June 2022

29

Plain and Valley

SPRING 2022

Mining, Energy
& Manufacturing

The sprawling Vaderstad manufacturing plant at Langbank

Vaderstad looking for workers as it expands
BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Nigel Jones, CEO of Vaderstad Industries Inc., says the company is looking for
more workers as it continues to expand
production at its sprawling Langbank
manufacturing plant.
“We started out as Seedhawk in Langbank in 1992. This year will be our 30th
year for Seedhawk,” Jones said in an interview.
“It started out as a very small operation,
built up around the Seedhawk opener. On
the back of that were the development of
the seeder, the toolbar, and then the tank.
From those humble beginnings it grew
fairly steadily for the next few years.
“The product development was on site
as well, so the business wasn’t only about
manufacturing, it also had some development capability on site at the same time.
7KHQDURXQGLVZKHQ9DGHUVWDGÀUVW
got involved, Vaderstad being a Swedish privately owned company. They were

looking at expansion into North America
and Seedhawk was exploring with opportunities for expansion maybe into Europe
HYHQ7KHUHZDVDJRRGÀWDQGJRRGV\Qergies between the companies in terms of
their objectives.
“At that time Vaderstad took a 49 per
cent position in the company. Over the
next few years it continued with a steady
growth, nothing spectacular, just steady. It
grew to somewhere north of just about a
hundred employees.
“Then around 2014 is when Vaderstad
ÀQDOO\ ERXJKW DOO RI WKH FRPSDQ\ DQG DW
that point it became a part of the Vaderstad company.
“Then in 2015 was the launch of the
iCon, which was the new product development. At that time it was more technological in terms of the equipment.
“Since 2015 we have seen much more
rapid growth in terms of the growth trajectory. In 2017 was when the brand actu-

ally changed, the colours changed and the
Vaderstad name was on the product. It
was a big year in terms of product transition, marketing of branding. Since then,
we have had steady growth trajectory, we
have increased from the 100 employees to
MXVWDERXWQRZVRWKDWLVDVLJQLÀFDQW
increase and the sales revenue has grown
substantially as well along with that.
“In 2015, we made about $50 million
and this year we will be somewhere closer
to $160 million.”
He said a combination of factors have
led to higher sales.
´:H KDYH PDGH D ORW RI HIÀFLHQF\ LPSURYHPHQWV RYHU WKH ODVW ÀYH \HDUV :H
have gone down the LEAN manufacturing path, we are working towards world
class manufacturing.”
A year ago, a second shift was added.
“We have done a lot of improvements in
WHUPVRIHIÀFLHQF\EXWREYLRXVO\WKHDGGLtion of the second shift just gives you that

SAFETY TRAINING

extra boost,” said Jones. “The second shift
is a half shift, it only needs to operate on
the toolbar line. The cart line is still effectively one shift.”

Employees needed

Jones says many new employees have
been hired by Vaderstad as it ramped up
the second shift, and more are still needed.
“We could hire 40 people tomorrow,” he
VDLG´7KDWZRXOGEHWRÀOOWKHYDFDQW
VSDFHV DQG  ZRXOG EH WR ÀOO FRQWUDFW
labour. We are still relying on contract laERXUZKLFKEDVLFDOO\ÁLHVLQIURPWKH(DVW
Coast.”
He said Vaderstad is looking for a number of skills.
“We are looking for a combination of
skills,” Jones said, “from assembly work to
welding, and we are now seeking people
who can manage and operate robots.”
Continued on page 34

H2S ALIVE | CONFINED SPACE
GROUND DISTURBANCE | FALL ARREST
CPR AND 1ST AID | AND MUCH MORE!

WHERE YOU NEED IT.
WHEN YOU NEED IT.
Visit southeastcollege.org for a full listing.
Don’t see what you need,
give us a call at 1-866-999-7372!
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Making changes
to your farm?
•
•
•
•

Expanding farmable land
Fixing drainage issues
Land use changes
Fencing

These are all high risk activities when it comes to
pipeline safety.
You may not think you live near a pipeline, but
are you 100% sure?
Prevent pipeline incidents by ﬁnding out what’s
below, BEFORE you start your work.
Visit www.clickbeforeyoudig.com to request a
locate at least 3 days prior.
Safety can be that simple.
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The mining, energy and
manufacturing industries
are vital to our province.
Thank you for investing
in Saskatchewan!

Steven Bonk MLA Moosomin 306-435-4005
stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net
Daryl Harrison MLA Cannington 306-443-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net
Warren Kaeding MLA Melville-Saltcoats 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

Sask aims
to attract
hydrogen investment
The Government of Saskatchewan is
ramping up development work on a potential hydrogen hub in the Regina-Moose
Jaw region.
The Ministry of Energy and Resources,
Whitecap Resources, and Federated Cooperatives Limited (FCL) will support a
foundation report study, developed by the
Transition Accelerator and the Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC), to provide
investors with a thorough analysis of commercial-scale hydrogen opportunities and
synergies with carbon capture utilization
and storage (CCUS) infrastructure in Saskatchewan.
“We’re a world leader in CCUS and enhanced oil recovery, which have natural
connections to blue hydrogen,” Energy
and Resources Minister Bronwyn Eyre
said. “We expect this report to accelerate
the private sector’s interest in Saskatchewan’s emerging hydrogen economy.”
The hydrogen market is expanding globally, with increasing use in power generation, transportation fuel, and feedstock in
the chemical industry. ‘Blue hydrogen’
projects are enabled using CCUS technology.
In September 2021, the Government of
Saskatchewan announced several new
policy commitments to advance CCUS
projects, including advancing opportunities for an infrastructure hub in the ReginaMoose Jaw industrial corridor. A hydrogen/CCUS hub in this region could allow
for the development of an entire, commercial scale hydrogen supply and demand
chain in Saskatchewan.
In October 2021, Whitecap Resources
and FCL signed a memorandum of understanding to explore opportunities around
CCUS, enhanced oil recovery and CO2
transportation infrastructure.

“Saskatchewan has played a prominent
role in establishing CCUS as an industry
and we expect it will leverage this expertise to take a leadership role in the new
hydrogen economy,” Whitecap Resources
President and CEO Grant Fagerheim said.
“Whitecap and FCL have the opportunity
to accelerate the transition to a lower carbon economy through our proposed CCUS
infrastructure, which will enable blue hydrogen production at a commercial scale.
We are excited to advance this study to
support further expansion across the private sector.”
“The potential for a Hydrogen and
CCUS Hub in Saskatchewan is exciting as
it would create new opportunities for local
industry right here in Saskatchewan,” Federated Co-operatives Limited CEO Heather Ryan said. “We know that CCUS will
play a prominent role in the future of transportation fuels. The research we are investing in will identify the role that hydrogen
production will play in the transition to the
low carbon economy. We are excited and
proud to partner with the Government of
Saskatchewan and Whitecap Resources on
this important research project.”
The Transition Accelerator (TA) is a
pan-Canadian charity that creates positive, transformational system changes that
solve societal challenges while moving
Canada to reach net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050. TA launched Canada’s
ÀUVWWZRK\GURJHQKXEVLQWKH(GPRQWRQ·V
Industrial Heartland Region and in the
southeast Alberta Region.
The Ministry of Energy and Resources
will support the Transition Accelerator
with a grant of $100,000 to complete a
Foundation Report. An additional $50,000
in funding will be provided by Whitecap
Resources and FCL.

Proud to serve the local potash industry
with mine-ready underground vehicles.

Thank-You to Mosaic
and Nutrien for your
incredible contributions to
our area of the province!

Universe
Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

We are proud to be your
electrical contractor at
Nutrien Rocanville
site for almost 20 years
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&DUERQFDSWXUHDQRSSRUWXQLW\IRU&DQDGDWROHDGWKHZRUOG
Canada’s largest oil sands producers are “in full-scale
development mode” on a major joint project designed to
VLJQLÀFDQWO\UHGXFHJUHHQKRXVHJDVHPLVVLRQVDQGSURSHO
WKHVHFWRUGRZQWKHSDWKWRQHW]HUR
7KHFRPSDQLHVKDYHSODQQHGRQHRIWKHZRUOG·VODUJHVW
FDUERQFDSWXUHDQGVWRUDJH &&6 SURMHFWV,W·VDNH\SLHFH
RIZKDWFRXOGEHFRPHDQHZODUJHVFDOHLQGXVWU\IRU&DQDGDWKDWUHGXFHVWKHHQYLURQPHQWDOIRRWSULQWRIPXOWLSOH
VHFWRUVLQFOXGLQJRLODQGJDVIHUWLOL]HUVWHHODQGFHPHQW
´>&&6@ FRXOG EH D PDMRU VRXUFH RI HPSOR\PHQW DQG ,

