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Photo by Curtis Babyak

Three-year-old Kosta Babyak and his horses Zeus and Scotch watching another storm roll by north of Esterhazy on July 19.

Farmers say conditions are ideal
BY ROB PAUL
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
As summer reaches its midway point, farmers across
&DQDGDDUHSXVKLQJWKURXJKWKHÀQDOPRQWKVEHIRUHKDUvest.
:HDWKHULVVRPHWKLQJHYHU\ERG\LQ&DQDGDOLYHVZLWK
DQGWKLQNVDERXWEXWIRUWKHPRVWSDUWWKH\GRQ·WIHHOWKH
FRQVHTXHQFHVRILWLQDWDQJLEOHZD\IDUPHUVRQWKHRWKHU
KDQG IHHO WKH LPSDFWV³ERWK SRVLWLYH DQG QHJDWLYH³DOmost everyday.

After a dry spring, the summer has seen rain, someWKLQJERWKFURSDQGFDWWOHIDUPHUVZHUHKRSLQJIRULQWKH
hotter months.

Crop farmers

Mark McCorriston is a Moosomin area crop farmer, and
KHVD\VWKHZHDWKHUWKLVVXPPHUKDVOHGWRZKDWORRNV
OLNHZLOOEHDVWURQJKDUYHVW
´,IHHOWKH\·UH WKHFURSV H[FHOOHQWµVDLG0F&RUULVWRQ

´:HZHUHNLQGRIRͿWRDELWRIDVORZVWDUW:HGLGJHW
VRPH YHU\ WLPHO\ UDLQ EXW LI WKH\ ZRXOG KDYH FRPH 
GD\V RU D ZHHN HDUOLHU LW GHÀQLWHO\ ZRXOG KDYH KHOSHG
1RZ WKDW ZH·YH EHHQ JHWWLQJ WLPHO\ UDLQ WKLQJV KDYH
EHHQYHU\JRRG:H·UHJHWWLQJHQRXJKUDLQWRVXVWDLQWKH
FURSIRUJRRGJURZLQJFRQGLWLRQVEXWQRWWRRPXFKUDLQ
WRGURZQHGRXWWKHORZDUHD,W·VEHHQDVFORVHWRSHUIHFW
DV\RXFDQJHWIURP0RWKHU1DWXUHµ
Continued on page B13 
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Right: A ﬂowering canola ﬁeld near the Nutrien Scissors Creek site.

Crops advancing
quickly in
Southeast Sask

Victor van der Merwe photo

Crops are advancing quickly in southeast Saskatchewan with some producers indicating that harvest of some
SXOVHDQGFHUHDOÀHOGVZLOOVRRQEHDSSURDFKLQJ+RWWHPperatures in the forecast will help dry down crops in the
ÀHOG&URSVLQWKHUHJLRQUHPDLQLQIDLUWRH[FHOOHQWFRQGLtion with the majority at their normal stages of developPHQWIRUWKLVWLPHRI\HDU
Scattered rainfall occurred across much of the region
ZLWK WKH :H\EXUQ DUHD UHFHLYLQJ  PP 7KH &DUQGXͿ
DUHDUHFHLYHGVHYHQPPRIUDLQIDOOWKH.LVEH\DUHDPP
WKH0DU\ÀHOGDQG%ULHUFUHVWDUHDVPPWKH:KLWHZRRG
DUHD  PP WKH *OHQDYRQ DUHD VHYHQ PP WKH *UHQIHOO
DUHDPPWKH2GHVVDDUHDPPWKH5HJLQDDUHD
PP WKH 0RRVH -DZ DUHD  PP DQG WKH 5DGYLOOH DUHD
IRXUPP7KH.LVEH\DUHDKDVUHFHLYHGWKHPRVWSUHFLSLWDWLRQLQWKHUHJLRQVLQFH$SULO PP 
7RSVRLO PRLVWXUH FRQGLWLRQV UHPDLQ VWHDG\ IURP ODVW
ZHHN &URSODQG WRSVRLO PRLVWXUH LV UDWHG DV  SHU FHQW
DGHTXDWHSHUFHQWVKRUWDQGWZRSHUFHQWYHU\VKRUW
+D\DQGSDVWXUHODQGWRSVRLOPRLVWXUHLVUDWHGDVSHU
FHQW DGHTXDWH  SHU FHQW VKRUW DQG IRXU SHU FHQW YHU\
VKRUW&URS'LVWULFW%LVUHSRUWLQJWKDWSHUFHQWRIWKH
FURSODQGDQGSHUFHQWRIWKHKD\DQGSDVWXUHODQGLV
VKRUWWRSVRLOPRLVWXUHDWWKLVWLPH
+D\LQJRSHUDWLRQVFRQWLQXHLQEHWZHHQUDLQIDOO7KHUH
KDYH EHHQ PDQ\ UHSRUWV RI KD\ FURSV QRW GU\LQJ GRZQ
GXHWRPRLVWXUHDQGKLJKKXPLGLW\/LYHVWRFNSURGXFHUV
FXUUHQWO\KDYHSHUFHQWRIWKHKD\FURSFXWDQGSHU
FHQWEDOHGRUSXWLQWRVLODJH+D\TXDOLW\LVUDWHGDVIRXU
SHUFHQWH[FHOOHQWSHUFHQWJRRGSHUFHQWIDLUDQG
HLJKWSHUFHQWSRRU2YHUDOOKD\\LHOGVDUHOHVVWKDQDYHUDJH DQG PDQ\ SURGXFHUV GR QRW H[SHFW D VHFRQG FXW DW
WKLVWLPH
Most crop damage this past week was due to strong
winds, lack of moisture and diseases such as ascochyta
DQGRWKHUOHDIVSRWV*UDVVKRSSHUVFRQWLQXHWREHRIFRQFHUQDQGVRPHSURGXFHUVDUHDSSO\LQJLQVHFWLFLGHV)XQJLFLGH DSSOLFDWLRQV DOVR FRQWLQXH DV ZHDWKHU DQG ÀHOG
FRQGLWLRQVSHUPLW
)DUPHUVDUHEXV\KD\LQJVFRXWLQJIRUGLVHDVHDQGLQsects, applying pesticides and getting equipment ready
IRUKDUYHVW
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•
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•
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Young farmer-programmer pushes
tech learning for rural-based kids
BY EVAN RADFORD
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
REGINA LEADER-POST
As a kid who can’t decide on his favourite computer language—Java, Python or Arduino—Luke Silinski doesn’t
ÀWWKHVWHUHRW\SHRIDUXUDOEDVHGIDUP
kid.
Then again, Silinski thinks farm kids
don’t really get a fair shake, as far as
stereotypes go; long gone are the days
of cover-alls and pitch-forks, and now
is the time for frequent tech usage out
LQWKHÀHOGVKHVD\V
7KDW·V ZK\ WKH $OEHUWDEDVHG KLJK
school student is using his new company and software to give farm kids a
fair shake for learning what he thinks is
an essential skill—using computer code
to write programs.
'XEEHG $J 7HFK 67($0 WKH SURJUDP LV JHWWLQJ ÀQDQFLDO VXSSRUW IURP
VHYHUDOEDFNHUVVR6LOLQVNLDQGKLVPRP
Shanyn, can ensure kids like Luke will
download its content packs for free.
$PRQJ WKH EDFNHUV LV )DUP &UHGLW
&DQDGD )&&  ZKRVH KHDG RFH LV LQ
5HJLQD DORQJ ZLWK 2OGV &ROOHJH DQG
/HWKEULGJH&ROOHJHDPRQJRWKHUV
“The main goal is to increase the
amount of people who have experience
in agriculture and experience in the
ÀHOG RI FRPSXWHU VFLHQFH DQG WHFKQRORJ\ EHFDXVH WKHUH·V UHDOO\ QRW D ORW RI
RYHUODSLQWKRVHWZRÀHOGVµ6LOLQVNL
said.
Highlighting his multidisciplinary
approach is the acronym in the proJUDP·V QDPH 67($0 VWDQGV IRU VFL-

EHVW ZKLFK LV ZK\ WKHUH·V RLQH VWXͿ
ZLWK $J 7HFK 67($0 1RW HYHU\RQH
has Internet that can go as fast as a jet
SODQHµKHVDLG
There’s also the issue of proximity to
D PDMRU XUEDQ FHQWUH ZKHUH NLGV FDQ
DWWHQG WHFKEDVHG GD\ FDPSV KH VD\V
That was his experience a couple of
summers ago.
)RUDZKROHZHHNKHDQGKLVPRPJRW
up everyday at 5 a.m., drove through
&DOJDU\WRWKHGD\FDPSDQGUHWXUQHG
home each evening.
´$IWHUWKDW,ZDVWLUHG,ZDVEHDW,·P
OLNH¶ZKDWFRXOGEHWKHVROXWLRQWRWKLV"·
It’s not money-friendly ... your parents
also have work to do over the summer,
DQG WKHQ WKHUH·V WKH IDFW RI SDUNLQJ D
ELJIDUPWUXFNLQDFRQJHVWHGFLW\ µKH
said.
+H IRXQG WKH À[³KLV QHZO\ PLQWHG
SURJUDP DQG FRPSDQ\³LQ HDUO\ 
at the University of Saskatchewan while
attending a two-day innovation hackDWKRQ D FROODERUDWLRQ HYHQW LQWHQGHG
WRÀQGWHFKVROXWLRQVIRUWKHDJULFXOWXUH
sector.
The program is now in its early stagHVZLWKLWVZHEVLWHMXVWXSDQGUXQQLQJ
Alberta 14-year-old Luke Silinski created Ag Tech STEAM, for kids in
6LOLQVNLH[SHFWVWRKDYHWKHÀUVWFRQrural and remote areas to learn about agriculture and technology through tent pack, which focuses on entomology,
ready for download later this sumonline programs. Photo submitted by Shannon Silinski.
PHU +H·V DOVR SODQQLQJ WR ÀQLVK 
PRUHFRQWHQWSDFNVWKLQNLQJWKHUH·OOEH
ence, technology, engineering, art and tant, too: He lives near the village of plenty of practical applications.
PDWK +H ÀJXUHV DOO ÀYH DUHDV DUH DS- &DUERQDERXWNLORPHWUHVQRUWKHDVW
´0D\EH NLGV FDQKHOSWKHLUSDUHQWV
SOLFDEOHWRDJULFXOWXUHSOXVWKH\H[SRVH RI&DOJDU\
or grandparents calculate the economlearners to a wide range of ideas.
“Power outages are kind of an issue. LFVRIWKHLUÀHOGVDIWHUDVWRUPRUDGLV6LOLQVNL VD\V DFFHVVLELOLW\ LV LPSRU- 7KH,QWHUQHWRXWKHUH LVQ·WDOZD\V WKH HDVHFRPHWKURXJKµKHVDLG

internet
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personal experience!
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BENEFITS:

Q Internet access on the farm
Q WIFI throughout the house
Q Great for security cameras
& calving monitors
Q Fast activation
Q Portable

Q Affordable
Q Reliable
Q Great options

Come see us or give us
a call for more details!

Ask us about moving your
landline phone number to save even more!

306-435-5800

LQIR#USPVHUYLFHOWGFRP

ZZZUSPVHUYLFHOWGFRP
0LOHV1RI0RRVRPLQRQ+:<
Enterprises

Ltd.

