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Looking forward to Labour Day
The meaning behind
some parts of our history
tends to fade from our collective memory over time.
This is certainly the case for
Labour Day, a holiday that
has taken on a whole new
significance through the
years. One thing remains
the same, however: Canadians continue to welcome
this long weekend with
open arms!
Nowadays, Labour Day
signals the end of summer
activities and the beginning of a new school year,
and it is a time to relax before our busy fall schedules
take prece-dence. Even
though there is still a feeling of summer in the air,
we become more aware
that the days are getting
shorter and we notice
that the harvest season is
around the corner, bringing fall scents like hay and
wet fallen leaves.
Labour Day is a time
of change in many different ways, and it provides
a wonderful opportunity
to roam the countryside,
stocking up on freshlypicked vegetables or biting into crispy apples. It
is a favourite time of year
for outdoor enthusiasts of
all kinds, with some people taking advantage of
this three-day weekend to
travel even further afield,
exploring new areas of the
country.
Yet there is a great deal
of meaning behind this
special event, which we all
celebrate on the first Monday of September. It should
also be a time to remember
the origins of Labour Day,
to remember that, without
the efforts and sacrifices
of the labour movement to
improve working conditions during the 1880s and
‘90s, this holiday would
not exist. That vast mobilization of the labour force,
born in big cities such
as Toronto, Ottawa, and
Montreal, grew to encompass the entire Canadian
working class and became
the holiday that we know
today.
Labour Day is more than
just another day off. This

Have a
great
Labour Day
Weekend!

1st of September, let’s celebrate the success of the
workplace and think about
ways of improving every
aspect of work, so that every day is safer and more
fulfilling. Labour Day has
been celebrated on the first
Monday of September for
more than a century. In
fact, the first Labour Day
parade was held in New
York in 1882. Twelve years
later, Labour Day became
an official holiday in the
United States as well as in
Canada.
Picnics, fireworks and
many other activities organized by unions take
place during this long
weekend, to remind us of
the great battles that were
won over the years and the
challenges faced by a work
environment in perpet- ual
transition. It’s the perfect
occasion to make sure that
safety will remain a priority and that new ways will
be found to consolidate
family and work.
While primarily a celebration of the working
class, Labour Day is in-

creasingly
recognized
as the unofficial end of
summer. Therefore, take
the time during this long
week-end to fully enjoy

summer’s last effort. Make
it a weekend to remember by joining in public
events in the city or in the
country; celebrate with an

outdoor barbecue and one
last splash in the pool or
the lake! During these festivities, also take a minute
to fully appreciate the fact

that having a job enables
you to enjoy the good
things in life, while building a good future for yourself and your loved ones.

Happy
Labour Day!
Thank you to all the
hard working women and
men of Saskatchewan,
as well as the employers,
who have helped
build this province
and have contributed
to our quality of life.

Daryl Harrison MLA Cannington 306-443-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

SASKATCHEWAN JOINT BOARD
RETAIL WHOLESALE AND
DEPARTMENT STORE UNION
Workers or labourers are an inseparable part
of the society, and on a larger scale, of the
nation. We all are heavily dependent on the
contribution of everyone surrounding us, so
we also must give back to them in return. On
Labour Day, May Day, or International
Workers’ Day, we can pay our respect to their
efforts and celebrate their jobs without creating
any discrimination among them.

