\HDU 
billion commitment by Canada’s federal,
provincial and territorial governments
that supports Canada’s agriculture, agri-food and agri-products sectors. This
includes a $2 billion commitment that is
cost-shared 60 per cent federally and 40
per cent provincially/territorially for programs that are designed and delivered by
provinces and territories.
For more information on the scholarship winners and their submissions, visit
www.saskatchewan.ca/ag-public-trust
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Renting out farmland?

How to protect yourself and property value
BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
As a landowner, there are deliberate steps that you can
take to maintain the value of your property. They can protect everyone’s interest and lead to better prices when you
rent or eventually sell.
It’s a worthwhile time investment, experts say.
“The last few years, with the demand for land as high
as it’s been, it’s really the quality of the land that is the
determining factor of the price,” says FCC agriculture
transition specialist Dean Lewko.

Be a good record keeper
7KHUH DUH D VLJQLÀFDQW DPRXQW RI UHFRUGV ODQGRZQHUV
need if they’re going to prove that quality.
Darren Bond, a management specialist with Manitoba
Agriculture, says the true value is in the details. Landowners should track and record pretty much everything
that happens on their land.
Keeping digital records using management software is
advised. Most software can be linked to a cell phone, but
even a notebook with dates and applications will do in a
pinch.
At the top of the list should be crop rotations, including varieties, to track herbicide-resistant traits used, Bond
says.
It’s also important to keep track of:
• Soil fertility
• Fertilizer rates
• Types and pesticides used, especially herbicides that
carry residuals and may have re-cropping restrictions
• Insect and disease pressure
([FHSWLRQDOZHDWKHUHYHQWVOLNHGURXJKWRUÁRRGLQJ
and any drainage work
Bond advises landlords to also ask their renters to track
fertilizer rates.
“With the increase in fertilizer prices, many landlords
are requesting that soil fertility levels be reasonably close
to levels at the start of the land rental agreement once a
lease expires,” he says.
Get it in writing
When renting farmland, handshake promises aren’t uncommon, but they can leave either side vulnerable, says
Lewko.
Instead, consult the professionals and, at minimum,
use a land rental agreement. The agreement template lets
both parties consider everything that should be discussed
when entering into an agreement.
Bond encourages landowners and renters to consult
with their legal representatives to fully understand their
responsibilities within their agreement, thus avoiding future disappointment and dissatisfaction.
Dodging pitfalls
There are several commonly overlooked details to
watch for in written land rental agreements.
First refusal
The most overlooked detail by renters is the right of
ÀUVWUHIXVDO
“It really protects the investment they’ve put into the
land, like if they’ve done a lot of drainage work or increased the fertility of land,” Lewko says.
Total rental price
List the total annual rent for all land in the agreement
instead of a per acre rate.
“This will alleviate disagreements when areas of the
ÀHOGJRXQVHHGHGRUZKHQWKHUHDUHGLIIHULQJDPRXQWVRI
seeded acres per year,” Bond says.

When renting farmland, handshake promises aren’t uncommon,
but they can leave either side vulnerable.
End agreement
Include a termination clause with procedures to end a
land rental agreement mid-lease that’s fair and equitable
to both parties—just in case the relationship breaks down
before the contract ends.
“The better the relationship you have with your landlord, the better it’s going to work for you in the long run,”

adds Lewko.
Bottom line
Keeping up-to-date records and taking extra steps with
rental agreements can be a valuable investment in your
land. Avoid handshake agreements, get the deal in writing and steer clear of commonly overlooked details like
listing the total rental price rather than the price per acre.
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Oh, the smell of freshly tilled dirt!
Oh the smell of freshly tilled dirt!
There is nothing quite like it and I have loved it forever.
7RGD\ DV WKH DLU GULOO PDNHV LW ZD\ DURXQG WKH ÀHOG QRW
only is it the smell of freshly tilled dirt, but of very damp
freshly tilled dirt, so damp in fact that I am praying the
guys don’t get stuck.
What a difference from last year—I didn’t have to guess
then where the men were working for the dust that rose up
behind them; this year not so much. And while the timing
may be later than our usual end-of-April start, we can say
we are rolling!
With the heavy snows and rain we have experienced, we
GHÀQLWHO\ QHHGHG VRPHWKLQJ WR WDNH RXU PLQGV RII RI QRW
getting onto the land in good time. Hubby was incredibly
antsy and was a tad, shall we say, worried about whether
“start day” would ever come.
And then out of the blue came a reprieve from worrying about late seeding. I received an early and unexpected
call for surgery saying, “Can you be here in a week?” And
without a second’s hesitation I was all in because getting
that second new hip was without question something I was
not going to say no to. And hubby was just going to have
to put aside thoughts of seeding to be, as it was, my righthand man.
I was barely nervous this time around but once they put
the IV into the back of my hand, I had other thoughts—as in
‘how am I gonna escape this place?’ It was at precisely that
moment that my surgeon walked in (I had not seen him for
WZRSOXV\HDUVGXHWR&RYLG DQGWKHUH,ZDVÁDWRQP\
back, throwing off the covers, saying, “I’m getting very hot,
I’m gonna faint, I’m gonna be sick.” Well so much for my
planned “how are you Doctor?” reunion sort of meeting.
Without any hesitation, my surgeon lifted my legs toward the ceiling and lowered the head of the bed. It’s a picture that will never leave my mind. As the blood returned
to my head, I immediately felt better physically but was
certainly feeling pretty embarrassed about it all. Oh well,
there was no time to get all worked up about it because by
then they were wheeling me into the OR.
Despite that awkward little moment, I am so eternally
grateful for all that my medical team did for me that day, although I do believe they missed the memo about sedation.
, PD\ KDYH EHHQ IUR]HQ ZDLVW GRZQ EXW , ZDV GHÀQLWHO\
wide awake through it all. There were a couple of moments
when I nearly raised my hand to ask if they had missed
sedating me, but in the end, I simply laid there and listened
to the reciprocating saw (it’s smaller than my reciprocating
saw) doing its thing and the hammer doing its thing. I felt
like I was in my little workshop, the only thing being that
I was the piece of wood they were cutting apart and hammering back together.
Some of my grands came for a visit and it was wonderful
to see their smiling faces. I personally think they came for
the swim at Grandpa’s hotel room next to the hospital but
when they walked in, it made my day. The youngest (5) not
only loves crafting but all things numbers and she handed
me a get well card she had made. “Get Well Soon Gramma”
they read on the front. On the inside of one, there was a
ODUJH´µDQGZKLOHP\ÀUVWUHDFWLRQZDVZKDW·VWKHDOO
about, I quickly realized she had written down my age—in
6-inch print no less.
Well, we have just gotten through the May long weekend and many die-hard campers were out camping despite the snow and cool conditions to start. We personally
weren’t at some RV resort
or campground but we did
set up camp at our favourite
spot—right next to the shop
on the farm with our bird’s
eye view of the chicken
coop and the dog house.
The twins (11) greeted my
arrival at our camper with
a wheelbarrow full of logs,
UHDG\WRJHWWKDWÀUVWFDPSÀUH VWDUWHG ´'LG \RX UHmember the Toblerone and
strawberries?” their sister
asked. Alas, I did not and

