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Cattle in the Spring Creek area.

2020 an uncertain year for cattle industry
BY KARA KINNA
Like so many other industries, 2020 has
turned out to be a challenging year for
the cattle industry. The World-Spectator
spoke to a number of local cattle producers around the region who weighed in
with their thoughts on the year and gave a
general snapshot on the state of the industry right now.

Brian McCarthy
Spring Creek Simmentals
and Red Rose Angus
Brian McCarthy is a veteran producer
and owner of Spring Creek Simmentals
and Red Rose Angus in the Spring Creek
area. He says he got lucky with his bull
sale, which was held one day before Covid-19 shutdowns started.
“Personally, I feel very fortunate as I had
my bull sale on March 12, literally a day
before shutdowns started to happen,” says
McCarthy. “ I had had a lot of interest and
had a very good sale. I do worry, however,
that my customers and commercial producers in general will face challenges.
“The cow-calf sector had reasonable

prices last fall and will probably have a
chance to hedge reasonable prices again
with price insurance. The packing plants
have returned to full production and
hopefully they avoid any further shutdowns. The backlog of fat cattle need to be
moved so that feeders have space for this
year’s calf crop. Hopefully fat prices rise
some as demand seems pretty good. The
demand at the local abattoir level has been
very good from what I have heard. I believe more consumers are thinking about
buying locally.
“That being said, there is certainly frustration in the cattle industry. The farm gate
prices have been dropping, yet the price to
the consumer at the retail level is on the
rise. There are many hands along the supply chain, and many of these hands appear
to be doing much better than the producer.
“There is also frustration with the relatively little support that the livestock industry has received from the federal government as compared to other sectors. The
money allotted works out to only a couple
of days feed for a cow.
“Other frustrations are the carbon tax

and raising it during these times, as well
as increasing government involvement in
our businesses.
“Combine these frustrations with an uncertain future for business in general during a pandemic, and we could see some
rough waters.”

Derek Smart
Smart Farms
Smart Farms is an operation located
straight east of Moosomin and straight
north of Fleming.
Continued on page B13 
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Brian Archibald

Jill Martens

Bright young minds from U of M Ag Faculty
Amy Carruthers and David MacTaggart share a common goal of supporting
others through food and sustainably, in
light of a changing environment and
evolving consumer needs. Here FCC
SURÀOHV WZR \RXQJ SHRSOH LQ WKH DJ
LQGXVWU\ ZKR DUH WDNLQJ FODVVHV DW WKH
University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences.
BRIAN ARCHIBALD
Program: Bachelor of science in agribusiness
Hometown: Killarney, Man.
:KHUHGR\RXVHH\RXUVHOILQÀYHWR
10 years?
I plan to continue grain farming
DORQJVLGH P\ IDPLO\ ZKLOH LQFUHDVLQJ
P\OHYHORIUHVSRQVLELOLW\WRWDNHRYHUD
larger share of the management.
It’s our goal to continue to expand our
RSHUDWLRQ LQFUHDVH SURÀWDELOLW\ DQG UHmain viable into the future for generaWLRQVWRIROORZ
,·P DOZD\V RSHQ WR WU\LQJ QHZ LGHDV
WKDW ZLOO KHOS LQFUHDVH PDUJLQV DV ZHOO
DVHFLHQFLHV
,KRSHWKDWLQWKHQH[WÀYHWR\HDUV
ZH FRQWLQXH WR EXLOG RQ RXU H[LVWLQJ
IRXQGDWLRQEXWDOVRÀQGRWKHUZD\VWR
VWUHDPOLQHRXURSHUDWLRQWKDWDOORZLWWR
JURZDQGWKULYHLQWKH\HDUVWRFRPH

Seeing the constant industry advancements really excites me for the future of
our farm.
:KDWWLSVGR\RXKDYHIRURWKHUV"
Get involved in as much as you can,
and as early as possible.
7KURXJK P\ H[SHULHQFHV ZRUNLQJ LQ
the industry and studying at the University of Manitoba, I have been fortunate
WR PDNH FRQWDFWV ZLWK SHRSOH IURP DOO
over Canada in various areas of expertise.
These individuals have proved to be
LQYDOXDEOHIULHQGVDVZHOODVUHVRXUFHV
The agriculture industry is so diverse
that by building these relationships you
FDQDOZD\VÀQGDIULHQGWRDVN
There is so much to learn from others.
JILL MARTENS
Program: Agribusiness diploma
Hometown: Boissevain, Man.

:KHUHGR\RXVHH\RXUVHOILQÀYHWR
10 years?
,SODQWREHIDUPLQJ,ZRUNZLWKP\
family on our mixed farm.
:H KDYH D JUDLQ RSHUDWLRQ PDUNHW
edible bean seed, and have a purebred
&KDURODLVFRZFDOIKHUG
:RUNLQJ ZLWK P\ IDPLO\ LV DPD]LQJ
:HZRUNKDUGDQGKDYHDORWRIIXQ
7DNLQJ WKH DJULFXOWXUH GLSORPD SURgram at the U of M has equipped me
Why did you choose this path?
,JUHZXSRQWKHIDUPDQGOLNHPRVW ZLWKPDQDJHPHQWVNLOOVWKDW,·PH[FLWHG
IDUP NLGV , EHFDPH LQYROYHG IURP DQ to implement at home.
Some practical examples include creearly age.
, IHHO YHU\ OXFN\ WR KDYH WKH RSSRU- DWLQJ IHHG UDWLRQV IHUWLOL]HU UHFRPPHQtunity to farm alongside my family. It’s dations and crop budgets.
something I cherish daily. As farmers,
Why did you choose this path?
ZH·UH YHU\ IRUWXQDWH WR ZRUN LQ DQ LQdustry that’s constantly advancing and
I am passionate about producing
changing, and I really enjoy the diver- quality food.
sity from day to day.
Considering high land prices and
7KH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR GR ZKDW , ORYH start-up costs,
and to be constantly learning from my
I’m grateful for the opportunity to
SDUHQWVDVZHOODVWKHLQGXVWU\LVVRPH- farm. My parents have been generous
thing I really appreciate.
enough to employ, teach and mentor
There is no other job or career that al- PHIRUZKLFK,DPYHU\JUDWHIXO
ORZV\RXWRKDYHVXFKDYDULHW\RIH[SH, ORYH WKH FXUUHQW GLDORJXH EHWZHHQ
riences.
consumers and producers.

To me, it’s important to be able to
explain our farming practices to urban
friends and family.
Public perception of the industry is a
hot issue.
:KDWWLSVGR\RXKDYHIRURWKHUV"
$VDZRPDQZRUNLQJLQDPDOHGRPLQDWHG LQGXVWU\ , KDYH OHDUQHG D IHZ
unique lessons.
)LUVWFRQÀGHQFHJRHVDORQJZD\&HUtain situations might be intimidating,
EXWFRQÀGHQFHLVHPSRZHULQJ6HFRQG
relying on others for help does not demRQVWUDWHZHDNQHVV
+DYLQJDJRRGQHWZRUNRIVXSSRUWLYH
IULHQGV PDNHV DOO WKH GLͿHUHQFH ² KDYing someone to lean on for help dealing
ZLWKIDUPVWUHVV
&RQQHFWLQJ ZLWK SHHUV ZKR XQGHUstand the challenges of farming has been
another great experience from studying
agriculture at the U of M.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA’S FACULTY
OF AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD SCIENCES:
-Is in Winnipeg, Man., at the Fort Garry Campus

%HJDQLQDVWKH0DQLWRED$JULcultural College and joined the UniverVLW\RI0DQLWREDLQ
-Has research stations around ManitoEDZLWKDFUHVLQFURSSLQJDQGOLYHVWRFN SURGXFWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ D PRGHUQ
dairy facility, the longest running study
of organic crop systems in Canada and
DSXEOLFRXWUHDFKFHQWUHZLWKZLQGRZV
LQWRDZRUNLQJVZLQHEDUQ
-Is home to the Richardson Centre for
Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals,
a bioprocessing and product development facility focused on health-promoting compounds found in Prairie crops
,V UHVHDUFK LQWHQVLYH ZLWK LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\ UHFRJQL]HG H[SHUWLVH DQG RYHU
PLOOLRQLQH[WHUQDOIXQGLQJDQQXally for basic and applied research programs
+DV RYHU  VWXGHQWV LQ GLSORPD
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral proJUDPVUDQJLQJIURPFURSDQGOLYHVWRFN
management to plant biotechnology
and human nutritional sciences
2ͿHUVRYHULQVWXGHQWVFKROarships and bursaries to undergraduate
and graduate students

Firearms
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accessories
archery
OUTDOOR GEAR
apparel
and more!

WAPELLA, SK
306-532-7006
www.pipelinefoods.com

SPECIALIZING
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& SHIPPING
ORGANIC
GRAIN

Check out our selection of Rimfire!
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APAS wants better telecommunication
services in rural Saskatchewan
BY ROB PAUL
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
With the continued issues
around telecommunications services in Saskatchewan, the Agricultural Producers Association
of Saskatchewan (APAS) conducted a survey from May 2019
to January 2020 on internet and
cellular service in rural Saskatchewan. Over 500 rural residents
from across Saskatchewan took
part in the survey.
They found a high level of
disruption, dissatisfaction, and
disinvestment in rural communities. APAS is concerned because
of the need for reliable internet
and cellular coverage for rural
communities to support their
businesses, students, health services, and overall quality of life.
75 per cent of survey responGHQWV VDLG WKH\ DUHQ·W VDWLVÀHG
with their rural internet service
DQG  SHU FHQW DUHQ·W VDWLVÀHG
with their mobile phone service.
“When you’re out harvesting, you have no time to waste,
so when slow service keeps you
from getting your parts, bidding
on equipment, or signing your
FRQWUDFW LW FDQ PHDQ WKH GLͿHUHQFH EHWZHHQ D SURÀW DQG ORVV
that day,” said APAS President
Todd Lewis. “It’s not only the
GLͿHUHQFH EHWZHHQ PDNLQJ DQG
losing money. If I get stuck out in
WKHÀHOGDQG,FDQ·WFDOOIRUKHOS
it can be a potentially dangerous
situation.”
Lewis says it was imperative
for APAS to put together a survey to show how serious the
telecommunication problem is
throughout the province.
“It’s very important,” said
Lewis. “The survey was over in
January 2020 and we’ve heard

nothing, but more problems since
the Covid-19 situation kicked in,
with kids doing remote learning,
people working from home, and
increased demands on the system. In January we had four out
RIÀYHSHRSOHWKDWZHUHQ·WVDWLVÀHG ZLWK WKHLU VHUYLFH ,W·V YHU\
wide spread and very spotty
across the province.”
As technology continues to
advance, having reliable cell and
internet service becomes more
and more important for people
to function at their best in everyday life and Saskatchewan
hasn’t prioritized the problem,
says Lewis.
“When you look at the map
within the survey, boy we’ve got
terrible coverage even compared
to Manitoba and Alberta,” he
said. “This is going to become
a competitive disadvantage because so much of our business
has to be done through cell service or the internet. A good example would be diagnostics on
a lot of the new equipment. If
you’re connected you can have
some diagnostics done over the
internet with simply the push
of a button and the dealership
can tell you what’s the matter
and reset a tractor or a combine.
But if you’re not connected they
have to send a service technician
out and it costs real money to do
that. We’re getting further and
further behind all the time.”
The issue must be resolved,
says Lewis, and he believes getting multiple groups involved in
WKHHͿRUWFDQEHWKHÀUVWVWHSVWRwards improving rural internet
and cell services.
“This has been a longstanding
problem and we’re not seeing
much improvement,” he said.
“We’d like to see some collabo-