22091ns0

Sending our appreciation and respect to
WKHZRUNHUVRIHYHU\¿HOG
Happy Labour Day!
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Labour Day in Canada
ARTICLE BY MARC-ANDRÉ GAGNON, WWW.THECANADIANENCYCLOPEDIA.CA
/DERXU 'D\ WKH ÀUVW
0RQGD\ LQ 6HSWHPEHU KDV
EHHQ D VWDWXWRU\ KROLGD\
LQ &DQDGD VLQFH  ,W
RULJLQDWHGLQWKHÀUVWZRUNHUV· UDOOLHV RI WKH 9LFWRULDQ
HUD +LVWRULFDOO\ ZRUNHUV PDUNHG WKH GD\ ZLWK
YDULRXV DFWLYLWLHV 7KHVH
LQFOXGHG SDUDGHV VSHHFKHV JDPHV DPDWHXU FRPSHWLWLRQV DQG SLFQLFV 7KH
KROLGD\SURPRWHGZRUNLQJ
FODVVVROLGDULW\DQGEHORQJLQJ GXULQJ D WLPH RI UDSLG
LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ 6LQFH WKH
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU IHZHU
DQGIHZHUSHRSOHKDYHSDUWLFLSDWHG LQ /DERXU 'D\
DFWLYLWLHV 1HYHUWKHOHVV LW
UHPDLQVDVWDWXWRU\KROLGD\
0DQ\ &DQDGLDQV QRZ GHYRWH WKH /DERXU 'D\ KROLGD\ WR OHLVXUH DFWLYLW\ DQG
IDPLO\WLPH
%HIRUH WKH V SHRSOH
KHOG VSRUDGLF IHVWLYLWLHV
LQ FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK ODUJHU
ODERXU PRYHPHQWV 6RPH
KLVWRULDQV WUDFH WKH RULJLQ
RI /DERXU 'D\ WR WKH 1LQH
+RXU0RYHPHQW  
/DERXU
RUJDQL]DWLRQV
EHJDQ WR KROG FHOHEUDWLRQV
PRUH IUHTXHQWO\ IROORZLQJ D ODERXU FRQYHQWLRQ LQ

1HZ <RUN LQ 6HSWHPEHU
 6SXUUHG RQ E\ WKLV
LQLWLDO VXFFHVV WKH  $PHULFDQ )HGHUDWLRQ RI /DERU
DQG WKH .QLJKWV RI /DERU
DFWLYHO\ SURPRWHG ZRUNHUV·FHOHEUDWLRQVRQWKHÀUVW
Monday in September in the
8QLWHG6WDWHV7KH&DQDGLDQ
FKDSWHUV RI WKHVH RUJDQL]DWLRQVGLGWKHVDPH5HFRUGV
VKRZ VLPLODU JDWKHULQJV LQ
7RURQWR   +DPLOWRQ
DQG 2VKDZD   0RQWUHDO    6W &DWKDULQHV

  +DOLID[   2WWDZDDQG9DQFRXYHU
 DQG/RQGRQ  
$V WKH HYHQW JUHZ PRUH
SRSXODU QDWLRQZLGH ODERXU
RUJDQL]DWLRQV
SUHVVXUHG
JRYHUQPHQWV WR GHFODUH WKH
ÀUVW0RQGD\LQ6HSWHPEHUD
VWDWXWRU\ KROLGD\ 7KHLU LPSDFWZDVVLJQLÀFDQWHQRXJK
WKDW WKH 5R\DO &RPPLVVLRQRQWKH5HODWLRQVRI/DERU DQG &DSLWDO LQ &DQDGD
² 
UHFRPPHQGHG
WKDWWKHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQW

HVWDEOLVKD´ODERXUGD\µ%HIRUHWKLVWKHGD\KDGRIÀFLDO
VWDWXV LQ RQO\ D IHZ PXQLFLSDOLWLHV 0RQWUHDO IRU
H[DPSOH GHFODUHG LW D FLYLF
KROLGD\LQ
,Q 0DUFK DQG$SULO 
PRUH WKDQ  ODERXU RUJDQL]DWLRQV IURP 2QWDULR

4XHEHF 1HZ %UXQVZLFN
0DQLWRED DQG %ULWLVK &ROXPELD SHWLWLRQHG SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV 7KHVH JURXSV
LQFOXGHG VHYHUDO UHJLRQDO
WUDGH DQG ODERXU FRXQFLOV
DV ZHOO DV ORFDO DVVHPEOLHV
RI WKH .QLJKWV RI /DERU
7KH\ EDVHG WKHLU OREE\LQJ
PRYHPHQWRQVLPLODULQLWLDWLYHVIURP$PHULFDQXQLRQV
,Q WKH +RXVH RI &RPPRQV
D ELOO VSRQVRUHG E\ 3ULPH
0LQLVWHU -RKQ 7KRPSVRQ
prompted the debate about
WKH KROLGD\·V OHJDO VWDWXV
LQ 0D\  7KH +RXVH
SDVVHGDQDPHQGHGKROLGD\
ODZ ZLWKRXW PDMRU GLVFXVVLRQ,WUHFHLYHGUR\DODVVHQW
RQ-XO\7KH8QLWHG6WDWHV
IHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWDOVRUHFRJQL]HGWKHKROLGD\LQ
7KH SURYLQFHV KDG QR
FKRLFHEXWWRDGDSW)RUH[DPSOH 4XHEHF SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV DQQRXQFHG WKDW WKH
SURYLQFH·V FRXUWV ZRXOG
QRW VLW RQ WKH ÀUVW 0RQGD\
LQ 6HSWHPEHU RI WKDW \HDU