WKLQNSRVLWLRQXVWREHOHDGHUVLQWKHZRUOGµVDLG-DFNLH
)RUUHVWH[HFXWLYHGLUHFWRURI$5&(QHUJ\5HVHDUFK,QVWLWXWHRQDUHFHQW$5&SRGFDVW
&DQDGDLVDOUHDG\DOHDGHULQZKDWFRXOGEHVHHQDVWKH
ÀUVW JHQHUDWLRQ RI JOREDO &&6 GHYHORSPHQW ZKHUH FDUbon emissions are captured from industrial processes and
VWRUHGGHHSXQGHUJURXQG
7KHUHDUHFRPPHUFLDOVFDOH&&6SURMHFWVLQWKHZRUOG
DQGIRXUDUHLQ&DQDGD²LQFOXGLQJWKHODUJHVW&2SLSHOLQHRQWKHSODQHWWKH$OEHUWD&DUERQ7UXQN/LQH
6LQFH  &&6 SURMHFWV LQ &DQDGD KDYH VDIHO\
VWRUHG PRUH WKDQ  PLOOLRQ WRQQHV RI &2 RU WKH
HTXLYDOHQW RI WDNLQJ PRUH
WKDQPLOOLRQFDUVRIIWKH
URDG
7KH ÀUVW SKDVH RI WKH
2LO6DQGV3DWKZD\VWR1HW
Zero project, expected to be
RSHUDWLRQDOE\ZRXOG
DGGFDSDFLW\WRVWRUHDQDGGLWLRQDO  PLOOLRQ WRQQHV
RU  PLOOLRQ FDUV ZRUWK
RI &2 SHU \HDU VDIHO\ UHPRYLQJWKHHPLVVLRQVIURP
WKHDWPRVSKHUH
7KH 2LO 6DQGV 3DWKZD\V
WR 1HW =HUR IRXQGDWLRQDO
project is a major carbon
FDSWXUHDQGVWRUDJHV\VWHP
LQQRUWKHUQ$OEHUWD
%HIRUH JLYLQJ WKH ÀQDO
JRDKHDG WKH VL[ FRPSDQLHV LQ WKH SURMHFW ZLOO UHTXLUH DGGLWLRQDO FODULW\ RQ
IDFWRUV LQFOXGLQJ WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW·V QHZ
CCS investment tax credit,
future carbon taxes and acFHVV ULJKWV WR GHHS XQGHUground pore space for storDJH%XWWKH\·UHSURFHHGLQJ
ZLWK WKH ZRUN WR PDNH LW

CANADA NEEDS
TO RECOVER OUR

NATURAL
RESOURCES

IN ORDER TO RECOVER

OUR ECONOMY

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697 • www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Deborah Jaremko
KDSSHQ
´:H DUH LQ IXOOVFDOH GHYHORSPHQW PRGH ULJKW QRZ DW
3DWKZD\Vµ&HQRYXV(QHUJ\&(2$OH[3RXUEDL[WROGDUHFHQWFDOOZLWKLQYHVWPHQWDQDO\VWV
+H VDLG WKH FRPSDQLHV KDYH VWDUWHG SUHOLPLQDU\ HQJLQHHULQJ RQ WKH SURMHFW ZKLFK ZRXOG FDSWXUH &2 HPLVVLRQV IURP HLJKW RLO VDQGV IDFLOLWLHV DQG WUDQVSRUW LW WR D
VWRUDJHKXELQQRUWKHUQ$OEHUWD
´:HDUHLQWKHSURFHVVRIPDNLQJWKHDSSOLFDWLRQWRWKH
$OEHUWDJRYHUQPHQWIRUSRUHVSDFHDQGZHKDYHNLFNHG
RIIVLJQLÀFDQWHQYLURQPHQWDOZRUNDQGRWKHUVWXGLHVWKDW
DUH UHTXLUHG IRU WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU WKH SHUPLWV WR XOWLPDWHO\GHYHORSDQGFRQVWUXFWWKDWSURMHFWµ3RXUEDL[VDLG
´7KHUHLVDFWXDOO\DKXJHDPRXQWRIZRUNJRLQJRQ7KH
3DWKZD\VSDUWQHUVKDYHVHFRQGHGOLWHUDOO\GR]HQVRISHRSOHLQWRWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQZLWKPRUHWRFRPHµ
&&6 LQ &DQDGD KDV DOUHDG\ LQÁXHQFHG PDMRU SURMHFWV
JOREDOO\ VXFK DV 1RUWKHUQ /LJKWV LQ 1RUZD\ 7KH 
PLOOLRQWRQQHSHU\HDU SURMHFW LV RZQHG SDUWO\ E\ 6KHOO
ZKLFKVLQFHKDVRSHUDWHGWKH4XHVW&&6SURMHFWQHDU
(GPRQWRQ
´1RUWKHUQ/LJKWVKDVLQFRUSRUDWHGOHVVRQVIURP4XHVW
ZKLFK KDV EHHQ VKDULQJ NQRZOHGJH DQG OHVVRQV OHDUQHG
RYHUWKHODVWÀYH\HDUVWRHQFRXUDJHPRUHZLGHVSUHDGLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRI&&6µWKHFRPSDQ\VDLGLQDVWDWHPHQW
:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRDGYDQFHQHZWHFKQRORJ\LVLQWKH
'1$RI&DQDGLDQFRPSDQLHVVD\V-R\5RPHURH[HFXWLYH
DGYLVHUIRULQQRYDWLRQZLWK&DQDGLDQ1DWXUDO5HVRXUFHV
´:HFDQOHDUQIURPHDFKRWKHUEXLOGLQJRQZKDWRWKHUV
NQRZUDWKHUWKDQGRLQJLWLQSDUDOOHOµVKHVD\V
´7KDWLVKRZZHFDQLQIDFWDFFHOHUDWHDQGGHOLYHUWKHVH
SURMHFWVLQWKHVHYHU\DPELWLRXVWLPHSHULRGVµ
Deborah Jaremko is director of content for the Canadian Energy Centre, an Alberta government corporation funded in part
by taxes paid by industry on carbon emissions.

6DVNDWFKHZDQ V
&ULWLFDO0LQHUDOV
(VVHQWLDOWR*OREDO6HFXULW\
DQG6XSSO\&KDLQV

INFINITE
POSSIBILITIES

Do you want a career where the sky is the limit in virtually every
sector? Consider a career in the Engineering Technologies at
Saskatchewan Polytechnic. We offer ten Engineering Technology
programs that will provide you with the skills and knowledge
you need to succeed from day one in whatever ﬁeld you choose.
Seats are available for Fall 2022 in the following programs.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Civil Engineering (Construction and Water Resources)
Design and Manufacturing
Electronic Systems
Engineering Design and Drafting
Environmental Engineering
Innovative Manufacturing
Instrumentation
Mechanical Engineering
Mining Engineering

Visit our website and apply now.
School of Mining, Energy and Manufacturing:

saskpolytech.ca/MEM

School of Natural Resources and Built Environment:

saskmining.ca
@SaskMiningAssoc

saskpolytech.ca/NRBE

saskpolytech

See all issues of Plain & Valley online at
www.plainandvalley.com
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Vaderstad looking for workers as it expands
spend some dollars on inYHVWPHQWV 7KHUH LV GHÀnitely potential for it and
plans to try and exploit
those opportunities for
growth.”

Working with
communities

The sprawling Vaderstad manufacturing plant at Langbank
Continued from page 25
“We need people who
can work with robot welders in particular at the moment, but we are looking
at more developments
and more automation in
the plan,” said Jones. “We
need people who can program and maintain robots and automation. We
are looking for a range of
skills.”
He said there are benHÀWVDQGFKDOOHQJHVWRRSerating a manufacturing
plant in a rural area.
´7KHEHQHÀWVDUHZHDUH
close to the community,”
he said. “Our equipment is
used in rural locations. It is
a good place to be in terms
of being close to the people who use it, the farmers.
We do develop quite large
equipment so it is good we
do have a large facility and
a large site to be able to be
close to the conditions, the
actual areas where the machines are used. Those are
advantages.
“One of the challenges is
WKDW LW·V GLIÀFXOW WR DWWUDFW
people to the area. We realize we have a lot of small

communities around us as
opposed to being in a larger center such as Regina
or Saskatoon, but it’s still
D FKDOOHQJH WR ÀQG DOO WKH
staff we need. That is the
downside for us in terms
of managing the growth.”
How is Vaderstad trying to overcome that challenge?
“We are aiming to be an
employer of choice,” says
Jones. “We work a lot on
RXUEHQHÀWVDQGRXUZRUN
HQYLURQPHQW6DIHW\LVÀUVW
in terms of our values. We
focus a lot on the employer branding side of things.
We want to be attractive
to employees, we want
employees to join, and
we want them to stay. We
spend an awful lot of time
on the employer branding
and work environment
side of things. We invest a
lot in the local communities, so we can build the
brand so people know
who we are, and so they
understand what it is they
would be walking into if
they did come to work at
the facility.”
Vaderstad now has an

Peter
Carscadden
Funeral Service

Commitment to Excellence

306-745-3304
Esterhazy, SK
www.pcarscaddenfs.ca

To contact Plain & Valley
call 306-435-2445 or email
world-spectator@sasktel.net

operation in Wahpeton,
North Dakota in addition
to the Langbank site. “In
Langbank we are Vaderstad Canada now and in
Wahpeton they are Vaderstad U.S.,” says Jones. “We
do have our own independence in terms of legal
entities, but we do share
some resources as well.
For instance if we look at
+5 ÀQDQFH DQG ,7 ZH
share resources in those
areas so we can have some
consistency. On the operational side we collaborate
a lot and work together
and learn from each other,
and share lots of ideas.”

