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Providing practical engineering 
and project management services to 

the potash mining industry
Darren Cuthill, P.Eng

April oil and gas public offering
raises nearly $13 million in revenue



Monday, June 1, 2026 The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask. C3

Saskatchewan’s world class 
mining sector continues to drive 
economic growth, generating 
over $12.8 billion in mineral 
sales in 2025, a 19 per cent in-
crease compared to 2024.

This growth was primarily 
due to substantial gains in the 
value of potash and uranium 
sales. Potash sales rose by over 
18 per cent to a total of $9.3 bil-
lion, while uranium sales in-
creased by 24 per cent to $3.2 
billion, setting a new industry 
record. Notably, 2025 marked 
the second consecutive year that 
uranium sales exceeded the Sas-
katchewan Growth Plan’s 2030 
target, surpassing it by more 
than 50 per cent.

“Potash continues to be a core 
pillar of our strong economy, 
while our world-class uranium 
industry continues to create op-
portunities for people in the 
north and all of Saskatchewan,” 
Energy and Resources Minister 
Chris Beaudry said. “Along with 
the continued growth of potash 
and uranium, other Saskatche-
wan mineral projects are advanc-
ing including in helium, lithium, 
gold, copper and zinc. The diver-
sity of our natural resources sec-
tor is our strength and one of the 
reasons Saskatchewan is a true 
critical minerals powerhouse.”

“In a time of global uncer-
tainty, mineral producers in Sas-
katchewan offer a secure and re-
liable source of critical minerals 
that provide food and clean en-
ergy security to our global trad-
ing partners, while creating eco-

at home,” Saskatchewan Min-
ing Association President Pam 
Schwann said.

In 2025, Saskatchewan once 
again led Canada in mineral re-
source development spending 
with annual investment total-
ling $6.7 billion, contributing 
25 per cent of the national total. 
Saskatchewan also accounted 
for over 16 per cent of national 
spending on mineral explora-
tion, surpassing the Critical Min-
erals Strategy goal of reaching 15 
per cent of national exploration 
spending. In 2026, Saskatchewan 
exploration spending is expected 
to grow to $483 million, an in-
crease of 23 per cent compared 

to 2025. 
In the 2026-2027 provincial 

budget, the Government of Sas-
katchewan extended the Target-
ed Mineral Exploration Incen-
tive (TMEI) to encourage more 
exploration and new mineral 
discoveries. Last year, this key 
program supported 34 explora-
tion projects, with companies 
investing an estimated $70 mil-
lion in those projects. Since the 
program was launched in 2018, 
the TMEI has supported 131 ex-
ploration projects, resulting in an 
estimated $245 million in project 
expenditures. 

“The Government of Saskatch-
ewan’s Targeted Mineral Explo-

ration Incentive program has 
been instrumental in advancing 
Trident’s exploration activities in 
the La Ronge Gold Belt, helping 
accelerate discovery and unlock 

potential,” Trident Resources 
Corp. CEO Jon Weisblatt said. 
“With our 30,000 to 40,000 metre 
drill program now well under-
way, this support is contributing 
meaningfully to both our current 
progress and long-term growth 
strategy. Saskatchewan contin-
ues to build strong momentum 
as a destination of choice for re-
source development and invest-
ment, and we are encouraged by 
the growing excitement across 

the province around both critical 
and precious metals.”

By the end of 2026, Saskatch-
ewan is expected to see new 
commercial production of three 
critical minerals that have never 
been produced in the province 
before - copper, zinc and lithium. 

the province’s Critical Minerals 
Strategy, to double the number 
of critical minerals produced in 
the province by 2030. 

Eldorado Gold Corp.’s (for-
merly Foran Mining Corp.) new 
copper-zinc-gold-silver project 
at McIlvenna Bay is expected to 
launch commercial operations 
by the middle of this year, and 
Prairie Lithium Ltd. is on target 
to enter production before the 
end of 2026. Saskatchewan is 
currently the largest producer of 
helium in Canada, with helium 
operations in the southwest area 
of the province supplying rough-
ly three per cent of the global 
market.

The province’s competitive 
incentives and clear, predictable 
regulatory framework make it a 
top global destination for mining 
development. The Fraser Insti-
tute recently ranked Saskatche-
wan as one of the top three juris-
dictions in the world for mining 
investment attractiveness.

The sector also ensures long-
term economic stability for fami-
lies in the province, employing 
over 20,000 people through di-
rect jobs and contractors serving 
the sector, in addition to over $3 
billion of annual procurement 
from Saskatchewan businesses.

Saskatchewan mining sector delivering 
strong results and a bright future

26061FN0

Behind every farmer is a story of dedication. 
Stories stretching from Saskatchewan’s mines to fields 
around the world. Stories powered by the people, products, 
and potash that help growers  move forward with confidence.  
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Toronto-based Rashid Husain Syed, a 
highly regarded analyst specializing in en-
ergy and politics, particularly in the Middle 
East. In addition to his contributions to lo-
cal and international newspapers, Rashid 
frequently lends his expertise as a speaker 
at global conferences. Organizations such 
as the Department of Energy in Washington 
and the International Energy Agency in Par-
is have sought his insights on global energy 
matters.

Rashid Husain Sued
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BY KARA KINNA
The World-Spectator spoke to Chris 

Beaudry, the Saskatchewan Minister of 
Energy and Resources, about the Thor 
Project.