,WZDVQ·WXQWLOWKDWWKH
SURYLQFH JUDQWHG WKH KROLGD\ OHJDO VWDWXV RUGHULQJ
VFKRRO ERDUGV WR GHOD\ WKH
VWDUWRIFODVVHVXQWLODIWHUWKH
ÀUVW0RQGD\LQ6HSWHPEHU
&DQDGLDQV
FHOHEUDWHG
/DERXU 'D\ ZLWK PXFK
FHUHPRQ\ RQ 6HSWHPEHU 
,Q0RQWUHDOWKHFLW\·V
7UDGHV DQG /DERXU &RQJUHVV SOD\HG D NH\ UROH LQ
RUJDQL]LQJ HYHQWV IRU WKH
GD\ $ SDUDGH VHW RXW IURP
WKH&KDPSGH0DUVSDUNDW
DP,WVGLYLVLRQVJURXSHG
WRJHWKHU  XQLRQV UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKH VDPH WUDGH 7KH
*UDQGH+HUPLQH ORFDO DVVHPEO\ RI WKH .QLJKWV RI
/DERUOHGWKHZD\,WJXLGHG
SDUWLFLSDQWVWRDSDUNZKHUH
WKH\ KHOG VSHHFKHV JDPHV
DQGDSLFQLF,Q4XHEHF&LW\
WKH7UDGHVDQG/DERXU&RQJUHVVFKRVHLQVWHDGWRKROGD
PDVVIROORZHGE\HQWHUWDLQPHQW 7KLV LQFOXGHG ELF\FOH
FRPSHWLWLRQVIRRWUDFHVDQG
DODFURVVHPDWFK

Labour day is a great opportunity to honor all workers
and show how appreciated their efforts are! Thank you
for your continued outstanding work.

Happy Labour Day!
y!
Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697 • www.drrobertkitchen.ca
United Association of Plumbers & Pipefitters

U.A. Local 179
402 Solomon Drive | Regina, SK | S4N 5A8

306-569-0624
www.ualocal179.ca
Established in 1906 to represent Saskatchewan Plumbers,
Pipefitters, Welders, Sprinklerfitters, Instrumentation Mechanics
and Gasfitters. Members are engaged in fabrication, Installation,
Maintenance and servicingof all form of process piping systems