Need for
further
growth

There is still a need to
further grow the operation
in Langbank.
´:H KDYH D ÀYH WR WHQ
year plan which is continued growth,” said Jones.
“The challenge in the
Langbank facility will be
there is only so much dollars to invest before you

need to hire more people
again, and that’s where
there is a challenge. The
challenge for us at the
moment is to create that

pipeline now so we have
enough workers later. If
we can attract the right
people with the right skills
and qualities, then we can

Jones said Vaderstad is
working with local communities to ensure everything is in place to attract
more workers.
“We’re working closely
with the communities in
terms of how can we attract workers to the area.
In Moosomin and Whitewood in particular, we
have had some good conversations in terms of
opportunities,
housing
projects, schooling, health
care, training and daycare.
Those are the main things.
Those are kind of our challenging criteria. If we can
work with communities
on those issues, there’s
room for further growth.”

ESTERHAZY
AGENCIES
(1986) LTD.




Q General Insurance
Q Travel Insurance
Q Life Insurance
We value the continued support of Mosaic
and its employees. Celebrate your success
during Saskatchewan Mining Week!

306-745-3983
400 Main Street, Esterhazy, SK

24-Hour Dispatch:

306-483-2848
• 16 Million &
21 Million BTU
Super Heaters

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE
HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MB

• Propane Fired
• 80m3 axle
mounted
horizontal
Frac Tank

(204) 522-8451
• SAFETY INSPECTION
& REPAIR SHOP

• FULL LINE OF
TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

Next issue: July 15

A LEADER IN OILFIELD SERVICE

Serving Southeast Saskatchewan, Southwest Manitoba
& North Dakota Since 1956

Currently seeking Class 1A Drivers and
Truck & Trailer Technicians

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE
PARTS DEALER
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Sask releases latest oil and gas emissions report
Provincial oil and gas sector has reduced green house gas emissions by 60 per cent since 2015
On May 18, the Ministry of Energy and Resources published its second Oil and Gas Emissions Management Regulations (OGEMR) Annual Emissions Report.
In 2021, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from vented
DQG ÁDUHG JDV DW XSVWUHDP RLO IDFLOLWLHV LQ 6DVNDWFKHZDQ
totalled 4.4 million tonnes (Mt) of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e).
This represents a 6.5 Mt CO2e, or 60 per cent, reduction
from 2015 levels and a 0.8 Mt or 15 per cent reduction from
2020 levels.
´$SHUFHQWUHGXFWLRQLVDVLJQLÀFDQWDFKLHYHPHQWDQG
FOHDUO\GHPRQVWUDWHVWKDW6DVNDWFKHZDQLVDMXULVGLFWLRQDO
leader in methane reduction and its energy sector is one of
WKHPRVWHQYLURQPHQWDOO\UHVSRQVLEOHLQWKHZRUOGµ(QHUJ\DQG5HVRXUFHV0LQLVWHU%URQZ\Q(\UHVDLG´6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V FRPSUHKHQVLYH UHJXODWLRQV WDUJHW ERWK PHWKDQH

IURPYHQWLQJDQGFDUERQGLR[LGHIURPÁDULQJ7KLVLVPRUH
FRPSUHKHQVLYH WKDQ WKH IHGHUDO DSSURDFK ZKLFK WDUJHWV
RQO\PHWKDQHHPLVVLRQVµ
Multiple factors contributed to the provincial emissions
UHGXFWLRQLQSULPDULO\WKH6DVNDWFKHZDQRLODQGJDV
VHFWRU·VLQYHVWPHQWVLQQHZHTXLSPHQWDQGRULQIUDVWUXFWXUHDWNH\ORFDWLRQVZKLFKUHVXOWHGLQUHGXFLQJFRPSDQ\
level emissions.
6HYHUDO RI WKHVH LQIUDVWUXFWXUH HIIRUWV ZHUH VXSSRUWHG
WKURXJK WKH 6DVNDWFKHZDQ 3HWUROHXP ,QQRYDWLRQ ,QFHQWLYH 63,,  DGPLQLVWHUHG E\ WKH 0LQLVWU\ RI (QHUJ\ DQG
5HVRXUFHV63,,RIIHUVWUDQVIHUDEOHUR\DOW\SURGXFWLRQWD[
FUHGLWVIRULQQRYDWLYHPDGHLQ6DVNDWFKHZDQSURMHFWVDWD
rate of 25 per cent of eligible costs, including capital and
operating expenditures, up to a maximum of $5 million in
credits.

,Q  WKH *RYHUQPHQW RI 6DVNDWFKHZDQ UHOHDVHG LWV
0HWKDQH$FWLRQ3ODQ 0$3 DQG2*(05·VJRDOWRUHGXFH
GHG emissions by 40 to 45 per cent from 2015 levels by
 7KH ODWHVW UHVXOWV GHPRQVWUDWH 6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V FRQtinued regulatory leadership and ongoing innovation of
the upstream oil and gas sector.
(PLVVLRQ UHGXFWLRQV RXWOLQHG LQ 3UDLULH 5HVLOLHQFH $
0DGHLQ6DVNDWFKHZDQ &OLPDWH &KDQJH 6WUDWHJ\ KDYH
EHHQDFKLHYHGDQGZLOOOLNHO\EHH[FHHGHGLQ
OGEMR is part of an equivalency agreement on methDQHHPLVVLRQVVLJQHGLQZLWKWKHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQW
7KHDJUHHPHQWHVWDEOLVKHGDÀYH\HDUWLPHIUDPHDQGH[pires on December 31, 2024.
2*(05SURYLGHVÁH[LEOHUHVXOWVEDVHGUHJXODWLRQVWKDW
DOORZLQGXVWU\WRDFKLHYHJUHDWHUHPLVVLRQVUHGXFWLRQDWD
VLJQLÀFDQWO\ORZHUFRVWWKDQWKHIHGHUDOHTXLYDOHQW

6XUJLQJJOREDOFRDOXVHKLJKOLJKWV
opportunity for Canadian LNG
7KHUHDUHFRDOÀUHGSODQWVRSHUDWLQJDURXQGWKHZRUOGDUH
under construction and a further 292 are planned for the near future
&RDOXVHDURXQGWKHZRUOGLVULVLQJLQZKDWWKHKHDGRI
the International Energy Agency (IEA) calls “a sobering reDOLW\FKHFNµIRUWDUJHWVWRUHGXFHHPLVVLRQV
$JDLQVWWKDWEDFNGURSJOREDOGHPDQGIRUOLTXHÀHGQDWural gas (LNG) is soaring, in part because it can help disSODFHFRDOSRZHUDQGUHGXFHHPLVVLRQVE\KDOI²RUPRUHLI
the LNG comes from Canada.
´*OREDOHOHFWULFLW\JHQHUDWLRQIURPFRDOWKLV\HDUZLOOEH

SAPARA’S DRUG MART
Esterhazy, SK

Ph. (306) 745-6662
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

To Mosaic, Nutrien, our
local manufacturing businesses
and their employees:

Thank you for your hard
work and contributions to
our community and for
your continued support.

ESTERHAZY, SK
323 Sumner Street

306-745-2212
f210@fountaintire.com
Monday - Friday:
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8 a.m. - 12 Noon