In January, Canadian Energy Metals 
Corp. announced the results of its Prelimi-
nary Economic Assessment (PEA), which 
outlines the scale, quality, and potential 

-
jor domestic alumina resource. The PEA 
was prepared by two leading engineering 

The Thor Project has the potential to 
position Canada as a secure North Ameri-
can source of alumina, providing a long-
term alternative to imported bauxite and 
strengthening critical supply chains.

Thor is located within CEM’s holdings 
of 2,557 square kilometres (987 square 
miles) in East Central Saskatchewan.

-
plates a surface mining and processing 
operation with an average throughput of 
16.5 million tonnes per year of ore feed, 
supporting alumina production of 1.8 
million tonnes per year over a 25-year 
project life. 

The Thor Project has the potential to 
create an entirely new processing and val-
ue-added industry for Saskatchewan and 
North America.

Following are the comments from Min-
ister Beaudry:

Tell me a little bit about the history be-
hind the Thor Project.

Canadian Energy Metals was founded 
back in 2021 and since the discovery of 
the Thor Project in 2022, they’ve made 

-
source. Also, the government of Saskatch-
ewan has supported the development of 
the project through the Targeted Minerals 
Exploration Incentive, which is a program 
that supports early-stage hard rock min-
eral exploration.

The Thor Project is extremely exciting, 
but also has a long way to go. The prospect 

is extremely exciting for the province.

-

Canada and North America?
One thing that’s great about our prov-

ince is that we’re already Canada’s larg-
est primary producer of critical minerals. 
And in 2026 we’re going to see commer-
cial production of six critical minerals, in-
cluding potash, uranium, helium, lithium, 
copper and zinc. And with CEM’s discov-
ery of alumina, this helps show the poten-

mining sector.

What are the next steps in order to ac-

to happen?
Currently, they’re developing a plan for 

economic production, which is essential. 
They delve deep into feasibility, project 
engineering and a few other things that 
are undertaken by the company.

-

The potential for a large critical miner-
als project is exciting for the province on 
the whole. It’s extremely exciting for the 
east central area of Saskatchewan, but it’s 
still in the very early stages, and mining 
projects can take many years to develop. 
There’s still a lot of benchmarks and mile-
stones that the Thor Project needs to reach 
before it can be considered commercially 
viable, and I think it’s just a little early to 
contemplate the impacts of what it could 
do for Saskatchewan and the east central 
region.

-

-
veloped?

Already on a global scale Saskatchewan 
is positioned as one of the strongest places 
to look for and develop critical minerals. 

We have 27 of Canada’s 34 critical miner-
als. We have an abundance of resources, 
along with our strong regulatory frame-
work and attractive incentives. This 
makes our province one of the top juris-
dictions for resource development.

I was just currently in Vancouver and 
Calgary, and when I would ask industry 
what needs to be done in Saskatchewan, 
they said nothing. You guys are at the 
forefront. You are the benchmark for a 
government that brings in industry. 

The preliminary economic assessment 

and the government’s next steps be?
Well, CEM did announce that they’re 

doing the pre-feasibility study in 2026, 
and as for the government, there are no 

their feasibility study. They have a lot of 
work with the ball in their court before the 

ball gets put back into the government’s 
court—not even put back, but before we 

I think it’s still very early to determine 
that, and because of the nature of the proj-
ect, that’s almost impossible to answer 
right now, but CEM is very committed to 
their project, and I think they’re going to 
move with as much haste as they can as a 
company.

need to be put in place to develop this 

potentially employ?
I think we’re really early to be answer-

ing those kinds of questions, but the Sas-
katchewan government will work with 
the company and the surrounding com-
munities to determine what’s needed 
when it comes to infrastructure and job 
creation.

-

-
dustry?

I think we touched on that earlier with 
our incentives, and what industry has 
said, that we’ve built a framework already 
that drives industry. Industry is looking at 
us, saying ‘this is a place we want to be.’

about this?
It’s always exciting to see new projects, 

especially in an area close to my home. 
But I also would say, there are a lot of 
projects that show up in this industry, and 
many come to fruition and some don’t. 
And I really hope that this is one of the 
ones that comes to fruition and can really 
help East Central Saskatchewan and the 
entire province and nation.

Visit us online at www.world-spectator.com

The Thor Project

Minister Beaudry says prospect of new
resource ‘extremely exciting’ for Saskatchewan  

The Thor Project area is located in East Central Saskatchewan, and would be Canada’s first major domestic alumina resource.

Minister of Energy and
Resources, Chris Beaudry.
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The Government of Sas-
katchewan has introduced 
new legislation to support 
mining projects and to 
help maximize the value of 
mineral resources for the 
provincial economy and 
the people of Saskatch-
ewan. 

The Mineral Resources 
Amendment Act, 2025, ta-
bled in the Saskatchewan 
Legislature today, pro-
vides stability and certain-
ty for resource companies 
and enhances Saskatch-
ewan’s position as one of 
the world’s top-rated juris-
dictions for mining invest-
ment. 

The new legislation al-
lows for the establishment 
of designated subsurface 
development areas. This 
tool enables companies to 
apply for access to min-
eral resources that would 
otherwise remain under-
ground.

“These changes will un-

ue for our potash resources 
in the province,” Potash at 
The Mosaic Company Vice 
President of Operations 
Lawrence Berthelet said. 

“By enabling companies 
to tap into stranded as-
sets—that will otherwise 
never be mined - we are 
able to produce more pot-
ash which means creat-
ing millions of dollars in 
more value for Saskatch-
ewan people, the govern-
ment and enhancing our 
ability to mine effectively. 

