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STRONG, PROUD AND DIVERSE
The United Steelworkers is Canada’s most diverse union, representing
men and women working in every sector of the economy. We are the largest
private sector union in both Canada and North America with more than 225,000
members in Canada and more than 800,000 members continent-wide.
This is our day to celebrate the struggles and accomplishments of all Canadian
workers.
On behalf of the United Steelworkers and Local 7916 we want to take this time
to wish all working people in all sectors of the Canadian workforce a safe and
happy labor day.
USW LOCAL 7916
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Painting Your Future

The sun rises on an industrial worksite that is home to District Council 17 IUPAT Painters

Above left: DC17 painters specialize in applying a variety of protective coatings as seen here with a
member applying thermal spray aluminum metalizing Above right: DC17 Painters hard at work painting a
storage tank
Looking for work? Finishing
high school and don’t have a
clear picture of your career? Did
\RX VXͿHU D VORZGRZQ GXH WR
the pandemic? Do you already
have a job but are looking for a
change of pace or the next new,
interesting opportunity?
7KHUH LV D VNLOOHG ODERU VKRUW
DJH LQ &DQDGD (YHU\ GD\ HP
ployers are actively recruiting
SHRSOH WR ÀOO SRVLWLRQV LQ WKH
skilled trades. The shortage is
only going to increase as a large
SRSXODWLRQRIVNLOOHGWUDGHZRUN
ers are getting ready to retire.
$FURVV 1RUWK $PHULFD DSSUR[L
mately 40% of tradespeople will
need to be replaced within the
QH[W\HDUVWKDW·VDOPRVWKDOI
RI WKH ZRUNIRUFH 6SHFLÀFDOO\ LQ

Canada, it is estimated that 255
000 skilled construction workers
will need to be recruited in the
QH[W\HDUVWRÀOOWKHYDFDQFLHV
2QH RI WKH PRVW SURPLV
ing trades is that of a Red Seal
Painter. Painters are constantly
EDWWOLQJ WKH HͿHFWV RI FRUURVLRQ
Corrosion is a natural process
WKDWRFFXUVHYHU\ZKHUH,WLVHVWL
mated that corrosion will cost the
HFRQRP\  ELOOLRQ GROODUV DQ
QXDOO\WRSUHVHUYHRXULQIUDVWUXF
ture such as bridges, buildings,
roads, power supplies, etc. There
are specialized coatings that are
applied to mitigate the disastrous
HͿHFWV RI FRUURVLRQ DQG SDLQWHUV
DUH FHUWLÀHG WR DSSO\ WKHVH FRDW
LQJV%LOOLRQVRIGROODUVDUHLQYHVW
ed every year to prevent bridge

International Union of
Painters & Allied Trades

collapses, building failures, and
structural deterioration. Painting
is a trade that will be in demand
IRUWKHIRUHVHHDEOHIXWXUHDVJRY
HUQPHQWV DQG RZQHUV ÀJKW WR
protect their investments against
corrosion.
Think the trades are boring
and consist of repetitive tasks
that you will perform every day
till the end of your career? I don’t
WKLQNVR3DLQWLQJRͿHUVZRUNLQ
a wide variety of environments
from residential construction,
commercial high rises, public
facilities such as sports facilities,
VZLPPLQJSRROVDQGFRPPXQL
ty centres to the industrial sector
ZKHUH HPSOR\HHV DSSO\ FRUUR
VLRQ UHVLVWDQW FRDWLQJV RQ EULGJ
HV UHÀQHULHV WDQN IDUPV DQG