• Tire Replacement

• Balancing &
Tire Repair

• Batteries

• Flat Repair

• Heating/Cooling

• Tune-Ups

• Shocks/Struts

• Wheel Alignments

• Oil & Filter Change

WKH KLJKHVW HYHU LQ KLVWRU\µ ,($ H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU )DWLK
%LUROVDLGDWWKHYLUWXDOODXQFKRIWKHDJHQF\·VODWHVWUHSRUW
on the state of global coal in December 2021.
´7KHQXPEHUVDUHUHDOO\ZRUU\LQJZKHQ\RXORRNDWLW
IURPDFOLPDWHFKDQJHSRLQWRIYLHZµKHVDLG
7RWDOJOREDOFRDOFRQVXPSWLRQLVQRZZHOODERYHZKHUH
LW ZDV EHIRUH WKH &RYLG SDQGHPLF UHDFKLQJ D UHFRUG
7.9 billion tonnes in 2021 compared to 7.8 billion tonnes in
2019, the IEA reports.
7KHJURZWKLVH[SHFWHGWRFRQWLQXHZLWKFRQVXPSWLRQ
UHDFKLQJDQHZKLJKRIHLJKWELOOLRQWRQQHVLQ
,($VD\VLWZLOOEHGULYHQE\,QGLDDQG&KLQDZKHUHFRDO
SRZHULVH[SHFWHGWRLQFUHDVHGHVSLWHWKHUROORXWRI´LPSUHVVLYHDPRXQWVµRIVRODUDQGZLQGFDSDFLW\WRJHQHUDWH
SRZHU
7KHUHDUHFRDOÀUHGSRZHUSODQWVRSHUDWLQJDURXQG
WKH ZRUOG DFFRUGLQJ WR *OREDO (QHUJ\ 0RQLWRU$QRWKHU
189 are under construction, and a further 292 are in “preFRQVWUXFWLRQµRUSODQQHGIRUWKHQHDUIXWXUH
´7KLV LV D PDMRU FKDOOHQJHµ %LURO VDLG ´,Q SDUWLFXODU
from the perspective of emerging and developing counWULHVZKHUH\RXVHHFRDOPLJKWEHSOD\LQJDFULWLFDOUROHLQ
SURYLGLQJHOHFWULFLW\DQGNHHSLQJWKHDIIRUGDELOLW\RIHOHFWULFLW\SULFHVµ
A solution is LNG or the global trade of natural gas by
RFHDQWDQNHU
$FFRUGLQJ WR 6KHOO·V ODWHVW UHSRUW HYHQ ZLWK &29,'
ORFNGRZQVZRUOG/1*GHPDQGURVHWRPLOOLRQWRQQHV
LQIURPPLOOLRQWRQQHVLQ7KDW·VH[SHFWHGWR
nearly double and cross 700 million tonnes by 2040.
8VLQJQDWXUDOJDVLQVWHDGRIFRDOWRIXHOSRZHUSODQWVUHduces emissions by about 50 per cent on average, IEA says.

Midwestern
Redi-Mix
Concrete
We salute the mining, energy and
manufacturing industries in our area!
• Aggregate supply
& delivery
• Concrete suppliers

• Insulated concrete
form suppliers
• Crushing

• Brakes

Thank you for
the continued
support of Mosaic
and Nutrien!

Deborah Jaremko
/1*IURP&DQDGDFDQGHOLYHUDQHYHQPRUHVLJQLÀFDQW
decrease, reducing emissions by up to 62 per cent, accordLQJWRDVWXG\SXEOLVKHGLQWKH-RXUQDORI&OHDQHU3URduction.
7KDW·VSDUWO\EHFDXVH&DQDGD·V/1*SURMHFWVDUHH[SHFWHG WR KDYH WKH ORZHVW HPLVVLRQV LQWHQVLW\ ² RU HPLVVLRQV
SHUXQLWRI/1*³LQWKHZRUOG
7KH/1*&DQDGDSURMHFWXQGHUFRQVWUXFWLRQIRUH[DPple, is expected to have emissions of 0.15 per cent CO2 per
tonne of LNG, less than half the global average of 0.35 per
cent, according to Oxford Energy Institute.
3URSRVHG/1*SURMHFWVLQ%ULWLVK&ROXPELDWKDWZRXOG
XVHPRUHK\GURHOHFWULFLW\IURPWKHSURYLQFH·VSRZHUJULG
DUHH[SHFWHGWRKDYHHYHQORZHUHPLVVLRQVLQWHQVLW\
per cent for Indigenous-led Cedar LNG and 0.03 per cent
IRU:RRGÀEUH/1*
“We do have cheap, plentiful supplies of natural gas
ERWKLQQRUWKHDVW%&DQGWKURXJKRXW$OEHUWDDQGZHGR
KDYHVKRUWHUVKLSSLQJGLVWDQFHVWR$VLDµVD\V,DQ$UFKHU
DVVRFLDWHGLUHFWRURIJDVSRZHUDQGFOLPDWHVROXWLRQVZLWK
6 3*OREDO
´%XWZKDWZHKDYHLVYHU\OLPLWHGLQIUDVWUXFWXUHWRFRQQHFWWKRVHWZRSRLQWVµ

A TIME TO CELEBRATE

UNITED
STEELWORKERS
LOCAL 7916
STANDING PROUDLY WITH OUR MEMBERS
AND SASKATCHEWAN’S MINING INDUSTRY

USW
Virden: 204-748-1592
Elkhorn: 204-845-2590

Canada’s Mining Union
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BUILDING TODAY

FOR TOMORROW
Industrial Land Development
Mining Development & Expansion
Transportation

Infrastructure
Underground Services
Water Control Works

BIG
BUILD SAFE
BUILD A CAREER
BUILD

APPLY TODAY

FOR OPPORTUNITIES AT
OUR ROCANVILLE MINE PROJECT
Email: careers@kpcl.ca

|

Fax: 306-634-7822

|
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Staff on site at
Mosaic’s K3 megaproject.

Mosaic K3—the future is here
Each year, Mosaic—one of the world’s largest producers of potash and phosphate fertilizer—mines, produces
and distributes millions of tonnes of high-quality potash
and phosphates products. Without fertilizers, the world’s
crop yields would be cut in half, and farmers around the
world look to Mosaic to help keep their soils healthy, to
nourish their crops and to maximize their yields.
In February 2017, Business Elite Canada wrote about
Mosaic when the company’s facility in Esterhazy, SasNDWFKHZDQKLWDVLJQLÀFDQWSURMHFWPLOHVWRQHLQWKH(VWHUKD]\.SURMHFWWRXWHGWREHWKHODUJHVWPRVWFRPSHWLWLYHXQGHUJURXQGSRWDVKPLQHLQWKHZRUOG1HDUO\ÀYH
\HDUVODWHUDQGWKH.SURMHFW·VQHZO\FRPSOHWHGVRXWK
shaft headframe is operating at full hoisting capacity;
SURGXFWLRQ RIÀFLDOO\ EHJDQ 1RYHPEHU  IROORZLQJ VXFcessful commissioning of the headframe and ore handling system in October, 2021.
As planned, hoisting capacity of the south shaft headframe started at 10,000 tons per day and increased to
40,000 tons per day in December.
Combined with the north shaft headframe, which has
EHHQLQRSHUDWLRQVLQFHWKLVZLOOEULQJ.·VKRLVWLQJ
FDSDFLW\WRPRUHWKDQWRQVSHUGD\
K3—The future of potash
7KH . PHJDSURMHFW LQFOXGHV 6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V ÀUVW
new underground potash mine in over a half-century.
7KLV  ELOOLRQGROODU SURMHFW ZKLFK NLFNHG RII LQ 

is an investment in the long-term sustainability of Mosaic’s operations, Esterhazy, the Province and the vision
they have for Mosaic’s North America Business. It also
EURXJKWVLJQLÀFDQWFDSLWDOLQYHVWPHQWDQGFRQWUDFWZRUN
to the area.
´3RWDVKKDVDULFKKLVWRU\LQ(VWHUKD]\DQGWKLVSURMect represents Mosaic’s commitment to continuing that
success for decades to come,” says Dustin Maksymchuk,
General Manager, Esterhazy. “We’re proud of the future
we’re building for Mosaic, for our employees and for the
communities we live in.”
The importance of potash
According to United Nations estimates, the world
needs to grow 70 per cent more food by 2050. Canadian
potash is helping make that possible and currently leading the world in global potash production.
Potash is the second most valuable metal/mineral product in Canada—trailing only gold. “The industry contributes more than $5.5 billion annually to Canada’s Gross
Domestic Product and more than $500 million in federal,
provincial and local taxes,” says Maksymchuk. “There are
PRUHWKDQMREVLQWKHSRWDVKPLQLQJLQGXVWU\DQGIRU
HYHU\RQHRIWKRVHMREVWKHUHDUHDWOHDVWWZRLQWKHPLQLQJ VXSSO\ DQG VHUYLFH VHFWRU 7KHVH MREV SURYLGH PRUH
than one billion in wages annually. Mosaic and other potash producers also invest millions of dollars annually in loFDOFRPPXQLWLHVµ7KH.SURMHFWUHTXLUHGLQH[FHVVRI
million person-hours to execute, and there were up to 500
people on site per day during peak construction periods,
VD\V%HUQLH%RXWLQ'LUHFWRURI&DSLWDO3URMHFWV².´:LWK
DSURMHFWRIWKLVPDJQLWXGHDQGGXUDWLRQVDIHW\LVDOZD\V
top of mind. Thousands of contractors and Mosaic employHHVKDYHZRUNHGRQGLIIHUHQWDVSHFWVRIWKHSURMHFWDQGZH
are truly grateful for their hard work and dedication. The

IRFXVKDVDOZD\VEHHQRQVDIHSURMHFWH[HFXWLRQVRHYHU\one can return home safely to family and friends.”
So how did Mosaic manage to sink shafts 20-foot in diameter 3,500 feet into the ground? A combination of sinking
winches and hoists located at surface, and the respective
hoist ropes operated through the permanent north headframe, and the temporary south sinking headframe, is the
answer.
´$ ÀYHOHYHO JDOORZD\ VWUXFWXUH ZDV XWLOL]HG LQ ERWK
the north and south shafts, and it functioned as a working
stage for both personnel and equipment,” Boutin explains.
“The conventional drilling and blasting method was used
to sink the 20 ft diameter shafts through the bare earth. An
excavator suspended below both galloways and was used
to load the blasted muck into buckets that were hoisted to
surface. When the shaft wall was exposed, a shaft wall liner
was constructed as the shaft sinking advanced.”