Mike McLean

Brandon Faul

Mitch Grenier

BUSINESS MANAGER

BUSINESS AGENT

BUSINESS AGENT

UNITED FOOD & COMMERCIAL WORKERS LOCAL 1400
A diverse and inclusive union for all workers
CELEBRATING
LABOUR
DAY
2021
Celebrating Labour
Day
2022
throughout Saskatchewan
THROUGHOUT
SASKATCHEWAN
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Labour Day: the holiday
Canada gave the world
Welcome to Labour Day, the holiday that is so much a
part of our culture that Canadians rarely pause to consider its true purpose and meaning.
Today, Labour Day is often more associated with fairs
and festivals, and a last summer weekend at the cottage,
than with what it was meant to be—a heartfelt celebration of workers and their families.
That’s too bad, but perhaps not surprising. In a way,
the holiday has become a victim of the labour movement’s enduring success in improving the lives of working Canadians.
Today we take paid holidays, safe work places, medical care, unemployment insurance, fair hours, union
wages and ‘the weekend’ for granted. But how many of
these advances would have happened if it were not for
the long-forgotten heroes who fought so hard to make
XQLRQVDQG/DERXU'D\DUHDOLW\LQWKHÀUVWSODFH"
Labour Day began in Canada on April 15, 1872, a mere
ÀYH\HDUVDIWHU&RQIHGHUDWLRQ2QWKDWKLVWRULFGD\WKH
Toronto Trades Assembly, the original central labour
ERG\LQ&DQDGDRUJDQL]HGWKHFRXQWU\·VÀUVWVLJQLÀFDQW
‘workers demonstration.’
At the time trade unions were still illegal, and authorities still tried to repress them, even though laws against
“criminal conspiracy” to disrupt trade unions had already been abolished in Britain.
Despite the obstacles, the assembly had emerged as
an important force in Toronto. It spoke out on behalf of
working people, encouraged union organization and
DFWHGDVDZDWFKGRJZKHQZRUNHUVZHUHH[SORLWHG2F
casionally, it also mediated disputes between employers
and employees.
By the time the landmark parade was organized in
1872 the assembly had a membership of 27 unions, representing wood workers, builders, carriage makers and
metal workers, plus an assortment of other trades ranging from bakers to cigar makers.
2QH RI WKH SULPH UHDVRQV IRU RUJDQL]LQJ WKH GHPRQ
stration was to demand the release of 24 leaders of the
Toronto Typographical Union (TTU), who had been imprisoned for the “crime” of striking to gain a nine-hour
working day.
The event took on a life of its own and was one that
authorities could not ignore.
Held on Thanksgiving Day, which was then observed
in the spring, the parade featured throngs of workers
and a crowd estimated at 10,000 Torontonians who applauded as the unionists marched proudly through the
streets, accompanied by four bands. In speeches that followed, trade union leaders demanded freedom for the
TTU prisoners and better conditions for all workers.
,WZDVDGHÀQLQJPRPHQWLQ&DQDGLDQODERXUKLVWRU\
opening the door to the formation of the broader Canadian labour movement over the next decade and sowing the roots of what is now an annual workers’ holiday
around the world.
7KH 7RURQWR SDUDGH LQVSLUHG OHDGHUV LQ 2WWDZD WR
stage a similar event. A few months later, on September
3, 1872, seven unions in the nation’s capital organized
a parade more than a mile long, headed by an artillery
EDQGDQGÁDQNHGE\FLW\ÀUHPDQ
7KH 2WWDZD SDUDGH SDVVHG WKH KRPH RI 6LU -RKQ $
MacDonald, the prime minister. He was hoisted into a
carriage and taken to City Hall where, by torch light, he
made a ringing promise to sweep away “such barbarous
laws” as those invoked to imprison the TTU workers in
Toronto.
7KH¶2OG&KLHIWDLQ·NHSWKLVZRUG%HIRUHWKH\HDUZDV
out the hated laws were gone from the statute books in
Canada.
In 1873 the Toronto Trades Assembly called a national
FRQYHQWLRQ DQG VHW XS WKH ÀUVW QDWLRQDO FHQWUDO RUJD
nization, the Canadian Labour Union (CLU), which in
1886 became the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada
(TLC), which was one of the forerunners of the present
Canadian Labour Congress (CLC), now the major national labour organization in Canada.
Labour Day celebrations in the United States began in
the 1880s, inspired by the beginnings made in Canada.
Initially, Labour Day was celebrated in the spring but
that did not last long. After it was declared a legal holiGD\ E\ WKH 3DUOLDPHQW RI &DQDGD RQ -XO\   WKH
celebration was moved to the early fall, where it has re-

mained ever since.
Around the world today Labour Day is celebrated at
different times. In Europe, Latin America, Africa and
Asia it is known as “May Day” - or International Workers’ Day - and it is celebrated on May 1. In New ZeaODQGLWLVKHOGRQWKHIRXUWK0RQGD\LQ2FWREHUDQGLQ

Australia the date varies from state to state across the
country.
But wherever it is celebrated, the purpose remains the
same. In the same spirit it began so many years ago, it
UHPDLQV D GD\ WKDW DIÀUPV WKH GLJQLW\ DQG KRQRXU RI
working people everywhere. NUPGE