we settled for roasted marshmallows versus their favourite
FDPSÀUHWUHDWPHOWHGFKRFRODWHDQGIUXLW
With my guys happily seeding on the holiday Monday,
WKH WZLQV DQG , WRRN D OLWWOH VLGH WULS DFURVV WKH ÀHOG WKDW
,VDLGZDVWKHÀUVWRQHZHVHHGHGODVW\HDU1RWKH\WROG
PHWKLVZDVWKHVHFRQGÀHOGVHHGHGODVW\HDU´5HPHPEHU
*UDQGPDWKHÀHOGEHVLGHLWZDVVHHGHGÀUVWODVW\HDUEHcause that was pea stubble.” Really? Well, whatever, and off
we went, through the creek where we saw a moose, a fox
and several ducks out swimming. Fortunately, we did not
VHHDQ\EHDUDOZD\VDSOXV,ÀJXUH$QGODVWO\DVWKHER\V
picked up a set of antlers, they shouted, “There’s woodticks on here—female ones and male ones.” Okay, so I have
pulled a lot of woodticks off a lot of kids, cats and dogs, but
I have never held one up close enough or long enough to
take that close of a look. Who knew?
With seeding now in full swing (well, until it rains again),
the twins have planted their own crop of wheat. It’s a patch
about four feet by six feet, not far from the dog house. They
carefully fenced it off with some sticks and chicken wire,
though not quite enough chicken wire apparently. “Grandma, do you have any chicken wire at your house in town?”
they came running to ask. “Sorry, guys, I am presently all
out of chicken wire,” I told them and then suggested they
ÀQLVKRIIZLWKEDOHUWZLQH$QGRIIWKH\ZHQWLQWKHVLGH
by-side to who knows where, returning moments later with
a handful of twine that very quickly was wrapped from
post to post at several different heights to create a barrier to
dogs who might dig up their ‘crop.’
And so, as I watched these two young farmers at work
and at play, I couldn’t help but think how their whole
world revolves around the farm. They had popped into my
RV at 8:00 one morning, ready for a snack since breakfast
had been an hour or two before that and they had been
RXW ¶ZRUNLQJ· VLQFH WKHQ 7KHLU GD\ ZDV ÀOOHG ZLWK SHGal-biking,
side-by-siding,
gathering cut wood for the
ÀUHIHHGLQJ+VWHHUVFXWting lawn (oh that old-style
environmentally friendly
push mower they got for
their birthday was a big hit),
playing ball, picking woodticks off the dogs, picking
twine and a multitude of
who knows what. If those
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boys didn’t have to go inside to eat, they would have spent
the entire day outdoors just as their dad did on this same
farm back in his day.
At the end of the day it was obvious to me that the twins
had found the day too short to get everything in that they
had hoped to because there was this dual groan from them
when their mom called them in Monday night at 8:00. “It’s
not even dark yet,” one said. “Wish there was no school
tomorrow,” said the other, both nodding at that sentiment
DV WKH\ WUHNNHG VORZPR IURP WKH FDPSÀUH WRZDUGV WKH
house.
As I contemplate the enthusiasm these young farmers
show on the farm, I can’t help but think of the amount of
information they absorb as they go about their day and
about the huge differences the farming industry has undergone since I was their age. Remember seeding with the old
press drill? The days spent summerfallowing? Oh and how
about the days picking square bales by hand and then getting them up the bale elevator into the loft? I am pretty sure
my legs still carry the scars of the old alfalfa bales we would
pick every haying season.
<HV HYHU\WKLQJ KDV FKDQJHG DQG LW·V QRW DOO EDG , ÀJure. After all if we had had a choice to work smarter and
not harder in our day, maybe we would have! Advances in
technology will keep on growing exponentially and will be
the norm long after we are no longer farming. I am pretty
sure we will leave agriculture to very smart, tech-savvy,
work smarter/not harder farmers who will one day look
back and chuckle on how “it used to be done in the olden
days.”
As we work our way through spring seeding 2022, here’s
hoping our farmer friends stay high and dry and that all
those in the ag industry, whether in sales or parts or buying
grain or manufacturing or input supplies or whatever it is
will keep on seeing agriculture as an industry well worth
being part of.
Happy seeding folks!
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Farmers ‘mucking it in’ with late seeding
Continued from front
“If it was a couple weeks earlier I would like to just sit
back and let it dry up a bit so we could do a better job,
but with the crop insurance deadline lingering, we just
have no choice but to keep moving forward,” said McCorriston.
He also added that the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance
Corporation (SCIC) which provides insurance for crops
experiencing a loss in yield, does not help him drastically.
“The unseeded acreage from crop insurance, I feel is
inadequate. In order to qualify for unseeded acreage on
FURSLQVXUDQFH\RXKDYHWRKDYHDPLQLPXPRIÀYHDFUHV
WKDW\RXOHDYHEHKLQGEHFDXVH\RXFDQ·WVHHGLW,ÀQGWKDW
frustrating because depending on what neck of the woods
you’re farming in, it can really change,” McCorriston said.
“We have land over by Fleming and it has small potholes that you just go around, well no matter how many
times you go around them you can’t leave an area large
HQRXJK WKDW ÀWV ÀYH DFUHV EXW WKHQ OHW·V VD\ \RX PRYH
north of Moosomin, north of the airport, there’s giant areas that are saturated.
“I feel like the program has its points, but it’s not taiORUHG WR ÀW HDFK LQGLYLGXDO DQG WKH DUHD \RX IDUP LQ ,
ÀQGWKDWDV\RXJRLQGLIIHUHQWDUHDVWKHÀYHDFUHVPLQLmum does work in some areas, and in other areas the plan
doesn’t work at all because you just go around these little
VSRWVEXWWKH\·OOQHYHUDGGXSWRÀYHDFUHVLQGLYLGXDOO\
they would need to be lumped together.”
McCorriston said he will be applying for Crop Insurance for the areas that are eligible on his farm.
“I’ll be applying. On average, for example, I’ve got one
ÀHOG WKDW ZDV  VHHGHG DFUHV ODVW \HDU WKLV \HDU ZH
KDYHDFUHVµKHVDLG
“It’s an unreal amount of land that is not going to be
seeded this year and I’ll be putting in a claim for unseeded acres on the land, it’s just not all of it will qualify unfortunately, but I feel it should.
´,W ZDV DOO YLDEOH IDUPODQG IRU WKH ODVW WKUHH RU ÀYH
years that has been planted every year, now this year we
have to leave it behind. I’m hoping more farmers speak
XSDQGPD\EHWKH\FDQWDLORUWKHSURJUDPWRDFWXDOO\ÀW
the farmers’ needs.”
McCorriston said he started seeding a couple weeks
ago, but had to stop and continue, in between cold weather conditions.
´<RXKDYHWRSLFNDQGFKRRVH\RXUÀHOGV\RXNLQGRI
have to dance around. Plus the costs for diesel fuel, it’s
near two dollars a litre and it’s just extra expense in an
expensive year,” said McCorriston.
+HZDVDVNHGLIWKHPRLVWXUHFRQGLWLRQVKDYHEHQHÀWted producers this year compared to the drought they
faced last year.
´:H QHHGHG VRPH PRLVWXUH PRVW GHÀQLWHO\ EXW IURP
a grain farming perspective we got too much,” said McCorriston.
“It would’ve been a lot better, as my grandpa would
say, “to seed in the dust and let your bins bust,” we wanted and needed the rain, I just wish it didn’t happen quite
so fast. I thought we would have more of a transition
period where we would have a dry year, then it would
slowly get a little bit wetter. I didn’t think we’d go from
dealing with too dry to too wet, but Saskatchewan is the
land of extremes and I did anticipate it would be this wet
again, I just didn’t think it would be, a year right after the
drought.
´)RUDOLYHVWRFNIDUPHUP\ZLIHDQG,KDYHFRZV
as well and the grass is green. Before, the pastures were
really suffering over the last couple of years, it’s nice from
a cattle farming aspect, because the pastures were really
taking a beating and I’m hoping this year, with the extra
rains and an early start to green grass, maybe the pastures
will make a rebound.”
McCorriston said he is concerned about the weather
conditions being adequate throughout the summer.
“One of my biggest fears—and I’ve seen it happen
before—is we get all this rain in the wrong season then
Mother Nature forgets about us in the summer time when
we can appreciate or use some rain,” he said.
“In June or July or August, I’m always scared we won’t
get rain, but it’s one of those aspects of dealing with agriculture, Mother Nature dictates those terms and you have
to deal with them and do your best.”

Wet conditions have
benefitted cattle farmers

Scott Mannle, who farms on the border between Silverwood and Willowdale, said the wet conditions from the
ZHDWKHUKDVEHQHÀWWHGKLVFDWWOH
´7KHSDVWXUHVDUHGHÀQLWHO\JUHHQDQGVWDUWHGJURZLQJ
WKHELJJHVWEHQHÀWLVRXUZDWHUVRXUFHVWKHGXJRXWVDQG
the sloughs the cattle use to drink from in the summer
time, are all full,” Mannle said.
“That’s put us in really good shape because we haven’t
had any runoff for the last two springs, and people had
to haul water, there were water issues with cattle in the

summer because the levels of the dugouts and sloughs
were so low.
“Everything is full right to the brim, we just need some
heat and then we’re well on our way for the grass situation, which is a welcome relief after a long winter of expensive feed, and limited amounts of it, too.”
Mannle shared his thoughts about what he thinks the
year will be like for cattle producers.
“For the summer I think we’ll need some rain in June
and July when it gets hot, and we need that for the crop
and everything else, but as far as things go right now
we’re in pretty good shape,” he said.
“We shouldn’t have any water issues this summer because the dugouts started full, whereas last spring they
started half full to begin with, and by the end of the summer without any rain, we were empty.
“I think even if we have a summer with limited moisture we would still have enough water, it wouldn’t be one
of our main concerns.”
Looking back to last year’s cattle season and the
drought that the prairies faced, Mannle was asked if this
year’s moisture conditions will be an advantage for the
season.
“For us as cattle farmers, we’re still looking at high feed
grain prices come fall time, based on what contracts are
available right now, that is still a concern for us,” Mannle
said.
“We’re hoping for a big crop, to have a little more access
to grain, which will help feed grain prices and ultimately
help feed cattle prices.
“Things are somewhat optimistic in the agriculture industry as a whole, I wish that all western provinces were
getting the rain we’ve gotten, and the moisture everywhere because I know there’s still some places that are extremely dry, but we need a two-week stretch of weather to
get this crop in and get it going. The later we get it in, the
less optimism there is for bumper crop going forward.”