Furniture & Electronics

27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

One-Year Subscription
MAILED VIA CANADA POST

CALL 306-435-2445

$

45

B4

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, July 27, 2020

Four ways to set yourself up for business success
Staying focused on the growth of your
agricultural operation—whether you’re a
primary producer or in the agribusiness
and agri-food sector—can help set up your
business for success.
And to develop clear goals, you need to
GHÀQHVXFFHVV6LQFHJRDOVFDQVRPHWLPHV
FRQÁLFW³VSHQGLQJPRUHWLPHZLWKIDPLO\
is challenging when growing a business—
consider how decisions made today will
guide your business and personal life in
the future.
1. NETWORK
*HWWLQJRXWRIWKHRFHQRPDWWHUZKDW
WKDW RFH ORRNV OLNH FDQ KHOS SULPDU\
producers and agribusiness and agri-food
operators stay connected to their industry.
6SHFLÀFDOO\ QHWZRUNLQJ FDQ KHOS \RX JHW
WR NQRZ WKH VXSSO\ FKDLQ EHWWHU XQGHUstand customer needs and gain insight
into emerging business trends and opportunities.
Although producer and industry meetings and events may be on hold or moving
to virtual due to COVID-19, participate
whenever possible. Also, subscriptions
to trade media, membership to the local
chambers of commerce and business-related organizations, and social media participation can all help build valuable virtual
and face-to-face connections and business
QHWZRUNV
2. STAY TECH-SAVVY
Whether it’s a new social media platform, an app for a smartphone, a new
implement or an inventive processing
V\VWHP GRQ·W EH WRR TXLFN WR GLVPLVV WKH

Ask lots of questions, even
of yourself, and challenge
traditional methods of doing
business.
directed on moving ahead, remaining
curious and open to innovation is what
will propel agriculture, agribusiness and
DJULIRRG IRUZDUG $VN ORWV RI TXHVWLRQV
even of yourself, and challenge traditional
methods of doing business.

possibilities. Nearly all new technologies
have at least the potential to be adapted to
PDNH DJULFXOWXUH DJULEXVLQHVV DQG DJUL
IRRGPRUHHFLHQW

ing, manufacturing space, economic forecasts and their place in farm transition.
These all have a bearing on the best path
WRÀQDQFHJURZWK

3. BE FINANCIALLY ADEPT
Know the cost of production and cash
ÁRZVLWXDWLRQRQWKHIDUPDQGLQWKHEXVLness. Also, be open to trying alternative
ÀQDQFLDO DUUDQJHPHQWV VXFK DV FUHDWLQJ
joint ventures with others in the supply
FKDLQ([SHUWVUHFRPPHQGWRDOZD\VWKLQN
DQGUHWKLQNSODQVDURXQGEX\LQJRUOHDV-

4. STAY CURIOUS
:LWK JRDOV ÀUPO\ LQ SODFH DQG IRFXV

BOTTOM LINE
Running a successful agribusiness
means staying focused on goals. Consider how decisions made today will help
achieve long-term goals.
$W WKH VDPH WLPH XVH QHWZRUNV WR
maintain relationships within the supply
chain and with customers and insight into
emerging trends.
Experts add that remaining tech-savvy
and always searching for innovations, and
maintaining familiarity with the operaWLRQ·VÀQDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQDUHDOVRFUXFLDORQ
the road to success.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
6HUYLQJ6RXWKHDVW6DVNDWFKHZDQDQG6RXWKZHVW0DQLWRED

20033AA3
20033AA4
20035AA0

VWHHOVKDNHV
VWDQGLQJVHDP
VQDSORFN
VWHHOWLOH
VWHHOVODWH

306-435-7472

KHEHUWPHWDOURRÀQJ#VDVNWHOQHW

Red Angus 2-Year-Old
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Mark & Pamela Wushke
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New USask app promotes potential economic
value of planting carbon-storing shelterbelts
A unique new app developed by University of Saskatchewan (USask) researchers offers agricultural
landowners tailored information about the carbon offset value of planting shelterbelts—a tool that could
help reduce the carbon footprint of farming and potentially put a little extra money in farmers’ pockets.

Photo: University of Saskatchewan

Photo: University of Saskatchewan

Master’s student Brooke Howatt collects tree cores from a shelterbelt tree to determine its age.

From left: Scott Wood, Beckett Stark, and Brooke Howatt preparing
to survey and measure caragana shrubs in western Saskatchewan.

BY KIRA GLASSCOCK
USASK RESEARCH
PROFILE AND IMPACT
“People tend to focus on
the negative environmental aspects of farming such
as the greenhouse gases
emitted from vehicles, fertilizers and grain transportation, when in fact much
RIWKLVLPSDFWFDQEHRͿVHW
through planting trees. In
fact, with shelterbelts on
their land, many farmers
probably store more carbon
dioxide (CO2) than they
use,” said Colin Laroque,
an environmental scientist
in the USask College of Agriculture and Bioresources.
He noted that since the
Dirty ’30s, shelterbelts
have been used to protect
crops from wind, prevent
soil erosion, and help retain
moisture which increases
FURS \LHOG %XW QRZ ÀHOG
shelterbelts are being removed to make room for
larger agricultural equipment and more crop production. What some farmers may not realize is that
the trees, roots, and soil
of shelterbelts sequester
enormous amounts of CO2
from the atmosphere, Laroque said.
His team estimates that a
AND

total of more than 21.3-million tonnes of “carbon dioxide equivalent” (CO2e)
is stored in Saskatchewan’s
60,000 kilometres of shelterbelts. That represents
about $639 million in total
economic value under the
federal $30/tonne CO2e
pricing system.
“Landowners are eliminating shelterbelts on their
land without basic knowledge of the implications of
eliminating them,” said Laroque, an expert in climate
analysis. “We saw the need
to better inform landowners, particularly as carbon
and carbon taxes have become more important topics in Canada.”
The free online app
was developed by a large
multi-disciplinary team of
climate scientists, economists, soil scientists, and
computer scientists led by
Laroque, who was granted
$1.4 million by Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada in
DVSDUWRIDQHͿRUWWR
reduce greenhouse gases in
agriculture.
In its latest climate
change action plan, the
Saskatchewan government
is proposing to pay farmers
for storing carbon, not just

charging agricultural producers for emitting carbon
into the atmosphere.
The new app helps
landowners calculate how
much carbon will accumulate in trees planted in
shelterbelts under changing climatic conditions and
determine how much their
shelterbelts are worth in
FDUERQ RͿVHW YDOXH XQGHU
the carbon tax system. It
also includes a planning
tool that shows the best
type of trees to grow in various areas of the province
and provides users with
planting guidelines to ensure their new trees thrive.
“With our new shelterbelt decision support
system app, landowners
can see the economic and
HQYLURQPHQWDO EHQHÀWV RI
shelterbelts under a carbon
pricing system. It may persuade many to keep their
shelterbelts, rather than remove them,” Laroque said.
The researchers calculate
that a quarter-section-long
(0.4 of a kilometre) shelterbelt of caragana, or shrub
planted today would be
worth roughly $1,900 by
2050 under a $30 per tonne
CO2e tax. A three-row
farmyard shelterbelt sur-

rounding a homestead with
caragana, white spruce,
and green ash would be
worth about $5,300 in carERQ RͿVHW YDOXH E\ 
$QG D ÀYHURZ IDUP\DUG
shelterbelt
surrounding
a homestead with caragana, white spruce, green
ash, Manitoba maple, and
hybrid poplar would be
worth about $11,700.
“Each of these shelterbelt
examples are common in
Saskatchewan and may be
worth even more under the
$50 per tonne CO2E tax expected in 2022 in Saskatchewan,” said Bryan Mood,
Laroque’s
post-doctoral
fellow, who began working
on the shelterbelt project a
decade ago when he was

an undergraduate.
“Farmers feel they are
doing their part for the
environment by building
shelterbelts, and they beneÀWIURPWKHIDFWWKLVRͿVHWV
the carbon they are using.
It would be fantastic if this
type of app could be available in every province.”
Based on years of scienWLÀF NQRZOHGJH JDWKHUHG
by researchers, the app
conveys the information in
a way that is easy to navigate and understand from
the user’s point of view.
“We have worked on
measuring how common
shelterbelt tree species
have been growing across
southern
Saskatchewan
since they were planted,”

said Laroque. “Using that
information, we looked
at how these species may
grow in the future using
climate projections across
GLͿHUHQW UHJLRQV RI WKH
province, and more importantly, how the trees in
each zone will store carbon
through time.”
To access the app, visit:
www.shelterbelt-sk.ca. For
more information, email:
shelterbelt@usask.ca.
40:4c
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How to manage vacation time on the farm
BY TRUDY KELLY FORSYTHE
Getting away from the farm for a break, much less an
extended vacation, can be a challenge. Add in family dynamics, and it gets even trickier.
Jennifer Wright, Senior Human Resource Advisor and
Stakeholder Engagement Specialist at the Canadian Agricultural Human Resource Council, says family members
think they should be able to take a vacation when it’s convenient for them, regardless of the season.
“There can be a feeling of inequity between family
members about how much time is taken, when it’s taken
or who has priority to prime vacation weeks,” Wright
says.
To help avoid the tension that can arise around what
VKRXOGEHDIXQDQGUHOD[LQJWLPH:ULJKWRͿHUVWKHIROlowing advice:
Develop formal processes
Develop formal processes, such as an organizational
chart and job descriptions, so roles, responsibilities, and
ZKRUHSRUWVWRZKRLVFOHDUO\GHÀQHGDQGFRPPXQLFDWHG
You should also have human resources management policies in place, even when working with family.
“Having policies and procedures provides a framework that supports equitable decision making,” Wright
says. “With vacation time, there will be fewer issues between employees if designated vacation days, blackout
dates (like harvest) and instructions for booking time are
outlined.”
Create clear communication
6HW H[SHFWDWLRQV DURXQG WLPH RͿ RYHU WKH VXPPHU
months before hiring workers. It will help you successfully manage the issue once vacation time arrives.
If possible, implement a vacation calendar in advance.
It makes it clear when people are coming and going and
allows for proper coverage to maintain operational re-

quirements.
“Employers are legally required to provide vacation
time to employees,” says Wright. She adds that time away
from work is essential for positive mental health.
Access helpful tools
CAHRC has developed the AgriHR Toolkit, which provides information on management practices, including
HR policies around vacation time and leave, for any size

of a farm operation.
Bottom line
It can be challenging to schedule vacation time on the
farm. Implementing formal processes, such as organizational charts and communicating using tools like a vacation calendar, puts everyone on the same page, so vacation planning doesn’t become a time of stress.

Sask launches $1 million AgTech Growth Fund
Applications are now being accepted for a new $1 million fund created by the Government of Saskatchewan to
encourage development of agricultural technology.
7KH $J7HFK *URZWK )XQG LV WKH ÀUVW SURJUDP GHGLcated to accelerating development of game-changing agricultural technologies in Saskatchewan and one of several additional supports for the tech sector announced in
Budget 2020-21.
Administered by Innovation Saskatchewan, the fund
will drive private investment in transformative farming
and help attract international agtech companies to Saskatchewan.
“Saskatchewan farmers feed the world and the AgTech
Growth Fund will create new innovations and jobs in our
province,” Minister Responsible for Innovation Saskatchewan Tina Beaudry-Mellor said. “Growing our ag economy is a key part of Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan and by
providing solutions in agtech, we add value to our rural
communities, increase our sustainability and strengthen
this province’s global leadership in food production and

farming excellence.”
Agtech is the application of emerging digital technologies in solving challenges in the agricultural sector. The
agri-foods industry has the potential to become Canada’s
largest economic sector. With the proper investments in
agtech, the Royal Bank of Canada forecasts $11 billion in
new goods and services could be added to the national
economy by 2030.
“Continued investment in agriculture technology will
EH D VLJQLÀFDQW GULYHU RI JURZWK LQ WKH LQGXVWU\µ$JULculture Minister David Marit said. “Saskatchewan is already an agriculture research hub and investing in farm
equipment technology will complement our investments
in crop breeding and production to bring us closer to
achieving our Growth Plan goals.”
Saskatchewan’s tech sector contributes $4.7 billion per
year to the provincial economy. The AgTech Growth
Fund replaces and increases funding previously available
for farm-centric technology through the Saskatchewan
Advantage Innovation Fund.

Details about the Agtech Growth Fund and application
forms are available on the Innovation Saskatchewan website at http://innovationsask.ca/research/agf.

Partner with the only lender 100%
invested in Canadian ag and food.
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$1 million for water management
BY VICTOR VAN DER MERWE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Saskatchewan Minister Responsible
for Water Security Agency(WSA) Greg
Ottenbreit announced last week that the
WSA will invest $1 million to partner
with 10 stakeholder organizations on 11
agricultural water management demonstration projects. The idea being that
agricultural and environmental communities test innovative solutions and inform best practices to help farmers and
ranchers manage water on their land and
also mitigate water quality and quantity
impacts downstream.