This forward-thinking ap-
proach will help secure 
continued growth for the 
provincial economy.”

“These changes enable a 
win for all parties—while 
responsibly developing 
Saskatchewan’s mineral 
resources,” Saskatchewan 
Mining Association Presi-
dent Pam Schwann said.  

“The ability to openly com-
municate issues with the 
Government of Saskatch-
ewan and collaboratively 
develop solutions is a key 
reason why Saskatchewan 
is a globally competitive 
mining jurisdiction.”

“Nutrien welcomes the 
amendments to the Min-
eral Resources Act,” Pot-

ash and Phosphate Senior 
Vice President, Upstream 
Trevor Berg said. “Devel-
oped through strong col-
laboration between indus-
try and government, this 
legislation provides great-
er certainty for producers 
accessing Saskatchewan’s 
potash resources. By maxi-
mizing opportunities for 

it ensures the province 

world-class mineral assets 
while delivering lasting 
value to our communities 
and economy.”

Companies will be able 
to apply to the Minister of 
Energy and Resources for 
a designated subsurface 
development area in cases 
where private mineral 
owners cannot be located 
or reasonable efforts have 
been exhausted to negoti-
ate an agreement. A fair 
and transparent process 
has been designed to en-
sure affected mineral own-
ers’ interests are protected 
while advancing resource 
development for the ben-

Saskatchewan continues 
to rank as Canada’s top 
jurisdiction for mining in-
vestment, according to the 
Fraser Institute’s Annual 
Survey of Mining Compa-
nies. In 2025, the province 
is projected to attract over 
$7 billion in overall mining 
investment, which would 
once again lead the coun-
try.

Sask enhances legislation to support
development of resource projects

We wish to Thank and Recognize Mosaic and Nutrien 
and their employees for their continued success & 

support throughout the province!

•

Site Development
Mining Industry

Earth Moving
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Malcolm Kendall
COR CERTIFIED

Box 179  •  Carievale, SK  •  S0C 0P0

306-928-2237
Cell: 306-483-8988
mac.ken@sasktel.net

Brady Kendall
306-482-8779

Licensed Commercial & Domestic 
Gas Fitters with inter-provincial 
Journeyman plumbing tickets.

24-HOUR
SERVICE

Residential, Commercial 
& Light Industrial
Plumbing, Heating 
& Air Conditioning

@ SaskproMachine
ESTERHAZY, SK
306-745-6440

WWW.SASKPRO.COM

Saskpro is proud to serve 
the Mining, Energy and 
Manufacturing Sectors.
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SAND • GRAVEL • EARTHWORKS
OILFIELD MAINTENANCE & 

CONSTRUCTION!
CALL (306) 435-9557 TODAY!

CLAY BECKER

Nutrien Rocanville the
world’s largest potash mine
These aerial photos of Nutrien Rocanville 

potash mine were taken by Ashley Bochek and 
Kevin Weedmark last week during a fl ight with 
local pilot Rob Austin.

Nutrien Rocanville is the largest potash mine 
in the world. The mine’s underground footprint 
is about the size of the city of Calgary, and the 
two headframes at the Rocanville mine site and 
Scissors Creek mine site are about 13 miles 
apart.

The Scissors Creek headframe, along with 
the K3 headframe at Mosaic Esterhazy site, are 
two of the tallest structures in Saskatchewan.

The Nutrien Rocanville mine employs around 
900 people from around the region

The mine ships large amounts of potash by 
train every day—on average 20,000 tonnes a 
day. Seven to 80 per cent of the mine’s prod-
uct is domestic, some is shipped by rail to the 
U.S., and some goes to the port of Vancouver 
to be shipped to other countries.

Above and top of page: The main Nutrien mine site near the town of 
Rocanville.

Left: The Scissors Creek headframe which is about 13 miles away 
from the Rocanville mine site.
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The 2026-27 Provincial 
Budget strengthens Sas-
katchewan’s position as 
one of the top jurisdictions 
in the world for resource 
development. 

“This budget makes stra-
tegic investments in our 
energy and mining sectors 
so they can continue to 
grow their industries, cre-
ate good jobs and power 
economic growth in our 
province,” Energy and Re-
sources Minister Chris Be-
audry said. “Our govern-
ment will continue to be 
a strong supporter of our 
world class resource sec-
tors, which are key to our 
province’s future and our 
commitment to protecting 
Saskatchewan.” 

This year’s budget in-
cludes $2.3 million for the 
third year of the Saskatch-
ewan Geological Survey’s 
(SGS) Public Geoscience 
Initiative. This investment 
will improve access to new, 
high-quality geoscience 
information to encourage 
mineral exploration and 
promote new critical min-
eral discoveries. The Pub-
lic Geoscience Initiative is 
a $10 million commitment 
by the Government of Sas-
katchewan that spans over 
10 years. 

The budget also pro-
vides $3.5 million for the 
continuation of the Tar-
geted Mineral Exploration 
Incentive (TMEI), a key 
program designed to grow 
and diversify Saskatch-
ewan’s mining sector and 
drive mineral exploration 
activity. In 2025, Saskatch-
ewan exploration expen-
ditures are estimated to 
have reached 17 per cent of 
the Canadian total, which 
would surpass the Critical 
Mineral Strategy goal of 
reaching 15 per cent of na-

tional exploration expendi-
tures by 2030.