RNs answer
the call to care.
By protecting the public through regulatory
excellence, our “call to care” signifies the
CRNS’s commitment to registered nursing in
Saskatchewan and our legislated mandate to
act in the best interest of the public.
Learn more at CRNS.CA
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A letter from the president of
Saskatchewan Union of Nurses
I love my nursing profession. I often think back to my
WLPHRQWKHÁRRU)RUDOPRVWWKUHHGHFDGHV,SURYLGHGGLrect care to the rural Saskatchewan communities where I
KDYHVSHQWPRVWRIP\OLIH,WLVGLIÀFXOWWRSXWLQWRZRUGV
KRZUHZDUGLQJLWKDVEHHQ³,NQRZQXUVHVHYHU\ZKHUH
feel the same.
,W·V KDUG WR H[SODLQ WKDW IHHOLQJ \RX JHW ZKHQ \RX
help change a patient’s life. Nursing is about those moPHQWV³ELJ DQG VPDOO³ZKHQ \RX WUXO\ PDNH D GLIIHUHQFH%HLWWKHMR\RXVPRPHQWVWKHVDGRQHVWKHWU\LQJ
RQHV RU HYHQ WKDW PRPHQW ZKHQ VRPHRQH LV UHDG\ WR
WKHOHDYHWKLVZRUOGHDFKRQHLVXQLTXHO\VDFUHG3HRSOH
count on us.
Unfortunately, nursing is not the same anymore. SasNDWFKHZDQ DQG &DQDGD DUH LQ D GLUH QXUVLQJ VKRUWDJH
DQGQRERG\LVVWHSSLQJXSWRKHOSXV
This Labour Day is particularly personal for me. When
I think about how there is no one waiting in the wings to
VDYHXV,UHDOL]HWKLVLVH[DFWO\ZK\8QLRQVH[LVW8QLRQV
JLYHZRUNHUVDYRLFHDQGHPSRZHUWKHPWREHEROGDQG
WR SXVK IRU EROG FKDQJHV³HVSHFLDOO\ GXULQJ GLIÀFXOW
times.
681PHPEHUVUHDFKRXWWRPHGDLO\ZLWKKHDUWEUHDNing stories of the impacts of this nursing crisis on their
SDWLHQWV DQG RQ WKHLU RZQ ZHOOEHLQJ 1XUVHV DUH WLUHG
DQGWKH\DUHEUHDNLQJ7KH\DUHOHDYLQJRXUEHORYHGSURfession because they are working in untenable situations
LQDV\VWHPWKDWKDVLQPDQ\UHVSHFWVFROODSVHGDOUHDG\
(YHU\GD\DVPDQ\DVUXUDOIDFLOLWLHVDUHIRUFHGWRRIIHUOLPLWHGKHDOWKFDUHVHUYLFHVGXHWRDODFNRIVWDII5XUDO
emergency room closures are becoming a grim reality for

TRACY ZAMBORY
PRESIDENT, SASKATCHEWAN UNION OF NURSES
many.
As a rural nurse myself, I know what it means to SUN
members who serve these communities, especially the
heavy emotional toll it takes when access to vital services
DUHLQWHUUXSWHG7KHVHIRONVDUHQRWMXVWRXUSDWLHQWVWKH\
DUHRXUIDPLOLHVRXUQHLJKERXUVDQGRXUIULHQGV
&LWLHVDUHDOVRVWUXJJOLQJ+RVSLWDOVDUHRYHUFURZGHG

Saskatchewan is facing
a critical registered
nursing shortage.
Every day, as many as 40 rural facilities are forced to offer
limited healthcare services, due to a lack of staff.
This is not safe. Agriculture is one of the most
hazardous industries in Canada. Our farmers
deserve timely access to safe care.