We don’t know
enough yet

Water quality

This came on the heals of an extensive
consultation period last fall and winter.
“The WSA started consulting with agricultural groups, environmental groups,
individual farmers and individuals from
all backgrounds over last fall and winter. We discovered that a lot of producers had projects either being built, or in
place or ideas for projects that would
answer some of the questions we had
DERXW GUDLQDJH UXQRͿ KDELWDW LVVXHV
water quality from drainage water and
potential ways to mitigate some of the
issues,” said Lyle Stewart, the legislative
secretary for WSA.
“Part way through that long period of
consultation we came to the conclusion
that we don’t know enough yet. We are
dealing with old science. Farming methods have changed since most of that research was done. We are working with
old assumptions. We think we are doing
better these days, but we don’t know, because we don’t have any up-to-date science,” Stewart continues.
That is when the WSA slowed down
at setting new drainage regulations and
tried to learn some more about the issue.
´:H KDYH WDNHQ WKH HQG GDWH RͿ FRQsultations for now and we are going to
proceed with helping producers and a
number of organizations that are interested in working with them and helping
them do these projects well and correctly
and helping us to monitor the results,”
says Stewart.

Proactive approach

This proactive approach that is being
WDNHQE\WKH:6$LVDELWGLͿHUHQWIURP
how business was taken care of in the
past. It seems that the WSA used to only
go out to the country to help settle disputes between neighbours.
“Before, there wasn’t much activity by
the WSA out in the country until somebody complained and then they would
go out and try to be the referee, mostly
which didn’t work. The rules (that they
were trying to enforce) weren’t hard and
fast and they didn’t have enough tools to
work with and being a referee is a tough
job sometimes,” says Stewart.
The WSA is hoping that this new proactive approach will help farmers and
ranchers improve the productivity of
their land while not disturbing the wildlife.
“(We want to) improve farm-ability
of the land. Where there are a lot of potholes close together that aren’t really
wildlife habitat, they are temporary and
just in the way of seeding, it’s unproductive land and just an expense. So we hope
to help get more of that farmed and still
save some good habitat” says Stewart.
The other issue that will hopefully be
DGGUHVVHGLQWKHTXDOLW\RIUXQRͿZDWHU
´:LWK UXQRͿ ZDWHU ZH ZDQW WR ZRUN
on the quality of it. So its not overloaded with nutrients which causes algae
blooms and things of that nature.”

To contact the
World-Spectator
call 306-435-2445

The idea is to help get more farm land
without impeding on wildlife habitat by
VWXG\LQJ GUDLQLQJ RͿ VORXJKV DQG SRWholes that are not utilized or under utilized right now.
“Generally, it either doesn’t get seeded, or it gets seeded late, or if a big rain
FRPHV DORQJ VRPH JHWV ÁRRGHG RXW  ,W
is pretty unproductive farmland and
it could be very productive. These are
smaller sloughs we are talking about.
They are not good habitat anyway,” says
Stewart.
This along with monitoring water
quality is something the WSA is hoping
to improve.
With the changes in farming methods
over the years, it has had some impact on
the water used in farming. The WSA is
also committed to helping monitor water
quality.
“Farming methods have changed a lot.
A lot of fertilizer used to be broad cast,
before we had the equipment we have
now, the technology. (Now) we can even
do variable rate applications of fertilizer.
A computer can tell us how much fertilizer to put down in a certain place, so
you get enough to grow a crop but not
too much. We have all these technologies at our disposal that weren’t around
when the last research was done on runRͿZDWHUTXDOLW\µVD\V6WHZDUW
´:HDUHORRNLQJWRÀQGUHDOVFLHQFHRQ
what doesn’t hurt the environment or
ZLOGOLIHKDELWDWDQGZKDWEHQHÀWVDJULculture,” Stewart continues.

MLA LYLE STEWART,
THE LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY FOR

•

•

Who is helping
and how?

Once the need for these projects beFDPHFOHDULWFDPHWLPHWRÀQGRUJDQL]Dtions that would most likely be able to
help.
“Some volunteered, some we thought
would have expertise in certain areas
and we asked them if they would take
part, and they were happy to do it,” says
Stewart.
This wasn’t the plan at the outset of the
consultation process, but it became clear
that outside help would be useful.
The organizations that will receive
funding from the $1 million are:
• Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW), will co-ordinate
DQG SURYLGH 4XDOLÀHG 3HUVRQV
(QP) services for demonstration
SURMHFWV 4XDOLÀHG 3HUVRQV DUH
consultants who help farmers prepare applications for Agricultural
Water Management project approvals.
• Saskatchewan Heavy Construction
Association (SHCA), will evaluate
the impact of drainage on Rural
Municipality (RM) infrastructure.
This will involve examining the
SURMHFWHG ÁRZV WR GHWHUPLQH WKH
implications for downstream and
upstream RM infrastructure.
• Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects
Association (SIPA), will co-ordinate engineering services for projects with an irrigation component.
Engineering services may include
detailed evaluations, and designs
and cost projections.
• Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation
(SWF), will select demonstration
projects that will determine the
impact on wildlife such as birds,
mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
aquatic insects and wetland plant
species. SWF will examine changes in the quality or quantity of
wetlands and upland habitat and
species response to the changing

Hon. Warren Kaeding PAg.
Phone: 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
www.warrenkaedingmla.ca
MLA MELVILE-SALTCOATS CONSTITUENCY
MINISTER FOR RURAL & REMOTE HEALTH
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR SENIORS

•

•

•

•

WSA

conditions as a result of agricultural water management.
Prairie Agricultural Machinery
Institute (PAMI), will research the
DJURQRPLF DQG HFRQRPLF EHQHÀWV
and impacts of agricultural water
management by examining crop
\LHOGV VRLO VDOLQLW\ DQG ÀHOG RSHUDWLRQHFLHQF\
Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association (SSGA), will study the effectiveness of cocktail cover crops
WR UHGXFH GRZQVWUHDP ÁRZV DQG
nutrient loading from wetland
drainage. Cover crops are commonly used to suppress weeds,
manage soil erosion, help build
and improve soil fertility and
quality, control diseases and pests,
and promote biodiversity.
Saskatchewan Soil Conservation
Association (SSCA), will examine
fertilizer management, identifying
VHSDUDWH DUHDV RI HDFK ÀHOG WKDW
ZLOOUHFHLYHGLͿHUHQWUDWHVRIQXWULents. It is expected this will reduce
GRZQVWUHDP ÁRZV DQG QXWULHQW
loading from wetlands drainage
and improve crop yields.
Saskatchewan Research Council
(SRC), will evaluate water qualLW\ÁRRGLQJDQGGHWHUPLQHSHDNV
and total volumes across a range
of weather event sizes.
Saskatchewan Conservation and
Development Association (SCDA),
will look at potential downstream
ÁRRGLQJ ZDWHU TXDOLW\ DQG KDELtat loss impacts from various levels of water storage in wetlands or
irrigation.
Discovery Farm (Glacier Farm
Media), will implement a multiyear research and demonstration
project at the Ag in Motion Discovery Farm site to investigate the
HͿHFWLYHQHVVRIFURSUHVLGXH SODQW

material remaining after harvesting such as stalks, roots), fertility
management, and cover crops that
ZLOOUHGXFHGRZQVWUHDPÁRZVDQG
nutrient loading. Discovery Farm
will conduct a public demonstration event at Ag in Motion and
work to obtain approvals in the
next few years.
“We are trying to look at how do we
design our water management and our
drainage projects on the agricultural
lands in the province,” says Blake Weiseth of Glacier FarmMedia.
Glacier FarmMedia will use Discovery
Farm to help the WSA in two ways.
“We are working with the WSA to design a water management drainage plan.
It will take place on about 40 acres (on
Discovery Farm). Construction will start
this fall. Following that, we are going to
have a two year research study that will
ORRN DW KRZ GLͿHUHQW DJULFXOWXUDO SUDFWLFHV HVVHQWLDOO\ LQÁXHQFH DQG SURWHFW
water quality on a land that had drainage done it,” says Weiseth.
The goal is to help farmers and ranchers, but to do so in a responsible way.
“We also just want to make sure that
we’re being good stewards of the land as
well and protecting those ecological resources.,” Weiseth continues.
Drainage has been a long standing issue in Saskatchewan.
“In 2015 the WSA announced a new
approach on addressing water management in the province and they dubbed
that the Agricultural Water Management
Strategy. As a part of that program they
really wanted to get some localized understanding and data. By conducting
research and demonstration projects in
GLͿHUHQW JHRJUDSKLF UHJLRQV DFURVV WKH
province, you can get localized information,” Weiseth explains.

Qualified Persons
role helps

Wawota and Redvers will be hosting
projects in South East.
Tyler Fewings who is the watershed
coordinator at Lower Souris Watershed
Committee, says that the proactive apSURDFKIURP:6$RYHUWKHODVWÀYH\HDUV
have helped mitigate problems that have
gone unnoticed in the past.
´,Q WKH ODVW ÀYH \HDUV WKH\ :6$ 
recognized that there were challenges
across the province with agricultural
drainage both for down stream owners
as well as land owners with drainage
works. Permitting was unclear and inHFLHQW DQG LQ WKH ODVW ÀYH \HDUV WKH\
have been working hard to address that
and make the process work better for everyone and have better outcomes at the
end,” says Fewings.
One of the WSA’s methods of helping
clarify matters was by implementing the
UROHV RI 4XDOLÀHG 3HUVRQV DV PHGLDWRUV
between the WSA and land owners.
“As QPs we found that we can work
through projects with landowners,” says
Fewings.

WAPELLA, SK
306-532-7006
www.pipelinefoods.com

SPECIALIZING
IN RECEIVING
& SHIPPING
ORGANIC
GRAIN

HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
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Protect yourself when scammers come calling
It’s always better to be
cautious with requests for
SHUVRQDO RU FRQÀGHQWLDO LQformation.

Experts say Canadians, including farmers, need to have a healthy dose of skepticism when it comes to responding to requests for personal information in phone
calls, emails and text messages.
Follow up on suspicious requests
Check with the person you deal with
most frequently at the institution, says
Jennifer Hogan, a senior security analyst
within the IT division of FCC. If the request is fraudulent, that alerts the organization to the activity, she says.
Many companies use multiple defensive
measures to protect from email scams, inFOXGLQJ VSDP ÀOWHUV DQWLYLUXV DQG DQWL
malware scanners.
“This way, if one control fails, there are
others to help detect and delay the attack,”
Hogan says.
She says even with these measures,
phishing emails can still get through—
which is why individuals have a critical

ONLI

role to play in protecting information.
Watch for the warning signs
Hogan says there are several signs Canadian farmers can keep an eye and ear
out for if they receive a call demanding
funds.
"Is the caller talking quickly? Are they
trying to get the person on the other end
confused? Are they asking for personal
information? Financial information?" she
says.
The same goes for emails. Hogan says
there are questions people should ask:
• Does the email make sense?
• Is the request within the character of
the sender?
• Is this how you normally communicate with this sender?
• Do you feel uncomfortable or pressured by the email?
• Is this an unexpected email with a link

NE

Farm Equipment Auction
DENIS & ANNETTE BOUTIN

or attachment?
• Is there bad grammar?
• Is there a request in the email asking
IRUSHUVRQDOÀQDQFLDORUORJLQFUHGHQWLDOV
or information?
It’s always better to be cautious with
UHTXHVWVIRUSHUVRQDORUFRQÀGHQWLDOLQIRUmation.
If a request for personal information is
received, the request should be checked
out before any information is shared, experts say.
Shawna-Kay Thomas of the Better Business Bureau agrees and says it’s always
better to be cautious with requests for perVRQDORUFRQÀGHQWLDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
“If you receive a call asking for that kind
of information, you may want to hang up
the phone and call back a legitimate number you have for that particular government agency and then follow-up with the
request that is being made of you,” Thomas says.
Stay informed and tell others
-HͿ 7KRPVRQ LV D VHQLRU 5&03 LQWHOOLJHQFH RFHU FXUUHQWO\ PDQDJLQJ WKH
fraud prevention and intake unit at the
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre.
He says scams are tracked, and a list
is available at the Canadian Anti-Fraud