Hruska says it’s not
too late for a good yield

Hruska said the weather temperatures is what will dictate this year’s yield being good.
“I think the biggest thing is not the precipitation we got,
but the lack of warmth. The lack of warmth and the late
disappearance of the snow is the harmful part,” he said.
“I seeded through a snow bank today. That’s the thing
that’s different about this year, not the inches of rain, but
the fact that we had no heat when the snow came.
“I wish all my farmer friends good luck for this year,
please tell them that.”

Excess moisture has helped
some grain farmers this year

Trevor Green, APAS representative, said some farmers
have reached out to him about seeding in recent wet conditions.
“I haven’t heard too many guys getting stuck, but
WKHUH·V DOZD\V LVVXHV JHWWLQJ WUXFNV RQ ZHW ÀHOGV DQG
equipment getting stuck and stuff, but I haven’t heard too
many people,” Green said.
“As long as we miss the rains that are supposed to come
in the next couple of weeks, it’s going to be good. There’s
nice seeding conditions in a lot of areas right now, but
WKHUH·VVWLOOSRWKROHVÀOOHGZLWKZDWHUWRRWKHUH·VJRLQJWR
be a lot of potholes that are not going to get seeded this
year because of that.”
With the excess moisture from the wet weather conditions, he said there is an advantage for farmers.
“The crops are going to have a better start I think this
year than last year, last year it was really dry this time of
year,” he said.
However Green pointed out that producers who do not
have sectional control for their seeding equipment will
lose on input costs.
´,W·V GHÀQLWHO\ D \HDU ZKHUH VHFWLRQDO FRQWURO LV JRLQJ
to pay off because of all the overlap, for anyone who has
a big drill and doesn’t have any sectional control there’s
GHÀQLWHO\ JRLQJ WR EH VRPH LQFUHDVHG FRVWV IRU IHUWLOL]HU
overlap and seed overlap,” Green said.
´,WZLOOEHD\HDUWKDWZLOOGHÀQLWHO\VKRZZKHUHWKH
EHQHÀWVRIVHFWLRQDOFRQWURORQODUJHUVHHGLQJLV/HW·VVD\
\RXKDYHDQIRRWGULOODQGWKHUHZLOOEHHLJKWVHFWLRQV
RQWKDWGULOOLWZLOOVKXWRIILQIRRWVHFWLRQVLIWKDWGULOO
runs over a spot that is already seeded, the machine using
the GPS will shut those sections off so you’re not double
seeding and double fertilizing.
´,I \RX KDYH DQ  IRRW GULOO DQG LW GRHVQ·W KDYH WKDW
VHFWLRQDOFRQWUROLI\RXJRDQGVHHGDIRRWVWULS\RX·UH
VHHGLQJDQRWKHUIRRWDUHDRYHUDJDLQ,WLQFUHDVHVWKH
costs pretty quick, especially with the price of fertilizer
now, it’s almost become a necessity on large drills.”
+H VDLG WKH DQWLFLSDWHG WLPH IRU SURGXFHUV WR ÀQLVK
seeding should be in mid-June.
´:LWKWKHZHDWKHUQRZWKHRGGJX\PLJKWÀQLVKLQ
days or so, but there are
also farmers who are just
starting now, they’ll be
done in about two or three
weeks.”
Green was asked what
the best case scenario
would be for this year’s
crops.
“You never have a crystal ball, but it looks like it’s
going to get a good start,
we’re still going to need
some timely rains to come
$1.55/sq. ft
at the end of June, and end
of July,” he said.
STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER
“Timely rains will be the
difference between an ex#1 Grade Colored
cellent crop and an average
$1.20 /sq. ft.
crop, you have good soil
moisture to get it going,
B
Grade
Colored
but it needs timely rains
$1.09 /sq. ft.
to make an above average
crop. As long as we get
B+ Grade Colored
those, it could be a good
$1.15 /sq. ft.
average year.”

Kevin Hruska, who farms in the north of Esterhazy,
Bredenbury and Langenburg areas, shared his thoughts
on seeding starting in late spring of this year.
“We started late because of the moisture and when you
do get going it’s slow, you just don’t have the coverage
you normally do because you’re struggling with wet conditions and you’re still trying to do a good job, it’s sort of
double jeopardy I guess,” Hruska said.
“I think everyone has started seeding now. We are well
on our way, we’re approaching half way, we’re quite not
there yet but we’ll be there fairly soon. I would say we’re
a little ahead of the norm for our area, what we did is
when it seemed like it was going to be wet, we started
ÀJKWLQJWKHUDLQRIIWKHVWDUWZHGLGQ·WZDLWIRULWWRGU\
up.”
Hruska said he and his team started seeding almost
two weeks ago, but had to shut down because of the rain
and continue after.
´:H·UH ZRUNLQJ  KRXU GD\V ZH GRQ·W ZRUN DURXQG
the clock because we don’t want someone getting stuck in
the middle of the night, ” he said.
“We’re putting in big days, but we always did. At the
same time, these conditions aren’t totally unusual, once in
a while these things come around. This isn’t like a one-ina-hundred years type of thing, unfortunately it happens
too often.”
+UXVND SODQV RQ ÀQLVK VHHGLQJ LQ DERXW  GD\V +H
said the best case scenario for this years crops is for it to
stop raining.
“For the rest of the year we need it to stop raining now,
and put our seeding in. You’ve seen crops be seeded two
weeks late and it’s only one week late at the end,” he said.
“It catches up a little bit, you might lose a little yield or
something, it’s not the end of the world yet, it all depends
how the summer goes. If we get good rain, the frost might
be a risk, but if it stops raining in the summer and the sun
is burning, then we won’t be concerned about frost in the
fall.”
Compared to last year’s drought, Hruska said there
was an upside to seeing moisture this year.
“Rain makes grain, I
think when it rains it indicates that we’re not in a
big drought trend, I think
it’s an indicator that it can
rain,” he said.
“When there’s a little bit
of moisture around, moisture brings more moisture.
We didn’t get as much preClass 1 License
cipitation as our friends
Mandatory Entry Level Training
who are south and east
of us, which we’re grateCALL TODAY!
ful for that and wish them
The 121.5 hour course is the Mandatory Entry-Level Training
luck.”

To advertise in Ag News
call 306-435-2445

course that came into effect on September 1, 2019. This course
consists of 40 hours of classroom training, 40.5 hours of in-yard
training and 41 hours of in-cab training. This course covers the
essential skills to safely operate a semi truck and trailer.
FUNDING IS AVAILABLE through government programs
CALL ROLAND FOR MORE INFORMATION

at 204-851-2998
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BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!
NOW SELLING
ALUMINUM TRAILERS

PVC LINER

Multi Colored
Mill Ends
79¢ /sq. ft.
Call us now for best selection
of lengths & colors!