This Labour Day,

we should all be talking about
solutions to Saskatchewan’s
dire nursing crisis.

sun-nurses.sk.ca/AnswerTheCall

RYHUEXUGHQHG DQG GHVSHUDWHO\ VKRUW RI QXUVLQJ VWDII
7KLVPHDQVORQJZDLWWLPHVEHGVLQKDOOZD\VDQGXOWLPDWHO\SDWLHQWVXIIHULQJ)HZFDQIDWKRPZKDWLW·VOLNH
WREHXQDEOHWRSURYLGHWKHFDUH\RXNQRZLVQHHGHGEHcause you are working in a busy urban emergency room
WKDW·VXSWRSHUFHQWVKRUWRIQXUVLQJVWDIIZKLOHSDUDPHGLFVOLQHWKHKDOOZD\VZLWKSDWLHQWVUHTXLULQJXUJHQW
care. This is what Saskatchewan’s nurses are facing.
Seniors’ care, home care, public health, mental health,
QRUWKHUQKHDOWK³QRFRUQHURIRXUSURYLQFH·VKHDOWKV\VWHPKDVEHHQOHIWXQVFDWKHGE\WKLVQXUVLQJFULVLV
,QWKHVSULQJRISHUFHQWRIIURQWOLQHUHJLVWHUHG
QXUVHVWROG681WKHUHZHUHYDFDQFLHVLQWKHLUZRUNSODFHV ZKLOH  SHU FHQW UHSRUWHG SDWLHQWV DUH EHLQJ SXW DW
ULVNGXHWRVKRUWVWDIÀQJ
, SHUVRQDOO\ PHW ZLWK 3UHPLHU 0RH WKLV VXPPHU :H
QHHGJRYHUQPHQWWRDFNQRZOHGJHWKHVHYHULW\XUJHQF\
DQGGHSWKRIWKLVFULVLVEHIRUHWUDJHG\VWULNHV
:HQHHGDQXUVLQJWDVNIRUFHWKDWLQFOXGHV681HGXFDWRUVDQGUHJXODWRU\ERGLHVFDQOHYHUDJHWKHÀUVWKDQG
H[SHULHQFHVDQGNQRZOHGJHRIIURQWOLQHQXUVHVWRÀQGVROXWLRQV 6XSSRUWLQJ DQG UHWDLQLQJ QXUVHV DOUHDG\ ZRUNing, helping willing nurses who have left the profession
UHWXUQDQGHGXFDWLQJDQGUHFUXLWLQJQHZQXUVHVDUHXUJHQWFRQYHUVDWLRQVZHQHHGWREHKDYLQJ
)LQGLQJWKHFROOHFWLYHVWUHQJWKWRSXVKIRUWKLVDFWLRQ
DQGWREHFRPHDGYRFDWHVIRURXUVHOYHVLVWKHVLQJOHELJJHVWFKDOOHQJHIDFLQJ6DVNDWFKHZDQDQG&DQDGD·VQXUVHV
WRGD\:HVLPSO\FDQQRWJLYHXS7RRPXFKLVDWVWDNH
– Tracy Zambory,
President, Saskatchewan Union of Nurses
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ZZZORFDOFD

International Association of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron Workers

Local 771 Union Office,
1138 Dewdney Ave. East
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
S4N 0E2

Email:
Phone:
Fax:

LQIR#ORFDOFD
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Painting Your Future

The sun rises on an industrial worksite that is home to District Council 17 IUPAT Painters

Above left: DC17 painters specialize in applying a variety of protective coatings as seen here with a
member applying thermal spray aluminum metalizing Above right: DC17 Painters hard at work painting a
storage tank
Looking for work? Finishing
high school and don’t have a
clear picture of your career? Did
\RX VXͿHU D VORZGRZQ GXH WR
the pandemic? Do you already
have a job but are looking for a
change of pace or the next new,
interesting opportunity?
There is a skilled labor shortage
in Canada. Every day employers
are actively recruiting people to
ÀOOSRVLWLRQVLQWKHVNLOOHGWUDGHV
The shortage is only going to
increase as a large population
RI VNLOOHG WUDGH ZRUNHUV DUH JHW
ting ready to retire. Across North
America approximately 40% of
WUDGHVSHRSOH ZLOO QHHG WR EH UH
SODFHGZLWKLQWKHQH[W\HDUV
WKDW·V DOPRVW KDOI RI WKH ZRUN
IRUFH 6SHFLÀFDOO\ LQ &DQDGD LW
is estimated that 255,000 skilled
construction workers will need