ONLI

Centre, or by calling their toll-free line
1-888-495–8501, where they have several
resources.
“We try to give you some key indicators
as to what to watch for,” Thomson says of
the website content.
Thomson says everyone gains when
information about phone scams and how
to avoid them is shared with family and
friends.
“In doing so, you hear what is going
on, on the ground,” Thomson says. “They
may have heard something that you did
not hear about, and in hearing your story,
they’re able to prevent you from falling for
those scandals.”
Thomson says that when a suspicious
phone call is received, Canadians may
want to consider using an initiative that
started in the United Kingdom to combat
schemes, called Take 5, Tell 2.
“Any types of funny calls you get—
whether it is someone calling and threatening you or scaring you into performing
something or asking for personal information—take a step back, don’t react, and
then talk to other people.”
+HVD\VWDNLQJDVWHSEDFNDQGUHÁHFWLQJ
IRUÀYHPLQXWHVRUVRWKHQVSHDNLQJDERXW
the experience with two friends or family
members, helps spread the word.
Suspicious phone calls, email or text
messages should be reported to the local
5&03GHWDFKPHQW
Bottom line
6FKHPHV UHTXHVWLQJ FRQÀGHQWLDO SHUsonal or banking information are a regular
occurrence for many Canadians, whether
by phone call, email or text message. ExSHUWVRͿHUVHYHUDOWLSVIRUJDLQLQJNQRZOedge and verifying the authenticity of the
UHTXHVWV VXFK DV FRQÀUPLQJ WKH VRXUFH
of the call with the Canadian Anti-Fraud
Centre or calling the organization directly.
Experts also recommend sharing stories of
fraudster requests with family and friends
to raise awareness.

NE

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
WILFRED & MARGUERITE PETIT

THIS WILL BE A TIMED ONLINE AUCTION ONLY. OPENS SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2020 @ 8:00 AM.

CLOSES WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020 • 10:00 A.M.

THIS WILL BE A TIMED ONLINE AUCTION ONLY. OPENS MONDAY, JULY 27 @ 8:00 A.M.

ALIDA, SASK.

CLOSES FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2020 • 10:00 A.M.

DIRECTIONS: FROM ALIDA SK. • GO 4 MILES WEST ON HWY • 361 & ¼ MILE SOUTH
SEE MACKAUCTIONCOMPANY.COM FOR DETAILS
2007 JD 7630 FWA tractor with JD 746 FEL and grapple showing 5320 hours, 1998 Case IH 9370 4WD tractor with triple rubber
and Ag-Leader Auto steer, Case 2390 2WD tractor with 6140 hours, 2004 Case IH JX 75 2WD tractor with PTO and 3PTH and
2275 hours, MF 65 2WD tractor with 3PTH and FEL, 2010 JD 9770 SP combine and JD 615 pickup header with 1325 rotor hours
and fresh Greenlight, 2009 Macdon D60 35’ Draper Header with JD adapter and transport, 2009 JD 635F Flex header with full
finger auger, 36’ Case IH WD 1203 SP swather with 1316 engine hours with
double knife drive, ARC Fab straight cut flex header trailer, Trail Tech straight
cut header trailer, 1986 Cat D7H Dozer with 3 tooth ripper, 1997 Cat 426C 4WD
Backhoe with 6670 hours, Arne’s 35’ Tri Axle equipment trailer with beaver tail,
Leon 850 PT scraper, 2015 Double A Trailers 80’ water cannon/irrigation PTO
pump with 6” discharge boom and 2” water cannon, 1200’ of lay flat discharge
hose, 1995 Freightliner tandem axle Hwy tractor with fresh rebuilt 3406 Cat
engine and sleeper, 1998 Mack CH613 Highway tractor with 15 speed and
sleeper, 1989 Mack Maxidyne tandem axle 12 speed grain truck with 16’ box
and roll tarp, 1995 Timpte tandem axle grain trailer with 2 compartments with
electric tarp and hopper openers, 1986 Univision 34’ tandem 2 compartment
grain trailer, 1986 Univision 17’ grain pup trailer, shop built tandem axle grain
trailer with hydraulic dump, 2000 Walker 44 SP 90’ sprayer with 1200 gallon
stainless tank and Outback S2 Auto Steer, 4-BKT 300/95R46 Incrop tires and
rims, 4-Tridekon Crop Dividers, Vale MFG Sprayer tire lift, 2004 Brandt SB4000
Suspended Boom 100’ PT sprayer with 1600 gallon tank, Chem Handler I,
2001 52’ Seed Hawk 12-52 air drill and 2005 Case IH ADX 3360 air tank with
double shoot plus anhydrous sectional control, 2005 Bourgault 7200 60’ heavy
harrows, 45’ Degelman 7645 land roller, 2015 Highline 15’ RCH Rotary mower,
Schulte Jumbo 320 hydraulic drive rock picker, Anhydrous Pro 261 1450
gallon cart certified, 49’ Case IH 5600 cultivator with Morris double harrows,
Kellough Bros 14’ tandem off set disc, Willmar tandem axle granular spreader,
Farm King 1370 auger with Tridekonteleveyor swing attachment, Brandt 5000
EX grain vac with 220 hours, Farm King CX 1051 auger with Kohler engine and
mover, Brandt Grainbelt 1545 conveyor &Kohler 30 HP engine, Wheatheart
8-36 auger and Linamar 18 HP engine, Sakundiak 7-1200 auger with electric
5HP motor, 10” transfer auger with Honda engine, Kwik Clean grain cleaner,
Walinga 510 grain vac, 2008 Chev 2500 HD crew cab 4WD truck with 6.0 litre
gas, 1997 Chev 1500 truck, 18’ PJ 620 tandem axle flat deck trailer with 7,000
lbs. axles, Master Tow single axle car dolly, shop built deck over trailer, Ajax
hydraulic dump trailer, EnduraPlast 5000 gallon liquid fertilizer tank, 2-1600
gallon poly liquid fertilizer tanks, fuel tanks on stands, slip tank with electric
pumps, 300 gallon truck box water tank, shop built engine hoist, Case IH Scout
UTV side by side with 156 hours, 1969 Suzuki street bike, Honda 200 ATC,
Artic Cat 550 EXT snow machine, Super Brute snow machine, Field Ling yard
sprayer, JD push mower, Baltimatic 3PTH grass seeder, Allied 3PTH finishing
mower, plus much more!

For more
information


www.mackauctioncompany.com
]
.BDL"VDUJPO$P1-

STORTHOAKS, SASK.
DIRECTIONS: FROM JUNCTION HWY 8 & STORTHOAKS ACCESS ROAD
GO 4 MILES NORTH TO GRID 62, TURN EAST 3.5 MILES AND ½ SOUTH
SEE MACKAUCTIONCOMPANY.COM FOR DETAILS
1998 NH 9682 4WD tractor with 6495 hours,
2007 Case IH 2388 SP combine and Case IH
2015 pickup header with 2636 rotor hours, 2003
Prairie Star 4952 SP swather with 30’ Macdon
972 harvest header showing 1675 hours,
Macdon 960 36’ straight cut header with pickup
reel and Case IH adapter, steel drum swath
roller, 50’ Bourgault 8810 seeding tool and
Bourgault 5250 air tank with 10” spacing and
mid row banders with anhydrous, Degelman 70’
Strawmaster 7000 heavy harrow, Schulte RS600
ground drive rock picker, Morris Magnum II 40’
cultivator, Chem Handler I, Willmar 90’ Eagle SP
sprayer with Trimble EZ-Guide 250 GPS and rear
duals, 2007 Freightliner Columbia tandem grain
truck with 10 speed automatic and Mercedes
engine, 1975 GMC 6000 grain truck with 16’
steel box, Behlen 2911 hopper bottom grain
bin, Westfield MK-100-61 swing auger, Brandt
8-44 grain auger with mover and 23HP Kohler
engine, REM 562 grain vac, aeration fans, hog
panels & pens, stainless steel feeders, hopper
bin with feeder auger, 15’ aluminum fishing boat
with 50 HP engine, Artic Cat 250 4WD quad, gas
powered air compressor, 1000 gallon fuel tank
with electric pump, ATV yard sprayer, bumper
pull tandem axle stock trailer, plus much more.

For more
information


XXXNBDLBVDUJPODPNQBOZDPN
]
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New Schools of Business report highlights
importance of women ag entrepreneurs in SK
BY U OF R UNIVERSITY
ADVANCEMENT AND
COMMUNICATIONS
A new report by the University of Regina’s Hill and
Levene Schools of Business
sheds lights on the status
of women entrepreneurs
in agriculture and outlines
recommendations to continue the advancement of
women ag entrepreneurship in Saskatchewan.
On Thursday, June 11, the
Hill and Levene Schools of
Business at the U of R reOHDVHGWKHÀQGLQJVRIWKHLU
ÀUVWUHSRUWDVWKH´:RPHQ
Entrepreneurship KnowlHGJH+XE :(.+ IRU6DVkatchewan: A Report on
:RPHQ $J (QWUHSUHQHXUship in Saskatchewan.”
Led by Dr. Amber
Fletcher, Associate Professor in the Department
of Sociology and Social
Studies, Christie Newton,
Levene School of Business
graduate student, and Dr.
Gina Grandy, Dean of Hill
and Levene Schools of
Business, the Report was
IXQGHG WKURXJK :(.+
to gain insight into the
challenges facing women
entrepreneurs within the
agricultural sector, and
future opportunities—for
the entrepreneurs and for
WKH HFRQRP\ :LWK  SHU
cent of Saskatchewan’s
GDP—and $13 billion annually—directly attributed
to the agriculture sector,
greater knowledge of the
role of women in agriculture entrepreneurship will
KDYH VLJQLÀFDQW HFRQRPLF
and social impact for the
growth of the province.
The report is based on existing studies on women
in agriculture, as well as
32 interviews conducted
with Saskatchewan-based
women entrepreneurs in
agricultural and related industries.
´7KHUH LV FXUUHQWO\ YHU\
little research on the relationship of women, entrepreneurship, and the
agricultural sector,” says
1HZWRQ ´,Q PDQ\ RI WKH
existing studies, the term
‘entrepreneur’ in agriculture only refers to farmers,
but not those who work in
WKH SURFHVVLQJ ÀQDQFLQJ
advocating, and technology side. Add to the mix
that many farm operators
do not even consider themselves entrepreneurs.”
Across the country, there
LV D VLJQLÀFDQW JDS ZKHQ
the percentage of womenowned businesses is compared to the percentage of
those owned by men. By
addressing this gap, studies have found that by
 WKH &DQDGLDQ HFRQRP\ FRXOG UHDOL]H D 
billion-plus much-needed
injection. As the global
economy starts its CO9,' UHFRYHU\ MRXUQH\
agriculture will continue
to play a vital role in building a strong Saskatchewan.

More than $13 billon of Saskatchewan’s annual GDP is attributed to the agricultural sector. A
better understanding of the role of women in agriculture entrepreneurship will have signiﬁcant
economic and social impact for the growth of the province.