B- Grade Smart Board
3/8" = $35/sheet

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES
Ask us about Fuel Allowance

FOUILLARD STEEL
SUPPLIES LTD.
www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303
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The world is on the brink of a food shortage
,W·VOLNHO\WKDWPRUHWKDQPLOOLRQDGGLWLRQDOSHRSOHZLOOH[SHULHQFHHLWKHU
famine or acute hunger, something we’ve never seen before
Food supply chain hangovers due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the impact of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have
resulted in questions about the global nature of our food
systems.
Some suggest we need to deglobalize and refocus our
energy on making most economies around the world food
sovereign, including Canada’s.
Given what the world is about to face this year, with major famine as millions experience acute hunger, it’s hard to
argue against such a claim. But global trade over the years,
especially for Canada, has been nothing short of a godsend
and brushing any of it to the side would be to our detriment.
We should be clear on one fundamental reality: The
world is still all about the United States and China. Everyone else adjusts along the way, including Canada. ThirtyÀYHSHUFHQWRI&KLQD·VH[SRUWVJRWRWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVDQG
China is also America’s leading customer.
So Canada matters very little in the grand scheme of
things, at least right now. Still, the world is in deep trouble.
About 15 per cent of all calories on Earth come from
ZKHDWZLWKFRUQFRYHULQJDORWRIFDORULÀFJURXQGDVZHOO
With Ukraine out of the supply mix, coupled with sancWLRQVDJDLQVW5XVVLDWKHJOREDOZKHDWGHÀFLWWKLV\HDUZLOO
EH D VLJQLÀFDQW FKDOOHQJH JLYHQ WKDW  SHU FHQW RI JUDLQ
exports come from that region. We’re going to be short on
wheat, corn, barley and many other commodities.
%\ WKH WLPH ZH·UH GRQH ZLWK  LW·V OLNHO\ WKDW PRUH
WKDQ  PLOOLRQ DGGLWLRQDO SHRSOH ZLOO H[SHULHQFH HLWKHU
famine or acute hunger, something the world has never
seen before.
7KHSODQHWRSHUDWHVXQGHUDGD\SURGXFWLRQF\FOHRI
agricultural commodities. Canada’s contribution, along
with the U.S. and parts of Europe, occurs in the fall.
With U.S. President Joe Biden’s recent ethanol mandate,
DOPRVWSHUFHQWRIWKH86FRUQFURSLVXVHGIRUHWKDQRO
QRWIRRG,Q&DQDGDLW·VDERXWSHUFHQW7KHIRRGIRU
fuel obsession is back, despite the looming crisis.
&DQDGD ZLOO EH ÀQH ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR IRRG DFFHVV EXW
food will become more expensive. Poor nations always
ORVHDFFHVVWRWKHLUIRRGVXSSO\ÀUVWZKLOHULFKHUQDWLRQV

Sylvain Charlebois

like Canada will secure food supplies by paying more.
Poor countries have no capacity to store calories at all.
Germany, typically a big buyer of Ukrainian commodities, stated that retail food prices could increase by as much
DV  SHU FHQW WKLV \HDU &RPPRGLW\ WUDGHUV DUH DOUHDG\
buying and even hoarding what they can get to secure supplies needed for the next several months.
China is basically the only nation that could bridge the
FDORULHJDS&KLQD·VVLJQLÀFDQFHLQDOORIWKLVFDQ·WEHXQderscored enough.
Of some of the challenges we face, fertilizer access is certainly key. These critical inputs for farmers cost on average
DERXW86DWRQQHÀYHWLPHVWKHFRVWPRQWKVDJR
Farmers need fertilizers to produce crops, but the market is
controlled by a handful of multinational companies –some
of them are in Canada – that supply-manage their products
WRDUWLÀFLDOO\ERRVWSULFHV7KLVQHHGVWRVWRS
We’re also paying for years of bashing generic engineering in the media by groups that have used fear to put forZDUGDQRUJDQLFFHQWULFGLHWIRUDIÁXHQWFLW\GZHOOHUV
Additionally, groups have recklessly lobbied city councils and provincial governments to ban the use of chemicals that make agriculture more cost-effective. The approval process for new traits for new crops can take years in
many developed countries, including Canada.
Agriculture is and will always be about technologies.
7KRVH IRROLVK IDQDWLFV ZKR DUH DQWLJHQHWLFDOO\ PRGLÀHG
organisms (GMOs) will have to accept that.
And now, many people are talking about deglobalizing
our food economy. Deglobalization occurs when the economic interdependence between nations declines.

For Canada, this would be a problem. Canada is one of
the largest countries in the world in terms of land, with
fewer than 39 million people. Deglobalization essentially
means Canadians will face a reduction in their standard of
OLYLQJ$OPRVWSHUFHQWRIRXUZHDOWKFRPHVIURPWUDGH
Trade also makes our food more diverse and affordable.
But this doesn’t mean our approach to trade doesn’t need
À[LQJ³LWFHUWDLQO\GRHV
High-functioning food systems aren’t immune to destructive forces like climate change or a global pandemic.
We know that. Tyrants like Russian President Vladimir Putin can only make matters worse.
A new globalization agenda would require that nations
adhere to acceptable humanitarian conduct to participate
in a global economy.
Nations would also need to ensure farmers aren’t held
hostage by the powerful companies controlling the fertilizer industry. That needs to change, and Canada can do
something about it.
&DQDGDZLOODOVRQHHGWRPDNHRXUDJULFXOWXUHPRUHHIÀcient and more productive through a solid food autonomy
strategy. The only province that has a food autonomy strategy is Quebec.
Canada needs a pathway to produce more food in an
open economy, offering us better access and affordable
prices while growing our agriculture through trade in a
sustainable matter.
A comprehensive strategy would include sustainable
water practices and the use of renewable energy to support
production. If we do things right in Canada, in a few decades we could end up supplying water-scarce California
with food rather than the other way around.
Bold thinking requires an audacious strategy. Canada
can do better since we have so much to offer.
Global trade has worked for the betterment of the world.
But attaining more resiliency is still a work in progress,
whether we like it or not.
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food analytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dalhousie University.

Changes to PST will beneﬁt farmers and ag industry
Amendments to the Provincial Sales
Tax (PST) regulations will provide greater
clarity to farmers and help ensure that
PST is applied fairly and consistently to
farming and agricultural goods and services.
“After speaking with agricultural organizations in our province, we heard concerns that PST was inconsistently applied
to farming and agricultural activity,” Deputy Premier and Finance Minister Donna
Harpauer said. “The changes to the PST
regulations will be more equitable, consistent and protect farmers against perceived
‘PST creep’ in farming activity.”
(IIHFWLYH $SULO   QHZ 367 H[emptions were made through regulation
changes. These exemptions include:
• prefabricated wind breaker panels for
use in the protection and handling of livestock
 LQVXODWRUV IRU HOHFWULÀHG OLYHVWRFN
fences
• certain farm equipment attached to a
registered vehicle
• on-farm dugout excavation and for
WUHQFKLQJ LQ VSHFLÀF FLUFXPVWDQFHV UHlated to farming)
$GGLWLRQDOO\ LW ZDV FODULÀHG WKDW WKH
following products are also exempt from

367DQGDUHUHWURDFWLYHWR$SULO
• water storage tanks used in spraying
or irrigating crops
• storage tanks for weed control chemicals, insecticides, fungicides, herbicides,
liquid fertilizer
DGMXYDQWVWKDWLPSURYHWKHLUHIÀFDF\
or application
• portable seed cleaners used on-farm
by farmers in preparing their crop for
storage or market (farmers in the business
of seed cleaning must pay PST on their
seed cleaning equipment)
• farm tractors
´:KLOH LQÁDWLRQ DQG RSHUDWLQJ FRVWV
have been rising the last couple of years,
cattle producers, and all farmers, simply
cannot pass along higher costs including
taxes,” Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association Chair Arnold Balicki said. “The
recognition of this by the Government
of Saskatchewan when it comes to PST
on several important farm related goods
and activities is appreciated by Saskatchewan’s cattle producers. Keeping this tax
out of the industry helps keep it on a level
DQG IDLU SOD\LQJ ÀHOG PDNLQJ XV PRUH
competitive in the long run.”
The estimated, annual cost of these
changes is about $1 million. The Ministry
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of Finance is also beginning discussions
about modernizing the agriculture and

farming section of PST legislation, to potentially be considered in future budgets.

We will buy your
cattle direct off farm
Q One of the biggest licensed bonded order
buyers in Canada.
Q Respected and trusted for 40 years
Q Customers across Canada and the U.S.
giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all
qualities and classes of cattle
Q Never charge selling fees, which means more
profit per head (up to $25/head over selling
at Auction)
Q Same day payment
To find out what your cattle are worth and to book
them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:
Jason: 306-435-7767
Vern: 306-435-7411
Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
Reach thousands of readers in local communities with our monthly

Agriculture Supplement
Mailed direct to farm and business boxes, plus inserted into the World-Spectator each month
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION:

10,000 Households

Published the last Monday of every month all year round!

Upcoming Issues:
June 27

July 25

August 29

DEADLINE: JUNE 23

DEADLINE: JULY 21

DEADLINE: AUGUST 25

Call Kara or Sunnette at 306-435-2445
or email world_spectator@sasktel.net to place an ad!