mines. I am challenged every day
DWP\MREZLWKQHZDQGLQWHUHVW
LQJSUREOHPVWRVROYHQHZSHR
ple to meet and work with, and
research to keep up with the new
and advanced products that are
constantly coming out with new
WHFKQRORJ\ 7KLV WUDGH LV FRQ
stantly evolving and can provide
a challenging work environment
ZKHUHRQHZLOOQHYHUVWRSOHDUQ
ing.
So how do you get a job as
D 3DLQWHU 'HFRUDWRU" 7KH SUR
cess has become easier over
WKH \HDUV HVSHFLDOO\ LI \RX DUH
XQLRQL]HG WKURXJK WKH ,QWHUQD
tional Union of Painters & Allied
Trades (IUPAT). We have people
approach us all the time asking
how do I get into the painting
trade? With painters in such high
demand it is quite easy to match
a prospective apprentice with a
company. All that is required is
an eagerness to learn and your
local union will work with both
\RXUQHHGVDQGDSURVSHFWLYHHP
ployer to place you in a position
that works best for all involved.
Maybe at this point you’re
thinking the trades aren’t quite
for you? Well I thought that as
ZHOO EHIRUH HQWHULQJ WKH ZRUN
IRUFHDQGKHUH,DP\HDUVLQWR
WKHWUDGH,WVWDUWHGRͿDVDZD\WR
make ends meet while I attended
XQLYHUVLW\DQGWXUQHGLQWRDIXOO
EORZQFDUHHU,WKDVRͿHUHGPRUH
opportunities than I could have
ever imagined. My career as a
SDLQWHU KDV GHYHORSHG P\ OHDG
ership skills, strengthened my
ZRUN HWKLF HQKDQFHG P\ SURE
OHPVROYLQJ VNLOOV DQG DͿRUGHG
me the opportunities to travel all
over the world to learn about and
apply these specialty coatings.
My only regret is that I did not
enter the painting trade sooner. A
skilled unionized trade such as
SDLQWLQJ DͿRUGV PDQ\ RSSRUWX
nities to a person. Whether it be
DÀOOHUZKLOHGHFLGLQJRQDFDUHHU
SDWK D ZD\ WR ÀOO VXPPHUV EH
tween semesters, or a route into
a serious career you really can’t
go wrong investing your time
LQWRDFDUHHUDVDSDLQWHUGHFRUD
tor. Let’s say you do change your
mind. What has it cost you? You
have learned a new set of skills in
DQLQGHPDQGFDUHHUZLWKOLWWOHWR
no monetary investment on your
part. Yes, you read that correctly,
the majority of training required
to excel as a Painter Decorator
LV VXSSOLHG E\ XQLRQV HPSOR\
ers, government organizations
and grants, etc. As a unionized
Painter Decorator you will also
have access to highly specialized
courses that are provided to you
for no cost. These courses focus
on specialized skills required
IRU RXU WUDGH FHUWLÀFDWLRQV WKDW
allow you to work on exclusive
jobs, and supervisory courses
which aim to see you excel in
your career as a Painter. Not a fan

of academia? That’s alright! The
majority of material learnt in the
SDLQWLQJWUDGHLVKDQGVRQWUDLQ
ing provided in both a classroom
HQYLURQPHQWDQGWKURXJKDPHQ
WRUVKLSZLWKDQH[SHULHQFHGMRXU
neyman to teach you the skills
needed to be a successful painter.
Compare that to a student
loan where you are faced with
costs between $40 000 to $80 000
to achieve an undergraduate
GHJUHHRQFHFRVWRIOLYLQJLVIDF
tored in. On top of that, there is
QR JXDUDQWHHG MRE RQFH \RX ÀQ
ish your university degree. You
may face years of unemployment
RUWKHFRVWRIJRLQJDIWHUDPDV
ter’s degree to land that dream
job you’re after. Or, perhaps a
university degree is the way you
want to go? Why not fund it with
DFDUHHULQ3DLQWLQJDQG'HFRUDW
ing and come out with little to no
debt and a Red Seal trade in your
back pocket?
Not only is training provided
EXW VR DUH RWKHU DGGLWLRQDO EHQ
HÀWV$VDPHPEHURIWKH,83$7
\RXDUHHOLJLEOHIRUEHQHÀWVSDFN
ages that help cover the costs of
GHQWDO H\H FKLURSUDFWLF PDV
VDJH DOWHUQDWLYH KHDOWK SK\VLR
therapy, counselling, and much
more. You are also eligible for
HQUROOPHQW LQ WKH XQLRQ·V SHQ
sion plan to help you prepare for
retirement.
:RUULHG\RXZLOOQRWÀWLQ"7KH
construction industry is already a
diverse atmosphere and employs
people from all backgrounds,
ethnicities, countries, etc. There
are even federal initiatives in
place to encourage the hiring of
new apprentices with a focus on
ZRPHQLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHQHZ
FRPHUVWR&DQDGDDQGRWKHUPL
nority groups. The workforce has
changed since I entered the trade.
7KHUH·V D VWURQJ SUHVHQFH RI PL
nority groups representing the
workforce. Furthermore, there
are committees established to
SURPRWH WKH ULJKWV DQG EHQHÀWV
RIWKHVHPLQRULW\JURXSVSURYLQ
FLDOO\ IHGHUDOO\ DQG LQWHUQDWLRQ
ally through the IUPAT.
A career as a skilled painter
presents many opportunities for
personal and career growth. The
DGGHGEHQHÀWVRIMRESODFHPHQWV
EHQHÀWVSDFNDJHVEHQHÀWVLQFOX
VLYHHQYLURQPHQWVDQGFKDOOHQJ
ing atmospheres are some of the
most attractive highlights of this
position. The trades are booming.
The International Union of
Painters and Allied trades has
EHHQUHSUHVHQWLQJSDLQWHUVLQ6DV
NDWFKHZDQ IURP  WR SUHVHQW
day. The union has survived and
DGDSWHGWKURXJKDOOW\SHVRIHFR
nomic and technology changes
and adversity. Continue to thrive
with us as a painter decorator.
6SHDN WR \RXU ORFDO ,QWHUQDWLRQ
al Union of Painter’s and Allied
Trades representative today!