APAS President
Todd Lewis
ration with SaskTel and private
carriers and the provincial and
federal government. We host a
lot of the major industries in rural Saskatchewan, whether it be
oil and gas or the potash mines.
Let’s work with all those groups
and see if we can boost rural connectivity through some of the
services they receive.
“First Nations have talked
that there may be some infrastructure dollars federally to
improve connectivity through
First Nations. Let’s work with
First Nations so it serves them
and the surrounding rural area
as well. There’s also corporate
people, be in the railroads for
instance, they may need to increase their connectivity for
some of the things they want to
do along the mainlines. If there’s
an opportunity, we need to have
D UHDO FROODERUDWLYH HͿRUW WR WU\
and increase rural service and
do the best we can.”
It might not seem like a major

ESTERHAZY
AGENCIES
(1986) LTD.
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Q Life Insurance

306-745-3983
513 Main Street, Esterhazy, SK

disadvantage to some, says Lewis, but he points to how important technological advances have
been in Saskatchewan through
history.
“Even back in the 1920’s, the
phone system had to be put
across rural Saskatchewan,” he
said. “At that time it was greatly
needed to do our business. In
WKH ·V DQG ·V UXUDO HOHFWULÀcation was a huge issue and we
got electricity across the province and I don’t think anybody
would want to live without that
now. We’re quickly coming to the
point where the connectivity, cell
service or internet, is maybe just
as important as the other two going forward and in a lot of cases
even replacing the telephone service.”
Lewis says the poor telecommunication services aren’t just in
areas far from communities, but
the issue is all over the province.
“I think this is something
that’s being recognized,” he said.
“Going forward we hope we can
JHWGLͿHUHQWJURXSVZRUNLQJWRgether on this. We’re going to do
another survey now to try and
engage the small villages and
towns. I think something that’s
interesting from the survey results is, it didn’t make much difference if you lived close to a major city in Saskatchewan, there’s
still some pretty poor service.
“Certainly small towns, small
urbans, and even not so small urbans—we have members around
the Moosomin area that comSODLQDQGWKH\·UHQRWIDURͿIURP
the #1 Highway and not far from
Moosomin and still their coverage isn’t very good. With the
potash industry right in the area
at Rocanville, you’d think there
would be far better coverage

than there is from what we hear
from our members out there. It’s
just the perfect example of why
we need to see an improvement
and it’s really starting to impact
how people conduct business in
the province.”
Now that APAS has gathered
the data to show how big a need
improved coverage is, Lewis
says the next step is working
with the government to put together and implement a plan to
address the situation.
“This is showing the governments that we need to see this
prioritized and need to see some
real solid planning coming forward,” he said. “What is the plan,
how are we going to increase it,
and if there’s opportunity for
new technologies and those kind
of issues as well, let’s get on that.
Also use existing technologies,
WKH ÀEUH RSWLF V\VWHPV LQ WKH
province and understanding that
some of the Crown corporations,
RWKHU WKDQ 6DVN7HO KDYH ÀEUH
optics and make that network
available to supply cell service in
the province. Let’s see if some of
WKDWÀEUHRSWLFQHWZRUNFRXOGEH
used for better improvements in
rural areas.
“What we’re looking for is
to start getting a plan in motion,” he said. “I know SaskTel
has continuous improvements.
The provincial government puts
money towards this, the federal
government talks about infrastructure, and it’s important to
recognize that Saskatchewan has
close to half the arable land in
the country. It’s quickly becoming a necessity to conduct business in the province and even to
have people living in rural areas,
we’re going to need better coverage.”

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
6HUYLQJ6RXWKHDVW6DVNDWFKHZDQDQG6RXWKZHVW0DQLWRED
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New business structure optimizes capital gains exemption
7KHIROORZLQJLVDÀFWLRQDOFDVHVWXG\FUHDWHGE\013
:KHQ -HUHP\ DQG KLV ZLIH -XQH LQKHULWHG WKH IDPLO\
IDUPHYHU\RQHWROGWKHPWRNHHSWKHLUGD\MREV-HUHP\·V
SDUHQWVKDGPDGHDOLYLQJIURPWKHJUDLQDQGEHHIRSHUDWLRQEXWE\WRGD\·VVWDQGDUGVLWZDVDVPDOORSHUDWLRQ
,QLWLDOO\WKH\GLGNHHSWKHLUIXOOWLPHMREVDQGIDUPHG
RQWKHVLGH,WWRRNÀYH\HDUVEHIRUHWKH\ZHUHDEOHWRUHQW
PRUHODQGDQGVWDUWDYHU\VXFFHVVIXOIDUPJDWHEXVLQHVV
VHOOLQJJUDVVIHGEHHI
3HRSOHFDPHWREX\EHHIDQGVRRQ-HUHP\VWDUWHGJURZLQJSURGXFHWKDWDOVRVROGZHOO1RWRQO\ZHUHWKH\DEOH
WROHDYHWKHLUMREVDQGIDUPIXOOWLPHWKH\ZHUHJHQHUDWLQJLQFUHDVLQJUHYHQXHVDQGVSHQGLQJPRUHWLPHWU\LQJWR
PDQDJHWD[H[SRVXUH3UHSD\LQJIRUVHHGIHHGDQGIHUWLOL]HUEHIRUH\HDUHQGKHOSHGEXWWKH\QHHGHGWRGHFLGHLI
LWZDVWLPHWRFKDQJHWKHVWUXFWXUHRIWKHEXVLQHVV
7KH\KDGVWDUWHGZLWKDVROHSURSULHWRUVKLSZKLFKNHSW
WKLQJVVLPSOH7KHQZLWKDQQXDOWD[DEOHLQFRPHH[FHHGLQJLQHDFKRIWKHSDVWWKUHH\HDUVDQGDQH[SHFWDWLRQ IRU UHYHQXHV WR FRQWLQXH WR JURZ WKH\ IHOW LW ZDV
WLPHWRFRQVLGHUDEXVLQHVVVWUXFWXUHZLWKDORZHUWD[UDWH
7KH\ VHW XS D PHHWLQJ ZLWK WKHLU DFFRXQWDQW WR GLVFXVV
WKHLURSWLRQV
7KHEHVWRSWLRQIRUWKHPZDVWRIRUPDSDUWQHUVKLSDQG
LQFOXGH WKHLU HTXLSPHQW EXLOGLQJV DQG LQYHQWRU\ EXW
OHDYHWKHLUODQGKHOGSHUVRQDOO\
%RWK-HUHP\DQG-XQHDVVXPHGWKDWLQFRUSRUDWLQJWKH
EXVLQHVV WR DFFHVV ORZHU WD[ UDWHV ZDV WKH REYLRXV QH[W
VWHS%XWWKHLUDFFRXQWDQWVWDUWHGWKHPHHWLQJE\VD\LQJ
WKHUHZHUHDORWRIWKLQJVWRFRQVLGHU6KHIHOWWKDWDSDUWQHUVKLSZDVDEHWWHURSWLRQIRUWKHQHDUIXWXUHDQGVKH
ZRXOGH[SODLQZK\DVWKH\FRQVLGHUHGDOOWKHIDFWRUV

Capital gains exemption

7KH\VWDUWHGE\ORRNLQJDWWKHIDUP·VFDSLWDOJDLQVH[HPSWLRQ &*( -HUHP\ZDVDQRQO\FKLOGDQGKHKDGLQKHULWHGWKHIDUPZKHQKLVIDWKHUSDVVHGDZD\+LVPRWKHU
KDGGLHGDQXPEHURI\HDUVSUHYLRXVO\:KHQ'DGGLHG
WKH HVWDWH PD[LPL]HG KLV FDSLWDO JDLQV H[HPSWLRQ E\
EXPSLQJ WKH FRVW EDVH RI WKH IDUPODQG XS WR WKH OHVVHU
RIIDLUPDUNHWYDOXHDQGKLV&*(,QWKLVFDVHIDLUPDUNHW YDOXH IRU WKH ODQG IDU H[FHHGHG 'DG·V FDSLWDO JDLQV
H[HPSWLRQ 7KH IDUP ZDV SDLG IRU EXW WKH\ KDG XSGDWHGDQGXSJUDGHGWKHHTXLSPHQWDQGEXLOWDVWRUHRQWKH
KRPHIDUPWRIDFLOLWDWHJURZLQJEHHIDQGSURGXFHVDOHV
7KH\ZHUHFDUU\LQJDERXWLQGHEW
7KHLUDFFRXQWDQWFRQÀUPHGWKDW-HUHP\DQG-XQHHDFK
KDGDFFHVVWRPLOOLRQRIFDSLWDOJDLQVH[HPSWLRQ+HU
SUHIHUHQFHZDVWROHDYHSDLGIRUODQGRXWVLGHDSDUWQHUVKLS RU FRPSDQ\ VWUXFWXUH ,I WKH\ SXUFKDVHG QHZ ODQG
DQG FDUULHG VLJQLÀFDQW GHEW LW PD\ EH DGYDQWDJHRXV WR
KROGWKDWODQGZLWKLQDFRPSDQ\$VWKH\PRYHGIRUZDUG
ZLWKFKDQJHVWRWKHEXVLQHVVVWUXFWXUHWKH\ZRXOGQHHG

WR EH PLQGIXORI DVVHWVWKDW TXDOLI\ IRU WKH FDSLWDO JDLQV
H[HPSWLRQ 7KLV LQFOXGHV IDUPODQG RZQHG SHUVRQDOO\
E\-HUHP\RU-XQHVKDUHVLQDTXDOLI\LQJIDUPLQJFRUSRUDWLRQ DQ\ LQWHUHVW LQ D TXDOLI\LQJ IDUP SDUWQHUVKLS RU
TXRWD

ZRXOGEHRͿVHWE\WD[VDYLQJVDQGWKHEXVLQHVVZRXOGEH
HDVLHUWRPDQDJHDVWKHUHZRXOGEHOHVVQHHGIRULQFRPH
GHIHUUDOVDQGSUHSD\LQJIRUFURSLQSXWVWRORZHUWD[DEOH
LQFRPHHYHU\\HDU

Wrap up

Succession

-HUHP\DQG-XQHZHUHERWKLQWKHLUHDUO\VDQGKDG
WZR FKLOGUHQ DJHG  DQG HLJKW ,W ZDV WRR HDUO\ WR WHOO
LI WKH NLGV ZHUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH IDUP EXVLQHVV EXW WKH
REMHFWLYHZDVWRKDYHWKDWRSWLRQLQSOD\7KHDFFRXQWDQW
DGYLVHG WKDW HYHQ LI WKH\ IRUPHG D SDUWQHUVKLS IRU WKH
QHDUWHUPXOWLPDWHO\LIWKHEXVLQHVVFRQWLQXHGWRJURZLW
ZRXOGEHLQFRUSRUDWHG6KHIHOWWKDWDQLQFRUSRUDWHGHQWLW\ZDVQRWDQREVWDFOHWRDWUDQVLWLRQSODQIRURQHRUERWK
RIWKHFKLOGUHQLQWKHFRPLQJ\HDUV