The High Water-Cut Oil 
Well Program is extended 
in this budget to support 
oil production and contrib-
ute to reaching Saskatch-
ewan’s goal of 600,000 
barrels per day by 2030. 
In alignment with the Sas-
katchewan Growth Plan, 
this program encourages 
capital investment and ex-
tends the life of existing oil 
wells.

With budget 2026-27, the 
modernization of Saskatch-
ewan’s timber royalty sys-
tem will come into effect. 
These changes will align 
the timber royalty system 
with other resource royalty 
structures in Saskatchewan 
and ensure the industry 
remains competitive with 
other jurisdictions. The 
modernized timber roy-
alty system will support 
the forestry industry in 
meeting Saskatchewan’s 

Growth Plan goal to dou-
ble the size of the forestry 
sector by 2030.

Saskatchewan’s world-
leading natural resource 
sectors, competitive explo-
ration incentives and clear 
regulatory framework 
make it Canada’s premier 
destination for investment. 
The Fraser Institute recent-
ly ranked Saskatchewan 
as the third-best jurisdic-
tion in the world for min-
ing investment attraction. 
The 2026-27 Budget will 
enable the Saskatchewan 
Government to continue to 
provide health, safety and 
social services to residents, 
while ensuring the contin-
ued strength of our econo-
my and the sustainability 
of our energy and resource 
industries.

Money in Sask budget for strategic
investment in energy and mining sectors



BY KARA KINNA
The  Government of Saskatchewan and SaskPower 

have announced plans to formally evaluate large nuclear 
reactor technologies for use in Saskatchewan. The tech-
nology selection process will take place alongside Sask-
Power’s existing nuclear small modular reactor (SMR) 
project.

The World-Spectator spoke with Travis Keisig, Legis-
lative Secretary for SaskPower, recently, about that an-
nouncement. Following is the interview:

What does a technology selection process entail for 
evaluating large nuclear reactors?

There’s a myriad of technology globally, because you’re 
going to be looking at a global context for these technolo-
gies. There’s the tested and proven can-do reactors in On-
tario. There’s the AP 1000s in Westinghouse, the United 
Kingdom has several reactor designs. So we’re going to 
take a broad look at all of those and go through the crite-
ria of fuel availability, technology, deployment, and a lot 
of steps and processes.

That’s the start of it is kind of looking at the big picture. 
And then we start whittling it down to what technol-

needs.

Is this SaskPower and the government saying that 
they are indeed actually going to go ahead with large 
nuclear power generation in Saskatchewan?

You have to start the process of looking at what reactor 
design would work best in Saskatchewan’s environment, 
what provider can actually provide you with the tech-
nology and the unit to build it. So you have to look at a 
lot of things and we also have to really pay attention to 
potential costs and what those would be.

Why are these steps being taken now?
We are kind of at a interesting point in time. I mean, the 

Prime Minister of Canada said repeatedly that he wants 
Canada to be an energy superpower, and electrical gen-
eration is a huge cornerstone of being an energy super-
power. And Saskatchewan has a long history of uranium 
mining, doing it in an environmentally sustainable way, 
having some of the highest First Nations employment in 
Saskatchewan.

It’s a great industry. It does so much to help northern 
residents and all Saskatchewan residents. And so, is this 
the time that we should be looking at adding nuclear 

Why do you think Saskatchewan is well positioned 
to support nuclear power generation?

The fuel source is readily available in Saskatchewan, 
and if you look at a map, we are in the center of the North 
American continent, so we can provide electrons down a 
power line heading south, north, east or west and help 
sell electricity to all of our neighboring jurisdictions.

If the industry was developed like, what kind of 
timeline are we looking at?

There hasn’t been a new nuclear jurisdiction in North 
America in over 40 years. We are breaking ground in Sas-
katchewan, any place that has built new nuclear reactors 
had a facility already. Any place that had a facility has 
been able to add on to their facilities or add another reac-
tor. Like at Darlington (Ontario), the Bruce Power Sta-
tion has always been there, and they’re adding on a small 
modular reactor. In Georgia they built two new nuclear 
reactors there, but there were two reactors already there. 
They added two more.

To have a brand new, unique jurisdiction, there hasn’t 
been one started in North America in over 40 years. So, 
there is a lot of environmental planning that has to go 
into it. There are a lot of processes that you have to fol-
low, so it’s important that we start the process now, be-
cause it takes a long time to get nuclear approval.

When you say a long time, approximately how long?
Between 10 and 20 years.

Where in Saskatchewan would be the best place to 
develop something like this?

We haven’t really started the site selection process yet. 
We have to pick a technology and then tailor the site loca-

place to build it, and, you have to make sure that you’re 
doing excellent public engagement throughout the entire 
process, and keep everyone informed on what’s happen-
ing.

How much energy could be created from large nucle-
ar reactors?

Alarge reactor typically generates 1,000 megawatts. So 
that’s a very substantial portion of our electricity. Typi-
cally in Saskatchewan we use between 4,000 and 4,500 
megawatts a day. So a large a large reactor would be 
1,000 megawatts, so it would be a substantial addition to 

How many jobs do you think could be created if 
something like this were developed in Saskatchewan?

There would be thousands during construction, and 
then there would be very good jobs in the operation of 

the plant. It’s typically a very high end career in the nu-
clear industry.

If you’ve chose a site, what kind of infrastructure 
needs to be developed in order to support large scale 
nuclear?