IUPAT District Council 17
Manitoba: 204-943-2497
Saskatchewan: 1-800-322-0694
Alberta: 780-484-8645
Email: ofﬁce@dc17.ca
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Labour Day in Canada
ARTICLE BY MARC-ANDRÉ GAGNON, WWW.THECANADIANENCYCLOPEDIA.CA
/DERXU 'D\ WKH ÀUVW
0RQGD\LQ6HSWHPEHUKDV
EHHQDVWDWXWRU\KROLGD\LQ
&DQDGDVLQFH,WRULJLQDWHGLQWKHÀUVWZRUNHUV·
UDOOLHV RI WKH 9LFWRULDQ
HUD +LVWRULFDOO\ ZRUNHUV
PDUNHGWKHGD\ZLWKYDULRXV DFWLYLWLHV 7KHVH LQFOXGHG SDUDGHV VSHHFKHV
JDPHV DPDWHXU FRPSHWLWLRQV DQG SLFQLFV 7KH
KROLGD\ SURPRWHG ZRUNLQJFODVV VROLGDULW\ DQG
EHORQJLQJ GXULQJ D WLPH
RI UDSLG LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ
6LQFH WKH 6HFRQG :RUOG
:DU IHZHU DQG IHZHU
SHRSOH KDYH SDUWLFLSDWHG
LQ /DERXU 'D\ DFWLYLWLHV
1HYHUWKHOHVV LW UHPDLQV
D VWDWXWRU\ KROLGD\ 0DQ\
&DQDGLDQV QRZ GHYRWH
WKH/DERXU'D\KROLGD\WR
OHLVXUHDFWLYLW\DQGIDPLO\
WLPH
%HIRUHWKHVSHRSOH
KHOG VSRUDGLF IHVWLYLWLHV
LQ FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK ODUJHU
ODERXU PRYHPHQWV 6RPH
KLVWRULDQV WUDFH WKH RULJLQ
RI/DERXU'D\WRWKH1LQH
+RXU0RYHPHQW  
/DERXU RUJDQL]DWLRQV
EHJDQWRKROGFHOHEUDWLRQV
PRUH IUHTXHQWO\ IROORZLQJ D ODERXU FRQYHQWLRQ
LQ1HZ<RUNLQ6HSWHPEHU
 6SXUUHG RQ E\ WKLV
LQLWLDOVXFFHVVWKH$PHULFDQ )HGHUDWLRQ RI /DERU
DQG WKH .QLJKWV RI /DERU
DFWLYHO\ SURPRWHG ZRUNHUV· FHOHEUDWLRQV RQ WKH
ÀUVW 0RQGD\ LQ 6HSWHPEHU LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV
7KH &DQDGLDQ FKDSWHUV RI
WKHVH RUJDQL]DWLRQV GLG
WKH VDPH 5HFRUGV VKRZ
VLPLODU JDWKHULQJV LQ 7RURQWR   +DPLOWRQ
DQG 2VKDZD   0RQWUHDO  6W&DWKDULQHV
  +DOLID[   2WWDZDDQG9DQFRXYHU
 DQG/RQGRQ  
$VWKHHYHQWJUHZPRUH
SRSXODU QDWLRQZLGH ODERXU RUJDQL]DWLRQV SUHVVXUHG JRYHUQPHQWV WR
GHFODUH WKH ÀUVW 0RQGD\
LQ 6HSWHPEHU D VWDWXWRU\
KROLGD\ VHH1DWLRQDO+ROLGD\V  7KHLU LPSDFW ZDV
VLJQLÀFDQW HQRXJK WKDW
WKH 5R\DO &RPPLVVLRQ RQ
WKH5HODWLRQVRI/DERUDQG
&DSLWDO LQ &DQDGD ²
 UHFRPPHQGHGWKDWWKH
IHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWHVWDEOLVKD´ODERXUGD\µ%HIRUH
WKLV WKH GD\ KDG RIÀFLDO
VWDWXV LQ RQO\ D IHZ PXQLFLSDOLWLHV 0RQWUHDO IRU
H[DPSOHGHFODUHGLWDFLYLF
KROLGD\LQ
,Q 0DUFK DQG $SULO
PRUHWKDQODERXU
RUJDQL]DWLRQV IURP 2QWDULR4XHEHF1HZ%UXQVZLFN  0DQLWRED DQG %ULWLVK &ROXPELD SHWLWLRQHG
SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV 7KHVH
JURXSV LQFOXGHG VHYHUDO
UHJLRQDO WUDGH DQG ODERXU
FRXQFLOV DV ZHOO DV ORFDO
DVVHPEOLHV RI WKH .QLJKWV
RI/DERU7KH\EDVHGWKHLU
OREE\LQJ PRYHPHQW RQ
VLPLODU LQLWLDWLYHV IURP