Serving Southeast Saskatchewan for 39 Years

Virden Office
Office/Dispatch: 204-748-6687
Pierson Office
Office: 204-634-2244
24/7 Dispatch: 204-522-6208
t Oilfield Trucking t Tank Trucks
t Hot Oil Units
t Acid Units w/Shower
t Acid Hauler w/Shower
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t Vac Truck
t LCM Pumpers
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t Loader w/Street Sweeper & Bucket

Q We have cranes
ranging from Spyder
crane (small enough
to ﬁt through a
doorway) to 245 Ton
Mobile and
RT Cranes
Q 27 - 45 Ton Pickers
Q Tractor trailer units
Q Pile Driving
Q Telehandler
Q Ofﬁce trailer rentals
Q Manlifts

245 Ton
Terex-Demag
5800 Explorer

with a tip height to 350'

Call dispatch for additional speciﬁcations and pricing

306.634.5555

Esterhazy K3’s North shaft headframe began production
LQ-DQXDU\,WLVXVHGWRPRYHSRWDVKRUHWRWKHVXUface and transport people and equipment, says Boutin. The
K3 South shaft headframe, which is used solely to move
potash ore to the surface, began production in November
2021. As of the end of March 2022, there are a total of nine
mining machines cutting underground at K3 that can provide an average of 50,000 ore tons per day. Another mining machine is nearing production, and three more mining
machines and more underground conveyors will be added
over the next couple years.
“A fully operational Esterhazy K3 is improving the profitability and competitiveness of our business—solidifying
RXUSRVLWLRQDVDQLQGXVWU\OHDGHUDQGDOORZLQJXVWRÀQG
new, innovative ways to deliver on Mosaic’s commitments
to our customers, communities, employees and other stakeholders,” says Maksymchuk.
Mosaic is among the most reliable, sustainable producers
of potash fertilizer in the world, and completion of the K3
SURMHFW ZLOO DOORZ 0RVDLF WR IXOO\ OHYHUDJH H[LVWLQJ DVVHWV
and make the best possible use of Esterhazy’s rich potash
ore reserves.

Because of its far reaching coverage area,

Plain and Valley is a
great place to advertise!
Give us a call at 306-435-2445 or
email world_spectator@sasktel.net

38

Plain and Valley

June 2022

Indigenous-owned Canadian Saskatchewan
potash mining
LNG project advances
facts

DEBORAH JAREMKO
There’s been a big step
forward for a major proposed Canadian liquefied
natural gas (LNG) project
that’s seen as an opportunity for economic reconciliation with Indigenous
communities and help to
reduce global greenhouse
gas emissions.
Partners in the Ksi Lisims LNG project, including the Nisga’a Nation,
have applied for a 40-year
LNG export licence and
filed a detailed project description with regulators.
“The project has the
potential to support the
Nisga’a Nation and other
Indigenous nations’ goals
of responding to climate
change while allowing for
economic development,”
the project description
says.
Ksi Lisims would be
a floating LNG project
on B.C.’s northern coast,
about two km from the
Alaska border.
Its partners also include
a consortium of British Columbia and Alberta natural
gas producers called Rockies LNG and a subsidiary
of Houston-based LNG developer Western LNG.
The project includes a
natural gas pipeline originating in northeastern B.C.
At full capacity, it would
produce 12 million tonnes
of LNG per year for exports primarily to Asian
countries like China, Japan
and South Korea.
That makes it only slightly smaller than the LNG
Canada project under construction at Kitimat, B.C.,
which will have capacity of
14 million tonnes per year
in its first phase.
The Nisga’a Nation has
been working since 2014 to
develop an LNG project in
its treaty territory, it says.
“The Nisga’a Nation,
like most rural Indigenous
communities,
struggles
with consistently lower
employment and labour
force participation rates.
Currently, a number of
employment barriers exist
for Nisga’a citizens living
on Nisga’a lands including
geography, low population
density, and jobs which are
typically
lower-income,
lower-skilled, and more
vulnerable to economic
downturns,” the project
description says.
“The direct and indirect economic benefits
provided by the project
will reduce social and economic disparities, improve
the quality of life for all
Nisga’a citizens, and enable the Nisga’a Nation to
pursue economic self-determination.”
Initial estimates are that
across Canada the project
will provide 21,000 employment opportunities,
$890 million in annual provincial and federal tax revenues, and approximately
$2.5 billion in annual gross
BY

domestic product.
The Ksi Lisims LNG
project will be designed
to operate with net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions,
which is important to the
Nisga’a Nation, it says.
This will be achieved by
using renewable hydropower from B.C.’s electrical grid, using low-carbon
Canadian natural gas that’s
subject to strong methane

emissions regulations as
LNG feedstock, and the
short shipping time to
Asian markets.
Global LNG demand is
expected to nearly double
in the next two decades,
crossing 700 million tonnes
in 2040 compared to 380
million tonnes in 2021, according to Shell’s most recent outlook.
Startup for Ksi Lisims

LNG is targeted by the
end of 2027. The project is
expected to require federal
and provincial review, as
well as an assessment under the Nisga’a Treaty.
Deborah Jaremko is director of content for the
Canadian Energy Centre,
an Alberta government
corporation funded in part
by taxes paid by industry
on carbon emissions.

Saskatchewan potash
is a critical mineral used
worldwide as a replenishing agricultural fertilizer
to feed the growing global
population that is soaring
towards an estimated 9.7
billion by 2050.
The potash industry
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Seasonal Pipeline Work
From June through October, small Enbridge work crews will begin
decommissioning of the Line 3 pipeline in southern Saskatchewan.
With the new, replacement pipeline providing commercial service since
late 2019, this essential ﬁeld work will take the old Line 3 pipeline out of
service safely and permanently.
The work will take place south of Regina to Cromer, Manitoba, and will
require a peak workforce of about 60, including crews of between seven
and 10 construction and contract personnel.
Line 3 decommissioning will involve cleaning, disconnecting, segmenting,
ﬁlling the pipeline at strategic points and ongoing monitoring, even after
decommissioning is complete.
To learn more about how we plan to safely decommission the old Line 3,
please visit enbridge.com/l3d.

To contact Plain & Valley call 306-435-2445
or email world-spectator@sasktel.net
Next issue: July 15

Gretna
Gretna

contributes $8.3 billion to
the GDP and pays $526
million in federal, provincial and local taxes.
For every direct job in
the Saskatchewan mining
industry, there are at least
two jobs in the mining
supply and service sector.
The industry directly
employs 6,000 people in
Saskatchewan with a total
payroll of $800 million in
salaries. The 2019 national
average salary of employees in the Canadian mining industry was $123,000.
Saskatchewan potash
companies invest in community initiatives, programs, and causes that enhance quality of life across
the province.
$10.5 million has been
invested in various communities and Indigenous
partnerships.
Potash is a valuable resource that has a significant positive impact on
the economy of Saskatchewan and its communities.
Saskatchewan has the
largest and richest potash
resources in the world,
and could supply the
needs of farmers worldwide for several hundred
years. Saskatchewan has
approximately half of the
world’s potash reserves.
Not only does potash
nourish the Earth, it’s also
used to make industrial
products and pharmaceuticals.
Three producing companies—K+S
Potash
Canada,
The
Mosaic
Company and Nutrien
Ltd.—operate 10 mines in
the province. Seven mines
are underground and
three are solution operations.
21.8 million tonnes of
potash were mined in
2020.
Mining is one of the safest industries in Saskatchewan, and in Canada. Total Recordable Injury Rate
for Saskatchewan potash
sector are 1.9.
Saskatchewan potash
is made with 50 per cent
lower GHG intensity than
potash produced by global competitors.
$1.4 Billion in goods and
services is procured from
Saskatchewan businesses,
and $160 Million in goods
and services is procured
from Saskatchewan Indigenous businesses.
Saskatchewan did $5.5
billion in sales in potash
in 2020, making it the
number one potash producer in the world.
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Mosaic Esterhazy surpasses one million
tons mined in ﬁrst-pass automation
After years of collaboration, development, testing—learning from trial
and error along the way—
the Esterhazy team is now
successfully running K3’s
mining machines autonomously in all three “passes” they make to mine an
area. The team began testLQJÀUVWSDVVDXWRPDWLRQLQ
April 2021 at K3, and they
surpassed an impressive
milestone in March— minLQJRQHPLOOLRQWRQVLQÀUVW
pass automation. Six of the
WHQ PDFKLQHV LQ .·V ÁHHW
can operate autonomously
RQ WKH ÀUVW SDVV DQG DOO
have been operating autonomously on the second and
third “side” passes.
Running these machines
with minimal human intervention reduces risk for
our employees and eliminates downtime, as they
can safely operate 24/7.
Automation allows employees who previously
worked in close proximity
with mining machines to
operate and monitor them
from a distance—providing better, safer working
conditions for employees,
while also providing an
opportunity to increase
production.
“Two of our main goals
when we formed Esterhazy’s automation team
in 2015 were to automate
the steering of our mining
PDFKLQHV LQ ÀUVW SDVV DQG
build the conveyor belt
automatically,”
explains
Anthony Sparvier, K3 Automation Superintendent.