1 Mile West of Moosomin
on Hwy #1
Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)
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Is greed driving the beef industry to a legal showdown?
:KHQLWFRPHVWRSULFHÀ[LQJWKH86DFWV&DQDGDQRWVRPXFK
A Quebec-based group is leading a class-action lawsuit
aimed at major federally-licensed beef packers. Cargill, JBS
Foods, Tyson Foods and National Beef Packing are all acFXVHGRIFROOXGLQJDQGLQÁDWLQJEHHISULFHVVLQFH
So if you’re a consumer in Quebec who’s been buying
EHHIVLQFH\RXFDQEHSDUWRIWKHFODLP7KHDXWKRUL]DWLRQDSSOLFDWLRQZDVÀOHGLQWKH6XSHULRU&RXUWRI4XHEHF
and the group will hear from the courts later this year.
This claim doesn’t appear to surprise anyone. Food prices have been skyrocketing for a while, especially beef. According to Statistics Canada, while ground beef is up only
IRXUSHUFHQWVLQFH-DQXDU\PRVWEHHIFXWVKDYHJRQH
XS IURP  WR  SHU FHQW 2QO\ EDE\ IRRG DQG SRWDWRHV
KDYHVHHQVKDUSHULQFUHDVHVVLQFHVREHHISULFHVVWDQG
out.
Farmers have long complained about how little they get
versus how retail prices behave at the grocery store. The
correlation between the price farmers receive and retail
prices has always been weak for most products. But consumers are noticing, and some groups are acting on concerns that something may not be quite right.
What’s perplexing about the claim is how it only aims
at a handful of packers. If collusion did occur at the meat
counter, many other companies would have arguably benHÀWHG IURP DUWLÀFLDOO\ LQÁDWHG SULFHV LQFOXGLQJ VPDOOHU
DEDWWRLUV DQG RI FRXUVH UHWDLOHUV 0DUJLQV DUH VLJQLÀFDQW
on meat sales in food retailing, so grocers would have also
LQFUHDVHGSURÀWVDVDUHVXOWRIKLJKHUZKROHVDOHSULFHV
The claim is likely inspired by what has happened in the
United States in recent months. In December, the White
+RXVHUHOHDVHGDVFDWKLQJUHSRUWDERXWKRZSURÀWVLQWKH
meat-packing sector have spectacularly increased, by over
SHUFHQWVLQFHWKHVWDUWRIWKHSDQGHPLF
-%6 86$ DSSURYHG D 86 PLOOLRQ VHWWOHPHQW LQ DQ
American lawsuit in which the company was accused of
conspiring to boost beef prices. They never admitted guilt
in the deal, though. Cargill, National Beef Packing and
Tyson Foods were also named in the case, the same com-

Farmers still
ﬁnd reasons to
share equipment
BY TREVOR BACQUE
Farming is as much an individual career as it is communal. From the tight-knit communities formed through
agriculture and rural living to family-like relations often
VKDUHGEHWZHHQQHLJKERXUVIDUPLQJLVMXVWGLIIHUHQW2Q
WKHRWKHUKDQGRQHW\SLFDOO\LQGLYLGXDOL]HGFRPSRQHQW
RIVWFHQWXU\IDUPLQJLVHTXLSPHQWDQGPDQ\&DQDGLDQ
farmers own their equipment by themselves. However,
with sky-high iron prices, many opt to share.
$W&RXUWULJKW2QW-XOLH0DZDQGKHUKXVEDQG.\OH
share grain buggies with friends and neighbours going
back more than a decade. With an old livestock barn on
their property sitting empty, they thought there was a way
to repurpose it. At that same time, a neighbour needed a
place to store a pair of grain buggies over winter. A quick
solution was born: the Maws store the grain buggies and,
as payment, use them at harvest time at no charge.
´2QH RI XV FDQ VWDUW VRRQHU WKDQ WKH RWKHUµ VKH VD\V
´7KLVZRUNVIRUXVDQGLWEHQHÀWVERWKSDUWLHVµ
-XOLH DQG .\OH PDLQWDLQ WKH EXJJLHV$V VKH H[SODLQV
it’s a small price to pay for not having to make outright
purchases on expensive machinery.
´(TXLSPHQWKDVDKHIW\SULFHWDJDQGWKDW·VQRWFKDQJLQJ DQ\WLPH VRRQµ VKH VD\V ´:H PLJKW QRW KDYH WKH
FDVK ÁRZ WR SXW RXW DW WKDW WLPH ,I D EXJJ\ FDQ SDWFK
us through for a couple years . . . it’s an advantage for a
\RXQJIDUPHUVWDUWLQJRXWµ
Julie encourages farmers to make communication the
number one goal when deciding to share equipment and
make certain everyone’s expectations are in sync.
“Make sure everyone has a clear understanding up
front of what’s expected, when one plans to use it and
KRZWKHRZQHUVKLSZLOOZRUNµ

Sylvain Charlebois

SDQLHV PHQWLRQHG LQ WKH 4XHEHF FODLP 2I WKH IRXU RQO\
Tyson is publicly traded.
:KHQLWFRPHVWRSULFHÀ[LQJWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVGRHVQ·W
fool around. When Congress and the White House have
concerns, they act on them. In Canada, not so much.
7KH EUHDG SULFHÀ[LQJ VFDQGDO WKDW FDPH WR OLJKW EDFN
LQZKHQ/REODZDGPLWWHGKDYLQJSDUWLFLSDWHGLQDQ
alleged industry-wide operation, opened the door to some
SXEOLF FULWLFLVP ,Q  /REODZ &(2 *DOHQ :HVWRQ -U
strategically threw everyone in the industry under the bus
ZKHQ DGPLWWLQJ /REODZ·V LQYROYHPHQW LQ D \HDUORQJ
EUHDGSULFHÀ[LQJVFKHPH
By admitting guilt and supporting the investigation,
/REODZUHFHLYHGLPPXQLW\IURPWKH&RPSHWLWLRQ%XUHDX
The investigation didn’t provide evidence to prosecute
anyone else, even though bread prices went up dramatically while the scheme was ongoing.
%XW D JURXS LQ 2QWDULR KDV MXVW EHHQ DXWKRUL]HG WR JR
ahead with a class-action lawsuit against the bread industry. So the beef claim is the second lawsuit we’ve seen in
Canada in just a few months.