There’s a lot of different processes involved and the 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, CNSC, is very 
astute in setting out the guidelines and everything else. 
So that process will happen after technology selection is 
made, because every technology is a little bit different. 
So there’s a lot of processes to follow, because safety is 
always top of mind with nuclear energy.

Does the SaskPower grid currently have the capacity 
to handle this kind of power?

Yes, absolutely it does.
Whether you’re creating your electrons from natural 

it’s still an electron. Is an electron running down the line. 
It’s a little bit challenging for SaskPower, because most of 
our units are in that typical 300 megawatt range.

Our current plants always have to have what are called 
turnarounds or shutdowns. You turn the facility off to do 
maintenance and repairs on it. And a nuclear generating 
station is exactly the same. So typically it’s a window 
of every 24 months, it has to be turned off and serviced 
and refueled. And so you have to have your shutdowns 
planned accordingly to your power output and every-
thing else, and that is going to be one of the engineering 
things to work through, is when, if you take a 300 mega-
watt facility off line in a 4,300 megawatt daily use, it’s 
very workable in our system. But taking 1,000 megawatts 
off, you’d have to pay attention to it.

But you wouldn’t have to build extra infrastructure?
No we wouldn’t. But we are adding inter-ties to the 

southwest power pool—those are currently under con-
struction. And we are also looking at inter-ties to sell 
more electricity to Alberta, so we have inter-ties with 
Manitoba, Alberta and the southwest power pool. So 
we’ll have an opportunity to market any extra electricity 
that we would produce as a province.

So if large-scale nuclear came online in Saskatch-
ewan, what would the effect be on our Saskatchewan 
power customers, and also on Saskatchewan’s econo-
my?

We’re kind of laser focused as a government on reli-
ability and affordability—those are our two North Stars. 

It’s beautiful weather out today, but January 27 at 7 pm 
at night is typically, historically, the largest draw in Sas-
katchewan—it can be minus 40, it’s dark, it’s cold. And so 
you kind of build your entire electrical grid around that 
standard. You have to make sure that you’re providing 

reliable base load electricity to all of the Saskatchewan 
residents. And that is one thing, that nuclear power is—
100 per cent reliable base load electricity.

Would it have any effect on people’s power costs? 
Costs are kind of undetermined. As you are able to 

mass produce and build more of something, typically the 
prices come down. And when we’re doing selection of 

nitely looking at very hard.

Is there anything else that you think people should 
know about this?

Alot of people are super excited about the future of the 
nuclear industry in Saskatchewan, and it’s important for 
people to understand that there hasn’t been a new juris-
diction in North America in 40 years, so there’s a lot of 
processes to go through and we’re going to follow all of 
the steps and do our public engagement or Indigenous 
engagement as we move through the process.

But we’re excited as a government to see this brought 
forward. And it’s something that should have been done 
a long time ago. In Saskatchewan, we’ve been a proud 
producer of uranium out of this province for generations, 
and it’s a viable energy source, and it’s critical in today’s 
day and age,

Because we produce our own uranium, is there a cost 
savings in that?

The uranium is mined in Saskatchewan, and then it’s 

source of energy.
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To Mosaic, Nutrien, our 
local manufacturing businesses 

and their employees:

Thank you for your hard 
work and contributions to 

our community and for 
your continued support.

SAPARA’S DRUG MART
Esterhazy, SK

Ph. (306) 745-6662

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5:30pm

Stockholm Agencies Ltd
Dawn  Nagy - CAIB

113 Ohlen Street  •  Box 322  •  Stockholm, SK  •  S0A 3Y0

306-793-2900
306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net

Keisig talks about Sask’s plans to evaluate
large nuclear reactor technologies

Minister responsible for SaskPower Jeremy 
Harrison, above, and SaskPower President 
and CEO Rupen Pandya, at right, during the an-
nouncement of plans to evaluate large nuclear 
reactor technologies in Saskatchewan.
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These are all high risk activities when it comes to pipeline safety.

You may not think you live near a pipeline, but are you 100% sure?

Prevent pipeline incidents by finding out what’s below, 
BEFORE you start your work.

Visit: www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
to request a locate at least 3 days prior.

Safety can be that simple.

MAKING 
CHANGES TO 
YOUR FARM?
• Expanding farmable land
• Fixing drainage issues

• Land use changes
• Fencing

Scan QR Code



With two new mines advancing toward construction 
after receiving federal approval, Saskatchewan’s grow-
ing uranium sector is creating new jobs and economic 
opportunities for northern Saskatchewan.

On February 19, 2026, Denison Mines Corp.’s (Deni-
son) was approved to construct its Wheeler River Project 
by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). 
On March 5, 2026, NexGen Energy Ltd. (NexGen) re-
ceived CNSC approval to build its Rook I Project. These 

construction since 2004.
“The Government of Saskatchewan is pleased to see 

their projects,” Energy and Resources Minister Chris 
Beaudry said. “At each step of the approval process, 
these companies have advanced their projects respon-
sibly by building relationships with local communities 
and through their commitment to environmental stew-
ardship. Wheeler River and Rook I will provide genera-
tional economic opportunities for Saskatchewan people, 
particularly the Indigenous and Métis communities in 
the north, and strengthen our position in becoming the 
world leader in uranium production.”

“Well over a decade ago, we made a strategic decision 
-

cant long-term investments in the uranium mining sec-
tor in northern Saskatchewan,” Denison President and 
CEO David Cates said. “Today, we have a diverse port-

project—which consists of the Phoenix In-Situ Recovery 
(ISR) uranium mine, and a potential future underground 
mine at the nearby Gryphon deposit. Phoenix will be the 

the best of Canadian mining ingenuity and determina-
tion.