WR EH UHFUXLWHG LQ WKH QH[W 
\HDUVWRÀOOWKHYDFDQFLHV
2QH RI WKH PRVW SURPLV
ing trades is that of a Red Seal
Painter. Painters are constantly
EDWWOLQJ WKH HͿHFWV RI FRUURVLRQ
Corrosion is a natural process
WKDW RFFXUV HYHU\ZKHUH ,W LV HV
timated that corrosion will cost
WKHHFRQRP\ELOOLRQDQQXDO
ly to preserve our infrastructure
such as bridges, buildings, roads,
power supplies, etc. There are
VSHFLDOL]HG FRDWLQJV WKDW DUH DS
plied to mitigate the disastrous
HͿHFWVRIFRUURVLRQDQGSDLQWHUV
DUH FHUWLÀHG WR DSSO\ WKHVH FRDW
LQJV%LOOLRQVRIGROODUVDUHLQYHVW
ed every year to prevent bridge
collapses, building failures, and
structural deterioration. Painting
is a trade that will be in demand
IRUWKHIRUHVHHDEOHIXWXUHDVJRY

International Union of
Painters & Allied Trades

HUQPHQWV DQG RZQHUV ÀJKW WR
protect their investments against
corrosion.
Think the trades are boring
and consist of repetitive tasks
that you will perform every day
till the end of your career? I don’t
WKLQNVR3DLQWLQJRͿHUVZRUNLQ
a wide variety of environments
from residential construction,
commercial high rises, public
facilities such as sports facilities,
VZLPPLQJSRROVDQGFRPPXQL
ty centres to the industrial sector
ZKHUH HPSOR\HHV DSSO\ FRUUR
VLRQ UHVLVWDQW FRDWLQJV RQ EULGJ
HV UHÀQHULHV WDQN IDUPV DQG
mines. I am challenged every day
DWP\MREZLWKQHZDQGLQWHUHVW
LQJSUREOHPVWRVROYHQHZSHR
ple to meet and work with, and
research to keep up with the new
and advanced products that are

constantly coming out with new
WHFKQRORJ\ 7KLV WUDGH LV FRQ
stantly evolving and can provide
a challenging work environment
ZKHUHRQHZLOOQHYHUVWRSOHDUQ
ing.

WUDLQLQJSURYLGHGLQERWKDFODVV
room environment and through a
mentorship with an experienced
journeyman to teach you the
skills needed to be a successful
painter.

So how do you get a job as
D 3DLQWHU 'HFRUDWRU" 7KH SUR
cess has become easier over
WKH \HDUV HVSHFLDOO\ LI \RX DUH
XQLRQL]HG WKURXJK WKH ,QWHUQD
tional Union of Painters & Allied
Trades (IUPAT). We have people
approach us all the time asking
how do I get into the painting
trade? With painters in such high
demand it is quite easy to match
a prospective apprentice with a
company. All that is required is
an eagerness to learn and your
local union will work with both
\RXUQHHGVDQGDSURVSHFWLYHHP
ployer to place you in a position
that works best for all involved.

Compare that to a student
loan where you are faced with
costs between $40 000 to $80 000
to achieve an undergraduate
GHJUHHRQFHFRVWRIOLYLQJLVIDF
tored in. On top of that, there is
QR JXDUDQWHHG MRE RQFH \RX ÀQ
ish your university degree. You
may face years of unemployment
RUWKHFRVWRIJRLQJDIWHUDPDV
ter’s degree to land that dream
job you’re after. Or, perhaps a
university degree is the way you
want to go? Why not fund it with
DFDUHHULQ3DLQWLQJDQG'HFRUDW
ing and come out with little to no
debt and a Red Seal trade in your
back pocket?

Maybe at this point you’re
thinking the trades aren’t quite
for you? Well I thought that as
ZHOO EHIRUH HQWHULQJ WKH ZRUN
IRUFHDQGKHUH,DP\HDUVLQWR
WKHWUDGH,WVWDUWHGRͿDVDZD\WR
make ends meet while I attended
XQLYHUVLW\DQGWXUQHGLQWRDIXOO
EORZQFDUHHU,WKDVRͿHUHGPRUH
opportunities than I could have
ever imagined. My career as a
SDLQWHU KDV GHYHORSHG P\ OHDG
ership skills, strengthened my
ZRUN HWKLF HQKDQFHG P\ SURE
OHPVROYLQJ VNLOOV DQG DͿRUGHG
me the opportunities to travel all
over the world to learn about and
apply these specialty coatings.