$PHULFDQ XQLRQV ,Q WKH
+RXVHRI&RPPRQVDELOO
VSRQVRUHG E\ 3ULPH 0LQLVWHU-RKQ7KRPSVRQ
prompted
the
debate
DERXW WKH KROLGD\·V OHJDO
VWDWXV LQ 0D\  7KH
+RXVHSDVVHGDQDPHQGHG
KROLGD\ODZZLWKRXWPDMRU
GLVFXVVLRQ,WUHFHLYHGUR\DO DVVHQW RQ  -XO\ 7KH
8QLWHG6WDWHVIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQW DOVR UHFRJQL]HG
WKHKROLGD\LQ
7KH SURYLQFHV KDG QR
FKRLFHEXWWRDGDSW)RUH[DPSOH4XHEHFSDUOLDPHQWDULDQVDQQRXQFHGWKDWWKH
SURYLQFH·V FRXUWV ZRXOG
QRWVLWRQWKHÀUVW0RQGD\
LQ 6HSWHPEHU RI WKDW \HDU
,W ZDVQ·W XQWLO  WKDW
WKH SURYLQFH JUDQWHG WKH
KROLGD\OHJDOVWDWXVRUGHULQJVFKRROERDUGVWRGHOD\
WKH VWDUW RI FODVVHV XQWLO
DIWHU WKH ÀUVW 0RQGD\ LQ
6HSWHPEHU
&DQDGLDQV FHOHEUDWHG
/DERXU 'D\ ZLWK PXFK
FHUHPRQ\ RQ  6HSWHPEHU  ,Q 0RQWUHDO WKH
FLW\·V 7UDGHV DQG /DERXU
&RQJUHVV SOD\HG D NH\
UROH LQ RUJDQL]LQJ HYHQWV
IRU WKH GD\ $ SDUDGH VHW

RXW IURP WKH &KDPS GH
0DUV SDUN DW  DP ,WV
GLYLVLRQV JURXSHG WRJHWKHUXQLRQVUHSUHVHQWLQJWKH
VDPH WUDGH 7KH *UDQGH

+HUPLQH ORFDO DVVHPEO\
RIWKH.QLJKWVRI/DERUOHG
WKHZD\,WJXLGHGSDUWLFLSDQWVWRDSDUNZKHUHWKH\
KHOG VSHHFKHV JDPHV DQG

D SLFQLF ,Q 4XHEHF &LW\
WKH 7UDGHV DQG /DERXU
&RQJUHVV FKRVH LQVWHDG
WR KROG D PDVV IROORZHG

E\ HQWHUWDLQPHQW 7KLV LQFOXGHGELF\FOH FRPSHWLWLRQV IRRW UDFHV DQG D ODFURVVHPDWFK

Happy Labour Day!
This Labour Day I would like to salute the
working men and women of Saskatchewan
and thank them for the huge contribution
you make to your communities and to our
province’s economy.

Steven Bonk, MLA
for Moosomin Constituency
622 Main St., Moosomin, SK
Phone 306-435-4005
Fax: 306-435-4008
Ofﬁce Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. - 12 noon
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

SASKATCHEWAN JOINT BOARD
RETAIL WHOLESALE AND
DEPARTMENT STORE UNION
Workers or labourers are an inseparable part
of the society, and on a larger scale, of the
nation. We all are heavily dependent on the
contribution of everyone surrounding us, so
we also must give back to them in return. On
Labour Day, May Day, or International
Workers’ Day, we can pay our respect to their
efforts and celebrate their jobs without creating
any discrimination among them.
Sending our appreciation and respect to
the workers of every ¿eld.
Happy Labour Day!