“Further to this, I am pleased to announce that site 
preparation and initial construction activities have al-
ready commenced at Phoenix, and that we are preparing 
to transition into full-scale construction. The support and 
encouragement of the Saskatchewan government have 

meaningfully contributed to the successful advancement 
of the project—providing us with a rigorous and stable 
regulatory environment that results in the predictability 

a new mine.”

Continued on page C13
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AVETTA
& COMPLYWORKS CERTIFIED

BEN KENDALL
306-482-7049

MALCOLM KENDALL
PH: 306-928-2237

CELL:306-483-8988
BRADY KENDALL

CELL: 306-482-8779
PO BOX 179

Carievale, SK S0C 0P0
mac.ken@sasktel.net

New uranium mines will power
economic growth in Saskatchewan
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BY KARA KINNA
Enbridge Pipelines is planning to submit 

a proposal later this year that would see its 
existing Line 26 from Cromer, Manitoba to 
the U.S. border reverse its south-to-north 

of Canadian light crude oil to the U.S.

barrels per day of light crude oil from facili-
ties in the U.S. to the Cromer, Manitoba fa-
cility.

The proposal suggests deactivating an 
existing 12-inch pipeline from the Steelman 
pump station to the U.S. border, and con-
structing a new 24-inch pipeline segment 
to replace the existing 12-inch pipeline so 
that oil can be transported southwest from 
Cromer to Steelman, then south from Steel-
man to the U.S. 

A new pump station would also be con-
structed at Alida, between Steelman and 
Cromer, as part of the proposal. A new pump 
station would also be located within the ex-
isting Cromer terminal, and there would 

Steelman pump station.
Enbridge says the project could assist in 

lowering and stabilizing energy prices and 
improving energy security.

“The Line 26 optimization project is part of 
Enbridge’s broader Mainline Optimization 
Phase 2 project, which if approved, would 

liquids pipeline system. This follows Main-
line Optimization Phase 1, which Enbridge 
is currently working on implementing and 

-

World-Spectator.
“Combined, these two projects will ad-

markets in North America.
“In Canada, this could enable production 

growth from Western Canada and provide 
shippers with options to ship their products 

they can get the best price for their commod-
ity, resulting in economic growth and pros-
perity for Canadians as well as additional 
revenue through taxation and royalty pay-
ments that can be used to pay for healthcare, 
education and critical infrastructure.

“Both the market and governments on 
both sides of the border have indicated that 
more needs to be done to grow the economy 
and meet increasing energy demand. This 
project could help achieve both of those ob-
jectives.

“Independent market forecasts see 

growth in Western Canada by the end of the 
decade. Additionally, the Enbridge Mainline 

apportioned nine out of 12 months). That 
forecasted growth, plus lack of transporta-
tion availability, is a strong indicator this 
project is needed.

“Enbridge does not offer priority service 
contracts on the Mainline system and the 
Line 26 optimization project will be consid-
ered part of the Mainline service; however, 
Enbridge will be expanding the Flanagan 
South pipeline system in conjunction with 
the Mainline Optimization Phase 2 and will 
be offering contracts for service on that pipe-
line system.

“Production from Southeast Saskatch-
ewan and Southwest Manitoba is able to 
access the Mainline system today at Cromer 
and will be able to access this capacity. Main-
line Optimization Phase 2 will add an incre-

which will move on the Line 26 optimiza-
-

nadian producers who access the Mainline 

Enbridge says, because this is not a green-
-

frastructure, they don’t anticipate as many 
hurdles to getting the project approved.

“Many of the permitting risks and re-

project don’t apply here as this project in-
volves optimizing Enbridge’s existing pipe-
line network and using joint ventures with 

“By optimizing existing pipeline systems 
and leveraging our established right-of-way, 
we can deliver meaningful, cost-effective 
capacity additions with lower community 
and environmental impacts and lesser per-

What other projects does Enbridge have 

south?

Mainline expansion (MLO1) in Q4 last year, 

says Enbridge.
“We’re now commercializing Mainline 

Optimization Phase 2 (which includes Line 
-

rels per day of transportation capacity to the 

“We continue to engage with our custom-
ers on how we may support their produc-

-
ment decision on the Line 26 optimization 

Work on proposal full speed ahead
Jesse Semko, a spokesperson with En-

bridge, says work on the Line 26 Optimiza-
tion proposal is full-speed ahead with the 
hopes of seeing the project approved.

“What we’re doing right now is talking to 
our shippers to make sure they like the idea 

-
ing those conversations. At the same time, 
we started engagement with Indigenous 
groups, communities and landowners to in-
form them of what we are thinking and to 
see if they have any concerns or comments.

“We take all that feedback and we aggre-

and then based on that, we decide if we go 
ahead or don’t go ahead. We’re planning to 
make that decision around the middle of this 

“There are a whole bunch of factors at 
play. We’re an energy transportation com-
pany, and so we talk to shippers all the 
time, and they tell us if their needs are be-
ing met or if they want more capacity. And 
they have certainly expressed an interest in 
having more capacity, more opportunity to 
transport energy.