Tax and accounting management

-XQH GLG DOO WKH ERRNNHHSLQJ IRU WKH IDUP DQG ZDV D
ELWQHUYRXVDERXWDGGLQJFRPSOH[LW\E\LQFRUSRUDWLQJRU
IRUPLQJDSDUWQHUVKLS
8QGHUDSDUWQHUVKLSVWUXFWXUHWKHERRNNHHSLQJZRXOG
QRW FKDQJH GUDPDWLFDOO\ EXW WKHUH ZRXOG EH VRPH DGGLWLRQDO FRVWV IRU DFFRXQWLQJ DQG OHJDO ELOOV 7KHVH FRVWV

7KH DFFRXQWDQW VXJJHVWHG WKDW DIWHU D PLQLPXP WZR
\HDUV XQGHU D SDUWQHUVKLS VWUXFWXUH WKH\ FRXOG FRQVLGHU UROOLQJ WKHLU SDUWQHUVKLS LQWHUHVW LQWR D FRPSDQ\ DQG
PDNHXVHRIWKHLUFDSLWDOJDLQVH[HPSWLRQ%\PRYLQJWR
D SDUWQHUVKLS IRU D IHZ \HDUV EHIRUH LQFRUSRUDWLQJ WKH\
FDQFDSWXUHWKH&*(H[HPSWLRQRQWKLQJVOLNHLQYHQWRU\
WKDWZRXOGQ·WRWKHUZLVHTXDOLI\7KLVVWUDWHJ\DOVRJHQHUDWHVDWD[SDLGVKDUHKROGHUORDQZKHQWKH\LQFRUSRUDWH
ZKLFKFRXOGEHXVHGDVSDUWRIWKHLUIXWXUHSHUVRQDOWD[
SODQQLQJ
%DVHGRQWKHLUFXUUHQWVLWXDWLRQDQGQHDUDQGORQJWHUP
JRDOV-HUHP\DQG-XQHDJUHHGZLWKWKHLUDFFRXQWDQWWKDW
WKHEHVWRSWLRQIRUWKHPZDVWRIRUPDSDUWQHUVKLSDQGLQFOXGHWKHLUHTXLSPHQWEXLOGLQJVDQGLQYHQWRU\EXWOHDYH
WKHLUODQGKHOGSHUVRQDOO\7KH\ZHUHJODGWKH\WRRNWKH
WLPHWRZRUNWKURXJKWKHGHFLVLRQZLWKWKHLUDFFRXQWDQW
013LVDOHDGLQJQDWLRQDODFFRXQWLQJWD[DQGEXVLQHVV
FRQVXOWLQJÀUPLQ&DQDGD

20033AA3
20033AA4
20035AA0
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Overcoming the emotional attachment to farmland
BY TRUDY KELLY FORSYTHE
Agriculture and agri-food are big businesses in Canada, but that doesn’t mean
every decision at the farm level is based
purely on the dollars and cents.
When it comes to farmland, economics
LVQ·W DOZD\V WKH ÀUVW PHDVXUH RI YDOXH
There’s also the emotional connection
to land that provides livelihood or may
have been in the family for generations.
It can be deeply personal and is often tied
with not wanting to disappoint ancestors.
One Saskatchewan couple, who asked
that their names not be used, operate a
mixed grain and cattle farm that’s been
in the husband’s family since the 1920s.
They know all too well about the emotional value of land.
Renting land that the husband’s greatgrandfather purchased is a strong tie to
the past. They want to move the acreage
out of cropland and use it for hay for
their cattle, yet the emotional tie is tight.
Worried about insulting the great uncle
they rent from, every year they continue
to plant the same crops he always grew.
They acknowledge the decision is based
purely on emotion.
“Call it for what it is,” says the wife.
“This is an emotional decision, and you
recognize there’s a price you’re willing to
pay to have that piece of land and know
that you are doing the right thing.”

REMHFWLYHVRIKDYLQJDÀQDQFLDOO\VXVWDLQable operation, or is it going to be an esWDWHSODQQLQJSURFHVV"µ
She encourages farmers who are buying land to decide if they are adding acres
or productivity.
“Strategic farmers will purchase and

recognize if their margin is too thin so
they will sell other land to get more productive land,” Good says.
BOTTOM LINE
There’s more to farmland value than
economics. Farmers may also place emo-

tional attachment to the land they farm.
Acknowledging when decisions are
based on emotion is important. Still, experts encourage farmers to pull emotions
out of farm decisions as soon as they can
and focus on making land use decisions
based on business goals.

DO THE MATH
As tough as it may be, take emotion out
of the equation when making decisions
about farmland.
Annessa Good, an Agriculture Transition Specialist with FCC, says, while
easier said than done, she recommends
farmers take emotion out of the equation
when making decisions about farmland,
whether it’s renting, selling or use of
land.
“You have to look at it as a business,”
*RRGVD\V´,VLWÀQDQFLDOO\YLDEOH":KDW
DUHWKHJRDOV"µ
However, she knows that’s not the reality, so when working with her clients, she
uses math to help alleviate emotion.
Consider the land use or purchase, she
says, and decide how it can be used to
meet the goals of the farm.
´,V LW LQFRPH RU ZHDOWKJHQHUDWLQJ"
Does it meet your short and long-term

Build a Better Crop
SOIL Health

maximize your fertilizer efﬁciency

SEED Dressing

enhance germination and early growth

FOLIAR Fertilizer

correct nutrient deﬁciencies and ﬁght stresses

Nutrition for every stage
Ask us about our Foliar Fertilizers
Crop Aid Rebound 7-13-0-5 and Crop Aid React 4-3-6-10. Both with micronutrients.

cropaidnutrition.com
1-866-249-0666
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Why count canola plants?
AUTUMN BARNES
Multiple canola plant
counts done about a month
after seeding will provide
a report card on the seeding operation and help
with planning for the rest
of 2020.
Farmers and agronomists
can use multiple counts
DYHUDJHG DFURVV D ÀHOG WR
calculate emergence percentage and seed survival.
Use the “emergence” tool
under the Seeding Rate tab
at canolacalculator.ca.
Farmers and agronomists can also use these
counts to determine how
PXFK FDUH WKLV ÀHOG ZLOO
need all season long. For
example, if counts are beORZWKHUHFRPPHQGHGÀYH
to eight plants per square
foot, all remaining plants
may need extra attention to
bring them to harvest and
preserve the yield potential
of the crop.
BY

How to count
with a hula hoop
• Quarter-square-metre
hoop. Use a hoop with an
inside diameter of 56 cm
and circumference of 177
cm which provides an area
of 0.25 of a square metre.
Count the number of plants
inside the hoop, and multiply by four to get plants
per square metre. To convert to plants per square
foot divide the plants per
square metre by 10.
•
Two-square-foot
hoop. Use a hoop with
an inside diameter of 19”
and circumference of 60”,
which provides an area of
two square feet. Count the
number of plants inside the
hoop and divide by two

This metric hoop is equivalent to a quarter square metre. With this hoop, multiply plant counts by four to get plants per
square metre.
to get plants per square
foot. Counting with this
larger hoop (instead of a
one-foot-square hoop) will
incorporate plants from
two seed rows and give a
larger sample size, helping
to improve the accuracy of
counts.
• For other sized hoops,
determine the area using
WKH IRUPXOD $ ۛU U  UDGLXVۛ  

How to count
with a metre stick
• Use a metre stick and
count the seedlings per
metre of row. Take that
number and multiply by
100 then divide by the seed
spacing in cm to get plants
per square metre.
• For example, 25 plants
per metre multiplied by 100
then divided by 25 cm (10”
row spacing) is 100 plants
per square metre (approxi-

mately 10 per square foot).
Do not include volunteer
canola plants in plant density counts or emergence
calculations. Look for blue
seed coats attached to seedling root systems and avoid
counting plants which are
growing outside of seed
rows.
Many factors can cause
lower-than-expected plant
counts. These can include
weather factors such as

wind, rain and frost, inVHFWV VXFK DV ÁHD EHHWOHV
and cutworms, seedling
diseases, and seeder issues
such as seeding too deep or
putting too much fertilizer
in the seed row. While doing the counts, some scouting and records-checking
can help to identify the key
causes.
For more details on how
to do counts, including
videos, and on the com-

mon causes for missing
plants, please read “Plant
counts…and reasons for
lower numbers” at canolawatch.org. While there,
you can sign up to receive
the timely Canola Watch
email updates throughout
the growing season.
Autumn Barnes is an
agronomy specialist with the
Canola Council of Canada.
Email barnesa@canolacouncil.org.
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work during
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pandemic!
Call Brian
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Managing risk with agriculture insurance
BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
Protecting the house
and car with insurance is
commonplace, but when it
comes to crops, insurance
FRYHUDJHLVQ·WDVXQLYHUVDOO\HPEUDFHG
1RYD6FRWLD·V0LQLVWHURI
Agriculture Keith Colwell
explains crop insurance
DGGVVRPHSUHGLFWDELOLW\WR
SURGXFHUV·EXVLQHVVHV
Adverse weather, disease
and insect infestations can
have a serious impact on
production and income, so
having insurance is imporWDQWKHVD\V
´,W SURWHFWV DJDLQVW WKH
HͿHFWV RI \LHOG UHGXFWLRQV
DQG FURS ORVVHV FDXVHG E\
LQVXUHG SHULOVµ VD\V &ROZHOO ´$JUL,QVXUDQFH KHOSV
PDLQWDLQ FDVKÁRZ LQ SRRU
FURS \HDUV ZLWK FODLP SD\PHQWV WKDW RͿVHW ORVVHV
FDXVHGE\FURSGDPDJHDQG
ORZ \LHOGV WKDW DUH EH\RQG
WKHLU FRQWUROµ 3URYLQFHV
DFURVV &DQDGD RͿHU SXEOLF
and private insurance covHUDJH
For instance, production

AgExpert aims to save
farmers time on bookkeepLQJ DQG SDSHUZRUN VD\V
SURJUDP GLUHFWRU 'DUF\
+HUDXI
:LWK$J([SHUW)LHOG3UHmium, customers can enter
their data, and the program
will generate reports for
seeded area, harvest production, and stored invenWRU\

LQVXUDQFH IURP 2QWDULR·V
AgriCorp, a provincial
Crown corporation, has
plans for over 100 commodLWLHVDQGFRYHUV\LHOGUHGXFtions and production losses
FDXVHGE\ZHDWKHUGLVHDVH
ZLOGOLIHDQGLQVHFWV
HAIL
On the Canadian Prairies,
hail is one of the leading
risks to crops, and no other
kind of disaster produces
as sudden and devastating
DQ LPSDFW VD\V &DQDGLDQ
Crop Hail Association presLGHQW5LFN2PHOFKHQNR
“You can have a crop
WKDW·V SURGXFLQJ  EXVKels per acre, and then all of
D VXGGHQ WKH QH[W GD\ LW·V
like summer fallow,” OmHOFKHQNRVD\V
But not all farmers protect themselves with crop
KDLO LQVXUDQFH :LWK WLJKW
margins, farmers seek cost
VDYLQJVDQ\ZKHUHWKH\FDQ
KHVD\V
:KLOH WKH YDOXH RI VHHG
and inputs is obvious, “insurance is a piece of paper

XQWLO\RXQHHGLWµ
%X\HU·V UHPRUVH LVQ·W
unusual when it comes to
FURSKDLOLQVXUDQFH´:KHQ
WKH\ GRQ·W JHW KDLO WKH\·YH
ERXJKW WRR PXFK :KHQ
WKH\ JHW KDLO WKH\ KDYHQ·W
bought enough,” OmHOFKHQNRVD\V
+H VD\V IDUPHUV GRQ·W
have to choose between
EX\LQJ LQVXUDQFH RU EHLQJ

OHIW XQFRYHUHG 7KH\ FRXOG
purchase enough coverage
to cover their costs, but also
take a deductible to maximize their dollars to get as
PXFKFRYHUDJHDVSRVVLEOH
CCHA recommends producers have hail coverage
LQSODFHHDUO\LQWKHVHDVRQ
DV WKH\ PLJKW EH XQDEOH
to purchase it after storm
GDPDJHPHDQLQJWKH\·GEH

OHIWWRFDUU\WKHIXOOULVNIRU
WKHUHVWRIWKH\HDU
AGEXPERT
Crop insurance can be
time-consuming, but FCC

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province’s growth.