Not only is training provided
EXW VR DUH RWKHU DGGLWLRQDO EHQ
HÀWV$VDPHPEHURIWKH,83$7
\RXDUHHOLJLEOHIRUEHQHÀWVSDFN
ages that help cover the costs of
GHQWDO H\H FKLURSUDFWLF PDV
VDJH DOWHUQDWLYH KHDOWK SK\VLR
therapy, counselling, and much
more. You are also eligible for
HQUROOPHQW LQ WKH XQLRQ·V SHQ
sion plan to help you prepare for
retirement.

My only regret is that I did not
enter the painting trade sooner. A
skilled unionized trade such as
SDLQWLQJ DͿRUGV PDQ\ RSSRUWX
nities to a person. Whether it be
DÀOOHUZKLOHGHFLGLQJRQDFDUHHU
SDWK D ZD\ WR ÀOO VXPPHUV EH
tween semesters, or a route into
a serious career you really can’t
go wrong investing your time
LQWRDFDUHHUDVDSDLQWHUGHFRUD
tor. Let’s say you do change your
mind. What has it cost you? You
have learned a new set of skills in
DQLQGHPDQGFDUHHUZLWKOLWWOHWR
no monetary investment on your
part. Yes, you read that correctly,
the majority of training required
to excel as a Painter Decorator
LV VXSSOLHG E\ XQLRQV HPSOR\
ers, government organizations
and grants, etc. As a unionized
Painter Decorator you will also
have access to highly specialized
courses that are provided to you
for no cost. These courses focus
on specialized skills required
IRU RXU WUDGH FHUWLÀFDWLRQV WKDW
allow you to work on exclusive
jobs, and supervisory courses
which aim to see you excel in
your career as a Painter. District
&RXQFLO  RI ,83$7 DOVR RͿHUV
DQ DSSUHQWLFHVKLS WUDLQLQJ SUR
gram open to all members across
the prairie provinces. Not a fan
of academia? That’s alright! The
majority of material learned in
WKH SDLQWLQJ WUDGH LV KDQGVRQ

:RUULHG\RXZLOOQRWÀWLQ"7KH
construction industry is already a
diverse atmosphere and employs
people from all backgrounds,
ethnicities, countries, etc. There
are even federal initiatives in
place to encourage the hiring of
new apprentices with a focus on
ZRPHQLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHQHZ
FRPHUVWR&DQDGDDQGRWKHUPL
nority groups. The workforce has
changed since I entered the trade.
7KHUH·V D VWURQJ SUHVHQFH RI PL
nority groups representing the
workforce. Furthermore, there
are committees established to
SURPRWH WKH ULJKWV DQG EHQHÀWV
RIWKHVHPLQRULW\JURXSVSURYLQ
FLDOO\ IHGHUDOO\ DQG LQWHUQDWLRQ
ally through the IUPAT.
A career as a skilled painter
presents many opportunities for
personal and career growth. The
DGGHGEHQHÀWVRIMRESODFHPHQWV
EHQHÀWVSDFNDJHVEHQHÀWVLQFOX
VLYHHQYLURQPHQWVDQGFKDOOHQJ
ing atmospheres are some of the
most attractive highlights of this
position. The trades are booming.
The International Union of
Painters and Allied Trades has
EHHQUHSUHVHQWLQJSDLQWHUVLQ6DV
NDWFKHZDQ IURP  WR SUHVHQW
day. The union has survived and
DGDSWHGWKURXJKDOOW\SHVRIHFR
nomic and technology changes
and adversity. Continue to thrive
with us as a painter decorator.
6SHDN WR \RXU ORFDO ,QWHUQDWLRQ
al Union of Painter’s and Allied
Trades representative today!
6KDXQWHOOH+ROOHWW
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