“Line 26 comes out of the main line at 
Cromer. The main line system is a network 
of several pipelines, and there are no con-
tracts on it. Basically every month, shippers 
come to us and say ‘next month we’d like 
to transport X amount of heavy crude or 
light oil.’ And when those requests exceed 
its capacity to transport, it’s called being 
apportioned, and the system is regularly 

apportioned. It basically means it regularly 
doesn’t have space to transport more ca-
pacity. The demands to transport exceed its 
availability. That shows to us that the market 
is interested and wants more transportation 
capacity.

A shift in public opinion
“The other thing is that there has been a 

shift in public opinion with governments on 
both sides of the border recently, and they 

-
ko. “So by transporting more Canadian en-
ergy to the U.S.—and Canada has the high-
est regulatory and environmental standards 
when it comes to producing this energy—
we can do a few things. First of all by trans-
porting more, we generate more revenue lo-
cally. So there are more jobs involved, more 
royalty payments, more taxation. That’s all 
revenue that can then go to local govern-
ments to help pay for things that Canadians 
want—like help to pay for roads, hospitals, 
critical infrastructure, schools and stuff like 
that.

“At the same time, by producing more 
energy, you can also stabilize or drive down 
energy prices just because the demand stays 
the same, and you add more energy and it 
helps to keep prices low. So that’s the other 
element.

“Both governments, on both sides of the 
border have expressed an interest in de-
veloping more energy products to increase 
economic prosperity help to increase energy 
security and affordability.

“So you have all those things—the com-
mercial side and the government side, and 
the public side, and those all kind of have 
converged and that has led us to look at our 
system and what work we can do to opti-
mize it to allow for more energy to be trans-

Talking to shippers
Semko says Enbridge is in the process of 

talking to shippers about using the pipe-
line’s capacity to ship to the U.S.

“That’s all in discussion right now. We are 
talking to shippers and asking if they are in-
terested. We think that there is that demand, 

says.
He says there would be an opportunity 

for shippers from Southeast Saskatchewan 

and Southwest Manitoba to use some of that 
capacity.

“Yes, absolutely. The way it works, Cromer 
is kind of like a hub and crude light oil and 

-
monton and Hardisty down to Cromer. But 
there are also feeder lines that come into 

feeder lines throughout Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan that feed into Cromer as well, 
and they could use the Line 26 optimization 
to ship south and enable access to producers 
in Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

“When it comes to the main line, any 
month, any shipper in any of those prov-
inces can put up their hand and say, ‘Hey, 
next month, I need this much transportation 
capacity,’ and so they have access to the sys-

Project uses existing network
Semko says because this project would 

involve using Enbridge’s existing pipeline 
network and will mostly take place on En-
bridge property, the company anticipates 
minimal hurdles.

“I know that there are a lot of things that 
need to be ironed out with the Canadian 
regulatory system and things that the fed-
eral government is talking about to increase 
energy development. A lot of those prob-
lems in theory shouldn’t be present with 
this project because it’s using existing infra-
structure.

“When it comes to pipelines, you have 

which is often using existing infrastructure 
and you’re just making tweaks or optimi-
zations to it. So because this is an existing 
pipeline, and we’re just optimizing it by re-

pipe, replacing it with a larger pipe and add-
ing pumping capacity to it, it shouldn’t en-
counter as many of the problems that could 
slow its development from happening like a 

“That’s one of the advantages of having 
infrastructure like this is you can work to 
optimize it and make it transport more en-
ergy.

“We’ve just started to discuss this with 
Indigenous groups, communities, and land-
owners. Those conversations, along with 
conversations from our customers, this 
early stage development work is really, re-
ally helpful. What that does is it gives us a 
whole bunch of feedback that we can use to 
make this project even better. And so if we 
do that, and do that work well, hoping that 
there shouldn’t be any problems, it should 

Early stages
Semko says it’s too early to know how 

many people would be employed if the proj-
ect moves ahead.

“We don’t know that yet, just because the 
way it works when it comes to project de-
velopment is you start with the initial devel-
opment stage, which we’re doing right now, 

-
sion, which happens mid year, and when 
we know we have a project and are going 
ahead, usually at that point we undertake 
something called a socioeconomic assess-
ment. We do a big study saying based on all 
the work that we’ve agreed to do to make 
this project happen, how many workers 
would we need? How long would we need 
them for? Will they be needed? How much 
is that estimated to contribute to the local 
economy? What are all the ancillary ben-

food services? What would be the result of 
-

nities?
“Once we know if we’re doing this or not, 

mid year, and we commission that study, 
we’d have all that information. But right 
now we just don’t know. It’s a little too early 

In the public interest
“We believe this project is in the public 

interest, and it could assist in lowering and 
stabilizing energy prices, and improving en-

“It’s still early in the stages of develop-
ment, but we’re interested in hearing from 
Indigenous groups, communities and land-
owners, and through those conversations 
and feedback, we’re hoping we can come up 

Pipeline project would export 250,000 barrels per day

Enbridge proposing Line 26 optimization project 
to transport oil from Cromer to the U.S.

