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UNITED STEELWORKERS

UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR WORKERS

STRONG, PROUD AND DIVERSE
The United Steelworkers is Canada’s most
diverse union, representing men and women
working in every sector of the economy. We
are the largest private sector union in both
Canada and North America with more than
225,000 members in Canada and more than
800,000 members continent-wide.
This is our day to celebrate the struggles and
accomplishments of all Canadian workers.
On behalf of the United Steelworkers and
Local 7916 we want to take this time to wish all
working people in all sectors of the Canadian
workforce a safe and happy labor day.

USW Local 7916
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SUN—beneﬁting members and patients
TRACY ZAMBORY, RN
AND PRESIDENT,
SASKATCHEWAN UNION OF NURSES
For Saskatchewan’s more than
10,000 Registered Nurses (RN),
Registered Psychiatric Nurses
(RPN) and Registered Nurse
(Nurse Practitioner)s (RN(NP),
Labour Day is an annual reminder
of the important role their union
plays in advancing health care,
protecting patients, and fostering
strong, healthy communities.
As the single largest group of
direct health care providers in the
system, registered nurses have always been perfectly positioned to
lead change. It’s their union’s support, however, that has empowered them to turn their ideas into
action.
6DIH VWDIÀQJ LV RQH RI WKH PRVW
important, and often overlooked,
examples of where nursing unions
play a leading advocacy role to the
EHQHÀWRIQRWRQO\WKHLUPHPEHUV
but the entire health care team,
and most importantly, patients.
With enough frontline staff
working on a unit, patient outcomes improve. When the whole
team has enough time to dedicate to the medical, physical and
emotional needs of their patients,
everyone feels supported. Team
morale goes up and stress levels,
burnout and staff turnover go
down. This promotes improved

performance, fewer occupational
injuries and better, safer patient
care. The end result is a stronger
health system that works for everyone.
Nursing unions also give their
members a voice, so they feel sup-

ported when advocating for their
patients.
Registered nurses always look at
a problem from a patient perspective, but speaking up or speaking
out when something isn’t working
is never easy when doing it alone.

Registered nurses
On the Frontlines of

H E A LT H C A R E
ćĕìlp_V_}!tt,!l}=!X}p!
!Xtp=X3=}tV!V!ptp!Pt
tll_p}!=X}:!=p_pMlP!tĳ
t_}:!X!a voice for their
patients:!X}:!XX_}tl!M
,_p}:!Vt!P!tĲ

WATCH:

MAKING THE
',))(5(1&(.CA/ADDICTIONS

When the quality of care begins
to slip, it’s registered nurses who
NQRZDERXWLWÀUVWDQGLW·VUHJLV
tered nurses who patients rely on
to sound the alarm.
Better care happens when direct
care providers report potential or