LIUNA Local 180 would like to thank the hard
working people of Saskatchewan this Labour Day.
6QIGVJGTYGYKNNEQPVKPWGVJGƒIJVHQTUCHGTYQTMKPI
conditions and better wages

306.525.2336
www.local180.ca
LIUNA LOCAL 180
2206 E Emmett Hall Road
Regina, SK
S4N 3M3
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LODGE 555 SALUTES
ALL WORKERS THIS LABOUR DAY
The Boilermakers, with our contractors, construct and maintain heavy
industry across Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Northwestern Ontario.
On this Labour Day we recognize the valuable contributions that
our fellow workers and producers make in agriculture, potash, power
generation and oil everyday to the Western Canadian economy.
This year especially, we honour the hard work, dedication, and sacriﬁce
of our healthcare professionals. Thank You!

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY LABOUR DAY
REGINA - TEL: 306-949-4452
WINNIPEG - TEL: 204-987-9200
THUNDER BAY - TEL: 807-623-8186

www.555.boilermaker.ca

Monday, August 30, 2021

15

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

LABOUR

DAY
SUN: Essential workers making the
difference during the pandemic
Since the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic, essential workers
have been busy keeping
the world moving. Unlike so many Canadians
who have been encouraged to stay safe at home,
essential workers have
donned their uniforms
and masks. and braved
the ever-changing COVID-19 world. They’ve
weathered
constantly
evolving rules from their
employers and governments, shown up for
work as case numbers
climbed, and kept our
hospitals
functioning,
our grocery stores open,
and our gas stations
running. Canada’s organized labour force—
unionized or not—is the
unsung hero of the pandemic and this Labour
Day, it’s important to recognize all these workers

have done.
However, these heroes
are not tireless. Eighteen
months of pressure have
left their mark. For registered nurses, the stress
of heavy patient loads,

stretched resources, long
hours, ballooning—and
sometimes mandated—
overtime hours are contributing to an increasing
rate of burnout. In Saskatchewan, almost one-

LQÀYH UHJLVWHUHG QXUVHV
are eligible to retire at
any time, which would
further threaten the stability of a healthcare
system that was on life
support long before the

pandemic began.
To help remove some
of the stress born by Saskatchewan’s registered
nurses—and the province’s entire workforce—
is to help the population

stay healthy and well.
One of the most effective tools in the toolER[HVLQWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW
COVID-19 is receiving
a COVID-19 vaccination. Immunization has
been proven to limit the
spread of the virus and
keep symptoms mild in
those who do become infected, thus keeping Saskatchewan’s
hospitals
and ICUs open. Beyond
healthcare, choosing to
become fully vaccinated
keeps communities safe,
protecting the essential
workers who have so
bravely worked throughout the pandemic to
maintain our way of life.
This Labour Day, when
recognizing all organized
labour has done for you,
consider becoming fully
vaccinated to thank Saskatchewan’s work force
for all they do today.

THANK YOU
To Saskatchewan’s more than 10,000
Registered Nurses, Registered
Psychiatric Nurses and Nurse
Practitioners, and to all of your
healthcare team colleagues.
Saskatchewan could not have
got through this pandemic
without you.

Happy Labour Day!

makingthedifference.ca/addictions
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Labour Day: the holiday Canada gave the world
Welcome to Labour Day,
the holiday that is so much
a part of our culture that
Canadians rarely pause to
consider its true purpose
and meaning.
Today, Labour Day is often more associated with
fairs and festivals, and
a last summer weekend
at the cottage, than with
what it was meant to be—a
heartfelt celebration of
workers and their families.
That’s too bad, but perhaps not surprising. In a
way, the holiday has become a victim of the labour
movement’s enduring success in improving the lives
of working Canadians.
Today we take paid
holidays, safe work places, medical care, unemployment insurance, fair
hours, union wages and
‘the weekend’ for granted.
But how many of these
advances would have happened if it were not for the
long-forgotten heroes who
fought so hard to make
unions, and Labour Day, a
UHDOLW\LQWKHÀUVWSODFH"
Labour Day began in
Canada on April 15, 1872, a
PHUH ÀYH \HDUV DIWHU &RQfederation. On that historic
day the Toronto Trades Assembly, the original central
labour body in Canada, orJDQL]HG WKH FRXQWU\·V ÀUVW
VLJQLÀFDQW ¶ZRUNHUV GHPonstration.’
At the time trade unions

were still illegal, and authorities still tried to repress them, even though
laws against “criminal
conspiracy” to disrupt
trade unions had already
been abolished in Britain.
Despite the obstacles,
the assembly had emerged
as an important force in
Toronto. It spoke out on
behalf of working people,
encouraged union organization and acted as a
watchdog when workers
were exploited. Occasionally, it also mediated disputes between employers
and employees.
By the time the landmark parade was organized in 1872 the assembly
had a membership of 27
unions, representing wood
workers, builders, carriage
makers and metal workers, plus an assortment of
other trades ranging from
bakers to cigar makers.
One of the prime reasons
for organizing the demonstration was to demand
the release of 24 leaders of
the Toronto Typographical Union (TTU), who had
been imprisoned for the
“crime” of striking to gain
a nine-hour working day.
The event took on a life
of its own and was one
that authorities could not
ignore.
Held on Thanksgiving
Day, which was then observed in the spring, the