Christie Newton
BScHons’18,
Levene School of Business
graduate student.
:KLOHPRUHSURJUDPVDQG
opportunities are being
created to aid in encouraging a greater gender balance in agriculture, more
work is required.
´2XU UHSRUW IRXQG WKDW
there is continued gender inequality in agriculture, but conditions are
changing for the better,”
VD\V )OHWFKHU ´7KH UROH RI
women entrepreneurship
in agriculture is such an
important topic and the
WLPHOLQHVV RI RXU :(.+
UHSRUWLVVLJQLÀFDQWµ
Many of the problems
women agriculture entrepreneurs
experience,

We can print and
distribute your flyer
through Canada Post

Dr. Amber Fletcher
BAHons’06, PhD’14,
Associate Professor in the
Department of Sociology
and Social Studies

Dr. Gina Grandy, Dean of the
Hill and Levene
Schools of Business.

based on the interviews
conducted for the report,
stem from established
gender roles of women on
farms, their access to capiWDO DQG ÀQDQFLQJ VWHUHRtypes and discrimination,
DQG D ODFN RI YLVLELOLW\ ,Q
many ways, agriculture
FRQWLQXHV WR EH DQ ´ROG
boys club”. Even though
women have and continue
to play a critical role in
running farms, the work
that women agricultural
entrepreneurs perform often remains hidden, unrecognized, and undervalued.
´7KH ZRPHQ LQWHUviewed told us similar
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and the overarching positive outlook shared by
most women agriculture
entrepreneurs.
´7KHUH ZDV D ORW RI RStimism from these womHQµ VD\V 1HZWRQ ´7KH\
are passionate about their
work and want to help
inspire change for the future.”
Based on the research
ÀQGLQJV WKH 5HSRUW KDV
eight
recommendations
for advancing women ag
entrepreneurship in Saskatchewan:
• Recognizing women as
agriculture entrepreneurs;
• Recognizing women

Contact us today!
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stories of attending agriculture conferences and
being the only woman
in the room,” says NewWRQ ´7KH\ ZRXOG EH LQ
meetings with male counterparts and never be
addressed as a decision
PDNHU ,W·V QRW DOZD\V
about having more female
farmers but changing the
perception of what a women’s role is on the farm and
who is an agriculture entrepreneur.”
Despite the obvious
challenges and frustrations, Newton was encouraged by the information
shared in the interviews

farmers for the work they
do;
 ,QFUHDVHG FKLOGFDUH
support and child-friendly
spaces;
•
Men
supporting
change;
• Building coalitions;
• Access to training and
education;
$FFHVVWRÀQDQFHDQG
• Policy and commitment to change.
´$JULFXOWXUH LV D NH\
driver of the Saskatchewan
economy, and a more thorough understanding of the
role women play in its future is great for the growth
of the sector, great for the
family farm, and great for
the province,” says Grandy.
The Hill and Levene
Schools of Business and
:(.+ SODQ WR FRQWLQXH
their role in advancing
women entrepreneurship
in ag by working collaboratively with various
stakeholders across the
province and country to
determine next steps.
´$W D WLPH ZKHQ \RXQJ
people are leaving the family farm and the challenges
facing our economy postSDQGHPLFWKHUHDUHVLJQLÀcant practical and economLFEHQHÀWVWRLQFUHDVLQJWKH
participation of women in
entrepreneurship,”
says
1HZWRQ´,WZLOOWDNHWLPH
but our recommendations
will help women entrepreneurs in agriculture to
be role models, inspire the
next generation of women
to pursue careers in this
sector, and underscore the
economic engine waiting
to be harnessed.”
7KH :RPHQ (QWUHSUHneurship Knowledge Hub,
part of the Government of
&DQDGD·V :RPHQ (QWUHpreneurship Strategy, is
a national program comprised of ten regional hubs
working to increase women entrepreneurs’ access to
ÀQDQFLQJWDOHQWQHWZRUNV
and expertise. The primary
hub is located in Toronto at
Ryerson University’s DiYHUVLW\ ,QVWLWXWH DQG KDV D
national network of more
WKDQRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQG
UHDFKHV PRUH WKDQ 
women entrepreneurs. Recently, the Hill and Levene
Schools of Business at the
U of R were selected as the
regional hub for Saskatchewan.
´%HFRPLQJ D UHJLRQDO
KXE IRU :(.+ LV DQ RSportunity to provide a
voice and connection point
for women entrepreneurs
across the province to build
networks, share resources,
and advance the impact of
entrepreneurship on our
economic growth,” says
*UDQG\´7KLVUHSRUWLVWKH
ÀUVW H[DPSOH RI WKH LPportant work the Hill and
Levene Schools of Business
will be able to complete
WKURXJKWKH:(.+µ
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Farm safety demonstration tractor unveiled
BY CRYSTAL JORGENSON
FACULTY OF AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD
SCIENCES, SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE,

U OF M
A collaboration between the University of Manitoba
(UM), Red River College (RRC) and Keystone Agricultural Producers (KAP) driven by the need for an agricultural safety training tool has produced a unique vehicle
that will help predict, teach and demonstrate tractor roll
overs.
The Mini Roll Over Training Tractor (Mini ROTT) was
demonstrated at the UM’s Glenlea Research Station on
July 16. Approximately the size of an average lawn tractor but with the appearance of a traditional tractor, the
radio-controlled Mini ROTT will be used for teaching
and demonstration of roll overs and activities that will
enhance students’ and farmers’ understanding of farm
safety practices.
The project was initiated by the UM’s Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences to supplement hands-on
safety workshops developed for diploma students and
farmers. The UM teamed up with KAP’s Manitoba Farm
6DIHW\3URJUDPVWDͿWRH[SORUHWKHFRQFHSWRIDUHPRWH
controlled tractor as an interactive training tool for teaching roll over prevention strategies.
UM and KAP then engaged with RRC’s Technology Access Centre for Aerospace and Manufacturing (TACAM)
and Vehicle Technology & Energy Centre (VTEC) for the
IDEULFDWLRQ SURFHVV 7KH UHVHDUFK VWDͿ DW 7$&$0 GHsigned and built the tractor, with support from the VTEC
team on the electronics and systems control components.
Going forward, the Mini ROTT will be housed at the
Glenlea Research Station and utilized for farm safety
training for post-secondary students and Manitoba farmHUV 7KH 0DQLWRED )DUP 6DIHW\ 3URJUDP DQG 80 VWDͿ
plan to collaborate on expanded tractor training and develop programs aimed at creating a safer agri-food industry.
Funding for the project came from a variety of sources,
including the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences
Endowment Fund, the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada through Red River College’s
TACAM and VTEC-Innovation Enhancement grants,
and Keystone Agricultural Producers.
“The Faculty, especially the farm safety training leaders in our School of Agriculture, are keenly engaged in
farm safety training, both for our students and for our
wider agricultural community,” says Martin Scanlon, the
Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences at
UM. “We were excited to partner with Keystone Agricultural Producers and Red River College to create this
novel training tool that will assist the University of Manitoba in delivering potentially life-saving knowledge to
the next generation of Manitoba producers. This project

Thea Green, Keystone Agricultural Producers, and Tom Prud'Homme, Red River College, demonstrate the mini roll over training tractor
XQGHUOLQHVWKHKLJKYDOXHDQGPXWXDOEHQHÀWRIFROODERration with talented industry partners and other educational institutions.”
“Keystone Agricultural Producers is proud to be a part
of the roll over training tractor (ROTT) project through
our Manitoba Farm Safety Program,” says Bill Campbell,
President, Keystone Agricultural Producers. “We look
forward to using this innovative tool to further promote
the need for safety awareness and training across our
sector to reduce the risk of serious injury in the operation of tractors and large equipment on farms across the
province. The partnership we have forged with the University of Manitoba and Red River College shows the importance of our industry to this province and showcases
some of the brightest minds and ingenuity we have here

in Manitoba.”
“Working with Keystone Agricultural Producers and
the University of Manitoba on the roll over training tractor (ROTT) is the perfect demonstration of the value of
applied research: providing tangible solutions to realworld problems,” says Fred Meier, President and CEO
of Red River College. “The ROTT highlights the skill and
expertise of our TACAM and VTEC teams, and now that
ZH·YHFUHDWHGWKLVÀUVWSURGXFWZH·UHH[FLWHGWRH[SORUH
similar projects in the future. We’re proud to play a role
in farm safety awareness and supporting the agriculture
industry in Manitoba.”
Roll overs, falls and contact with tractor attachments
are the leading causes of injury and death to farm tractor
operators, according to SAFE Work Manitoba.
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Government of Saskatchewan
announces AgTech Growth Fund
BY ROB PAUL
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
The Government of Saskatchewan has
announced a $1 million yearly AgTech
Growth Fund to encourage the development of agricultural technology.
,W·V WKH ÀUVW SURJUDP GHGLFDWHG WR DFcelerating the development of agricultural
technology in Saskatchewan and one of
several supports for the tech sector announced in the provincial budget. Agtech
is the application of emerging technologies in solving challenges in the agricultural sector.
Minister of Advanced Education Tina
Beaudry-Mellor is also Minister responsible for Innovation Saskatchewan, the
agency leading the way on the AgTech
Growth Fund. Innovation Saskatchewan
provides recommendations to the Government of Saskatchewan regarding strategic
direction in areas of research, development, science, and technology.
“Saskatchewan farmers feed the world
and the AgTech Growth Fund will create
new innovations and jobs in our province,” said Beaudry-Mellor. “Growing
our ag economy is a key part of Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan and by providing
solutions in agtech, we add valute to our
rural communities, increase our sustainability and strengthen this province’s
global leadership in food production and
farming excellence.”
In a press release the Government of
Saskatchewan said the fund will help
drive private investment in transformative farming and help attract international
agtech companies to Saskatchewan. The
agri-foods industry has the potential to
become Canada’s largest economic sector. With proper investments in agtech, the
Royal Bank of Canada forecasts $11 billion
in new goods and services could be added
to the national economy by 2030.
“Continued investment in agriculture
WHFKQRORJ\ ZLOO EH D VLJQLÀFDQW GULYHU RI
growth in the industry,” said Minister of
Agriculture David Marit. “Saskatchewan
is already an agriculture research hub and
investing in farm equipment technology
will complement our investments in crop
breeding and production to bring us close
to achieving our Growth Plan goals.”
The AgTech Growth Fund will accept
applications related to the following:
• Digital ag software/hardware (e.g.,
sensors, imagery, precision ag, data
stewardship).
• Smart farm equipment (e.g., robotics, machinery, automation).
• Food processing (enabling technologies).
• Indoor agriculture (enabling technologies).
• $QLPDOKHDOWKYHULÀFDWLRQWHFKQROogy.
• Supply chain technology (e.g.,
traceability)
• $JULFXOWXUDOPDUNHWSODFHÀQWHFK

All applications must meet the following criteria to be considered for funding:
• Proposed by a group of active private sector partners that represent
the project’s value chain (researchers, those involved in the production/supply process, and customer/end users).
• Active partner: participating in the
project either through cash and/or
in-kind contribution, equity investment, and/or letter of intent to purchase.
• Majority of the R&D activities must

•

•

•
•

•

be conducted by Saskatchewanbased partners.
Priority is given to proposals that
also have an academic partner from
a Saskatchewan post-secondary or
research institute.
Demonstrate how the technological
LQQRYDWLRQ ZLOO VROYH D VSHFLÀF LQGXVWU\ZLGH FKDOOHQJH DQG EHQHÀW
the agriculture sector as a whole,
not just individual companies.
Technological solutions must be
novel and innovative.
Demonstrate a feasible path to comPHUFLDOL]DWLRQDQGKRZWKHEHQHÀWV
of the project will be sustained over
the long-term.
Industry partners must provide
50% or more of the project’s budget.
The amount requested from IS is
no more than 30% of the proposed
budget.