actual safety issues and work with
management to resolve problems.
Nursing unions provide their
members with the necessary support to ensure this critical reporting occurs. Open communication
and joint problem-solving are the
hallmarks of a high-functioning
health system, and nursing unions
play a central role in facilitating
this process.
Nursing unions also make a difference beyond the health system
by actively addressing community
health holistically—an approach
at the core of nursing practice.
Whether it’s working with
stakeholders across Canada to advocate for a national pharmacare
plan that will guarantee access to
affordable prescription drugs for
everyone, or supporting provincial community organizations in
tackling the social determinants of
health such as food, housing and
income security, nursing unions
strive to build stronger healthier
and more prosperous communities everywhere.
This Labour Day, take a moment to consider the broader role
nursing unions play in supporting
patients and promoting the overall health and wellbeing of society.
They are not just a voice for nurses, they are a voice for patients—a
voice for everyone. Happy Labour
Day, Saskatchewan.
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Labor Day has a long history in Canada
In a time when workers’ rights are taken for granted and
ZRUNHUV·EHQHÀWVKDYHFRPHWREHH[SHFWHGLW·VQRZRQGHU
WKDW WKH RULJLQV RI /DERXU 'D\ DUH FRQÀQHG WR WKH KLVWRU\
books.
&DQDGD ZDV FKDQJLQJ UDSLGO\ GXULQJ WKH VHFRQG KDOI RI
WKHWKFHQWXU\,PPLJUDWLRQZDVLQFUHDVLQJFLWLHVZHUHJHW
WLQJFURZGHGDQGLQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQZDVGUDVWLFDOO\DOWHULQJ
WKHFRXQWU\·VHFRQRP\DQGZRUNIRUFH
$V PDFKLQHV EHJDQ WR UHSODFH RU DXWRPDWH PDQ\ ZRUN
SURFHVVHVHPSOR\HHVIRXQGWKH\QRORQJHUKDGVSHFLDOVNLOOV
WRRIIHUHPSOR\HUV
7KLVLVWKHFRQWH[WDQGVHWWLQJIRUZKDWLVJHQHUDOO\FRQ
VLGHUHG&DQDGD·VÀUVW/DERXU'D\HYHQWLQ$WWKHWLPH
XQLRQVZHUHLOOHJDOLQ&DQDGDZKLFKZDVVWLOORSHUDWLQJXQ
GHUDQDUFKDLF%ULWLVKODZDOUHDG\DEROLVKHGLQ(QJODQG
)RURYHUWKUHH\HDUVWKH7RURQWR3ULQWHUV8QLRQKDGEHHQ
OREE\LQJLWVHPSOR\HUVIRUDVKRUWHUZRUNZHHN,QVSLUHGE\
ZRUNHUV LQ +DPLOWRQ ZKR KDG EHJXQ WKH PRYHPHQW IRU D
QLQHKRXUZRUNGD\WKH7RURQWRSULQWHUVWKUHDWHQHGWRVWULNH
LIWKHLUGHPDQGVZHUHQ·WPHW$IWHUUHSHDWHGO\EHLQJLJQRUHG
E\ WKHLU HPSOR\HUV WKH ZRUNHUV WRRN EROG DFWLRQ DQG RQ
0DUFKWKH\ZHQWRQVWULNH
7RURQWR·V SXEOLVKLQJ LQGXVWU\ ZDV SDUDO\]HG DQG WKH
SULQWHUV VRRQ KDG WKH VXSSRUW RI RWKHU ZRUNHUV 2Q $SULO
DJURXSRIZRUNHUVPDUFKHGWKURXJKWKHVWUHHWVLQ
DVKRZRIVROLGDULW\7KH\SLFNHGXSHYHQPRUHVXSSRUWHUV
DORQJWKHZD\DQGE\WKHWLPHWKH\UHDFKHGWKHLUGHVWLQDWLRQ
RI4XHHQ·V3DUNWKHLUSDUDGHKDGSDUWLFLSDQWV³RQH
WHQWKRIWKHFLW\·VSRSXODWLRQ
7KHHPSOR\HUVZHUHIRUFHGWRWDNHQRWLFH/HGE\*HRUJH
%URZQ IRXQGHU RI WKH 7RURQWR *OREH DQG QRWDEOH /LEHUDO
WKH SXEOLVKHUV UHWDOLDWHG %URZQ EURXJKW LQ ZRUNHUV IURP
QHDUE\WRZQVWRUHSODFHWKHSULQWHUV+HHYHQWRRNOHJDODF
WLRQWRTXHOOWKHVWULNHDQGKDGWKHVWULNHOHDGHUVFKDUJHGDQG
DUUHVWHGIRUFULPLQDOFRQVSLUDF\
&RQVHUYDWLYH 3ULPH 0LQLVWHU -RKQ $ 0DFGRQDOG ZDV
ZDWFKLQJ WKH HYHQWV XQIROG DQG TXLFNO\ VDZ WKH SROLWLFDO
EHQHÀW RI VLGLQJ ZLWK WKH ZRUNHUV 0DFGRQDOG VSRNH RXW
DJDLQVW %URZQ·V DFWLRQV DW D SXEOLF GHPRQVWUDWLRQ DW &LW\
+DOOJDLQLQJWKHVXSSRUWRIWKHZRUNHUVDQGHPEDUUDVVLQJ
KLV /LEHUDO ULYDO 0DFGRQDOG SDVVHG WKH 7UDGH 8QLRQ $FW
ZKLFKUHSHDOHGWKHRXWGDWHG%ULWLVKODZDQGGHFULPLQDOL]HG
XQLRQV7KHVWULNHOHDGHUVZHUHUHOHDVHGIURPMDLO
7KHZRUNHUVVWLOOGLGQRWREWDLQWKHLULPPHGLDWHJRDOVRI
DVKRUWHUZRUNZHHN,QIDFWPDQ\VWLOOORVWWKHLUMRE7KH\
GLGKRZHYHUGLVFRYHUKRZWRUHJDLQWKHSRZHUWKH\ORVWLQ
WKH LQGXVWULDOL]HG HFRQRP\ 7KHLU VWULNH SURYHG WKDW ZRUN
HUV FRXOG JDLQ WKH DWWHQWLRQ RI WKHLU HPSOR\HUV WKH SXEOLF
DQGPRVWLPSRUWDQWO\WKHLUSROLWLFDOOHDGHUVLIWKH\ZRUNHG