“We’ve accomplished both
those goals, but there were
VLJQLÀFDQW FKDOOHQJHV WR
overcome along the way.”
Esterhazy’s
automation team worked closely
with third-party experts
throughout design and development—performing
H[WHQVLYH WHVWV WR FRQÀUP
the accuracy and reliability
of various systems. They
also worked with Esterhazy’s geologist to conÀUP DXWRQRPRXV PLQLQJ
would not have any geological impacts.
Building
operators’
FRQÀGHQFH DQG WUXVW LQ
autonomous
operations
took some time. “The

same control aspects were
in place, but the newer
mining machines and the
Human-Machine Interface
(HMI) screens were quite
a bit different than what
our people were used to,”
explains Sparvier. “All our
operators mine differently
but our mining algorithm
mines the same regardless
of who is at the machine, so
there was also some confusion and misunderstanding about how the machine
steers.”
Sparvier says the key to
building that trust and conÀGHQFH ZDV LQYROYLQJ WKH
operators,
transparently
sharing about success and

challenges along the way,
and providing training.
“We developed a training
presentation with all of the
operators from each crew
who were at the mining
machine when we were
LQLWLDOO\ WHVWLQJ ÀUVWSDVV
automation,” says Sparvier. “The training goes over
the method, algorithm and
what to expect with cutting in automation. It also
provided answers to some
of the typical questions we
were getting about steering.”
There are still some challenges to overcome, but the
Esterhazy team is excited
about the progress they
are making. “We couldn’t

have accomplished all we
have without support from
all levels of our organization—from our operators
to senior leaders,” says
Sparvier. “It truly has been
a team effort, and we’re
not done yet. We still have
more training to do, and
more projects are on the
way to make our automation program more robust,
reliable and intuitive.”
Mining machines make
three “passes” when minLQJ DQ DUHD 2Q WKH ÀUVW
pass, they set the direction and forge a new path
through rock while another automated machine follows behind them installing hardware to build a

conveyer belt. During the
second and third passes,
the machines follow the
path of the conveyer belt to
PLQHRUH³ÀUVWRQRQHVLGH
of the belt, then the other.
The control center on the
surface being designed as
Esterhazy’s Integrated Operations Center is equipped
with communications and
cameras that employees
use to monitor progress
of the machines from the
surface. They can stop and
start the mining machines
WR PDQDJH RUH ÁRZ DQG
schedule in-person checks
as needed to ensure safe
operation and support the
mine plan.

Supporting innovation
for Saskatchewan’s
minerals industry
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North American Energy Choices leading to disaster
There are geopolitical effects of obstructing and penalizing
the North American production and supply systems
A few weeks ago, there was a violent First Nations-climate extremist attack on a Coastal GasLink natural gas
pipeline construction site in British Columbia.
In a seemingly unrelated development, German leaders decided last year to rapidly phase out nuclear energy
with nothing to replace it.
Also last year, the United States chose not to approve
two pipelines.
These three major events in energy politics were propelled by the global warming crusade, which seeks to end
the production and use of fossil fuels.
A powerful green campaign against resource extraction
and transportation has left Canada and the United States
with very limited energy options, options that are getting
fewer as time passes.
In addition, the world is becoming increasingly dependent on unsavoury regimes—such as Russia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq –
for natural gas and oil.
While climate activists and their allies in militant First
Nations may cheer when oil or natural gas assets in North
America remain undeveloped, the world demand for enHUJ\UHPDLQVKLJKDQGLVVDWLVÀHGE\VDOHVIURPDQWLGHPocratic regimes. Of course, the low production in North
America aids them in selling their resources.
No matter what happens in the U.S. and Canada, fuel is
VWLOOSURGXFHGDQGFRQVXPHGZLWKOLPLWHGLQÁXHQFHIURP
those governments that only indulge the ‘net-zero’ fantasies of virtue-signalling crusaders in North America and
other Western countries.
Also, increasingly these products are transported by
trucks and trains because fewer pipelines are being con-

Ian Madsen
structed, greatly increasing environmental and safety
risks.
The result is that Western nations are increasingly dependent on unstable, unreliable, and despotic nations
and regions for these resources. All of the autocratic states
producing large quantities of oil and gas are undemocratic and repressive, with less reliable rule of law or environmental protection than Canada, the U.S. and European
nations with the potential to produce oil and gas.
Clearly, human rights are less important to the crusader
activists than their goal of ‘climate justice’ in the consuming nations.
In 2020, the United States was net energy independent
DQG VXSSOLHG RWKHU FRXQWULHV ZLWK UHÀQHG RLO DQG QDWXral gas. Hydraulic fracturing and other techniques that
unlock the potential of shale and other ‘tight’ formations
produce prodigious quantities of natural gas and oil. But
since 2020, production has declined rapidly as permits expired. More wells need to be drilled, but the U.S. government of President Joe Biden is opposed to this.
The moratorium imposed by the Biden administration
on drilling lease sales on federal lands has drastically reduced potential U.S. output. Also, the cancellation of the

SRC looking into
micro-reactors for Saskatchewan
The Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) and Westinghouse Electric Canada have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) to advance very small modular reactors (vSMRs), also known as micro-reactors, in
Saskatchewan.
Westinghouse and SRC will jointly develop a project
to locate an eVincitm micro-reactor in Saskatchewan
for the development and testing of industrial, research,
and energy use applications. The eVinci micro-reactor
is safe and easy to transport creating a customized solution for Saskatchewan’s unique reliable clean energy
needs.
“For 38 years, SRC was the licensed owner and operator of a SLOWPOKE-2 nuclear reactor, and we look
forward to building on that experience with Westinghouse,” Minister Responsible for SRC Jeremy Harrison
said.
“The hands-on experience SRC gained can be applied
to emerging nuclear technology, such as SMRs as we
consider how to best power our future.”
“Modern nuclear reactors have the ability to provide
the safe, clean, and baseload power that Saskatchewan
people rely on for their everyday needs,” Minister Responsible for SaskPower Don Morgan said.
“The advancement of nuclear power in our province
will not only modernize our power grid, but result in
billions of dollars in additional economic activity.”
“We are proud to work with SRC to provide customized solutions to Saskatchewan’s clean energy needs
with our eVinci micro-reactor technology,” Westinghouse Electric Canada President Edouard Saab said.
“Building on decades of innovation, the eVinci microreactor brings carbon-free, transportable, safe and scalable energy, while creating jobs in local communities
and advancing Canada’s Net Zero goals.”
The eVinci micro-reactor and surrounding infrastructure is approximately half the size of a hockey rink. It is
FODVVLÀHGDVDPLFURUHDFWRUFDSDEOHRISURGXFLQJÀYH
megawatts of electricity, over 13 megawatts of high
temperature heat, or operating in combined heat and
power mode.
The eVinci micro-reactor nuclear battery provides
power solutions at a different scale than centrally generated utility-scale power. It can support various applications including remote mining operations, remote
communities, individual industrial heat and power scenarios, distributed hydrogen generation and integrated
energy solutions.
ABOUT WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CANADA
Westinghouse Electric Canada is shaping the future
of carbon-free energy by providing safe, innovative
nuclear technologies to utilities globally. Westinghouse
VXSSOLHGWKHZRUOG·VÀUVWFRPPHUFLDOSUHVVXUL]HGZDter reactor in 1957 and the company’s technology is the
basis for nearly one-half of the world’s operating nuclear plants. For over 130 years, innovation makes Westinghouse is the preferred partner for technologies covering the complete nuclear energy life cycle. For more