AgTech Growth Fund funding structure:
• Lead proponents can receive a maximum of $450,000 in AgTech Growth
Fund grants over their lifetime.
• In addition to the limit on grants,
Innovation Saskatchewan will provide no more than 30 per cent of the
project’s budget. Industry partners
must provide 50 per cent or more of
the budget.
• Once funding has been approved,
Innovation Saskatchewan will
disburse payments based on the
achievement of milestones, the submission of progress reports, and the
GDWHV VSHFLÀHG LQ WKH FRQWUDFW 7KH
ÀQDO SD\PHQW ZLOO EH GLVEXUVHG DW
WKHHQGRIWKHFRQWUDFWDIWHUWKHÀQDO
report has been received by IS.
Beaudry-Mellor says Innovation Saskatchewan saw the agtech boom happening and wanted to do what they could to
empower it.
“Through Innovation Saskatchewan
we had a fund called the Saskatchewan
Advantage for Innovation Fund,” said
Beaudry-Mellor.
“It’s used as a fund that we provide to
a consortium, a mix of industry members,
practitioners, tech developers, and it’s
more favourable if people have university
researchers. It provides funds to let them
take an idea and pilot it and get it ready
for commercialization.
´:HZHUHÀQGLQJWKDWWKHQXPEHURIDJtech applications to that fund was growing. In a two-year period it grew from zero
to a little over a third of the entire fund
applications were coming from agtech.
7KDW ZDV WKH ÀUVW WKLQJ ZH VDZ D JURZing need. Secondly, our experience at Agritechnica last year and seeing the growth
of the agtech space in general was a huge
factor.
“Saskatchewan is really well positioned
there with one of the fastest growing tech
hubs in Canada. Also, we’re a world leader in agriculture.
“The convergence of all of those things
DQG WKHQ ÀQDOO\ -RKQ 6WDFNKRXVH GLG D
report called Farmer 4.0 where he talked
about Saskatchewan’s natural advantages
in these areas. So we decided to create a
dedicated agtech fund.”
For those interested in applying for the
AgTech Growth Fund, Beaudry-Mellor
VD\V WKHUH·V WZR GLͿHUHQW IXQGLQJ DSSOLcation dates and the application goes before a board who then makes a decision.
“If people are interested, they can go to
our Innovation Saskatchewan website and
WKH\·OOÀQGWKHDSSOLFDWLRQµVKHVDLG
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Minister responsible for
Innovation Saskatchewan
Tina Beaudry-Mellor
“In terms of budget 50 per cent of the
project cost need to come from industry
and no more than 30 per cent of the total
budget will come from government.
´7KDW·VWKHÀUVWWKLQJDQGWKHDSSOLFDtions are much more favourable if they
have academic researchers—whether students or full-time academics attached to
them. With respect to the AgTech Fund,
there will be an industry advisory committee that will look at the applications.
“It will be made up of some folks from
Innovation Saskatchewan, but we’ll also
bring together industry people and farmers as well to review the applications and
make some assessments.

´7KH ÀUVW LQWDNH GHDGOLQH LV 6HSWHPber 30,” she said. “September 30 is (the
deadline to) an expression of interest and
if your expression of interest looks good
then by October 31 you’ll be invited for
a full proposal then December 31 is the
deadline for the full proposal. We then
make our decisions at the end of February. There’s two intakes per year so twice
a year there will be funding. The second
intake begins April 30.”
With agtech’s growth and Saskatchewan being a leader in the industry, Beaudry-Mellor says, it was the perfect combination of reasons to launch the AgTech
Growth Fund.
“We know that agriculture is critical and
it’s becoming increasingly technical,” she
said.
“There’s a funny saying, but it’s true,
¶-RKQ 'HHUH KDV PRUH SURJUDPPHUV QRZ
than Apple does’ and it’s true! It’s not just
with machinery and ag equipment, but
we’re talking about precision spraying
and feeding through drone technology, all
the data captured, how equipment speaks
to each other, in-ground sensors, all of
those things.
“What we’re hoping comes out of this is
that Saskatchewan can lead the way with
respect to commercialized agtech innovations.
“We can be a leader in this area and also
of course we have the Growth Plan pieces.
100,000 jobs and tripling the tech sector
are in our Growth Plan as well as growing
our agri-food exports 20 billion, increasing
crop and livestock production.
“All these things mesh extremely well,”
she said. “We have two incubators and
accelerators, the protein supercluster, all
these things provide us with a strategic
advantage in this area relative to the other
provinces in Canada, at a time when with
Covid-19 everybody is using technology
to a great degree and we recognize how
important the food supply-chain is. We’re
amplifying a niche area that we’re already
doing well in.”
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Agricultural and Food Sciences alumni honoured for their contributions
BY CRYSTAL JORGENSON
RXWUHDFK HͿRUWV +H DOVR HQFRXUDJHG VXSALUMNI, FACULTY OF AGRICULTURAL
port for new national programs for onAND FOOD SCIENCES, SCHOOL
IDUP IRRG VDIHW\ DQG FRQWLQXHG HͿRUWV WR
OF AGRICULTURE, U OF M
increase pork processing in Manitoba.
Two alumni of the University of ManiMarcel also served as vice-president
toba’s Faculty of Agricultural and Food
of Keystone Agricultural Producers from
Sciences have been honoured for their out1997-99, where he established and implestanding contributions to Manitoba’s agrimented the Manitoba Farm Relief Fund. He
cultural community.
FKDLUHG WKH WUDGH ÀQDQFH DQG VXVWDLQDEOH
JoAnne Buth and Marcel Hacault are this
development committees, and represented
\HDU·VUHFLSLHQWVRIWKH&HUWLÀFDWHRI0HULW
Manitoba on the Canadian Federation of
from the Faculty of Agricultural and Food
Agriculture board.
Sciences in recognition of their leadership
Marcel became the executive director of
with agricultural organizations and outthe Canadian Agricultural Safety Associastanding service to the community at large.
tion in 2004, where he has led and inspired
The honour is usually bestowed at the
a broad range of Canadian agricultural
School of Agriculture convocation but due
safety specialists and industry stakeholders to actively engage in promoting safe
to COVID-19 restrictions, the presentation
practices on Canadian farms and service
will be made at the 2021 event.
providers. He has served as a national amJoAnne Buth graduated with a Bachelor
bassador for farm safety, and his leadership
of Science from the University of Winnipeg,
JoAnne Buth
Marcel Hacault
has resulted in the establishment of many
and following a job with the City of Winnipeg insect control branch, went on to reorganizations that provide resources and
ceive her Master of Science in Entomology in 1982 from the arts community), the Entomological Society of Manitoba, programs to support farmers in managing safety on their
the Canada Grains Council, and as chair to the Manitoba IDUPV+LVLQÁXHQFHFDQEHVHHQLQLQLWLDWLYHVVXFKDV%HUniversity of Manitoba.
GrainSafe, Canadian Agricultural Safety Week Campaign,
After graduation, she worked for Agriculture and Agri- Agriculture Research and Innovation Committee.
In recognition of her many accomplishments, JoAnne and a Canadian adoption of Progressive Agriculture Safety
)RRG &DQDGD·V :LQQLSHJ 5HVHDUFK 6WDWLRQ DV LWV ÀUVW LQwas
presented
with
a
Motivator
of
the
Year
Award
by
ManIRUPDWLRQ RFHU 6KH ODWHU MRLQHG 'RZ (ODQFR ZKHUH VKH
Days aimed at Canadian youth.
served as a research and development manager, and then itoba Agriculture and the Distinguished Alumni Award by
Coming full circle back to the University of Manitoba,
served as weed specialist and manager for eight years with the University of Winnipeg, and was recently inducted into Marcel has provided guidance and mentorship to the
the
Canadian
Agricultural
Hall
of
Fame.
Manitoba Agriculture.
School of Agriculture in incorporating farm safety content
JoAnne now spends her time with her husband Grant in its Diploma curriculum and developing short courses
In 1999, JoAnne became the vice-president of crop production and biotechnology at the Canola Council of Can- on road trips exploring Canada. When at home, she can and workshops aimed at Manitoba farmers.
ada. She served as its president from 2007-2012, where she be found gardening, weaving, silk painting and reading or
In other service, Marcel served on on the Board of the
brought her vision and insight into the entire value chain spending time with her nine grandchildren.
Manitoba Institute of Agrologists and is a past president of
Marcel
Hacault
graduated
from
the
University
of
Manitoto see unprecedented growth for Canadian grains and oilthe International Society for Agricultural Safety & Health.
seeds. She played a prominent role in maintaining canola ba with a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture in 1983. Shortly +HLVDOVRH[RFLRIRUWKH3URJUHVVLYH$J)RXQGDWLRQDQG
exports to China despite concerns about blackleg disease after, Marcel and his wife Georgina purchased a farrow-to- currently sit as the secretary/treasurer for the Farm Safe
ÀQLVKKRJRSHUDWLRQLQWKH1LYHUYLOOHDUHD'DXJKWHUV$QD- Foundation. He also continues to act as the secretary/treain 2009.
In recognition of her expertise in the agriculture sector ïs and Anastasie both completed Masters in Agribusiness, surer for the family farm corporation.
A strong leader in his community, Marcel helped start up
and her service to the community, Prime Minister Stephen and his son Yves works in the social services. Marcel also
Harper appointed JoAnne to the Canadian Senate, where completed his Master in Business Administration from the Les Boutons d’Or, a French pre-school in Iles des Chênes
in 1988, which is now the Garderie Les Boutons d’Or. He
she served for two years as Manitoba’s representative, and U of M in 2011.
Marcel was elected a Manitoba Pork Council delegate in also helped organize (and accompanied) “Boîte à Chanson”
sat on the Senate Agriculture and Forestry Committee and
1992, and a director of the board in 1996. He was subse- at the École Communautaire Réal-Bérard in St. Pierre and
the Senate Finance Committee.
quently
chosen by the board to be its chair each year from community theatre in Iles des Chênes.
JoAnne then became the CEO for the Canadian International Grains Institute (Cigi) where she guided the or- 1999 to 2003. He led the MPC board through a period of
,Q KLV VSDUH WLPH WRGD\ \RX FDQ ÀQG 0DUFHO GULYLQJ
ganization through a priority-setting process and into a economic change and encouraged the development of in- around in his restored ‘68 Firebird convertible, wood worknew structure and funding model. Using a collaborative novative programming on sustainable agriculture, which ing, tiling or installing pavers. Or if he is not too tired,
approach and her extensive connections in the agri-food included improved public relations, worker safety and spending time with his four grandchildren.
industry, JoAnne helped elevate Cigi to a respected leader
in technical training for the use of Canadian grains. She retired in 2019.
JoAnne has generously contributed to her community in
a wide variety of other ways. She has served with the GoldHQ3UDLULH$UWV&RXQFLO DQRQSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWSURvides educational programs to the southern rural Manitoba
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Farmers say conditions are ideal
Continued from B1
“For the canola, we
don’t need too much heat,
like what we’re getting
right now is cool cloudy
days with the odd shower
is perfect for the canola
crops,” he said. “It’s good
for the wheat as well. We
just don’t want that 30
degree weather with the
sun beating down and
the wind howling away.
It would be hard on the
canola because the canola
LV DOO ÁRZHULQJ ULJKW QRZ
and canola likes cool damp
weather and the longer the
FDQROD ÁRZHUV WKH EHWter the pods will be so the
more yield you’ll get. Cool
shady days like we’ve
been having recently with
lots of cloud coverage is
very good. The worst case
would be if we got a hail
storm. That would be the
ultimate worst case scenario.”
Not only has the weather been great as of late, McCorriston says, he’s had no
issues with pests or diseases.
“There’s not really pests
this year,” he said. “I did
spray a fair amount of fungicide on the plants for a
leaf disease and Sclerotinia, but not really any diamondback moths or Bertha
armyworms this year.”
“If I had any negative
things to say, I’ve had some
problems on my headlands with compaction issues and that’s because we
were about that week to 10
GD\VODWHRQRXUÀUVWUDLQ
Some of the ground got
packed too tight because
it was kind of damp when
it was seeded and the little plants couldn’t break
through the crust, but in
the general vicinity of the
ÀHOG WKLQJV DUH H[FHOOHQW
and as good as you could
potentially hope for. In
the Moosomin area we’re
LQ IRU DQ H[FHOOHQW \HDU LI
things keep going the way
they’re going.”
The main concern for
McCorriston at this point
are the crop prices, making
for it even more important
to have a top-notch harvest.
“I would say things are
looking up and the potential is there for an awesome yield,” he said. “The
downside of things would
be grain prices are still lower. Canola has never really
rebounded properly since
China closed the border to
taking canola. Grain prices
are a little lower than they
have been in the past, I’m
not saying they’re devastatingly low, but they’re
not as good as they have
been. That would be the
downside.
“We do need a good crop
in order to make the same
money that we have in the
past. The potential is there.
In all honesty things are
looking pretty good. Fingers crossed that we don’t
get any poor weather, like
a hail storm would be the
ultimate worst case. But
things are really looking
good. I’ve got crop at the
Moosomin and Rocanville
area and it’s widespread
with things looking pretty
good.”
Kevin Hruska is the
owner and operator of
Bridgeview Manufacturing in Gerald as well as
a farmer and despite the
early trouble with the dry