parade featured throngs
of workers and a crowd
estimated at 10,000 Torontonians who applauded
as the unionists marched
proudly
through
the
streets, accompanied by
four bands. In speeches
that followed, trade union
leaders demanded freedom for the TTU prisoners
and better conditions for
all workers.
,W ZDV D GHÀQLQJ PRment in Canadian labour
history, opening the door
to the formation of the
broader Canadian labour
movement over the next
decade and sowing the
roots of what is now an
annual workers’ holiday
around the world.
The Toronto parade inspired leaders in Ottawa to
stage a similar event. A few
months later, on September 3, 1872, seven unions
in the nation’s capital organized a parade more than
a mile long, headed by an
DUWLOOHU\ EDQG DQG ÁDQNHG
E\FLW\ÀUHPDQ
The Ottawa parade
passed the home of Sir
John A. MacDonald, the
prime minister. He was
hoisted into a carriage and
taken to City Hall where,
by torch light, he made a
ringing promise to sweep
away “such barbarous
laws” as those invoked to
imprison the TTU workers
in Toronto.

The ‘Old Chieftain’ kept
his word. Before the year
was out the hated laws
were gone from the statute
books in Canada.
In 1873 the Toronto
Trades Assembly called a
national convention and
VHW XS WKH ÀUVW QDWLRQDO
central organization, the
Canadian Labour Union
(CLU), which in 1886 became the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada
(TLC), which was one
of the forerunners of the
present Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC), now the
major national labour or-

ganization in Canada.
Labour Day celebrations
in the United States began
in the 1880s, inspired by
the beginnings made in
Canada.
Initially, Labour Day was
celebrated in the spring but
that did not last long. After it was declared a legal
holiday by the Parliament
of Canada on July 23, 1894,
the celebration was moved
to the early fall, where it
has remained ever since.
Around the world today
Labour Day is celebrated
at different times. In Europe, Latin America, Af-

rica and Asia it is known
as “May Day” - or International Workers’ Day - and
it is celebrated on May 1.
In New Zealand, it is held
on the fourth Monday in
October, and in Australia
the date varies from state
to state across the country.
But wherever it is celebrated, the purpose remains the same. In the
same spirit it began so
many years ago, it remains
DGD\WKDWDIÀUPVWKHGLJnity and honour of working people everywhere.
NUPGE

Happy Labour Day
As you enjoy your long weekend, take time to remember the
labour movement pioneers who have helped to secure the
rights and beneﬁts we enjoy today in Canada!

Regina
2551 Albert Street North
306-585-0900

Saskatoon
3730 Kinnear Place
306-382-4355

UNITED FOOD & COMMERCIAL WORKERS LOCAL 1400
A diverse and inclusive union for all workers
CELEBRATING LABOUR DAY 2021
THROUGHOUT SASKATCHEWAN

Premium Copy Paper
$59/CASE
$61/CASE
Picked up at the
Delivered to your

World-Spectator Office

location in Moosomin

306-435-2445

world_spectator@sasktel.net
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1872 demonstrations in Canada led to rights we enjoy today
In a time when workers’ rights are taken for
granted and even workHUV·EHQHÀWVKDYHFRPHWR
EH H[SHFWHG LW·V QR ZRQder that the origins of LaERXU 'D\ DUH FRQÀQHG WR
the history books. What
evolved into just another
summer holiday began as
D ZRUNLQJ FODVV VWUXJJOH
and massive demonstration of solidarity in the
streets of Toronto.
&DQDGD ZDV FKDQJLQJ
UDSLGO\GXULQJWKHVHFRQG
KDOI RI WKH WK FHQWXU\
,PPLJUDWLRQ ZDV LQFUHDVLQJ FLWLHV ZHUH JHWWLQJ
FURZGHG DQG LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQZDVGUDVWLFDOO\DOWHULQJWKHFRXQWU\·VHFRQRP\DQGZRUNIRUFH
$V PDFKLQHV EHJDQ WR
UHSODFHRUDXWRPDWHPDQ\
ZRUN SURFHVVHV HPSOR\ees found they no longer
KDG VSHFLDO VNLOOV WR RͿHU
HPSOR\HUV:RUNHUVFRXOG
HDVLO\ EH UHSODFHG LI WKH\
FRPSODLQHG RU GLVVHQWHG
and so were often unable
to speak out against low
ZDJHV ORQJ ZRUN ZHHNV
and deplorable working
FRQGLWLRQV
7KLV LV WKH FRQWH[W DQG
setting for what is generDOO\ FRQVLGHUHG &DQDGD·V
ÀUVW /DERXU 'D\ HYHQW LQ
 $W WKH WLPH XQLRQV
ZHUH LOOHJDO LQ &DQDGD
ZKLFK ZDV VWLOO RSHUDWLQJ
XQGHU DQ DUFKDLF %ULWLVK
law already abolished in
England.
For over three years the
Toronto Printers Union
had been lobbying its employers for a shorter work
week. Inspired by workers in Hamilton who had
begun the movement for
DQLQHKRXUZRUNGD\WKH
Toronto printers threatened to strike if their demands weren’t met. After
repeatedly being ignored
E\ WKHLU HPSOR\HUV WKH
ZRUNHUV WRRN EROG DFWLRQ
DQG RQ 0DUFK  
they went on strike.
Toronto’s publishing industry was paralyzed and
the printers soon had the
support of other workHUV 2Q$SULO  D JURXS
RIZRUNHUVPDUFKHG