This diagram shows where the existing Line 26 would be deactivated 
and a proposed, larger pipeline would be built south of the Steelman 
pumping station so that oil could flow north to south into the U.S. from 
the Cromer terminal.
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2026-2027 FULL-TIME
POST-SECONDARY PROGRAMS
Weyburn

Whitewood
Continuing Care Assistant

APPLY TODAY Multiple 

Locations

Business Diploma
in Management

Estevan

Whitewood
Electrician

Estevan Welding

Estevan Power Engineering

Estevan Heavy Equipment Operator

Estevan
Heavy Equipment And Truck 
And Transport Technician

1-866-999-7372  | southeastcollege.org

We have cranes ranging from Spyder crane 
(small enough to fi t through a doorway) to 
245 Ton Mobile and RT Cranes
27 - 45 Ton Pickers
Tractor trailer units
Pile Driving
Telehandler
Offi ce trailer rentals
Manlifts

Serving Southeast Saskatchewan 
for 43 Years

Call dispatch for additional specifi cations and pricing

306.634.5555

245 Ton 
Terex-Demag 
5800 Explorer 

with a tip height to 350'

saskpolytech

DIG INTO A 
FUTURE CAREER

polytech

With a high demand for minerals and the sector’s increasing growth 
in Saskatchewan, it’s a great time to pursue a career in mining. 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic has eight technology programs that can 
prepare you for success in this industry: 

• Chemical Technology
• Civil Engineering Technologies 

(Construction and Water Resources options)
• Design and Manufacturing Engineering Technology
• Electrical Engineering Technology
• Environmental Technology
• Instrumentation Engineering Technology
• Mechanical Engineering Technology
• Mining Engineering Technology

Scan the QR code to explore our programs 
and apply for the one that is right for you.

New uranium mines will power
economic growth in Saskatchewan
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Global oil markets are no longer just facing high 
prices. They are running out of emergency reserves.

Commercial oil inventories are falling at a record 
pace as the Strait of Hormuz blockade continues to 
choke global supply. The narrow waterway handles 

The International Energy Agency says stockpiles now 

may be moving from an oil-price problem to an oil-
security problem.

Previous Middle East crises usually pushed prices 
sharply higher before markets stabilized and supply 
resumed. This time looks different.

JPMorgan warns commercial inventories in devel-
oped economies are approaching operational stress 
levels. Saudi Aramco says gasoline and jet fuel inven-
tories could soon become critically low. Rapidan En-

-
my could begin seizing up as transportation systems 
struggle to secure fuel at any price. The problem is no 
longer simply expensive oil. It is the growing risk of 
physical shortages.

Oil markets are already showing signs of strain. 
Roughly 14 million barrels per day of exports from 

disrupted since the Strait of Hormuz was effectively 
shut. Analysts estimate the disruption has already re-

supply from global markets. Some analysts now see 
this as one of the most serious supply disruptions 
modern energy markets have faced.

The implications go far beyond crude prices. Mod-
ern economies depend on continuous fuel availability. 

manufacturing and emergency services all rely on 
stable petroleum supplies. Once inventories fall below 

-
sumer prices.

That is why analysts increasingly believe prices may 
need to rise dramatically simply to destroy demand. 
Rapidan Energy argues severe economic contraction 
is now more likely than a complete depletion of in-
ventories because economies would slow sharply be-
fore stockpiles fully run dry. Despite signs of demand 

available supply.
Markets remain volatile because nobody knows 

-
dent Donald Trump continues sending mixed signals 

-
ments through the region remain inconsistent. Some 
vessels have been allowed to leave the Strait intermit-

-
tions also underscores the seriousness of the situation. 
After initially allowing waivers on Russian oil sales to 

countries importing Russian crude already at sea. The 

markets are becoming increasingly fragile.
-
-

resume full production. Woods Mackenzie estimates 

merely to recover to 85 per cent of prewar production 
levels.

The same problem applies to inventories. IEA mem-

from emergency reserves to stabilize markets. Those 

tight supply conditions long after the immediate crisis 
passes.

-

tightening global energy supplies fully.
Goldman Sachs expects Brent crude to average 

under the optimistic assumption that Persian Gulf 

Tight energy markets and elevated prices could per-

-

The world is relearning a lesson it periodically for-
gets. Energy security matters. And as global energy 

-
able oil supplies become far more important than gov-
ernments once liked to admit.

Toronto-based Rashid Husain Syed is a highly regarded 
analyst specializing in energy and politics, particularly in 
the Middle East. In addition to his contributions to local 
and international newspapers, Rashid frequently lends his 
expertise as a speaker at global conferences. Organizations 
such as the Department of Energy in Washington and the 
International Energy Agency in Paris have sought his in-
sights on global energy matters.
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Our Mining, Energy and Manufacturing features run every spring and fall!
Give us a call at 306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net to book into our fall feature!

Rashid
Husain Sued

that are going to break us
Closing the Strait of Hormuz has ripped a
permanent hole in the global supply chain

Delivering Premium Value

www.westmoreland.com

Committed to our communities,  

devoted to our employees  

and responsible stewards of the environment. 

Today, tomorrow, always.

For over 150 years, Westmoreland has been 
part of the fabric of the energy industry, nav-

emerging as an industry leader. We provide jobs 
for hard working folks, invest in local schools and 
community enhancements, and provide a val-
ued resource to generate power for homes and 
businesses. Westmoreland has demonstrated a 
commitment to sound safety and environmental 
stewardship practices at our mines, and contin-
ues to position itself to be an integral part of the 
multi-faceted energy future.
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jobs created each 
year

for every 
Saskatchewan 
resident every year

added to the 
provincial GDP

*Independent Economic Impact Study 
by Economic Development Regina, 
covering period from 2020-2024

annual average 
in total economic 
Impact

in provincial revenues, 
supporting public services 
and infrastructure

in municipal revenues for 
communities including 
Regina, Esterhazy, Belle 
Plaine, and Colonsay

invested in community 
initiatives, supporting 
250+ local organizations