People walk down Queen St. W. during the Labour Day Parade in 1905 in Toronto.
WRJHWKHU7KH´1LQH+RXU0RYHPHQWµDVLWEHFDPHNQRZQ
VSUHDGWRRWKHU&DQDGLDQFLWLHVDQGDVKRUWHUZRUNZHHNEH
FDPHWKHSULPDU\GHPDQGRIXQLRQZRUNHUVLQWKH\HDUVIRO
ORZLQJWKH7RURQWRVWULNH
7KHSDUDGHWKDWZDVKHOGLQVXSSRUWRIWKHVWULNHUVFDUULHG
RYHULQWRDQDQQXDOFHOHEUDWLRQRIZRUNHU·VULJKWVDQGZDV
DGRSWHG LQ FLWLHV WKURXJKRXW &DQDGD 7KH SDUDGHV GHPRQ
VWUDWHGVROLGDULW\ZLWKGLIIHUHQWXQLRQVLGHQWLÀHGE\WKHFRO
RUIXOEDQQHUVWKH\FDUULHG,QXQGHUPRXQWLQJSUHVVXUH
IURPWKHZRUNLQJFODVV3ULPH0LQLVWHU6LU-RKQ7KRPSVRQ
GHFODUHG/DERXU'D\DQDWLRQDOKROLGD\
2YHU WLPH /DERXU 'D\ VWUD\HG IURP LWV RULJLQV DQG
HYROYHGLQWRDSRSXODUFHOHEUDWLRQHQMR\HGE\WKHPDVVHV,W
EHFDPHYLHZHGDVWKHODVWFHOHEUDWLRQRIVXPPHUDWLPHIRU
SLFQLFVEDUEHFXHVDQGVKRSSLQJ

1RPDWWHUZKHUH\RXÀQG\RXUVHOIWKLV/DERXU'D\WDNH
DPLQXWHWRWKLQNDERXW&DQDGD·VODERXUSLRQHHUV7KHLUDF
WLRQVODLGWKHIRXQGDWLRQVIRUIXWXUHODERXUPRYHPHQWVDQG
KHOSHGZRUNHUVVHFXUHWKHULJKWVDQGEHQHÀWVHQMR\HGWRGD\

Labour Day 2019
On this Labour Day we
salute all those hard working
Saskatchewanians and
Canadians for their
contributions
Ph: 306-435-2831
1-866-249-4697
robert.kitchen.c3@parl.gc.ca
www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Steven Bonk, MLA
Moosomin
306-435-4005

This Labour Day I would like to salute
the working men and women of
Saskatchewan and thank them for the
huge contribution they make to our
provincehs economy.