Key recommendations outlined
in forage insurance review
After extensive engagement with the public, the
Manitoba government released details of a review
on forage insurance proJUDPVRͿHUHGE\WKH0DQLtoba Agricultural Services
Corporation (MASC), Agriculture and Resource Development Minister Blaine
Pedersen announced reFHQWO\
´5HJDUGOHVV RI WKH W\SH
of crop, producers are
faced with tough decisions
on what products make the
most sense to help manage
ULVNµ VDLG 3HGHUVHQ ´,W LV
important to get feedback
so that we have a clear picWXUHRIZKDWSURGXFWVWKH\
need to support their success in the agricultural inGXVWU\:H·UHSOHDVHGZLWK
the input we received from
WKH PDQ\ LQYHVWHG VWDNHholders and look forward
to making improvements
to the program where pos-

VLEOHµ
The review was initiated
to get a better understanding of the purchasing decisions of Manitoba producers in terms of forage
insurance products availDEOHWRWKHP
6HYHUDO NH\ UHFRPPHQdations were made and immediate action items will
EH XQGHUWDNHQ E\ 0$6&
prior to the next insurance
\HDU 6RPH RI ZKLFK LQclude:
• exploring new methodologies to assign coverages to new insureds,
•
determining if the
HͿHFW WKDW GLVDVWHU \HDUV
have on future coverage
can be minimized,
• establishing insured
YDOXHV WKDW EHWWHU UHÁHFW
WKH SULFH RI KD\ LQ FODLP
\HDUV
    LGHQWLI\LQJ DUHDV
where the administrative
burden for insureds can be

minimized,
• reviewing the indexbased insurance approach
used in other jurisdictions
which relies on weather or
VDWHOOLWHEDVHG WHFKQRORJ\
and
ZRUNLQJPRUHFORVHO\
ZLWK LQGXVWU\ WR LQIRUP
producers and increase
awareness of the MASC
)RUDJH ,QVXUDQFH SURJUDPV
The review was conducted using a number of different methods, including
the EngageMB portal, focus groups and interviews
with producers, MASC
insurance agents, agriculWXUDO VSHFLDOLVWV LQGXVWU\
DVVRFLDWLRQV ÀQDQFLDO DGvisors, as well as other inVXUDQFHSURYLGHUV
More than 1,200 producHUV FXUUHQWO\ KDYH IRUDJH
insurance through MASC,
insuring more than 272,000
DFUHV7KLVUHSUHVHQWVDERXW

#FDBVTFGBSNJOHJT
FTTFOUJBM

BOTTOM LINE
Consider crop and hail
insurance as risk managePHQW WRROV 7KH\ PD\ QRW
EH QHFHVVDU\ WR FXUE WKH
havoc nature can bring to
SURGXFWLRQ EXW LW·V PRQH\
well invested if there is
ZHDWKHUGDPDJH:LWKYDULous levels of coverage and
deductibles, farmers can
choose their comfort level
IRUULVN

Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk,
MLA

18 per cent of the more than
PLOOLRQHOLJLEOHDFUHVRI
IRUDJHLQ0DQLWRED
7KH )RUDJH ,QVXUDQFH
SURJUDP LV SDUW RI$JUL,Qsurance, a joint program of
the Government of Canada
and the Province of Manitoba under the Canadian
$JULFXOWXUDO3DUWQHUVKLS

MOOSOMIN
CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St. • Moosomin, SK

internet

anywhere

BENEFITS:

Q Internet access on the farm
Q WIFI throughout the house
Q Great for security cameras
& calving monitors
Q Fast activation
Q Portable

Q Affordable
Q Reliable
Q Great options

Come see us or give us
a call for more details!

Ask us about moving your
landline phone number to save even more!

DR. ROBERT KITCHEN MP
Souris-Moose Mountain
ǩZZZGUUREHUWNLWFKHQFD
1-866-249-4697 • www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Enterprises

Ltd.

Furniture & Electronics

27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309
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This graph shows the window of application based on crop stage for herbicides used in canola.

Delayed weed control? Make it count
BY IAN EPP
)RUFDQRODÀHOGVWKDWKDYHQRWEHHQVSUD\HGWKLV\HDU
HͿHFWLYHZHHGFRQWUROPD\FRPHGRZQWRRQHKHUELFLGH
DSSOLFDWLRQ³VRPDNHWKDWDSSOLFDWLRQFRXQW
6WDUWE\DVVHVVLQJWKHZHHGDQGFURSVWDJHVLWXDWLRQLQ
HDFKÀHOG$QVZHUVWRWKHIROORZLQJTXHVWLRQVFDQGHWHUPLQHWKHFRXUVHRIDFWLRQLQFOXGLQJUDWHVWDQNPL[HVDQG
PRUH+RZPDQ\ZHHGVDUHSUHVHQW"+RZELJDUHWKH\"
:KDWVSHFLHVDUHWKH\":KDWLVWKHFURSVWDJH":KDWLVWKH
FURSVWDJHUHODWLYHWRWKHZHHGVWDJH"
,IZHHGSRSXODWLRQLVJUHDWHUWKDQWKHFURSSRSXODWLRQ
DQGZHHGVDUHPRUHDGYDQFHGRUDWWKHVDPHVWDJHDVWKH
FURS WKH KLJKHVW DYDLODEOH UDWH RI KHUELFLGH PD\ EH UHTXLUHGWRSURYLGHWKHEHVWZHHGFRQWURO
.QRZWKHZHHGVSUHVHQWDQGNQRZWKHKHUELFLGHUDWH

UHTXLUHGWRWUXO\FRQWUROWKRVHZHHGV
,I \RX KDYH D ORW RI JUDVV\ ZHHGV LQ D /LEHUW\ /LQN
FDQROD ÀHOG \RX ZLOO ZDQW WR WDQN PL[ FOHWKRGLP ZLWK
WKH/LEHUW\ JOXIRVLQDWH DWDUDWHVXLWHGWRWKHLQIHVWDWLRQ
OHYHO2ULILW·VD&OHDUÀHOGRU)DOFRFURS\RXPD\ZDQW
WRVSUD\JUDVV\ZHHGKHUELFLGHHDUO\DQGVDYHWKHSDUWQHUEURDGOHDIKHUELFLGHIRUDVHFRQGSDVV7KRVHSDUWQHU
SURGXFWVFDQRQO\EHVSUD\HGRQFHSHUVHDVRQ
,I FOHDYHUV DUH D SUREOHP D WDQN PL[ ZLWK TXLQFORUDF
PD\ EH UHFRPPHQGHG :KHQ XVLQJ D WDQN PL[ SD\ DWWHQWLRQWRWKHPL[LQJRUGHU,WRIWHQFKDQJHVEDVHGRQWKH
SURGXFWVLQWKHPL[7DONWR\RXUUHWDLOHURUFKHFNZLWKWKH
FRPSDQ\IRUWKHPL[LQJRUGHUVSHFLÀFWR\RXUWDQNPL[
7KLVLVRIWHQFULWLFDOO\LPSRUWDQWWRDYRLGFOXPSLQJDQG
RWKHUPDMRULVVXHV

$QGÀQDOO\LIWKHFURSLVPRYLQJWRZDUGWKHHQGRILWV
KHUELFLGHVSUD\ZLQGRZLW·VPRVWOLNHO\WKDWWKHFURSZLOO
EH VSUD\HG RQO\ RQFH 8QGHU VXFK FLUFXPVWDQFHV PD[LPL]H KHUELFLGH HFDF\ E\ SXWWLQJ WRJHWKHU DQ HͿHFWLYH
WDQNPL[FKRRVLQJWKHKLJKHUKHUELFLGHDSSOLFDWLRQUDWH
DQGVSUD\LQJXQGHUJRRGFRQGLWLRQV
)RU PRUH GHWDLOV RQ UDWHV WDQN PL[HV DQG WLPLQJ IRU
HDFK FDQROD V\VWHP SOHDVH VHDUFK IRU WKH DUWLFOH ´:HHG
FRQWURO VWUDWHJLHV IRU HDFK +7 V\VWHPµ DW FDQRODZDWFK
RUJ :KLOH WKHUH \RX FDQ VLJQ XS WR UHFHLYH WKH WLPHO\
&DQROD:DWFKHPDLOXSGDWHVWKURXJKRXWWKHJURZLQJVHDVRQ
Ian Epp is an agronomy specialist with the Canola Council of
Canada. Email eppi@canolacouncil.org.

39:1c

E

IN

L
ON

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
RAY & JOYCE RASMUSON

OPENS:
SATURDAY,
JULY
11@@10AM
8 A.M.
SATURDAY,
JULY 11,
2020
OUNGRE, SASK.
CLOSES: WEDNESDAY,
JULY 14 @ 1 P.M.
Directions: FROM
GO
4 MILES
SOUTH
TO TO
GRID
707,707,
DIRECTIONS:
FROM JUNCTION
JUNCTIONHWY
HWY88&&3535
GO
4 MILES
SOUTH
GRID
WEST33MILES
MILES TO
TO RR
RR 2150
2150 &&NORTH
WEST
NORTHTO
TOYARD
YARD
At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our world
from the ground up. As the world’s largest
provider of crop inputs, services and solutions,
Nutrien plays a critical role in feeding the future
by helping growers to increase food production
in a sustainable manner.
We’re moving the agriculture industry and
the world forward – today and for generations
to come. Nutrien invests in community initiatives
and partnerships that enhance the quality of life
êïõéæóæèêðïôøéæóæøæðñæóâõæâïåõéâõóæĤæäõ
the goals and values of our company.