Canola farmers in Saskatchewan are happy with the recent rain.
weather, he says, crops are
looking good with the current conditions.
“As far as our farm goes,
we had good seeding conditions, but very little
rain,” he said. “We got a
couple small rains that just
barely tied us over. Then
eventually, here, it sort of
broke and we’ve gotten a
bunch of nice timely rains.
I would say we’re in an
ideal spot at the moment
and we didn’t see any
rainfalls that are too much.
We’ve had all nice, small,
and timely rains with no
pooling of water and that’s
GDUQQHDULGHDOH[FHSWIRU
one cloud that went over
and hailed out 4,000 to
5,000 acres for us. Other
than that it’s been good
conditions.”
In general the crops in
the area are all looking
good at this point, says
Hruska, and a little more
rain would make it an ideal situation.
“I would say everything in the area is looking
good,” he said. “Nothing is
looking very bad. There’s
some cutworm issues for
some people, but we didn’t
have that on ours. Some
beans took a hit from cutworms, but we didn’t grow
beans this year. Generally speaking, everything
is poised for a very good
crop. We will need another
rain, but we’ve been getting little showers, it seems
to have stopped now, but a
rain in a week or so would
UHDOO\ÀQLVKLWRͿ$KDOIDQ
inch of rain every week for
WKH QH[W PRQWK ZRXOG EH
ideal.
´:LWK WKH VWXͿ WKDW JRW
hailed out, we’re crossing
RXU ÀQJHUV DQG KRSLQJ
lots will grow back. It will
delay it three weeks, but if
we don’t get an early frost
then we’ll recover some
RIWKHKDLOHGRXWVWXͿDQG
that’s what we’re hoping
for.
“Hail is worst case, it
costs you and it’s really
hard to come out of, but it
hit our canola quite young
so there’s a chance that it

reboots. Lots of our neighbours got hail too and it
cut right through us, but
the beauty of being a large
farm is you usually don’t
get your whole farm hailed
out. The disadvantage,
of course, is if there’s hail
anywhere in the area you
have a good chance of getting hit by it.”
In this area, Hruska
says, along with the great
weather, there have been
basically no issues with
pests or diseases.
“Very low insect pressure this year,” he said.
´)XQJLFLGHV DQG VWXͿ OLNH
that we’re always able
to control those anyway.
Nothing that I’ve heard of,
no outbreaks or anything
like that. We’ve been lucky
with that and the weather.
There was a big hail storm
up north and of course the
big rains in the Minnedosa
area—we have friends
over there.
“They said they’d be
happy to give us three
quarters of what they got,
they got a lot. But we were
lucky, we didn’t get anything big. But we’ve taken
our turn over the years.
7KH\JRWÀYHRUVL[LQFKHV
in one night and I told them
ZH KDG  DERXW VL[ \HDUV
ago. It seems like everybody has got to take their
turn. Who knows what
will happen now, we’ve
had a few warm days
and there’s a south wind
blowing so we’ll probably
SLFNXS VRPH PRUH VWXͿ ,
ZRXOGH[SHFWµ
The cooler summer
weather in Saskatchewan
over the last few years has
been a huge help to farmers, says Hruska.
“I have a hypothesis
that the cooling of the atmosphere in our area is
very conducive to growing
bountiful crops,” he said.
“What I mean by that is,
the sun spots have rolled to
this side of the sun. We’ve
been in a cooling trend
for a decade now and we
hardly bust 30 degrees
Celsius and that has been
saving us every year for

several years. What that allows the crops to do is survive the dry spells because
you don’t get the heat blast
WKDW GULHV WKH ÁRZHUV DQG
knocks the seeds out.
“Our region is in a cooling trend, when I was 12
years old we used to get to
40 degrees Celsius every
summer for two weeks. We
don’t get anywhere close
to that anymore and it’s really ensuring that we grow
better crop. That’s my feeling on the climate.
“When it’s too hot the
reason your plant can die
RͿ LV EHFDXVH WKH SURFHVV
of osmosis can’t keep up,”
he said. “The plant can’t
draw the moisture in the
ground up fast enough
and that’s what happens
with heat blasts. When
you don’t get that heat,
whether it’s raining or not,
you get the moisture in the
ground and can maintain
the growth of the plants. I
think last year the hottest
it got was 33 degrees for
three days.”
Overall, considering everything, Hruska says, it
looks like a good year, especially with the impacts
of Covid-19 being minimal.
“I’d say so (it’s a good
year),” he said. “Prices are
down, probably across the
board a dollar a bushel.
That takes out most of the
SURÀWEXWLWDSSHDUVZH·YH
weathering the coronavirus disaster fairly well. In
my opinion it’s going betWHU WKDQ , ZRXOG KDYH H[pected. I think people still
want to eat and countries
aren’t rationing their supplies and their carryovers
so we’ve been okay. I’m
glad we’re not a restaurant.”
,Q WKH 0DU\ÀHOG DUHD
grain farmer John Van
Eaton says, everything is
looking good and some
warm weather would be
perfect for the crops down
the stretch.
“At this point I’d say
they’re (the crops) looking
quite nice,” he said. “We
weren’t really desperate

for rain in this little area,
but certainly the last rains
were nice and as long as
we get some warm weathHU QRZ WKDW VKRXOG ÀQLVK
WKHFURSVRͿSUHWW\JRRG
“It was a little dry in
the spring, but we had so
much rain here last fall
and then snow and then
rain again that we had lots
of subsurface moisture.
There was no concern for
us about enough moisture
to get our crops started.
“We just need some, not
H[WUHPHO\KRWZHDWKHUEXW
just some warm weather,”
he said. “As we start heading to fall we just want
some warm sunny days
and we don’t want hail or
a bunch of thunderstorms
and then we should be
good.”
Van Eaton says, they
have had to deal with pests
during the spring and he
H[SHFWV GLVHDVHV FRXOG
come at some point this
summer.
“Flea beetles were a
big problem for us earlier
this spring,” he said. “We
sprayed quite a bit of funJLFLGH EXW , ZRXOG H[SHFW
that with the recent rains
we’ll see some disease
pressure start to show up.
We did spray the majority of our crop with fungicide.”
Overall, it’s looking like
it will be a good crop this
year, says Van Eaton.
“I’d say this crop looks
above average,” he said.
“We haven’t run out and
bought a whole bunch of
grain bins yet, but you
never know until you get
started. At this point it
looks pretty nice.”

Cattle farmers

The dry spring was hard
on cattle farmers with pastures in poor conditions
and in need of rain, that
UDLQ ÀQDOO\ FDPH LQ WKH
summer and Bridgeway
Livestock owner Karl Sauter is pleased.
“Right here the conditions have been pretty favourable,” he said. “The

rain helped a lot. These
little showers have been
good for the growing conditions of the grass, but
putting up hay is a little
tricky.
The occasional shower
would be the best conditions for pastures the rest
of summer, says Sauter,
and he says everything is
looking good at this point.
“I think it’s been pretty
nice,” he said. “Hasn’t
been too hot, hasn’t been
too cold. It’s been a pretty
nice summer so far.”
Both crop and cattle
farming conditions have
been ideal thanks to the
recent rain, says Perry Rasmussen.
“I think things have
turned around quite a bit
here since the rain three
weeks ago,” Rasmussen
said. “Everything looks
really good. We could use
another half an inch of rain
SHUZHHNKHUHIRUWKHQH[W
three weeks, that would
help a lot. It would help
the crops grow. Something
not ideal is the guys with
hay are having a tough
time getting anything out
to get bailed so I don’t
know how much good hay
will be around.”
The canola crop and catWOHSDVWXUHVKDYHEHQHÀWHG
enormously from the rain,
says Rasmussen, and he
hopes the scattered showers continue through the
summer.
“I think our crops have
the potential to be better
than average at the moment,” he said. “I think
if we can continue to get
these little showers that
we’ve been getting the last
ZKLOH WKHQ ZH FDQ GHÀnitely be above average. I
think the last three weeks
have been pretty well optimum.
“Seeding
conditions
were pretty good, a little
wet to start, but the later
seeded canola didn’t get
RͿWRDJRRGVWDUWEHFDXVH
it was a little dry. The
pastures have been really
good the last month here
since we got that rain.”
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New USask disease detection tool
may save millions for canola industry
The new testing can be done in the ﬁeld in just one hour with accurate results
BY FEDERICA GIANNELLI
University of Saskatchewan (USask) researchers have
developed a new testing tool for faster, cheaper and
easier detection of aster yellows, a leafhopper-borne
disease that can devastate canola yields and farmers’
income.
“Our tool will help save precious time and resources
for scientists, agronomists, and producers,” said USask
ELRORJ\3K'VWXGHQW.DUROLQD3XV]%RFKHĸVND´)DUPers will be able to mitigate the potential damage to
their crop yields. Our tool will help them understand
whether they should spray pesticides right away to kill
infected leafhopper insects.”
The canola season in Canada is short, and the disease
spreads very fast, so understanding whether crops and
insects are infected saves time and money. In 2012, the
FDQRODLQGXVWU\VDZSHUFHQWRIÀHOGVLQIHFWHGDQGDW
least a $270-million loss.
7KHQHZWHVWLQJFDQEHGRQHLQWKHÀHOGLQMXVWRQH
hour with accurate results. Regular lab tests can take
from several days to two weeks, and are more expensive.
Aster yellows, caused by a bacteria-like organism, is
carried by a variety of insects. It reaches Canada mainly
through leafhoppers moving from the southern United
States in the spring. When leafhoppers feed on infected
crops they are unharmed, but they carry the organism
in their bodies, ready to spread it to healthy plants, including vegetable crops such lettuce and carrots, when

is collaborating with the Saskatchewan government to
calibrate their new test for detecting the disease.
“Our testing technique may also apply to human and
animal health, such as for testing ticks for Lyme disease
RUPRVTXLWRVIRU=LNDµVDLG3XV]%RFKHĸVND´1RZUHsearchers at other universities are even trying to adapt a
similar technique for rapid COVID-19 testing of human
blood samples.”
The next step is to use the new technique to establish
an aster yellows risk index for canola in the summer.
While farmers cannot directly access the test yet, the
research team is in touch with companies in Canada
LQWHUHVWHGLQOLFHQVLQJWKHWHFKQRORJ\DQGRͿHULQJWKH

test.
The novel testing is the result of a collaboration beWZHHQ $$)& VFLHQWLVWV :LVW 7LP 'XPRQFHDX[ DQG
Chrystel Olivier and USask researchers, including
former post-doctoral fellow Edel Pérez-López. The reVHDUFKLVIXQGHGE\$$)&
)HGHULFD *LDQQHOOL LV D &*36VSRQVRUHG JUDGXDWH
VWXGHQWLQWHUQLQWKH86DVNUHVHDUFKSURÀOHDQGLPSDFW
unit.
7KLVDUWLFOHÀUVWUDQDVSDUWRIWKH<RXQJ,QQRYDWRUV VHULHV DQ LQLWLDWLYH RI WKH 86DVN 5HVHDUFK 3URÀOH
DQG ,PSDFW RFH LQ SDUWQHUVKLS ZLWK WKH 6DVNDWRRQ
StarPhoenix.