Keystone XL pipeline and the court challenges facing the
Dakota Access line limit exports from Canada, so more
Canadian oil can’t enter the U.S.
Meanwhile, in Germany, the panicky decision to end
nuclear power meant increasing reliance on wind and solar power and, ironically, on coal and natural gas when
wind and solar energy fail to satisfy demand. As well,
German dependence on the mercies of Russian President
Vladimir Putin previously led Germany to approve the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline, a decision it recently rescinded,
reversing its reliance on Russia.
The recent spike in oil and natural gas prices in North
America has resulted from the restrictions on production
LQ WKH 86 DQG &DQDGD 7KLV KDV XQIRUWXQDWHO\ ÀOOHG
Russia’s coffers with massive foreign currency reserves
because the cost of oil and gas has increased internationally, giving Putin the resources he needed to invade his
neighbour.
This was foreseeable, as similar energy price increases
preceded the Russian invasion of Georgia in 2008 and the
invasion of Crimea and the Donbas in 2014.
These are the geopolitical effects of obstructing and penalizing the North American energy production and supply systems. Climate fanatics wish for global net-zero use
of fossil fuels, but dictators like Putin seek to satisfy the
energy needs of many nations while boosting their cash,
and thus fund their militaries.
The future doesn’t look promising for Canada and
the U.S. unless they change their attitudes and strategy
quickly.
Ian Madsen is the senior policy analyst at the Frontier Centre for Public Policy.
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information, visit www.westinghousenuclear.com.
ABOUT SASKATCHEWAN RESEARCH COUNCIL (SRC)
SRC is Canada’s second largest research and technology organization. With nearly 300 employees, $137 million in annual revenue and 75 years of experience, SRC
provides services and products to its 1,500 clients in 27
countries around the world. SRC was the owner and
operator of a SLOWPOKE-2 nuclear reactor that was
operated safely for 38 years before being decommissioned. SRC also has extensive expertise in the nuclear
and uranium sectors. Additional details are available
on SRC’s website at www.src.sk.ca.
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We wish to Thank and Recognize Mosaic and Nutrien
and their employees for their continued success &
support throughout the province!
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Sunset at the
Red Lily Wind Farm
The Red Lily Wind Farm is just
west of Moosomin and produces
26 megawatts of power.
The wind farm is owned by Concord Paciﬁc group and managed
by Algonquin Power and Utilities
Corp. There are 16 turbines in total, and each blade is 82 metres
long.

:K\&DQDGDZLOOKDYHWKHZRUOG·VFOHDQHVW/1*
&DQDGLDQ/1*H[SRUWVDUHH[SHFWHGWRUHSODFHFRDOSRZHU
primarily for growing markets in Asia, particularly China and India

In the world’s race for cleaner energy to reduce greenKRXVH JDV HPLVVLRQV OLTXHÀHG QDWXUDO JDV /1*  IURP
Canada has an advantage.
To start with, it comes with a smaller footprint – the
ORZHVWHPLVVLRQVLQWHQVLW\RI/1*SURMHFWVLQWKHZRUOG
But why?
Canada leads among countries able to export natural
JDVWRGLVSODFHFRDOZLWK/1*WKDWKDVDGHPRQVWUDEO\
cleaner environmental footprint.
7KLVZDVDIÀUPHGE\UHJXODWRUVLQ:DVKLQJWRQVWDWHLQ
 ZKHQ WKH SHUPLW IRU WKH QHZ 7DFRPD /1* SURMHFW
included the requirement for it to source natural gas from
B.C. or Alberta.
The Puget Sound Clean Air Authority found natural
gas from Canada to have a cleaner footprint than natural
gas produced in the United States, stating that methane
HPLVVLRQVLQWKH86´PD\EHDVPXFKDVÀYHWLPHVKLJKer than those from Canada.”
7KH 7DFRPD /1* SURMHFW ZLOO HQDEOH FRQWDLQHU VKLSV
WKDW WUDQVSRUW JRRGV EHWZHHQ :DVKLQJWRQ DQG $QFKRUage, Alaska, to switch fuel from diesel to natural gas, and
displace diesel used in the Puget Sound area electrical
grid during periods of high demand.
*OREDOO\ &DQDGLDQ /1* H[SRUWV DUH H[SHFWHG WR UHplace coal power, primarily for growing markets in Asia,
particularly China and India.
Switching from coal to natural gas for electricity generation reduces emissions by half on average, according
WR WKH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO (QHUJ\ $JHQF\ /1* IURP &DQDGD
can deliver an even bigger decrease, reducing emissions
by up to 62 per cent, according to a June 2020 study published in the Journal for Cleaner Production.
´1RW DOO /1* LV FUHDWHG HTXDOµ UHVHDUFKHUV IURP WKH
University of Calgary and the University of Toronto
ZURWHLQDUHSRUWSUHVHQWHGDWWKHLQGXVWU\HYHQW*HR&RQvention 2021.
They compared the emissions intensity – or emissions
SHU XQLW RI /1* ² RI WKH /1* &DQDGD WHUPLQDO XQGHU
construction at Kitimat, B.C., with American competitors,
ÀQGLQJDORZHUIRRWSULQWIRUWKH&DQDGLDQSURMHFW
According to Oxford Energy Institute, the global averDJHHPLVVLRQVLQWHQVLW\IRU/1*LVSHUFHQW&2SHU
WRQQH2QFHRSHUDWLQJDIWHU/1*&DQDGDLVH[SHFWHGWRKDYHHPLVVLRQVLQWHQVLW\RIOHVVWKDQKDOIWKDWDW
per cent CO2 per tonne.
7KH SURSRVHG ,QGLJHQRXVOHG SURMHFW &HGDU /1*
ZRXOG KDYH HPLVVLRQV LQWHQVLW\ RI  SHU FHQW :RRGÀEUH/1*ZKLFKUHFHQWO\UHFHLYHGWKHJRDKHDGZRXOG
KDYHHPLVVLRQVLQWHQVLW\RISHUFHQW
There are four key reasons why Canada has the advantage: shorter shipping distances to customers, a colder climate, the use of hydroelectricity and methane emissions
reduction.

Methane emissions reduction

Deborah Jaremko

1RUWK$PHULFDQ/1*SURMHFWV1DWXUDO5HVRXUFHV&DQDda says.
/HVVWLPHIRU/1*WDQNHUVLQWKHZDWHUPHDQVOHVVIXHO
use and lower greenhouse gas emissions.

Use of hydroelectricity

More than half of Canada’s electricity comes from hydropower, helping reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
the country’s power grid, according to the Canada Energy
5HJXODWRU
/1*SURMHFWVDUHH[SHFWHGWRFRQQHFWWRWKHJULGWRXVH
hydroelectricity to fuel either part or all of their operaWLRQVSDUWLFXODUO\DVWKHQHZ6LWH&SURMHFWLQ%&FRPHV
online and makes more hydropower available.

Canada’s oil and gas producers are leaders globally
when it comes to reducing methane emissions.
Canadian Energy Centre research found that between
2000 and 2018, methane emissions from Canada’s oil and
gas sector fell by 16 per cent. Compare that to China and
5XVVLD ZKHUH PHWKDQH HPLVVLRQV LQFUHDVHG E\  SHU
FHQWDQGSHUFHQWUHVSHFWLYHO\DWWKHVDPHWLPH
The government of Canada expects oil and gas producers to meet the target of reducing methane emissions by
SHUFHQWLQFRPSDUHGWROHYHOVLQ
$UHGXFWLRQRISHUFHQWFRPSDUHGWRKDVDOUHDG\
been achieved in Alberta.
&DQDGD·V /1* FRXOG EH SUHIHUUHG LQ WKH ZRUOG VD\V
*UHJ2ZHQYLFHSUHVLGHQWRI&DOJDU\EDVHG*/-/WG
´:LWK RXU HQYLURQPHQWDO DQG UHJXODWRU\ VWDQGDUGV ,
WKLQNZHKDYHDJUHDW/1*SURGXFW6ROHW·VJHWLWGRQHµ
Deborah Jaremko is director of content for the Canadian Energy Centre, an Alberta government corporation funded in part
by taxes paid by industry on carbon emissions.

Colder climate
&UHDWLQJ/1*IURPQDWXUDOJDVLQFROGFOLPDWHVLVFRPparably easier than in warmer regions, saving energy and
reducing emissions, the University of Calgary and University of Toronto researchers noted.
For example, the average temperature in Kitimat is
PXFKFRROHU & WKDQWKH86*XOI&RDVW &LQ&RUSXV
&KULVWL7H[DV WKH\ZURWH

Hiring for all positions:
- Management
- Sales
- Field Technicians
- Warehouse
- Admin Staff

Shorter shipping distances
$FFRUGLQJ WR 1DWXUDO 5HVRXUFHV &DQDGD :HVW &RDVW
/1*SURMHFWVLQ&DQDGDDUHDERXWVKLSSLQJGD\VIURP
Asia, compared to 20 days for shipments from the U.S.
*XOI&RDVWWKDWWUDQVLWWKH3DQDPD&DQDO
3URSRVHG SURMHFWV LQ (DVWHUQ &DQDGD DUH VL[ WR HLJKW
shipping days from Europe, the shortest distance of any