This will be a TIMED ONLINE AUCTION ONLY starting Saturday, July 11, 2020.
See mackauctioncompany.com for details.
JD 8570 4WD tractor with 4 hydraulics, Versatile
856 $WD tractor with PTO, JD 4440 2WD tractor
with JD 148 FEL and 7070 hours showing, John
Deere 4020 2WD tractor for parts, Massey 101
Junior 2WD tractor, Husqvarna YTH 23V48 lawn
tractor, JD 9600 SP combine with JD 912 pickup
header, JD 930 R straight cut header and trailer, 22’
Co-op 722 SP diesel swather, Premier 1900 PT 30’
swather, Case IH PT Chev C-70 grain truck with
Cancade grain box, Chev C-65 grain truck needs
brake work, 90’ Flexicoil NH SF 110 suspended
boom sprayer with chem mixer, Meridian 100 tonne
fertilizer bill, 3-Behlin 3300 bushel hopper bottom
bins, 2-Westeel 3100 bushel bins on steel floors,
Westecl 3300 bushel hopper bottom bin, 2-Behlin
2911 bushel bins on cement, Forever grain cleaner
with steel grain bin and pencil augers, Farm King
10-70 swing auger, Brandt 7-40 auger and engine,
Sakundiak 6-33 auger and engine, 40’ JD 737 air
seeder and JD 787 air cart with double shoot and
paired rows, Morris CP-725 cultivator, Riteway 50’
harrow packers, Westeel 1000 gallon diesel tank
and electric pump, Degelman ground drive rock
picker, Crown hydraulic drive rock picker, Crown
hydraulic rock ripper, hydraulic trailer mount
log splitter, shop built grain box with hydraulic
dump, Versatile sprayer frame with water tank, JD 7720 for parts, Case 1482 PT
combine for parts, 1970’s Ford half ton for parts, quantity of scrap iron,
various shop tools plus much more! Consignments Welcome. For More Information
call 306.861.7555

Visit www.mackauctioncompany.com
for sale bill and photos.
Join us on
306-421-2928 | 306-487-7815
PL 311962

B10

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, June 29, 2020

Why farmers rely on cash flow projections
Agriculture is a numbers
game. Farmers need to determine a fair land rental
price or if their operating
line of credit will get them
through tight times. While
uncertainty around factors such as the weather
makes it nearly impossible
to know exact revenue
and expense numbers, it
is possible to get accurate
HVWLPDWHV XVLQJ FDVK ÁRZ
projections.
&DVK ÁRZ SURMHFWLRQV
RU FDVK ÁRZ EXGJHWV DUH
estimates of cash receipts
and expenses expected to
occur during a certain time
period, says Kevin Hursh,

a Saskatoon-based agrologist and commentator. Operators use their best guess
to determine expected
yield and prices to come
XSZLWKLQFRPHÀJXUHVDQG
use their expected costs to
calculate expenses.
Scott Thom doesn’t take
chances. He creates indepth projections that include all expected income
and expenses for his feeder
hog and cash crop operaWLRQV QHDU 'HQÀHOG 2QW
He uses conservative yield
and price estimates for
both because he prefers to
be pleasantly surprised by
having more income than
planned.
“Crop expenses are fairly straightforward,” Thom
says. “I break them out the
same way my accounting
books do. I use crop insurDQFH ÀJXUHV IRU PLQLPXP
yield and price. Livestock
LV PRUH GLFXOW EHFDXVH
accounting programs like
to lump too many expenses
together, and the hog price
changes every day.”
He generally uses the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
$ͿDLUV 20$)5$  FRVW
of production numbers
for both income and expenses as a starting point.

If there’s a big discrepancy
between his numbers and
OMAFRA’s, he’ll generally
defer to theirs unless he
can identify exactly why he
should use his own.
“Once I have this worked
out and have an idea about
what I plan to grow and
how many pigs I plan to
produce, I can pretty easily determine how I’m going to make out,” Thom
says. “Then, if more land
or another barn comes up
for rent, I can plug in the
numbers and see if I would
make more money or if I’m
just making more work for
myself.”
A big advantage to cash
ÁRZ SURMHFWLRQV LV WKH\
KLJKOLJKW ZKHQ FDVK ÁRZ
could be tight, Hursh says.
Since you can spot these
well in advance, you can
create a marketing plan
and have funds on hand
when you need them, eliminating last-minute sales.
“You have to be realistic with your numbers,”
Thom emphasizes. “Keep
in mind that the yield isn’t
really the yield until it’s
harvested, and the price
isn’t the price until it’s
sold. It’s better to err on the
conservative side. No one
ever complains when they
exceed projections.”

Hon. Warren Kaeding PAg.
Phone: 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
www.warrenkaedingmla.ca
MLA MELVILE-SALTCOATS CONSTITUENCY
MINISTER FOR RURAL & REMOTE HEALTH
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR SENIORS

Custom Silage
Chopping
Full or Partial
Service Available

Universe
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK
306.645.2669 | www.universesatellite.com

TED 204.512.0754
WARREN 204.851.1751
Contact the World-Spectator
at 306-435-2445
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Crop report: Wind starting to calm down, but rain needed
Windy conditions continued in most of the province
last week, but started to calm down in other areas. This
DOORZHG PRUH IDUPHUV WR JHW LQWR WKH ÀHOG WR VSUD\ IRU
in-crop weed control and insect pests. Wind continued
to dry the topsoil moisture but rain in many areas has
helped to alleviate some of these issues.
Dry conditions and cool temperatures have slowed hay
DQGSDVWXUHJURZWKVSHFLÀFDOO\LQWKHVRXWKHUQDQGHDVW
central regions. Most of the province received at least a
small amount of rainfall last week. The Gouldtown area
in the southwest region received the highest amount of
rainfall with 73.5 mm. Most farmers would welcome more
rain, but some that received high amounts of rainfall over
WKH SDVW IHZ ZHHNV KDYH LQGLFDWHG WKDW VRPH ÀHOGV DUH
VDWXUDWHGDQGWKDWZHWÀHOGVKDYHGHOD\HGVSUD\LQJ
Provincially, moisture levels on crop land remain at the
same level. Hay and pasture land moisture levels have
reduced slightly, particularly in areas that received less
rainfall this week. Cropland topsoil moisture is rated as
two per cent surplus, 69 per cent adequate, 22 per cent
short and seven per cent very short. Hay and pasture
land topsoil moisture is rated as two per cent surplus, 55
per cent adequate, 26 per cent short and 17 per cent very
short.
Areas that received more rainfall in the past few weeks
have reported that crop and pasture development has improved. Warm temperatures have also helped with crop
development. Farmers in the east-central and southern
regions report that lack of rainfall in some areas has reduced hay and pasture growth and will delay the timing
RUUHGXFHWKHDPRXQWRIKD\IRUWKHÀUVWFXW
Crop development is around the normal development
stage for this time of year for most crops. More of the oilseed crops are considered behind normal.
Provincially, 68 per cent of fall cereals, 69 per cent of
spring cereals, 60 per cent of oilseed crops and 74 per cent
of pulse crops are at their normal stages of development
for this time of year. Dry topsoil moisture conditions have
resulted in delayed emergence and development of later

and smaller seeded crops.
Flea beetle damage was reported in most regions of
WKHSURYLQFHZKLFKKDVDͿHFWHGFDQRODGHYHORSPHQWIRU
some. Farmers have been busy spraying, branding and
vaccinating cattle, and rolling and hauling grain. There
have been isolated reports of reseeding due to damage
from wind, dry conditions, insect pests and hail.
In the southeast region there was minimal rainfall
last week, ranging from zero to 10.2 mm in areas west
of Moose Jaw. The Whitewood area received three mm,
WKH.LVEH\2GHVVDDQG9LEDQNDUHDVÀYHPPWKH:H\EXUQDUHDÀYHWRVL[PPDQG%ULHUFUHVWDUHDVL[PP7KH
Frobisher area has received the most precipitation in the
region since April 1 (100 mm).
Moisture conditions were maintained for crop land,
EXWWKHUHKDYHEHHQPRUHÀHOGVUHSRUWHGDVVKRUWWRYHU\
short for hay and pasture land. Cropland topsoil moisture
is rated as 47 per cent adequate, 40 per cent short and 13
per cent very short. Hay and pasture land topsoil moisture is rated as 25 per cent adequate, 51 per cent short and

24 per cent very short.
Minimal rainfall this spring and cool temperatures have
resulted in delayed growth, especially in hay and pasture
land. Farmers indicated they may have a reduction in hay
\LHOG DQG WKDW WKH ÀUVW FXW PD\ EH GHOD\HG GXH WR VORZ
growth. Many are hoping for a general rain to help with
crop, hay and pasture development.
Regionally, 87 per cent of the fall cereals, 73 per cent of
the spring cereals, 70 per cent of the oilseed crops and 65
per cent of the pulse crops are at their normal stages of
development for this time of year. Eleven per cent of the
fall cereals, 23 per cent of the spring cereals, 29 per cent
of the oilseed crops and 29 per cent of the pulse crops are
behind in crop development.
It remained quite windy for most of the week, but has
recently calmed down, allowing farmers to make more
progress spraying. There have been localized reports of
farmers reseeding due to hail and gopher damage.
)DUPHUVDUHEXV\VSUD\LQJIRUZHHGVÁHDEHHWOHVDQG
cutworms.

&,1&: ,*

Hartung Services
Mobile Glass Replacement & Stone Chip Repair
COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURE

306-743-5014
CELL: 306-496-7222
hartungservices@sasktel.net
619 McNaughton Crescent
Langenburg, SK

Accredited
Repair Center

A. Pethick Farm
& Custom Ag
Now offering:

CUSTOM HAYING
ALSO AVAILABLE:

•
•
•
•
•

Custom Seeding
Custom Spraying
Custom Swathing
Custom Combining
Dribble Band Fertilizing
Plus more! Please inquire!

The KIOTI® CK10SE has a deluxe, air conditioned cab, so you can work all day in a
scorcher and hardly break a sweat. In fact, it’s got heat too. Plus a 35 or 40 HP
engine, hydrostatic transmission and a single lever joystick for easy front loader
operation. It may just be the nicest compact tractor under the sun. /HDUQPRUH
DW.LRWLFRP
© 2018
2018 KIO
IIOTI
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306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361
Visit us online at
www.world-spectator.com

Universe
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com
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Covid-19 disruptions bring opportunities
and challenges to food supply chain
BY ADAM SMITH
7KH &DQDGLDQ HFRQRP\
has been under a lot of
VWUHVV  7KH ÀUVW TXDUWHU
Gross Domestic Product
declined by 8.2% YoY, and
the unemployment rate
reached 13% in April. And
there’s likely more negative economic data coming
in the second quarter and
household income will be
pressured.
Yet, retail food prices
jumped 3.4% in April yearover-year (YoY), with red
PHDW LQÁDWLRQ UHDFKLQJ
more than 8%. Many farm
product prices were down
YoY in April due to the
foodservice shutdown and
production disruptions induced by Covid-19.
7KH &RYLG SDQGHPLF
has disrupted the food
supply chain, farm to fork.
And these disruptions
FRXOGKDYHODVWLQJHͿHFWV

THINK GLOBAL
7UDGH KDV EHHQ DQ LPportant component of the
continued expansion of
Canada’s agriculture and
agri-food sectors. Our ag
and food exports totalled
$68.5 billion in 2019, with
both exports to the U.S.
and the rest of the world
recording 88% and 71%

growth in the last ten
\HDUV 7UDGLWLRQDO WUDGLQJ
partners such as the U.S.,
Europe, and Japan will
remain key markets. However, the expansion of the
JOREDO PLGGOH FODVV RͿHUV
opportunities. China is an
obvious driver of trade.
But there are also other
Asian economies like Vietnam and Indonesia where
our ag and food exports
grew 548% and 253% over
the last decade.
Real-time trade data
from the International
Monetary Fund showed
that world trade in “dry
bulk” goods dropped almost 9% through the pandemic with larger declines
in other goods.
A
future
backlash
against trade is possible
from countries that assoFLDWH VHOIVXFLHQF\ ZLWK
food security. However,
there’s reason to be opWLPLVWLF DV :RUOG 7UDGH
Organization
members
reported many new trade
standards and regulations.
Still, half of them were intended to facilitate trade,
especially when it comes
to food. And early yearto-date export numbers
suggest that export disruptions have been minimal in

the agri-food industry.
ACT LOCAL
Consumers’ awareness
of where their food is coming from was growing before the pandemic. Many
Canadians have recently
sought out local ingredients and food products
as they have found a new
DQLW\ IRU FRRNLQJ DQG
EDNLQJ7KLVWUHQGLVOLNHO\
to remain strong. Recent
survey data from Angus
Reid supports this, with
63% of people wanting to
buy more local food in the