&,1&: ,*

Photo by Tyler Wist

PhD student Karolina Pusz-Bochenska holds
a canola plant.
they feed again.
To detect whether leafhoppers are infected, the USask
researchers extract and analyze DNA from the insects.
´,W·VDFWXDOO\YHU\VLPSOH)DUPHUVFRXOGHYHQGRWKH
WHVWLQJLQWKHEDFNRIWKHLUWUXFNVµVDLG3XV]%RFKHĸVND
“All you have to do is to crush a leafhopper on a special
piece of paper and expose it to a certain temperature.”
After 20 minutes, the researchers use a fabric puncher
on the crushed insect to obtain a sample that can then
be analyzed with a LAMP assay—a DNA-amplifying
PHWKRGWKDWDOVRFDQEHDGDSWHGWRWKHÀHOG7KHDQDO\sis accurately reveals whether the insect is positive for
aster yellows. The test also can also indicate whether
plant tissues are infected.
The USask research team’s results, published in Plant
Health Progress, show that in the case of aster yellows,
the LAMP assay technique more accurately detects the
disease and is more sensitive than the usual gold standard test for DNA lab analysis.
“The development of this novel and more sensitive
test was driven by one of our molecular scientists, Tim
Dumonceaux, in response to our need to rapidly identify whether individual aster leafhoppers had aster yellows disease,” said Tyler Wist, Agriculture and Agri)RRG&DQDGD $$)& UHVHDUFKHUDQG3XV]%RFKHĸVND·V
co-supervisor along with USask biology professor Jack
Gray.
“Now we can more accurately assess the risk of disease spread from those early arriving leafhoppers and
warn the agricultural community if there is a risk.”
The novel testing technique could also be used for
detecting a variety of insect-borne plant diseases, such
as Dutch Elm Disease. Current testing for beetles carrying the disease can take weeks, so the research team
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The KIOTI® CK10SE has a deluxe, air conditioned cab, so you can work all day in a
scorcher and hardly break a sweat. In fact, it’s got heat too. Plus a 35 or 40 HP
engine, hydrostatic transmission and a single lever joystick for easy front loader
operation. It may just be the nicest compact tractor under the sun. /HDUQPRUH
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Preparing your farm for agriculture technology
BY JESSE HIRSH
There are considerable benHÀWVWRXVLQJDJWHFKEXWDGYDQWDJHV FRPH IURP DVNLQJ TXHVWLRQV FRPLQJ XS ZLWK D SODQ
IRUWKHIDUPDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
KRZDJULFXOWXUDOWHFKQRORJ\FDQ
HPSRZHUDIDUP·VXQLTXHQHHGV
7HFKQRORJ\LVKDYLQJDWUDQVIRUPDWLYH HͿHFW RQ DJULFXOWXUH
KHOSLQJIDUPHUVLQFUHDVH\LHOGV
UHGXFHFRVWVDQGLQFUHDVHRYHUDOO FDSDFLW\ $QG DV VRFLHW\
DGDSWV WR SK\VLFDO GLVWDQFLQJ
DQG JDWKHULQJ LQ VPDOO JURXSV
DV D PHDQV RI ÀJKWLQJ &29,'XVLQJWHFKQRORJ\WRFRQQHFWLVHYHQPRUHFRPPRQ
,I WKHUH·V XQFHUWDLQW\ DERXW
KRZ WR VWDUW RU ZKDW WHFKQRORJ\WRWU\WKHUHDUHZD\VWRH[SHULPHQW DQG HPEUDFH WHFKQRORJ\IRUDJULFXOWXUH
&KDG &ROE\ LV DQ DJ WHFK
FRQVXOWDQW DQG SXEOLF VSHDNHU
EDVHG LQ ,OOLQRLV +HUH DUH KLV
WLSV RQ HPEUDFLQJ WHFKQRORJ\
WR LPSURYH DJULFXOWXUDO RSHUDWLRQVODUJHDQGVPDOO

Don’t be afraid to
ask for help
8QGHUVWDQGLQJ KRZ WHFKQRORJ\ FDQ KHOS DQ RSHUDWLRQ UHTXLUHV H[SHULPHQWLQJ $QG H[SHULPHQWVPHDQIDLOXUH
(YHU\RQH PXVW VWDUW VRPHZKHUH )RU H[DPSOH &ROE\ HQFRXUDJHV IDUPHUV WR XSJUDGH
WKHLU VPDUWSKRQHV DQG WDEOHWV
IRU RSWLPDO IXQFWLRQDOLW\ EDWWHU\ OLIH VSHHG DQG DSSOLFDWLRQ
XSGDWHV 6\PEROLFDOO\ NHHSLQJ XS ZLWK WKHVH VPDOO WRROV
DVWKH\DGYDQFHKHOSVUHLQIRUFH
WKH QHHG WR NHHS XS ZLWK WKH
ODUJHUWRROV
6LPLODUO\ GRQ·W EH DIUDLG WR
DVN TXHVWLRQV 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ
KRZWHFKQRORJ\FDQKHOSDQRSHUDWLRQUHTXLUHVH[SHULPHQWLQJ
$QGH[SHULPHQWVPHDQIDLOXUH

´:KHQ \RX VFUHZ XS \RX
OHDUQµ&ROE\VD\V
Develop a technology plan
(YHU\ IDUP LV GLͿHUHQW DQG
HYHU\ IDUP KDV LWV RZQ VHW RI
SUREOHPVWKDWWHFKQRORJ\PLJKW
EH DEOH WR KHOS À[ RU LPSURYH
&ROE\ HQFRXUDJHV IDUPHUV WR
ZRQGHU ZKHUH WHFKQRORJ\ FDQ
PDNHWKHELJJHVWLPSDFWRQWKH
IDUPFLWLQJLW·VRIWHQWKHVLPSOH
VWHSVWKDWFDQPDNHWKHELJJHVW
GLͿHUHQFH
)RU H[DPSOH FRQVLGHU SUDFWLFDO XSJUDGHV OLNH H[WHQGLQJ
:LÀ DFFHVV DFURVV WKH SURSHUW\
VRZHEFDPHUDVFDQEHLQVWDOOHG
LQ EDUQV DQG DURXQG WKH IDUP
$OWHUQDWLYHO\LIDIDUPVWUXJJOHV
ZLWK WLPH PDQDJHPHQW &ROE\
QRWHV WKHUH DUH ORWV RI WRROV
DYDLODEOHWRKHOSEHWWHUPDQDJH
VWDͿDQGWDVNV
:KHQ LW FRPHV WR PRUH DGYDQFHG DJULWHFK &ROE\ UHFRPPHQGV IDUPHUV GR WKHLU UHVHDUFK DQG ÀQG SHRSOH ZKR
WKH\ FDQ WUXVW WR DVN IRU KHOS
DQGFULWLFDOSHUVSHFWLYH7U\WKLV
WHFKQRORJ\EORJDW)XWXUHRI$J
FRP RU WU\ DQ DJ WHFKVSHFLÀF
IRUXPDW5HGGLW
7KHUHDUHDJURZLQJUDQJHRI
WRROVDQGV\VWHPVDYDLODEOHDQG
PDQXIDFWXUHUV DUH LQFUHDVLQJO\
UHVSRQVLYHWRWKHQHHGVRIIDUPHUV ZKLFK LV ZK\ UHVHDUFKLQJ
SXUFKDVHVLVVRLPSRUWDQW
Drones are an easy
tool to start with
$V D OLFHQVHG SLORW &ROE\ DOUHDG\NQRZVWKHYDOXHRIDYLHZ
IURP DERYH DQG KDV EHHQ DQ
DYLG GURQH HQWKXVLDVW IRU RYHU
DGHFDGH+HUXQVDGURQHERRW
FDPS IRU IDUPHUV DQG DUJXHV
WKDW XQPDQQHG DHULDO YHKLFOHV
DUHTXLFNO\EHFRPLQJDQHVVHQWLDOWRROIRUDJULFXOWXUH
´$  GURQH FDQ JHW \RX

Understanding how technology can help an operation requires experimenting. And experiments mean failure.
DLUERUQH LQ  VHFRQGVµ &ROE\
VD\V ´:LWK IHDWXUHV OLNH DXWR
WDNHRͿ DXWRODQG VRQDU DQG
REMHFWDYRLGDQFH\RXFDQHDVLO\
VLWRQ\RXUSLFNXSWUXFNVXUYH\
DDFUHÀHOGLQWKUHHRUIRXU
PLQXWHVDQGSURGXFHKLJKUHVROXWLRQLPDJHU\WKDWFDQEHDQDO\]HGDQGLQWHJUDWHGZLWKRWKHU
V\VWHPVµ
7KH PRUH DFUHV WKDW D IDUPHU
ZRUNVWKHPRUHYDOXHWKDWFDQ
FRPH IURP WKLV PRGHVW LQYHVWPHQW
Automation is essential
when buying a tractor
or combine
:KHQ &ROE\ VSHDNV WR IDUPHUVKH·VJHQHUDOO\GLVDSSRLQWHG
DWKRZIHZUHFRJQL]HWKHYDOXH

RI DXWRPDWLRQ 7KH\ VHH DXWRPDWLRQ DV D  FKHFNER[
WKH\ FDQ LJQRUH ZKHQ LQVWHDG
LWRͿHUVWKHPDWUHPHQGRXVRSSRUWXQLW\ WR H[SDQG ERWK WKHLU
FDSDFLW\DQGWKHLU\LHOG
/DUJH HTXLSPHQW PDQXIDFWXUHUV OLNH -RKQ 'HHU DUH WDNLQJDXWRPDWLRQWRWKHQH[WOHYHO
E\ UHFRUGLQJ DQG VWRULQJ ÀHOG
PDQDJHPHQW GDWD )&& $J([SHUWDQG-RKQ'HHUHUHFHQWO\DQQRXQFHG D SDUWQHUVKLS PDNLQJ
LW HDVLHU IRU $J([SHUW XVHUV WR
GLJLWL]HIDUPGDWD7KHLQWHJUDWLRQZLWK0\-RKQ'HHUHDSSOLFDWLRQDOORZVSUHPLXPXVHUVWR
LPSRUW H[LVWLQJ ÀHOGV IURP 0\
-RKQ'HHUHDSSOLFDWLRQWR$J([SHUW )LHOG 3ODQWLQJ VSUD\LQJ
IHUWLOL]HU DQG KDUYHVW DFWLYLWLHV

At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our world
from the ground up. As the world’s largest
provider of crop inputs, services and solutions,
Nutrien plays a critical role in feeding the future
by helping growers to increase food production
in a sustainable manner.
We’re moving the agriculture industry and
the world forward – today and for generations
to come. Nutrien invests in community initiatives
and partnerships that enhance the quality of life
êïõéæóæèêðïôøéæóæøæðñæóâõæâïåõéâõóæĤæäõ
the goals and values of our company.

WE HAVE
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR

COMBINE NEEDS!
ROCANVILLE, SK

LANGENBURG, SK

306-645-2112

306-743-2332

DORQJ ZLWK DVVRFLDWHG DSSOLFDWLRQ UDWHV ZLOO EH PDSSHG WR
ÀHOGLQ$J([SHUW
´<RX FDQ·W DͿRUG WR LJQRUH
DXWRPDWLRQµ &ROE\ VD\V ´'R
IDUPHUV JR WR WKHLU VHHG GHDOHU
DQGDVNWRSXUFKDVHVHHGVIURP
ÀYH\HDUVDJR"1R7KH\H[SHFW
WRJHWWKHEHVWDQGODWHVWVHHGV
:K\GRIDUPHUVQRWGRWKHVDPH
WKLQJZLWKWKHLUWHFKQRORJ\"µ
Bottom line
There are considerable beneÀWVWRXVLQJDJWHFKEXWDGYDQWDJHV FRPH IURP DVNLQJ TXHVWLRQV FRPLQJ XS ZLWK D SODQ
IRUWKHIDUPDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
KRZ DJULFXOWXUDO WHFKQRORJ\
FDQ HPSRZHU D IDUP·V XQLTXH
QHHGV
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Call Universe Satellite Sales for unbelievable sales and discounts for the month of July!

Universe
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Did you know that The World-Spectator can supply you
with custom print products for your farm including:

CUSTOM
PRINTED
PRODUCTS
for your farm!

CARBONLESS FORMS

COROPLAST & METAL SIGNS

Great for Invoice Books,
Sale Bills, Bill of Lading,
Scale Tickets and more!

STATIONARY PRODUCTS
Custom Letterhead,
Envelopes and Business Cards

Call 306-435-2445
to see what we can print for you!