Happy
Labour
Day!

A Labor Day procession in Winnipeg in 1908.
through the streets in a
show of solidarity. They
SLFNHGXSHYHQPRUHVXSporters along the way
and by the time they
UHDFKHG WKHLU GHVWLQDWLRQ
RI4XHHQ·V3DUNWKHLUSDUDGH KDG  SDUWLFLpants—one tenth of the
FLW\·VSRSXODWLRQ
The employers were
IRUFHG WR WDNH QRWLFH /HG
E\*HRUJH%URZQIRXQGer of the Toronto Globe
DQG QRWDEOH /LEHUDO WKH
publishers
retaliated.
%URZQ EURXJKW LQ ZRUNers from nearby towns to
UHSODFH WKH SULQWHUV +H
HYHQ WRRN OHJDO DFWLRQ WR
quell the strike and had
WKHVWULNHOHDGHUVFKDUJHG
DQG DUUHVWHG IRU FULPLQDO
FRQVSLUDF\
Conservative
Prime
0LQLVWHU -RKQ $ 0DFGRQDOG ZDV ZDWFKLQJ WKH
HYHQWVXQIROGDQGTXLFNO\
VDZ WKH SROLWLFDO EHQHÀW

of siding with the workHUV0DFGRQDOGVSRNHRXW
DJDLQVW %URZQ·V DFWLRQV
DW D SXEOLF GHPRQVWUDWLRQ DW &LW\ +DOO JDLQLQJ
the support of the workers and embarrassing his
/LEHUDO ULYDO 0DFGRQDOG
passed the Trade Union
$FW ZKLFK UHSHDOHG WKH
RXWGDWHG %ULWLVK ODZ DQG
GHFULPLQDOL]HG XQLRQV
The strike leaders were released from jail.
The workers still did
not obtain their immediate goals of a shorter work
ZHHN ,Q IDFW PDQ\ VWLOO
ORVW WKHLU MRE 7KH\ GLG
KRZHYHUGLVFRYHUKRZWR
regain the power they lost
LQWKHLQGXVWULDOL]HGHFRQomy. Their strike proved
WKDW ZRUNHUV FRXOG JDLQ
the attention of their emSOR\HUV WKH SXEOLF DQG
PRVW LPSRUWDQWO\ WKHLU
SROLWLFDO OHDGHUV LI WKH\
worked together. The

Happy
Labour Day!
Thank you to all the
hard working women and
men of Saskatchewan,
as well as the employers,
who have helped
build this province
and have contributed
to our quality of life.

Daryl Harrison MLA Cannington 306-443-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

´1LQH+RXU 0RYHPHQWµ
DV LW EHFDPH NQRZQ
spread to other Canadian
FLWLHV DQG D VKRUWHU ZRUN

ZHHNEHFDPHWKHSULPDU\
demand of union workers
in the years following the
Toronto strike.

The parade that was
held in support of the
VWULNHUV FDUULHG RYHU LQWR
DQ DQQXDO FHOHEUDWLRQ RI
worker’s rights and was
DGRSWHGLQFLWLHVWKURXJKout Canada. The parades
demonstrated
solidarLW\ ZLWK GLͿHUHQW XQLRQV
LGHQWLÀHG E\ WKH FRORUIXO EDQQHUV WKH\ FDUULHG
,Q  XQGHU PRXQWLQJ
pressure from the workLQJ FODVV 3ULPH 0LQLVWHU
Sir John Thompson deFODUHG /DERXU 'D\ D QDtional holiday.
2YHU WLPH /DERXU 'D\
strayed from its origins
and evolved into a popuODU FHOHEUDWLRQ HQMR\HG
E\ WKH PDVVHV ,W EHFDPH
YLHZHGDVWKHODVWFHOHEUDWLRQRIVXPPHUDWLPHIRU
SLFQLFV EDUEHFXHV DQG
shopping.
No matter where you
ÀQG \RXUVHOI WKLV /DERXU
'D\ WDNH D PLQXWH WR
think about Canada’s laERXU SLRQHHUV 7KHLU DFtions laid the foundations
for future labour movements and helped workHUV VHFXUH WKH ULJKWV DQG
EHQHÀWVHQMR\HGWRGD\