Some will say these class-action lawsuits are often
ODXQFKHGE\DPEXODQFHFKDVLQJODZÀUPVORRNLQJIRUHDV\
money or cheap publicity. Perhaps, but with higher food
prices and Canada’s inability to forcefully monitor retail
food prices, these allegations are likely going to make a
valuable point.
Canada is really data poor compared to the United
States. Statistics Canada doesn’t really report small details
about what’s going on with all food categories, at least not
DVPXFKDVWKH860DQ\HYHQEHOLHYHWKDWIRRGLQÁDWLRQ
is underestimated in Canada since Statistics Canada only
UHOLHVRQDIHZJURFHUVWRPHDVXUHIRRGLQÁDWLRQ
With strong data, American institutions can and will use
the stick. In Canada, we pursue companies in hopes they
blink. What doesn’t help is how under-resourced the Competition Bureau is. This needs to change.
At the heart of it all is how we measure greed, or at least
how we should measure it. How much is too much, given
the relatively small margins in the agri-food industry?
:KHQDFRQVXPHUZDONVDZD\IURPDVWRUHZLWKD
steak and willfully paid for it while many other options are
offered, you can argue the grocer gave choices. But with
higher food prices, our inability to measure or detect greed
in the system will become more obvious. And consumer
trust is at stake.
We need to act before skepticism in Canada grows even
further.
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food analytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dalhousie University.
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Thinking about sharing?
Consider a formal agreement
While communication is important, having a formal
agreement in place can help ensure expectations are clear,
understood and agreed upon. A formal document can
mitigate any disagreements or misunderstandings. After
all, equipment sharing is a business transaction like any
other.
2QHZD\WRVHWXSDQDJUHHPHQWLVWREDVHHTXLSPHQW
shares on land shares and design a living document that
provides legal direction should land-based percentages
change. The share of equipment may differ from person
WRSHUVRQDQGPD\DOVRGLIIHURYHUWLPH(TXLSPHQWPDLQtenance also comes into play, so no one person is footing
the bill or making maintenance decisions exclusively.
This type of arrangement provides solid direction going forward.
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FCC ready to work with
customers impacted by avian flu
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is prepared
to work with customers concerned about
ÀQDQFLDO KDUGVKLS GXH WR WKH LPSDFW RI
DYLDQLQÁXHQ]DDGHYDVWDWLQJGLVHDVHIRU
SRXOWU\RSHUDWLRQV
´:HDUHPRQLWRULQJWKHVLWXDWLRQFORVHO\
DQGWDONLQJZLWKRXUFXVWRPHUVWROHWWKHP
NQRZZHDUHSUHSDUHGWRKHOSWKHPRYHU
FRPH DQ\ VKRUWWHUP ÀQDQFLDO LVVXHV WKDW
PLJKWDULVHDVDUHVXOWRIWKLVKLJKO\FRQ
WDJLRXVDQGGHDGO\ELUGÁXµVDLG0LFKDHO
+RIIRUW)&&SUHVLGHQWDQG&(2´7KDW·V
ZK\ZH·UHRIIHULQJÁH[LELOLW\IRUFXVWRP
HUVH[SHULHQFLQJÀQDQFLDOSUHVVXUHDVDUH
VXOWRIDYLDQÁXµ
7RGDWHWKHYLUXV +1 KDVEHHQGH
WHFWHG LQ VHYHUDO SRXOWU\ IDUPV DFURVV
&DQDGD7KLVDIIHFWVOLYHELUGVELUGSURG
XFWV DQG E\SURGXFWV LPSDFWLQJ FKLFNHQ
WXUNH\ GXFNV DQG HJJ VHFWRUV DV ZHOO DV
SRXOWU\ LQSXW VXSSOLHUV DQG SURFHVVRUV
)&&LVSUHSDUHGWRKHOSFXVWRPHUSRXOWU\
RSHUDWLRQVGLUHFWO\DIIHFWHGE\WKHGLVHDVH
RUE\EDQVSODFHGRQIDUPVLQWKHSUR[LP
LW\ RI LQIHFWHG IDUPV ZKLFK FRXOG SRWHQ
WLDOO\OHDGWRFDVKÁRZSUREOHPV
)&&ZLOOFRQVLGHUDGGLWLRQDOVKRUWWHUP
FUHGLW RSWLRQV GHIHUUDO RI SULQFLSDO SD\
PHQWVDQGRURWKHUORDQSD\PHQWVFKHG
XOH DPHQGPHQWV WR UHGXFH WKH ÀQDQFLDO
SUHVVXUHVRQSURGXFHUVLPSDFWHGE\DYLDQ
ÁX)&&ZLOODOVRRIIHUÁH[LELOLW\DQGHYHQ
DFRPELQDWLRQRIRSWLRQVEDVHGRQWKHLQ
GLYLGXDOQHHGVRILWVFXVWRPHUVVLQFHHDFK
IDUPÀQDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQLVXQLTXH
´:H DUH UHDG\ WR KHOS RXU FXVWRP
HUV WKURXJK WKHVH FLUFXPVWDQFHV WKDW DUH
EH\RQG WKHLU FRQWUROµ +RIIRUW VDLG ´%\
ZRUNLQJWRJHWKHUZHFDQDOOSOD\DSDUWLQ
KHOSLQJ SRXOWU\ SURGXFHUV RYHUFRPH WKLV
FKDOOHQJH,W·VWKHULJKWWKLQJWRGRµ

&XVWRPHUVLPSDFWHGE\DYLDQÁXDUHHQ
FRXUDJHGWRFRQWDFWWKHLU)&&UHODWLRQVKLS

PDQDJHU RU WKH )&& &XVWRPHU 6HUYLFH
&HQWUH DW  DV VRRQ DV SRV

VLEOH WR GLVFXVV WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO VLWXDWLRQ
DQGRSWLRQV

Manitoba

AgriInsurance seeding deadline for soybeans extended
0DQLWRED $JULFXOWXUH DQG WKH 0DQLWRED $JULFXOWXUDO
6HUYLFHV&RUSRUDWLRQ 0$6& DUHDQQRXQFLQJWKHH[WHQ
VLRQRIWKH$JUL,QVXUDQFHVHHGLQJGHDGOLQHVIRUVR\EHDQV
VWDUWLQJLQ
7KH IXOO FRYHUDJH VHHGLQJ GHDGOLQHV IRU VR\EHDQV DUH
QRZ-XQHLQ6R\EHDQ$UHDDQG-XQHLQ6R\EHDQ$U
HDVDQG,QDGGLWLRQVR\EHDQJURZHUVLQWKHVHDUHDV
ZLOOQRZEHHOLJLEOHIRULQVXUDQFHLISODQWLQJRFFXUVLQWKH
ÀYH GD\V IROORZLQJ WKH IXOOFRYHUDJH VHHGLQJ GHDGOLQH
+RZHYHU FRYHUDJH ZLOO EH UHGXFHG E\  SHU FHQW 7KH
IXOOFRYHUDJH VHHGLQJ GHDGOLQH IRU 6R\EHDQ$UHD  FRQ

WLQXHV WR EH 0D\  ZLWK QR H[WHQGHG VHHGLQJ GHDGOLQH
FRYHUDJH7KHVHFKDQJHVDUHSHUPDQHQWDQGZLOOEHSDUW
RIWKH$JUL,QVXUDQFHFRQWUDFWJRLQJIRUZDUG
7KHVH FKDQJHV ZHUH PDGH LQ FRQVXOWDWLRQ ZLWK WKH
0DQLWRED 3XOVH DQG 6R\EHDQ *URZHUV$VVRFLDWLRQ DIWHU
DUHYLHZRIDYDLODEOHGDWDDQGDJURQRPLFFRQVLGHUDWLRQV
VXFK DV JURZLQJ VHDVRQ OHQJWK DQG WKH XVH RI YDULHWLHV
WKDW DUH PRUH DGDSWHG WR 0DQLWRED FRQGLWLRQV VLQFH WKH
VHHGLQJ GHDGOLQHV ZHUH ODVW FRQVLGHUHG 7KHVH FKDQJHV
DUHQRWH[SHFWHGWRPDWHULDOO\FKDQJHWKHULVNWRWKH$JUL
,QVXUDQFH SURJUDP DQG WKHUHIRUH WKHUH LV QR FKDQJH WR

SUHPLXPVDVDUHVXOW
0$6&LVQRWFRQVLGHULQJVHHGLQJ GHDGOLQHH[WHQVLRQV
IRURWKHUFURSVDWWKLVWLPH7KHÀQDOVSULQJVHHGLQJGHDG
OLQHIRUPDQ\PDMRUFURSVLV-XQH$JUL,QVXUDQFHFRQ
WUDFW KROGHUV ZKR DUH XQDEOH WR VHHG E\ -XQH  GXH WR
ZHWFRQGLWLRQVDUHHOLJLEOHIRU([FHVV0RLVWXUH,QVXUDQFH
0$6& FOLHQWV DUH HQFRXUDJHG WR FRQQHFW ZLWK WKHLU
0$6&6HUYLFH&HQWUHLIWKH\KDYHTXHVWLRQVDERXW$JUL
,QVXUDQFHRUDUHORRNLQJIRUUHVRXUFHVWRDVVLVWLQGHDOLQJ
ZLWKZHWFRQGLWLRQV)RUDIXOOOLVWRI0$6&VHHGLQJGHDG
OLQHVYLVLWZZZPDVFPEFDVHHGLQJGHDGOLQHV

306-434-6485

lawrence_hein@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL
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Q Full Exterior Renos
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Q Full Interior Renos
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Q Custom Decks
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Q Siding, Sofﬁt & Fascia

AND MUCH MORE!
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How the rise of online auctions is changing used farm equipment sales
BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
The popularity of online equipment
auctions has taken off in the last few years
but, there’s one item for sale buyers would
like to see more of—used equipment.
Sales of used equipment are usually robust when new equipment manufacturers face challenges, such as those with the
supply chain.
One way buyers can purchase used
equipment is through auctions. While
there has been less in-person auctions, online auction numbers have surged, especially timed auctions.
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers started hosting online auctions in 2002, but most of
its business remained in conjunction with
live auctions. The popularity of timed auctions took off at the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic in early 2020, says Luke Fritshaw, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers regional
sales manager in Saskatoon.