IXWXUH 7KLV SXVK IRU ORFDO
has spilled over into the
foodservice sector with
recent social media campaigns encouraging Canadians to support their local
restaurants.
According to a report
from the University of Dalhousie, about 9% of Canadians plan to shop online
for food—before Covid-19,
this was less than 2%. As
with any large and sudden
shift, some consumers may
eventually return to their
more traditional buying
habits. Retailers are likely

to increase investments in
online and digital channels to maintain this level
RIFRQVXPHUGHPDQG7KLV
will expand market opportunities for Canadian food
processors and producers
in shipping directly to consumers.
5LVLQJ FRVWV FDQ LQÁXHQFH SURÀWDELOLW\ WKURXJKout the supply chain
7KH UDWLR RI WKH LQGXVtrial product price index
to the farm product price
index provides an estimate
RI WKH JURVV SURÀW PDUJLQ

LQ VSHFLÀF SURFHVVLQJ VHFtors. In the red meat sector,
the combination of higher
red meat prices and lower
cattle and hog prices has
increased the margin ratio
by 20% YoY in April 2020.
%XW SURÀWDELOLW\ H[WHQGV
beyond the raw material costs. Food procesVRUVKDYHPDGHVLJQLÀFDQW
investments to maintain
the reliability of the food
supply chain, such as additional protective equipment for employees, pay
incentives and enhanced
cleaning and safety protoFROV7KHFXUUHQWHFRQRPLF
VLWXDWLRQ PDNHVLWGLFXOW
to pass on higher costs to
consumers. Higher costs,
coupled with diminished
output in some sectors,
KDYH ZHDNHQHG WKH SURÀWability outlook at the farm
and processing levels.
7KH &DQDGLDQ DJULFXOture and agri-food inGXVWU\ ZLOO ÀQG YDULRXV
opportunities and challenges emerging from the
Covid-19 crisis. Planning
QRZIRUGLͿHUHQWVFHQDULRV
LQYROYHVUHÁHFWLQJRQZKDW
new relationships across
domestic and global supply chains mean for food
GHPDQGSULFHVDQGSURÀWability in the future.

Parkland College research farm field day cancelled
Parkland College and
the East Central Research
Foundation (ECRF) have
cancelled their annual Research Farm Field Day for
2020 due to COVID-19.
Public gatherings in Saskatchewan are currently
limited to 30 people, and
physical distancing guideOLQHV UHPDLQ LQ HͿHFW 7KH
ÀHOG WRXUV KHOG DQQXDOO\
in July at the research farm
just south of Yorkton, typically attract close to 100
farmers, agriculture professionals, and industry
representatives.
In lieu of an in-person
event, researchers are planning to record a virtual
tour of this year’s research
SURMHFWV 7KH YLGHR ZLOO EH
shared online and posted at
www.ecrf.ca, likely around
the middle of July.
7KLV VHDVRQ UHVHDUFKHUV

are conducting a number
of trials and demonstration projects on land supplied by the City of Yorkton. Some of these projects
are supported by the provincial government Agriculture Demonstration of
3UDFWLFHVDQG7HFKQRORJLHV
$'237  SURJUDP ZLWK
others sponsored by busi-

nesses in the agriculture
industry.
Last month, Parkland
College was awarded a
$200,000 research grant
by the Natural Sciences
and
Engineering
Research Council of Canada
16(5&  7KH JUDQW LV EHing used to hire students
for work integrated learn-

Doug’s
Mobile Service Ltd.
SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts
Hwy. #3 East • Melita, MB

(204) 522-8451
FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

ing opportunities at the
research farm, while also
funding the purchase of
new equipment.
ABOUT PARKLAND COLLEGE:
Parkland College provides high quality, learner
centred education and
training as a foundation for
OLIHORQJ VXFFHVV 7KH &RO-

B

K

OHJHRͿHUVDVXSHULRUOHDUQing and campus experience
for all students through
quality programming and
services. Students can get
started on their careers
by completing university
classes, full degrees, and
skills training and trades
FHUWLÀFDWHV 3DUNODQG &ROlege also delivers high

FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES
BARRY

KENT

306-434-6046

306-435-6040

school upgrading, safety
training, and corporate/
6:4c

BELOW
FACTORY DIRECT
PRICING!
NOW AVAILABLE
SNAP LOCK
HIDDEN FASTENER
METAL ROOFING

Structural Steel Dealer
Now selling Septic/Holding Tanks
#1 Grade Coloured

#1 Grade
Coloured
85¢/sq.
ft.
85¢/sq.
ft.
B Grade
Coloured

77¢/sq.
ft.
#1 Grade
Galvalume
B Grade
Galvanized
79¢/sq.
ft.

75¢/sq. ft.

B Grade
Coloured
Multi
Coloured
Mill Ends
75¢/sq. ft.
ft.
45¢/sq.

COLOR SALE!
ORANGE
¢

69 /SQ. FT.
B Grade 4x8
7/16 Ranch Board
$22.95/Sheet

Red Angus 2-Year-Old
Bulls For Sale

NOW SELLING
SCREWPILES

Mark & Pamela Wushke
Whitewood, SK
H: 306-735-2805 C: 306-735-7980
wushkemd@yahoo.ca
#EmmattCreek

www.fouillardsteel.com
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2020 an uncertain year for cattle industry
Continued from page B1
Derek Smart says half of his animals are purebred and
half are commercial, and they grain farm a couple thousand acres and have a bull sale in March. “And honestly
the social distancing probably wouldn’t have saved us at
all because we tend to naturally social distance most of
the year, but it hit right over bull sale time and that really made it hard to have a bull sale when you can’t have
people out,” says Smart about the Covid-19 situation.
“And it sounds like some marketing opportunities are
gone—things like Agribition have been cancelled for this
year. So I guess they will be looking to next year.”
Smart says one of the biggest challenges facing the industry has been keeping the processing going.
“The main thing has been the packers,” he says, “and
for the cattle side of things, trying to keep the processing going. They were shutting down shifts which caused
a backlog of killing, which hurt the cull market a bit on
the cows. And then there were talks of the border closing
from our protectionist friends to the south there, so we
weren’t sure what was going to happen.
“Then for price insurance it kind of went through the
roof a little bit, but the Saskatchewan government came
out with a plan to help cover 40 per cent of the extra increase in cost on the price insurance. It’s still not a lot,
but every little bit helps, and with the price insurance a
SURGXFHUFDQDWOHDVWJHWDÁRRUSULFHRQWKHFDOYHV\RX
are selling, and if the market goes up, great, you’ll get
more, but at least you know you are going to get that set
amount.
“I think the cull market has been a little bit soft compared to last year. I haven’t heard a lot on calves. The price
insurance, they say it is going to be kind of an average year
just by what they are willing to insure at, but I guess you
never know how it is going to shake out until it comes. As
far as the calf market, they don’t seem to be changing a
whole lot right now, but we’ll know better come September what things look like, and obviously if all of a sudden
there is a resurgence of Covid-19 and things are closing
down, well that could be a big challenge.
“From what I’m hearing, there have been a lot of people
who are selling their products direct, there has been a lot
of increase in that. Some of the ranches that are direct to
customers in the cities, they’ve been selling out, and people have been buying direct. With the increase at the groFHU\VWRUHVLW·VQRWWKDWPXFKGLͿHUHQWLQSULFHDQGWKH\
are getting to buy local meat, so there has been a bit of a
jump in that market.”
Smart says he blames Covid-19 for most of what is going on in the industry this year.
“Most of it has been Covid-inspired as far as the backlog
on the cull market, because obviously if they get behind
in butchering it causes some issues. They’ve been able to
keep the sales going by video sales during Covid-19. Bull
sales were hurt. I know with our sale you weren’t allowed
to have a lot of people, so you had to do the online thing
and then you just didn’t see that local market that would
be there to buy something. So there wasn’t that commuQLW\VLGHRIWKDW,WGHÀQLWHO\KDVQ·WKHOSHGµ
Smart says other than the price insurance program put
out by the provincial government, there hasn’t been much
aid for the cattle industry.
“There is a lot of insurance on the grain side of things,
but livestock has always been kind of lacking programs.
7KLV KDV EHHQ WKH ÀUVW SURJUDP WKDW KDV HYHU FRPH RXW
and the government just did a little bit to help make it
PRUHDͿRUGDEOHEHFDXVHWKHSULFHSUHWW\PXFKGRXEOHGWR
buy that insurance when Covid hit because they weren’t
sure what was happening, and the premium went up
SUHWW\IDVWDQGWKHQWKLQJVNLQGRIOHYHOOHGRͿEXWWKH\
still were a little higher for a premium, just not knowing
where things were going to go as everything unfolds.
“So what happened was when it doubled in price, the
6DVNDWFKHZDQJRYHUQPHQWVWHSSHGLQDQGRͿHUHGWRSD\
40 per cent of the extra, as well as they extended the deadline an extra 18 days for people to purchase. It sounded
like the federal government was not going to kick in but
the provincial government did. So that was one nice thing
the government did to help farmers here in Saskatchewan.”
Smart says there may be an upside as well to the whole
situation with Covid-19.
“I guess I would just hope that in general, just for society, maybe it will be a priority shift and people maybe
will remember what is important, and hopefully there
is more family time being invested. But also it would be
really nice to see more value added and more industry
come to Canada instead of always just exporting our rural
products—that would be ideal, but that’s a pretty loaded
and high agenda.”

Dawn Nagy, CAIB

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.
PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959
stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street • Stockholm, SK

Cattle grazing new Welwyn
Phil Birnie
WRAZ Red Angus
3KLO %LUQLH ZLWK :5$= 5HG $QJXV ÀYH PLOHV HDVW RI
Wawota says it might take a while to gage the total impact
of things like Covid-19 on the industry this year.
“We’re a seed stock operation that is purebred Red Angus, and we sell bulls the third Saturday in April every
year and we have a female sale in the fall and December
every year. And in between we market cattle in various
ways,” he says.
´<HV&RYLGGHÀQLWHO\KDVDͿHFWHGWKHLQGXVWU\EXW
, GRQ·W NQRZ LI ZH NQRZ \HW KRZ PXFK LW KDV DͿHFWHG
the industry to be quite honest,” he says. “If you were
feeding cattle and had the marketing of those cattle, it has
GHÀQLWHO\EHHQDOWHUHGEXWDORWRISHRSOHKDGPDUNHWHG
last year’s calves already, so until fall you’re not really going to know what has happened. That’s one of the biggest
things for the majority of commercial producers that are
selling calves in the fall. So far it’s an unknown.”
He says there has been a lot of inconsistency in the industry.
“Up until now the regular things that we would sell
have hung in there not too bad,” he says. “The fat cattle
price, the price going to the butcher market, that’s where
the problem is, and it’s all over the map.
“The packing industry shutting down because of Covid-19 is the biggest issue that we’re facing right now, but
it’s a bit of an unknown at the moment too. It drove up the
price on the shelf in the store, but it drove down the price
at the farm gate.”
+HVD\VEXOOVDOHVHDVRQZDVDͿHFWHGWKLV\HDUGXHWR
Covid-19.
“For me, bull sale season was strange because everything had to go online,” he says. “Nobody could really
have people at their bull sale, so that was unique. Not
that we haven’t had internet access to the sale, but it was
pretty much 100 per cent that way this year. That is not a
positive in my mind.”
+HVD\VEUHHGHUVDUHDͿHFWHGE\WKHFRPPHUFLDOPDUket, and that’s also something to note.
“For us guys who are selling breeding stock, we need
those commercial producers to be able to have a decent
idea for what’s happening in the fall. Otherwise they’re
not willing to spend any money either, like the rest of us,”
he says.
Birnie also says the dry weather is starting to be a factor
this year for pasture.
“There was all kinds of moisture last fall but right now
we’re looking for rain in our area,” he says.