United Association of Plumbers & Pipefitters

U.A. Local 179
402 Solomon Drive | Regina, SK | S4N 5A8

306-569-0624
www.ualocal179.ca
Established in 1906 to represent Saskatchewan Plumbers,
Pipefitters, Welders, Sprinklerfitters, Instrumentation Mechanics
and Gasfitters. Members are engaged in fabrication, Installation,
Maintenance and servicingof all form of process piping systems

Mike McLean

Brandon Faul

Mitch Grenier
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LABOUR

DAY
Looking forward to Labour Day
The meaning behind some parts of our
history tends to fade from our collective
memory over time. This is certainly the
case for Labour Day, a holiday that has
WDNHQRQDZKROHQHZVLJQLÀFDQFHWKURXJK
the years. One thing remains the same,
however: Canadians continue to welcome
this long weekend with open arms!
Nowadays, Labour Day signals the end
of summer activities and the beginning of
a new school year, and it is a time to relax
before our busy fall schedules take precedence. Even though there is still a feeling
of summer in the air, we become more
aware that the days are getting shorter
and we notice that the harvest season is
around the corner, bringing fall scents like
hay and wet fallen leaves.
Labour Day is a time of change in many
different ways, and it provides a wonderful opportunity to roam the countryside,

Labour Day is a time to relax before
our busy fall schedules take precedence.

stocking up on freshly-picked vegetables
or biting into crispy apples. It is a favourite time of year for outdoor enthusiasts of
all kinds, with some people taking advantage of this three-day weekend to travel
HYHQIXUWKHUDÀHOGH[SORULQJQHZDUHDVRI
the country.
Yet there is a great deal of meaning behind this special event, which we all celHEUDWH RQ WKH ÀUVW 0RQGD\ RI 6HSWHPEHU
It should also be a time to remember the
origins of Labour Day, to remember that,
ZLWKRXW WKH HIIRUWV DQG VDFULÀFHV RI WKH
labour movement to improve working
conditions during the 1880s and ‘90s, this
holiday would not exist. That vast mobilization of the labour force, born in big citLHVVXFKDV7RURQWR2WWDZDDQG0RQWUHDO
grew to encompass the entire Canadian
working class and became the holiday that
we know today.

We are
Canada’s
Postmasters
and
Assistants
With a membership of 8,000 strong, we operate over 3,200 rural
SRVWRIÀFHVDFURVV&DQDGDRI&3$$PHPEHUVDUHZRPHQ
'XULQJWKHSDQGHPLFRXUSRVWRIÀFHVKDYHVWD\HGRSHQDQGZHKDYHUHPDLQHGVWHDGIDVWDWRXUMREVIDLWKIXOO\
VHUYLQJ\RXWKHSXEOLF2XUSRVWRIÀFHVDUHFHQWUDOWRWKHFRPPXQLWLHVZHOLYHLQ:HNQRZRXUFXVWRPHUVDV
RXUQHLJKERXUVRXUIDPLOLHVDQGRXUIULHQGV:HZRUNWLUHOHVVO\WRPDNHVXUHWKHPDLOJHWVWKURXJK
7KLVSDQGHPLFKDVVKRZQXVWKDWSRVWDOVHUYLFHVDUHPRUHHVVHQWLDOWKDQHYHUIRU
UXUDO&DQDGLDQVWRVWD\FRQQHFWHGWRWKHUHVWRIWKHZRUOG
2XUMREVDUHYLWDOO\LPSRUWDQWDQGZHDUHSURXGRIWKHZRUNZHGR:HZLOONHHSVWULYLQJWR
EULQJPRUHVHUYLFHVWRRXUFRPPXQLWLHVDQGVDIHJXDUGWKHVHUYLFHVZHDOUHDG\RIIHU

2QWKLV/DERXU'D\NQRZWKDW\RXUORFDO3RVWPDVWHUDQG
UXUDOSRVWRIÀFHVDUHZRUNLQJKDUGIRU\RX
:HZHOFRPH\RXUVXSSRUW
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