Timed auctions ins and outs
Bidding no longer opens when an aucWLRQHHUJHWVWRDORWEXWWKUHHWRÀYHGD\V
before auction. This allows customers
to put in their maximum bids early and
avoid sitting to watch the auction and wait
for their item.
Since timed auctions are held online,
bidders can take more time to place their
bid from the comfort of their homes.
Though that may mean higher prices,
since bidders have longer to consider the
purchase.
At some auction houses, the time left
on the bid is reset if a bid is placed in the
last two minutes of the sale. That provides
customers with additional time to decide
how high they’re willing to go with their
bidding.
“It’s just a lot more accessible. More customers can manage their time and business, and still be able to bid on equipment
a few days before. Or, they don’t have to
sit down until minutes before the actual
closing time,” Fritshaw says.
Do your research
Buyers need to do their research, and
that’s possible even in most consignment

Buyers want lots of pictures and information on auction websites.
sales. The equipment comes from reputable consumers or dealerships who can
SURYLGH LWV KLVWRU\ 'HDOHU ÀQDQFLQJ LVQ·W
DYDLODEOHDWDXFWLRQVDOHVEXWRWKHUÀQDQFing can easily be arranged.
Buyers want lots of pictures and information on auction websites so they can
make purchase decisions without ever
seeing the equipment in person.
It’s interesting to note that sometimes
even local people bid online to save themselves time. And they can also bid anonymously.
Sellers, consult your accountant
2QHRIWKHÀUVWVWHSVIRUIDUPHUVWKLQNing about having a farm sale should be
WDONLQJ WR WKHLU DFFRXQWDQW IRU ÀQDQFLDO

REDFERN FARM SERVICES
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE
PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINS

and tax advice. Farmers will want to minimize tax implications, considering the
ODUJH FDVK ÁRZ LQFUHDVH WKDW DQ DXFWLRQ
will produce.
An important aspect is choosing a good
time for a farm sale. March/April, June/
July and October/December are usually
considered optimal months for a farm
auction. Some auction houses like Ritchie
Bros. try to avoid auctions in the busy
farming months as farmers are focused on
either putting the crop in or taking it off.
Another factor to consider is that most
buyers want to talk to the seller about
their equipment. Many potential buyers
feel they can get a lot of good information
from the farmer who has owned, operated
and serviced the equipment to be sold. The

auction company doesn’t know the history
of the equipment like the owner does. In
some cases, a potential buyer will request
that an independent mechanic examine a
piece of equipment in advance of a sale.
,IEX\HUVSODQWRÀQDQFHDQ\SXUFKDVHV
it should be arranged before the auction.
Most farmers factor in after-sale costs such
as trucking, but it’s wise to research this
beforehand to avoid surprises.
Early bids
Timed auctions won’t completely replace live bidding, but they will remain
an option. Buyers still have a desire to get
together with others at live auctions, but
´EX\HUVDQGVHOOHUVVHHDEHQHÀWLQXVLQJ
the timed auction system.”
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USED & CONSIGNMENT SALES
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SHAKIN’ AT WOLVERINE
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TUNE IN SATURDAY MORNINGS

SAVE THE DATE!
Contact any of our locations today!

204.748.1122

|

redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113

WOLVERINE DAYS
JUNE 25 & 26, 2022 - CUSTOMER APPRECIATION AND RANGE EVENT
FOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
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Elize Steyn submitted these photos of seeding in the RM of Silverwood as part of the World-Spectator’s Spring Seeding Contest.
Spring seeding photos can be sent to photos@world-spectator.com
for a chance to win $100 and have your photos displayed in the paper.

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK
Enterprises

Ltd.

306.452.6309

34:tfc
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FCC ready to work with customers affected
by widespread flooding in Manitoba
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is prepared
to work with Manitoba customers conFHUQHG DERXW ÀQDQFLDO KDUGVKLS GXH WR
WKHÁRRGLQJFDXVHGE\WRUUHQWLDOUDLQIDOO
VQRZPHOWDQGZDWHUZD\LFHMDPV
´:LGHVSUHDG ÁRRGLQJ DORQJ WKH 5HG
5LYHUFRPELQHGZLWKKHDY\UDLQWKDWUHFHQWO\EODQNHWHGSDUWVRIZHVWHUQ0DQLWREDKDVQRWRQO\IRUFHGWKHHYDFXDWLRQRI
VRPHFRPPXQLWLHVEXWKDVDOVRGLVUXSWHG
VRPHIDUPRSHUDWLRQVGXULQJWKLVFULWLFDO
SODQWLQJVHDVRQµVDLG6KDQQRQ:HDWKHUDOOVHQLRUYLFHSUHVLGHQWRI)&&·V3UDLULH
RSHUDWLRQV ´:H ZDQW WR DVVXUH FXVWRPHUV ZKR ÀQG WKHPVHOYHV ÀQDQFLDOO\ YXOQHUDEOHDVDUHVXOWRIWKHVHFLUFXPVWDQFHV
WKDW)&&ZLOOZRUNZLWKWKHPWRH[SORUH
DOORSWLRQVIRUDGGUHVVLQJDQ\VKRUWWHUP
FDVKÁRZSUREOHPVµ
,W KDV EHHQ DQ H[WUHPHO\ FKDOOHQJLQJ
WLPHIRUPDQ\SURGXFHUVDFURVVVRXWKHUQ
0DQLWRED VLQFH PDQ\ RI WKH VDPH DUHDV
DOVR IDFHG DGYHUVH JURZLQJ FRQGLWLRQV
ODVW\HDUGXHWRGURXJKWRUDODFNRIPRLVWXUH LQ VRPH UHJLRQV WKDW UHGXFHG \LHOGV
DQG FUHDWHG KLJKHU LQSXW DQG IHHG FRVWV
IRUOLYHVWRFNSURGXFHUV
)&& PD\ FRQVLGHU DGGLWLRQDO VKRUW
WHUP FUHGLW RSWLRQV GHIHUUDO RI SULQFLSDO
SD\PHQWV DQGRU RWKHU ORDQ SD\PHQW
VFKHGXOH DPHQGPHQWV WR UHGXFH WKH ÀQDQFLDO SUHVVXUHV RQ SURGXFHUV DIIHFWHG
E\ WKH ÁRRGLQJ )&& ZLOO DOVR RIIHU ÁH[LELOLW\DQGDFRPELQDWLRQRIRSWLRQVEDVHG
RQ WKH LQGLYLGXDO QHHGV RI LWV FXVWRPHUV VLQFH HDFK IDUP ÀQDQFLDO VLWXDWLRQ LV
XQLTXH

´7KHULVNRIH[WUHPHZHDWKHULVDOZD\V
WRS RI PLQG IRU SURGXFHUV EXW WKHUH DUH
WLPHV ZKHQ FRPSRXQGLQJ FLUFXPVWDQFHV
FDQ RYHUZKHOP HYHQ WKH VWURQJHVW ULVN
PDQDJHPHQW SODQµ :HDWKHUDOO VDLG

´)&& LV KHUH WR SURYLGH WKH ÁH[LELOLW\
FXVWRPHUVQHHGWRPDNHLWWKURXJKWKHVH
VLWXDWLRQV DQG JHW WKHLU EXVLQHVVHV EDFN
RQWUDFNµ
&XVWRPHUVDIIHFWHGE\ÁRRGLQJDUHHQ-

FRXUDJHG WR FRQWDFW WKHLU )&& UHODWLRQVKLS PDQDJHU RU WKH )&& &XVWRPHU 6HUYLFH &HQWUH DW  DV VRRQ DV
SRVVLEOHWRGLVFXVVWKHLULQGLYLGXDOVLWXDWLRQDQGRSWLRQV

Grain & Fertilizer Transport
RANDAL FATTEICHER
Bus. Cell: 306-496-7828 | Cell: 306-743-7828

boundary trucking@sasktel.net

Matthew Yanick • Rocanville, SK • 306-434-6909

CX

0

%

UP TO

Financing*

60

Months

3000

$

UP TO

Cash Back* (T-L-B )

25 HP

UNIVERSE
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

.,27,FRP

*Offer available March 1, 2022 – May 31, 2022. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in CAD dollars. Additional fees including, but not limited to,
taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program
period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer
for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – May 31, 2022.
Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2022 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

BOOK YOUR AGTRON
WIRELESS FLOW & BLOCKAGE
SYSTEM NOW FOR SPRING!
£ Precision
Farming Displays
£ Autosteer
Systems
£ Application
Control Systems
£ And more!