Mark Wushke
Emmatt Creek Ranch
Emmatt Creek Ranch is located just west of Whitewood.
“We’re 80 cow-calf pairs, purebred Red Angus, with a
few commercials,” says Marke Wushke. “We sell purebred Red Angus bulls.”
Wushke says they were planning to have a South East
Angus tour stop a their place in mid-August, but he’s not
sure if that will happen this year.
“Normally that would bring 200 or 250 people to the
yard to see our cattle, but we’re not sure how it is going
to work. We’re planning as if it is all going to be going
ahead, but if things don’t open up then it will have to be

cancelled.”
Wushke says inconsistency in pricing, as well as lack of
rain, are two of the biggest challenges to cattle producers
this year.
“We have no idea where the pricing is going to be this
fall, and the drought for us is really bad,” he says. “Kipling
got two inches last night (Wednesday) but we didn’t. So
that is the biggest concern for our farm right now—the
lack of rain, and then just the uncertainty of where this is
going price-wise. We are still optimistic, but if you think
about it, there is no baseball, there is no football, nobody
is eating as many hotdogs and smokies and things like
that, so it is going to cause less demand for sure. Those are
the main concerns.”
Like a lot of producers, Wushke has purchased price insurance, but he says the provincial government program
to reduce the premium is not a lot of help because the cost
jumped so much this year.
He says Covid-19 has been a big factor in everything
that is going on.
´,W KDV DͿHFWHG WKH XQFHUWDLQW\ RI WKH SULFH 7KH FDOI
prices have been just up and down and cull cow prices
are down quite a bit because of it,” he says
“I’m blaming it on that (Covid-19), because it has totally
changed the way people are buying food. The restaurants
aren’t buying the high end cuts now, but the grocery stores
are still selling a lot more, so the packers have to change
the way they are cutting the meat and there is demand for
cuts that there wasn’t before and they’ve lost market on
cuts they would sell at the restaurant, so they’ve had to
adapt. But it’s concerning how much they’re (the packers)
making and how much we’re not. So somebody is making
the money, and it isn’t the farmer.”
He says this is also one of the worst years he’s seen for
pasture.
“For our operation it is a concern because we’re running out of pasture and the hay is not growing. This is the
worst year we’ve had since we’ve started farming as far
as the condition of the pastures. We’ve had a total of six
tenths of rain.”
Despite the negatives, Wushke says there are also some
positives to being a cattle producer at this time.
“We are still blessed,” he says. “I wouldn’t have wanted
to live anywhere else through Covid-19 because we’re on
the farm, we’re not locked in a little one- or two-bedroom
apartment. I mean it (Covid) is a concern for sure, but
we’re surviving okay. We’re not having issues at our place
because of it. We just adapt and move on and I’m thinking
the prices will come back.
“It hit just when we were calving, so we really didn’t
notice. We were basically quarantined for calving anyway
because we were too busy to go anywhere.
“You can’t go to auction sales, and I miss that, seeing
WKHSHRSOHEXWDVIDUDVRXURSHUDWLRQLWKDVQ·WDͿHFWHGXV
the way it has some other industries.”

Marek Zdunczyk
Hauling Grain,
Fertilizer, Equipment,
Potable Water and Gravel.
PLUS Winch Truck Service.

Ph: 306-645-2032
Rocanville, SK

306-435-1717
Moosomin, SK

CARS | TRUCKS | ENGINES
TRANSMISSIONS | AIR CONDITIONING
AGRICULTURE &
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
HORSE TRAILERS | TIRES
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
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cent
rate will decrease four per

Tax
due to COVID-19
Moosomin drops tax rate
BY

KARA KINNA

its budThe town of Moosomin passed
dropped its
get on Wednesday, and has 12.5 mills
from
mill rate by half a mill,
WRPLOOVLQDQHͿRUWWRUHFRJQL]HWKH
GXH WR &RYGRZQWXUQ LQ WKH HFRQRP\ LQ WD[HV RI
LG 7KH UHVXOW LV D GHFUHDVH
WD[ UHIRXU SHU FHQW ZLWK WKH PLQLPXP
maining at $750.
the town
Mayor Larry Tomlinson says
planning with
went into this year’s budget rate to help
the aim of lowering the mill DQG ZHUH
WD[SD\HUV
DQG
RXW EXVLQHVVHV
FRQVLGHULQJWDNLQJVRPHPRQH\RXWRIUHVHUYHIXQGLQJWRDͿRUGWKHWD[FXWEHIRUH
DQQRXQFHG D
WKH SURYLQFLDO JRYHUQPHQW
SHUFDSLWDJUDQWXQGHUWKH0XQLFLSDO(FR0((3 
QRPLF (QKDQFHPHQW 3URJUDP for the
$394,247
resulting in an additional

JDYHWKHWRZQWKHZLJJOHURRPLWQHHGHG
dipping into
town.
to lower the mill rate without
7KDWPRQH\QHHGVWREHVSHQWRQFDSLWDO UHVHUYHIXQGV
planning
SURMHFWVVRWKHWRZQ GHFLGHGWRSXWLWWR“Originally when we started
sewer main
realward sewer main spot repair, KRZHYHU LW the budget, as we went along we
UHOLQLQJ SDYLQJ DQG FXUELQJ

PLOO UDWH D OLWWOH
L]HG ZH FRXOG ORZHU WKH
determined we
bit, and after that we were
a mill,” says
were going to lower it by half
Mayor Larry Tomlinson.
Continued on Page 9 

Established in 1884 and STILL GROWING!

TransGas

Project
will bring
150 to
area

Reaching

W
BY K
ZLOO EH
$ FUHZ RI XS WR  ZRUNHUVsummer
this
based in Moosomin starting transmission
to build a new natural gas
OLQHIRU7UDQV*DVWR1XWULHQ5RFDQYLOOH
LQWR WKH
7KH ZRUNHUV ZLOO EH FRPLQJ
RYHUODS ZLWK
DUHD WKLV VXPPHU DQG ZLOO
LQWR WKH
 ZRUNHUV FXUUHQWO\ FRPLQJ
DUHDZLWK%DQLVWHU3LSHOLQHVDQG(QEULGJH
ZRUN
WR FRPSOHWH VXUIDFH UHPHGLDWLRQ
UNHUVZLOOEHLQWKH
PHDQLQJXSWRZR
DUHDZRUNLQJRQWKHWZRSURMHFWVWKLVVXPmer.
VDLG WKH
&DVH\ 0F/HRG RI 7UDQV*DV
SURMHFWLVQHFHVVDU\WRLQFUHDVH7UDQV*DV·V
JDV WR WKH
FDSDFLW\ IRU GHOLYHULQJ QDWXUDO
Nutrien potash mine.
Continued on page 3 
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Restaurant. The
6 on the side of Cork & Bone
on Broadway Avenue on June High School student Jhade Acuna. The mural
A new mural was unveiled
artist and graduating McNaughton From left are Cork & Bone owner Jarrod Slumural was painted by local
moon, and artist Jhade
and moving on to new adventures.
at bottom left sitting on the
depicts turning points in life
who is depicted in the mural
goski, his young son Oliver, full story.
Acuna. Turn to page 2 for the
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Waiting for Dad

Waiting for Dad Ryley Clements
and Grandpa Bryan Clements
by Joanne Clements as part
to ﬁll the seeder so Jase and
of the World-Spectator’s 2020
Hudson can go for a ride!
Spring Seeding Photo Contest.
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Al Sawatzky, Manager
of Pipeline Construction
on Enbridge’s Line 3 replacement, and Bill Pilkington, Senior Safety Coordinator with Enbridge,
told Plain and Valley that
there will be a strong focus on safety as crews of
280 workers move into
southeast Saskatchewan
and southwest Manitoba
over the next few weeks
to complete surface resto3
ration work on the Line
replacement project. There
will be 250 people based
in Moosomin, and 30 in
EEDMARK

Serving Moosomin, Virden
& surrounding areas

306-271-0808
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ASPHALT MAINTENANCE
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- Asphalt Sealing
- Pavement
Cracks
- Line Striping
- Pothole Repair

summer?
Not going far this
you vacation close to home!

6:2c

across southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba

Published the second Friday of each month

Enjoy our outdoor drinkware while

HOT TUB, POOL, BEACH
PERFECT FOR: THE BACKYARD,
Keep your Beer

Wine Hook
AND
The Beach Glass The glass
holder for ICE COLD
Stands in the sand and Wine
HIDDEN!
outdoor chairs
floats in water!
SK
630 Main St. | Moosomin,

Discover. . .
store
More than just a jewelry

AND MUCH MORE!

Blanketing
28,000 HOUSEHOLDS

-19 safety
Enbridge focused on Covid

with social distancing.
We are going to get the
biggest room in Moosomin and there won’t be
as many there as usual,
but it’s a formal thing that
we have every time we go
back to work.
“It will be a smaller
crowd and we will be
separated but we plan on
KDYLQJDNLFNRͿPHHWLQJ
It’s kind of a social event
but it’s also where we
get the management up
to speed on where we’re
at. A big part of that kick
RͿPHHWLQJZLOOEHRQWKH
Covid-19 protocol we’re
going to roll out. We’ve
Brandon.
developed protocols over
Sawatzky said there
the winter.”
are people starting to
+H VDLG PRUH VWDͿ ZLOO
move into the area for the start rolling into the area
project. “There are a few starting this Friday, June
people around right now 12.
in Moosomin,” he said.
“June 12 is when we’ll
“I have my construction have some people start
manager, Lee McKenzie, coming in and it will ramp
out there right now. We are up from there,” Sawatzky
MXVWORRNLQJDWGHÀQLQJWKH said. “There won’t be 200
scope of work and we are SHRSOH VKRZ XS WKH ÀUVW
An Enbridge morning
actually doing some weed day—it’s a gradual buildcontrol right now as well up.”
meeting with employwith a couple small crews
ees practising social
Sawatzky said Enbridge
out of Saskatoon.
had a project in Sarnia,
distancing
“So we do our spring
Ontario over the winter
break mitigation. That is where Covid-19 protoways. There
to make sure the right-of- cols were developed and of it in many
guidance for us
way hasn’t eroded from ÁHVKHGRXWVRWKHFRPSD- was some
was no formal
wind or water, and it re- ny has that experience un- but there We knew you
ally carried well over the der its belt as it prepares document. within six feet,
be
winter. Banister has one for the next project in Moo- couldn’t
we needed to be
or two guys out there now somin. “We developed we knew
your hands
and there are going to be protocols in Sarnia so we able to clean knew the ofWe
more. They are probably could carry on with con- and tools. QHHGHG WR EH
going to start delivering struction. Between myself, ÀFH WUDLOHUV thoroughly.
very
equipment by the week- Bill (Pilkington) and the cleaned
started with that and
end and into next week.
we de- We
there,
safety
there.”
site

from
it
´:H KDYH D NLFNRͿ
We build
a veloped the protocols.
Continued on page 25 
meeting, which will be
 were actually out ahead
GLͿHUHQW NLQG RI NLFN RͿ

Q Tile, Laminate, Hardwood
Q Kitchen Back Splashes
Q Basement Development
Q Custom Showers

Plain & Valley

13, Number 6
June 2020 • Volume

EVIN

Q Full Exterior Renos
Q Full Interior Renos
Q Custom Decks
Q Drywall Painting
Q Home Maintenance
Q Siding, Sofﬁt & Fascia

Bringing Your Ideas To Life

work:
in region for Line 3 surface
Extra precautions as crews

BY

lawrence_hein@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/lawrenceh
einrenovations

Renovations
Handyman Service

Universe
providing
Roxors for
mining industry
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Canadian farm cash receipts:

Looking back at 2019 and forward to 2020
BY SÉBASTIEN POULIOT
PRINCIPAL AGRICULTURAL
ECONOMIST AT FCC
The ongoing pandemic is set to
test the resilience of farms in 2020.
Statistics Canada’s estimates of
2019 farm cash receipts (FCR)
suggest a relatively positive year
for agriculture. FCR increased
in 2019 by $3.6 billion, or 5.7%.
This is the strongest percentage
growth observed since 2008. A
good chunk of that growth, about
$1.7 billion, comes from cannabis
production. Excluding cannabis,
FCR grew by 2.9%.
The table below shows the provincial estimates of FCR for 2018
and 2019 and our 2020 forecasts.