PROUDLY AND SAFELY
REPRESENTING SASKATCHEWAN POTASH
WORKERS FOR OVER 45 YEARS.

en Bonk, MLA

oosomin Constituency
306-435-4005
6-435-4008
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Paint your future in the trades

C

hoosing a career? Oh yes, a blank
canvas and a palette of colours,
DZDLWLQJ \RXU ÀUVW VWURNHV
While it isn’t easy at any age, for younger
adults with limited experiences, a career
choice, whether it’s picking a trade or a
university major, can be downright intimLGDWLQJ
)RUVRPHSHRSOHLWFRPHVHDV\
A lover of animals, my little sister had
veterinary medicine on her radar from
P\HDUOLHVWPHPRULHV$SHUIHFWO\H[HFXW
ed career plan – Grade 12, undergrad, veterinary school – and 20 years later, Lynlee
has been a very happy and successful vet
in Houston! The right choice made early,
DOOVRVHDPOHVVO\
In contrast, a childhood friend abandoned his ophthalmology practice (and
WKHVL[ÀJXUHVWKDWZHQWWRDWWDLQLWWRVD\
nothing of the potential MD income) to
EHFRPH D &DWKROLF SULHVW %XW )U 0DUWLQ
seems happier in his higher calling, and
ZH·UHSURXGRIKLP
And while that might be an exceptional vocational pivot, the simple fact is
that young adults in North America are
being systemically coaxed into committing early and investing heavily in formal
academic (university) training down career paths that potentially may not be for
WKHPDWOHDVWQRWLQWKHORQJKDXO
,W·V GLIÀFXOW WR FRPSUHKHQG DW  EXW
what suits your fancy now, may not at
RU:KHWKHULWLVFKDQJLQJLQWHUHVWV
associated with age, economic motives,
HYROYLQJGHPDQGVRIOLIHHWFSHRSOHDUH
UHPDNLQJWKHPVHOYHVFRQVWDQWO\
Given that, before you commit to spend
(or more likely borrow!) $75,000 to attend,
for example, the University of Saskatchewan for an art history degree, I would encourage you to at least give some considHUDWLRQWRWKHXQLRQL]HGVNLOOHGWUDGHV
Yes, the trades are more “vocational”
than “academic” paths, bucking the mantra that everyone should go to university
ULJKWRXWRI*UDGH%XW:HVWHUQ&DQD
da is still developing, and there are real
opportunities for good Canadian tradesPHQ,I\RXDUHZLOOLQJWRZRUNKDUGDQG
(perhaps) travel, not only can you make
real money by your 22nd birthday, but
you could also be a formal, registered
$SSUHQWLFHLQDFHUWLÀHG5HG6HDO7UDGH
well on your way as a fully ticketed JourQH\PDQ OLNHD3DLQWHU 
And here’s the joyful part: all that
WUDGHVPHQWUDLQLQJLVRQDQRWKHU·VGLPH
7KDW·VULJKW1RVWXGHQWORDQV1RPRXQ
WDLQ RI VWXGHQW GHEW WR FOLPE RXW RI ,Q
the unionized skilled trades, training is
already budgeted for by others (unions,
DIÀOLDWHG HPSOR\HUV JRYHUQPHQWV HWF 
$QGWKHZRUNLVGLYHUVHDQGLQWHUHVWLQJ
Consider the Canadian painting markets, which range from marine to indusWULDO WR DUFKLWHFWXUDO DUHDV )URP VKLSV
K\GURHOHFWULF GDPV DQG ÁRRGZD\V WR
pipelines, tanks and bridges, to high-rise
buildings, malls and sporting arenas, in
this Painters Union you could have acFHVVWRDQ\RUDOORIWKHVHPDUNHWV
And it’s a real accomplishment of
modern organic chemistry that today’s
paints, coatings and linings are much
more sophisticated while simultaneously
HQYLURQPHQWDOO\ IULHQGO\ &RQVHTXHQWO\
WKH\UHTXLUHUHDOVNLOODQGLQPDQ\FDVHV
thorough surface preparation and very

Technology has transformed the potential of painting application. Shown above are workers on Winnipeg’s Redwood Bridge applying
a “zinc thermal spray” - a process known as metallizing. In this metallizing process, zinc wire is melted via an electric arc and sprayed
onto the steel bridge truss structure to provide corrosion protection.