SUPPORT

PLANS

Mention this ad to receive 10% off your MY Support Plan for 2022!
Includes phone support for the year (during and after-business hours),
on-farm calls throughout the growing season, pre-season calibrations/
software upgrades, operator training and in-ﬁeld tuning of machinery and
technology functions

Contact Matt Yanick for more information:
306-434-6909 • matt@myprecisionag.ca
www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg
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#TIMETODIGDEEPER

Producing more potash
in Canada is better for
the world—and you.
Fewer emissions
More jobs
Billions of dollars for
our economy

Scan the QR Code with
your mobile phone to visit
the website

Yet, one-sided Canada
only extra costs are
making it increasingly
ÌðŨÆķăĴĴďÆďĉĨÐĴÐ
œðĴìďķīæăďÅăīðŒăĮȘ

It’s time to dig deeper.
Learn more at timetodigdeeper.com

Dig Deeper_Print Ad_Full-Page_10.25x14_FINAL.indd 1

2020-10-27 1:59 PM
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Table 1: Livestock prices ($/cwt) are expected to improve YoY and to
exceed the 5-year average
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Figure 1: Chinese ’22 pork production growth larger than anticipated –
reducing pork imports

2022 Cattle and hog outlook update:

Mixed proﬁtability for Canada’s red meat sectors
BY JUSTIN SHEPHERD
ECONOMIST WITH FCC
The Russian invasion of Ukraine has
changed the feed cost outlook for 2022,
and stronger price volatility will continue
for the remainder of the year, challenging
SURÀWDELOLW\
Cattle prices in 2022 are forecasted to
UHPDLQDWRUDERYHEXWPDUJLQVZLOO
remain under pressure due to high feed
FRVWV 7DEOH   )HHGORW PDUJLQV DUH SURMHFWHG WR EH QHJDWLYH RQ DYHUDJH ZKLOH
FRZFDOI PDUJLQV DUH H[SHFWHG WR EH QHDU
EUHDNHYHQ,PSURYHGSDVWXUHDQGIRUDJH
FRQGLWLRQVLQ:HVWHUQ&DQDGDZLOOEHFULWLFDOIRUSURÀWDELOLW\LQWKHFRZFDOIVHFWRU
2QWDULR KRJ SULFHV DUH SURMHFWHG WR EH
VLJQLÀFDQWO\KLJKHUWKDQWKHODVWIHZ\HDUV
EXWPDUJLQVDUHSURMHFWHGWREHEHORZWKH
ÀYH\HDUDYHUDJHGXHWRKLJKHUIHHGFRVWV
4XHEHFKRJSULFHVDUHVXEMHFWWRDWHPSRUDU\ SULFH DGMXVWPHQW EDVHG RQ DQ DJUHHPHQW EHWZHHQ SURGXFHUV DQG SURFHVVRUV
$SULO4XHEHFKRJSULFHVZHUHSUHFHQW
lower compared to Ontario, according to
$$)&GDWD
4XHEHFSURFHVVRUVDOVRDJUHHGWRUHGXFH
2QWDULRKRJVODXJKWHUVE\KHDGSHU
ZHHN GXULQJ WKLV WLPH +LJK IHHG FRVWV
may also put pressure on feeder hog prices
WKDW DUH QRW IXOO\ FDSWXUHG LQ WKH 7DEOH 
IRUHFDVWV0DQLWREDKRJSULFHVDUHIRUHFDVW
WREHXSVLJQLÀFDQWO\LQ0DUJLQVZLOO
EHWLJKWRYHUDOOLQWKHKRJVHFWRU
,Q )HEUXDU\ )&& LGHQWLÀHG &KLQD·V HIIRUWV WR UHEXLOG LWV KRJ KHUG &DQDGLDQ
IHHGDYDLODELOLW\DQGSULFHVDQGGRPHVWLF
red meat demand, as three dominant forcHVLPSDFWLQJSURÀWDELOLW\RIWKH&DQDGLDQ
FDWWOHDQGKRJVHFWRUV7KH\DUHVWLOOH[HUW-

Figure 2: United States largest destination for Canadian pork exports
in Q1
ing dominance in addition to the war in
Ukraine and weather-related impacts on
WKHJOREDOIHHGVXSSO\
China’s impressive efforts
to rebuild hog herd and shifting
export destinations
&KLQD·V SRUN SURGXFWLRQ LV IRUHFDVW WR
grow around 7 pre cent YoY, up from the
 SHU FHQW SURMHFWHG DW WKH VWDUW RI WKH
\HDU )LJXUH   7KH TXLFNHUWKDQDQWLFLpated recovery of the Chinese hog herd
is reducing Canadian pork export opporWXQLWLHV :KLOH SURGXFWLRQ LV QRW EDFN WR
SUH$6)OHYHOVSRUNVXSSO\DQGGHPDQG
LQ&KLQDDUHPRUHEDODQFHG&KLQHVHSRUN

Marek Zdunczyk
306-435-1717 • MOOSOMIN, SK
CARS | TRUCKS | ENGINES
TRANSMISSIONS | HORSE TRAILERS
AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
AIR CONDITIONING | SCANS | WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
BOATS | TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

To advertise in Ag News contact
us at 306-435-2445 or email
world_spectator@sasktel.net

LPSRUWVDUHH[SHFWHGWRIDOOSHUFHQWLQ
DQGDUHVRPHZKDWEHKLQGWKHUHFHQW
GHFOLQH LQ 86 SRUN FXWRXW YDOXHV &RQYHUVHO\&KLQHVHEHHILPSRUWVDUHH[SHFWHG
to increase for the third straight year, with
the USDA forecasting an increase of 4 per
FHQWLQ
Chinese imports of Canadian pork
GURSSHG  SHU FHQW LQ 4 RI  FRPSDUHG WR WKH VDPH SHULRG LQ  &DQDGLDQ H[SRUWV WR WKH 86 LQFUHDVHG  SHU
FHQW )LJXUH   7RWDO 4 &DQDGLDQ SRUN
H[SRUWVZHUHELOOLRQGRZQSHUFHQW
<R<:KLOHWKHYDOXHRITXDUWHUO\H[SRUWV
was the lowest in three years, they remain
YHU\ VWURQJ FRPSDUHG WR SUH$6) 9HU\
VWURQJFRZVODXJKWHULQWKH86DQGDGHFOLQHLQWKH86KRJEUHHGLQJKHUGLQ4
suggest strong demand for Canadian pork
DQGEHHIH[SRUWV
Continued on Page B19 
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Figure 3: Canadian tame hay acres
and production in a downward trend

B19

Figure 4: Monthly average Canadian retail protein price ratios

2022 Cattle and hog outlook update:

Mixed proﬁtability for Canada’s red meat sectors
Continued from Page B18
Lack of feed availability
and strong prices in Canada
Since the initial outlook, feed availability has further deteriorated with tight global stocks and increased market uncertainty
due to the war in Ukraine. Feed costs for
 DUH QRZ SURMHFWHG WR EH XS VLJQLÀ
cantly compared to 2021 for both feed
barley and corn (Table 2). Canadian crop
year purchases of corn from the U.S. are a
record 3.7 million tonnes due to reduced
grain production in western Canada.
One of the key feeds to watch this spring
is tame hay. Last year’s Prairie drought
wreaked havoc on production, causing a
007VKRUWIDOOUHODWLYHWRWKHÀYH\HDU
average (Figure 3) and the lowest overall
production since 1949. Acres harvested
for hay have been trending downward
since the 2003 peak, and 2022 spring did
not help get cattle back out on the grass.
Heavy April snowfall in eastern Saskatchewan/Manitoba and drought conditions
in Alberta and southwest Saskatchewan
meant producers had to continue feeding hay. Hay prices were up 71 per cent in
February YoY and should stay high until

stocks can be rebuilt this summer. Spring
and summer rains will be needed to help
western cattle producers. Conversely, hay
production in eastern Canada was extremely strong and supportive of producer margins.
'RPHVWLFUHGPHDWGHPDQGDQGLQÁDWLRQ
5HWDLOLQÁDWLRQLQ0DUFKDWSHUFHQW
for beef led to the protein retail price increase, while pork’s 6.4 per cent YoY increase was the lowest relative to other
proteins such as chicken (7.4 per cent) and
dairy (9.0 per cent). As consumers head
into grilling season, beef has become more
expensive relative to pork (Figure 4). Pork
has become cheaper relative to both chicken and beef. Poultry, especially turkey and
eggs, will likely continue to appreciate in
SULFH GXH WR ZLGHVSUHDG DYLDQ LQÁXHQ]D
hitting North America hard.
3ULFHVIRUUHGPHDWVDUHOLNHO\WRVWDELOL]H
at high levels given higher costs across the
entire supply chain and the strong domestic and global demand for proteins. Yet,
VXVWDLQHG SURÀWDELOLW\ IRU FDWWOH DQG KRJ
operations remains elusive in the current
environment. A strong 2022 crop would
certainly bring relief to feed costs.

Table 2: Feed prices remain elevated
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Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!
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