LOOKING BACK AT 2019
&DVK UHFHLSWV HYROYH GLͿHUently across provinces, depending on their mix of agricultural
activity:
In the Atlantic, strong growth
comes from a large increase in
crop receipts.
In Quebec, Ontario and Alberta, growth is split evenly between
growth in crops and livestock receipts.

Manitoba and Saskatchewan
recorded crop receipts declines
and marginal increases in livestock receipts.
British Columbia recorded
large growth in its crop receipts
and moderate growth in its livestock receipts.
WHAT CAN WE EXPECT IN 2020?
7KH ÀUVW TXDUWHU RI  ZDV
relatively positive. FCR grew
E\  FRPSDUHG WR WKH ÀUVW
TXDUWHU RI  2QFH DJDLQ WKH
SLFWXUH ORRNV GLͿHUHQW LI ZH SXW
aside cannabis production: FCR
grew 0.8%, excluding cannabis
receipts. Crop receipts (excluding
cannabis receipts) declined 4.7%,
while livestock receipts were up
3.9% as the COVID-19 crisis had
QR VLJQLÀFDQW LPSDFW XQWLO WKH
end of March. FCR grew in Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia but declined in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan.
Since the end of Q1, farm income has plunged for several
sectors. There’s a considerable
degree of uncertainty for the rest
of the year. Our 2020 forecasts
FRQVLGHU WKH GLͿHUHQW &29,'

Receipts from grains, oilseeds
and pulses are projected to climb,
assuming average yields. As
such, we expect FCR in Saskatchewan to grow.
In Manitoba, growth in grains,
oilseeds and pulses will not be
VXFLHQW WR FRPSHQVDWH IURP
losses in the hog sector.

impacts across ag sectors.
We expect Canada’s total
FCR to decline by about 3.4% in
2020—the worst year-over-year
performance since 2003. Note
that these estimates include anticipated agri-stability and other
direct payments.

The provinces the most negatively impacted are those with
a greater share of their farm income from livestock. Farm prices
IRUFDWWOHDQGKRJDUHVLJQLÀFDQWO\ GRZQ DQG SURGXFWLRQ TXRWDV
were cut for milk, poultry and
eggs.

PREPARING FOR DIFFERENT
2020 SCENARIOS
We’re not yet at the mid-point
of the year, and a lot could happen before the start of 2021. Farm
ÀQDQFLDOSODQQLQJPXVWVWD\WRS
of mind for operations. Managing cost growth will be key. In
2019, operating expenses climbed
by 5.6%. Net cash income rose
5.8%, still far from its 2017 peak.
Farm debt increased by 8.2% in
2019. Low interest rates will help
operations meet their debt obligations that are likely to continue
increasing in 2020. There are a
few early indicators to monitor for a possible rebound of the
farm economy.
Any growth in FCR would alleYLDWHVRPHRIWKHÀQDQFLDOVWUHVV
in the industry.

Call Universe Satellite Sales for unbelievable sales and discounts for the month of July!

Universe
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com
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Sask international ofﬁces
opening in major markets
early in 2021
Drop by and see us or
give us a call for a great
personal experience!

New ofﬁces to help businesses navigate trade
and investment opportunities, increase exports
The Government of Saskatchewan is
moving forward with plans to open three
QHZ LQWHUQDWLRQDO RFHV 'HYHORSHG WR
IDFLOLWDWH LQYHVWPHQW DQG WUDGH HͿRUWV WR
grow the province’s exports and economy,
WKH RFHV WR EH ORFDWHG LQ 7RN\R -DSDQ
6LQJDSRUH DQG 1HZ 'HOKL ,QGLD DUH H[SHFWHGWRRSHQLQHDUO\
´,QWHUQDWLRQDO RFHV DQG D VXVWDLQHG
international presence, are a key compoQHQW RI RXU VWUDWHJ\ WR JURZ 6DVNDWFKewan’s economy as we emerge from the
Covid-19 pandemic,” Trade and Export
'HYHORSPHQW 0LQLVWHU -HUHP\ +DUULVRQ
VDLG´7RGD\DVZHUHRSHQ6DVNDWFKHZDQ
DFRQWLQXHGIRFXVRQH[SRUWGHYHORSPHQW
and trade growth is as essential as when
ZH ODLG RXW RXU DPELWLRXV SODQ LQ 6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V*URZWK3ODQµ
7KH QHZ LQWHUQDWLRQDO RFHV ZLOO SURvide services to facilitate investment in
Saskatchewan and enhance exports to
$VLD LQFOXGLQJ SURYLGLQJ LQIRUPDWLRQ
RQWUDGHDQGLQYHVWPHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHVLQ
Saskatchewan, assisting with investment
and trade mission planning for incoming
delegations, strengthening partnerships
DQG FRQQHFWLQJ 6DVNDWFKHZDQ EXVLQHVVHV
ZLWKEX\HUVLQ$VLDDQGSURYLGLQJLQIRUmation and assistance on in-market trade
ODZVDQGUHJXODWLRQV:KHUHIHDVLEOHWKH
LQWHQWZLOOEHWRFRORFDWHWKHRFHVZLWK
H[LVWLQJ*RYHUQPHQWRI&DQDGDRFHV
“Saskatchewan has what the world
ZDQWV DQG QHHGV EXW LQ DQ LQFUHDVLQJO\
volatile trade environment, we need to di-

YHUVLI\DQGVWUHQJWKHQRXUH[SRUWPDUNHWV
ZKLOHFRQWLQXLQJWRVKRZFDVHWRWKHZRUOG
ZKDWDUHVLOLHQWDQGJUHDWSODFHRXUSURYLQFHLVWRLQYHVWµ+DUULVRQVDLG´2XUH[SRUWVKDYHVHHQVLJQLÀFDQWJURZWKWR$VLD
in the past decade, to major markets that
ZHQHHGWRNHHSDQGJURZGXULQJRXUHFRnomic recovery and to achieve those agJUHVVLYHWDUJHWVLQWKH*URZWK3ODQµ
The Government of Saskatchewan also
ZHOFRPHVWKHUHFHQWDQQRXQFHPHQWE\WKH
*RYHUQPHQWRI,QGLDWKDWWDULͿVRQOHQWLOV
KDYH EHHQ WHPSRUDULO\ UHGXFHG IURP 
SHUFHQWWRSHUFHQWHͿHFWLYHIURP-XQH
WR$XJXVW
,Q 1RYHPEHU  0LQLVWHU +DUULVRQ
ZHQWWR,QGLDRQDWUDGHPLVVLRQDQGZDV
MRLQHG E\ 6WHSKHQ - +DUSHU &(2 DQG
&KDLUPDQ RI +DUSHU DQG $VVRFLDWHV  ,Q
,QGLD WKH\ PHW ZLWK VHQLRU JRYHUQPHQW
PLQLVWHUV DQG RFLDOV DQG VWUHVVHG WKH
LPSRUWDQFH RI LQFUHDVHG WUDGH EHWZHHQ
6DVNDWFKHZDQ DQG ,QGLD DQG DGYRFDWHG
IRUWKHHOLPLQDWLRQRIWUDGHEDUULHUV$JULFXOWXUH0LQLVWHU0DULWDOVRYLVLWHG,QGLD
LQ)HEUXDU\DQGJDYHWKHNH\QRWHDGGUHVV DW WKH *OREDO 3XOVHV &RQFODYH QRWing the importance of transparent and preGLFWDEOHWUDGH
Saskatchewan exports approximately 68
SHUFHQWRIWKHSURGXFWVLWSURGXFHV7RWDO
international merchandise exports in 2019
ZHUH YDOXHG DW DSSUR[LPDWHO\  ELOOLRQ  7KH SURYLQFH·V WRS H[SRUWV LQFOXGH
DJULFXOWXUDOSURGXFWVSRWDVKRLODQGXUDQLXP

100% family owned
and operated!

306-435-5800
LQIR#USPVHUYLFHOWGFRP
ZZZUSPVHUYLFHOWGFRP
0LOHV1RI0RRVRPLQRQ+:<

40TH ANNIVER ARY SALE ON NOW!
2017 Ford F-550
STOCK # 9P278

³ XL
³ 12 ft Deck
³ 49,000 kms

$

46,900

229

$

PER WEEK

2017 Ford Escape
STOCK # 0T004A

³ SE
³ 4WD
³ 88,000 kms

19,900

$

79

$

PER WEEK

2018 Ford Edge

STOCK # 0T043A

³ SEL
³ AWD
³ 26,000 kms

$

30,900

121

$

PER WEEK

2012 Ford F-250

STOCK # 9T290C

³ Western
Edition
³ 6.7L
³ 131,000
kms

$

32,900

169

$

PER WEEK

2016 Ford Edge

STOCK # 0T086A

³ Titanium
³ AWD
³ 89,000 kms

24,900

$

99

$

PER WEEK

2015 RAM 3500

STOCK # 0T038A

³ 6.7L Diesel
³ 4x4
³ 192,000 kms

$

48,900

188

$

PER WEEK

2018 Ford E-450
STOCK # 0P100

³ XL
³ Cruise
³ 33,000 kms

$

38,900

149

$

PER WEEK

2019 Ford-F250

STOCK # 0P113

³ XLT
³ Ready for
Work
³ 32,000
kms

$

48,900

188

$

PER WEEK

2018 Ford F-250

STOCK # 0T062A

³ Lariat
³ 5th Wheel
Ready
³ 57,000
kms

$

49,900

196

$

PER WEEK

2019 Ford Ranger 2015 Ford Expedition 2012 Ford Mustang
STOCK # 0T045A

³ STX
³ 4x4
³ 27,000 kms

28,900

$

115

$

PER WEEK

2010 Ford F-150

STOCK # 0T105A

³ 5.4L
³ 4x4
³ 133,000 kms

14,900

$

79

$

PER WEEK

STOCK # 0P108

³ Platinum
³ 7-Passenger
³ 106,000 kms

$

33,900

134

$

PER WEEK

2019 Ford EcoSport
STOCK # 9T040

³ SE
³ 4WD
³ 22,000 kms

21,900

$

$

88

PER WEEK

STOCK # 0P111

³ V6
³ Warranty to
199,000 kms
³ 124,000
kms

14,900

$

79

$

PER WEEK

2016 Ford F-150

STOCK # 0T013B

³ Lariat
³ New Tires
³ 112,000 kms

$

33,900

132

$

PER WEEK

CELEBRATION
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1-800-880-4533

Guy Wall:
(306) 435-0215

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK • www.celebrationford.com