The Union of Painters has been responsible for the look of many of our public venues, like Polo Park (left) and MTS Centre (right).
H[SHQVLYHHTXLSPHQWWRSURSHUO\DSSO\
So, while painting your bedroom may
SLTXH \RXU LQWHUHVW LQ RXU WUDGH WKDW
doesn’t make you a painter any more
than unclogging your sink makes you a
plumber – these are sophisticated products with highly trained and skilled
WUDGHVPHQDSSO\LQJWKHP
Indeed, it is an exciting time in the
painting industry! And here’s another
golden nugget for your right-out-of high
school, university-bound friends, who
may have never given the trades much
thought: good tradespeople (including
painters) make as much or more money
than many university-educated people,
LQWKHVKRUWDQGORQJUXQ
Don’t get me wrong – I’m all for a uniYHUVLW\HGXFDWLRQ,QP\\RXWK,HDUQHG
a bachelor’s degree from Louisiana State
8QLYHUVLW\ /68 
I love my alma mater, I bleed purple
and gold – and as long as LSU beats Alabama on the second Saturday of November, I’m good!

International Union of
Painters & Allied Trades

%XW WR WKH SRLQW P\ XQLYHUVLW\ H[SH
rience didn’t necessarily need to occur
between the ages of 18 to 23 as it was culWXUDOO\SUHVFULEHG,QIDFWLQPDQ\ZD\V
it could have been more appropriate (at
OHDVWIRUPH ÀYHRUWHQ\HDUVODWHUROGHU
more mature, and with a trade in my back
SRFNHW
7KLQN DERXW LW ZKDW D FRQÀGHQFH
ERRVWHU$W\RXFRXOGEHDIXOO\FHUWL
ÀHG5HG6HDO3DLQWHU0DQDJHGVPDUWO\
you could have real cash stashed away
for your university venture, if that is
what you so choose – not so dependent
on Pops, or more likely in this day and
DJHVWXGHQWORDQV
And, want to earn real money during
VXPPHU EUHDN" +H\ QR SUREOHP &DOO
WKLVXQLRQKDOO<RX·UHDFHUWLÀHG5HG6HDO
Painter! Placing you for summer work is
JUDY\
,W·VDOODERXWPD[LPL]LQJ\RXURSWLRQV
And, only a unionized trade (like being
a Painter) is going to ensure your formal
enrollment in Apprenticeship Programs

WRJHWWKLVSURFHVVVWDUWHG
,VHHLWHYHU\GD\<RXQJSHRSOH²IURP
high school dropouts to the university
JUDGXDWHV ² FRPH LQWR P\ RIÀFH KHUH DW
the Painters Union, looking for a better
MRE ZLWK D OLYLQJ ZDJH DFWXDO EHQHÀWV
and a pension) than the one they currently have which almost always is working
DV D QRQXQLRQ FRQWUDFWRU %XW WKH\ KDYH
never been enrolled in Apprenticeship,
and despite that time in trade, they are
still very unskilled, as they weren’t menWRUHG GXULQJ WKDW UXQ ,W·V YHU\ XQIRUWX
QDWH
That won’t happen in our pipeline!
So, whether you are a tradesperson to
the core, or just a young adult considering your career options, looking for
real-world experience before possibly
going back to school one day, I would encourage you to give the building trades
VHULRXV FRQVLGHUDWLRQ$QG LQ SDUWLFXODU
try us, the International Union of Painters
DQG$OOLHG7UDGHV'LVWULFW&RXQFLO

IUPAT District Council 17
Manitoba: 204-943-2497
Saskatchewan: 1-800-322-0694
Alberta: 780-484-8645
Email: ofﬁce@dc17.ca