SEND YOUR RESUME TO

SWIFTSUPPLY.CA

CAREERS@SWIFTSUPPLY.CA
35:1c
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Farmers ‘mucking it in’ with late seeding
SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
Local farmers in Southeast Saskatchewan share
their experience of what it
is like seeding in wet conditions during late spring.
“It’s slow going, a little
frustrating. I’ve been stuck
multiple times, we have to
keep an extra four-wheel
tractor out with us all the
time just to pull the tractor
out, rather than unhooking
all the hydraulic lines,” said
Mark McCorriston, a grain
farmer who farms west of
Moosomin.
“We’re probably losing
10 to 15 per cent of the cultivated acres on average
because those acres are too
wet, they either have water
lying in them or they’re just
muddy and wet. Other than
that, we’re trying to keep
moving forward but it’s
slow going, lots of overlap,
lots of turning and small
necks, islands and stuff like
that this year.”
McCorriston said he A farmer seeding between Moosomin and Rocanville last week. Despite
and his team have been
working long hours every few days earlier, farmers were out in their ﬁelds.
GD\LQRUGHUWRÀQLVKWKHLU
grew our best crop last year, some of those low areas are
seeding by early June.
just lying in water now,” he said.
“In a typical day, we try to meet at the farm for 5 a.m.,
“It’s hard when you know that you’re missing your
and usually between 9 p.m. and 10 p.m., we quit and
most prime wetter land that grows good crops, and unhead back,” he said.
fortunately we’re running out of time. It’s past the May
“It’s long days and it’s hard on everyone because you
long weekend, and we’ve decided to just try keep movget tired, you’re usually frustrated and may get a little
ing ahead.”
grumpy, but everyone just tries to work their best and
“If it was a couple weeks earlier I would like to just sit
move forward.”
back and let it dry up a bit so we could do a better job,
In addition to the snowstorms in April, a major rainfall
but with the crop insurance deadline lingering, we just
hit the southeast area on May 13. McCorriston was asked
have no choice but to keep moving forward,” said Mcwhat the best case scenario would be for this year’s crop.
Corriston.
´8QIRUWXQDWHO\ ZH·UH WKH GHÀQLWLRQ RI ZKDW P\ GDG
He also added that the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance
would call, “mucking it in.” I’m still hoping for maybe
Corporation (SCIC) which provides insurance for crops
below or average yield, but it’s unfortunate that what
BY

experiencing a loss in yield,
does not help him drastically.
“The unseeded acreage
from crop insurance, I feel
is inadequate. In order to
qualify for unseeded acreage on crop insurance, you
have to have a minimum of
ÀYHDFUHVWKDW\RXOHDYHEHhind because you can’t seed
LW,ÀQGWKDWIUXVWUDWLQJEHcause depending on what
neck of the woods you’re
farming in, it can really
change,” McCorriston said.
“We have land over by
Fleming and it has small
potholes that you just go
around, well no matter how
many times you go around
them you can’t leave an
DUHD ODUJH HQRXJK WKDW ÀWV
ÀYHDFUHVEXWWKHQOHW·VVD\
you move north of Moosomin, north of the airport,
there’s giant areas that are
saturated.
“I feel like the program
has its points, but it’s not
WDLORUHG WR ÀW HDFK LQGLvidual and the area you
IDUP LQ , ÀQG WKDW DV \RX
snow and rain just a
go in different areas, the
ÀYH DFUHV PLQLPXP GRHV
work in some areas, and
in other areas the plan doesn’t work at all because you
just go around these little spots, but they’ll never add up
WRÀYHDFUHVLQGLYLGXDOO\WKH\ZRXOGQHHGWREHOXPSHG
together.”
McCorriston said he will be applying for Crop Insurance for the areas that are eligible on his farm.
“I’ll be applying. On average, for example, I’ve got one
ÀHOG WKDW ZDV  VHHGHG DFUHV ODVW \HDU WKLV \HDU ZH
have 907 acres,” he said.
“It’s an unreal amount of land that is not going to be
seeded this year and I’ll be putting in a claim for unseeded acres on the land, it’s just not all of it will qualify unfortunately, but I feel it should.
Continued on page 47 
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EXPERIENCE
goes a long way

Safety is our #1 concern!
We are equipped to provide reliable transportation and expertise to move drilling rigs and all
oilfield equipment throughout the oil patch in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta
Q 8 x 8 Rig Tractor
Q 420” Bed Trucks
Check out our new website!
www.integrityoil.ca
Q 8 x 8 Bed Trucks
Q Tri Drives
Box 144, Carnduff, SK S0C 0S0
Q 1 Ton & Trailer
Q Pilot Trucks
DISPATCH:
Q Many Wheeled
Q Planetary Tractors with
Combinations
Q Rock Truck Commanders

Hydraulic Wheels
Q Loaders

306-339-7136
E-mail: info@integrityoil.ca

Q Tandem Winch Tractors

602 Ferguson Street
Box 144, Carnduff, SK S0C 0S0
DISPATCH:

306-482-8883 (JAKE)

We operate the following equipment to relocate well site trailers and oilfield equipment from lease to lease or to wherever our customers need
us to be!
We not only supply our services to the oilfield industry, but have a lot of
experience delivering equipment to potash and mining sites. We take
care of all permits and pilots as required. We also have been known to
help a farmer out a time or two!
Q Tri Drives

Give Bruce a call

Q Low Trombone Trailers

DISPATCH:

Q 40-Ton Picker & Trailer
Q Tandem Winch Tractors with

Tri-Axle Trailers

306-485-7535
Rates available upon request

Box 178, Carnduff, SK S0C 0S0
E-mail: info@bboilfield.ca

www.bboilfield.ca

The strongest link in the
equipment hauling chain!

Heavy & Oilfield
Equipment Hauling
Pilot Truck Services
Hot Shot Services
Office: 306-482-1030
www.banditoilfield.ca
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TO YOUR FIELD, HOME AND YARD

WE’RE HERE TO
SERVE YOU

VERSATILITY
IT‘S TRUE NAME

HIGH SPEED DISC CULTIVATOR FOR STUBBLE
CULTIVATION OR SEEDBED PREPARATION

with BEDNAR SWIFTERDISC XO_F

with BEDNAR SWIFTERDISC XE

The SWIFTERDISC model product line includes highly universal disc cultivators with a short frame. Soil can be
processed to a depth of up to 5". The main advantages include: toothed discs or aggressive discs (20.5" / 22"),
maitenance-free disc bearings, rubber segment disc protection, TWIN-DISC system and much more.

JOY OF FARMING

www.bednar.com

VIRDEN AG EXPO
VIRDEN AG PRESENTS

JUNE 16, 2022

2 - 7pm

1 3 6 A N S O N S T R E E T, V I R D E N

PRESENTED IN PART BY

HUSTLER PRODUCT DEMO
DOOR PRIZES
& G I V E - A - W AY S

V E N D O R D I S P L AY S /
EXHIBITS

BOUNCE FM/ PURE COUNTRY
L I V E

O N

LY T E H O R S E P R O D U C T D E M O

L O C AT I O N

EVENT EXCLUSIVE
SALES & DISCOUNTS

LOS BROTHER’S FOOD TRUCK

ADDITIONAL DISPLAYS FROM

Warkentin Feeds | Mad Dog Spray Foam | Cub Cadet | STIHL | Atom-Jet Industries | PWR Custom Fencing | Scotsmun Steel
VIRDEN AG & PARTS LTD. 136 ANSON STREET VIRDEN, MB
P 204-748-4469 E sales@virdenag.ca www.virdenag.ca

FOLLOW US

»

@VIRDENAG
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FCC supports beef sustainability program
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) has created a new offering to
DWWUDFWDQGUHFRJQL]H&DQDGLDQEHHISURGXFHUVFHUWLÀHGWR
sustainability standards set by the Canadian Roundtable
for Sustainable Beef (CRSB).
The FCC Sustainability Incentive Program will provide
D SD\PHQW WR )&& FXVWRPHUV ZKR DUH &56% &HUWLÀHG
WKURXJK &56%·V FHUWLÀFDWLRQ ERGLHV LQFOXGLQJ 9HULÀHG
Beef Production Plus, Where Food Comes From Canada.
and the Ontario Corn Fed Beef Quality Assurance Program.
“Canadian producers are already expert stewards of the
land and livestock, and the beef sector has been a leader
in demonstrating their sustainable practices through the
CRSB,” said Todd Klink, FCC’s vice-president of marketing. “We are pleased to work with the CRSB to recognize
)&& FXVWRPHUV ZKR KDYH DOUHDG\ DFKLHYHG WKHLU FHUWLÀcation and to encourage additional producers to become
FHUWLÀHGµ
The payment to customers, made by FCC, will be calculated as a portion of their lending with FCC to a maximum
RISHU\HDU&HUWLÀHGSURGXFHUVDUHZHOFRPHWRUH
apply for the incentive payment each year for the life of
the FCC Sustainability Incentive Program.
)RUFXVWRPHUVZKRDUHDOUHDG\&56%&HUWLÀHGDSSO\ing for the program is a simple process at fcc.ca/sustainabilityprograms. That is also where producers interested
LQEHFRPLQJFHUWLÀHGDQGWDNLQJDGYDQWDJHRIWKHLQFHQWLYHSD\PHQWFDQÀQGPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
“The Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef apSODXGV)&&IRUVHHLQJWKHEHQHÀWVRI&56%&HUWLÀHGEHHI
production practices,” said Anne Wasko, CRSB chair and
co-owner of Bar 4 Bar Land and Cattle Inc.
“The Canadian beef industry is continually evolving for
WKHEHQHÀWRISHRSOHDQLPDOVDQGRXUSODQHW7KDQNVWR
WKHVXVWDLQDEOHSUDFWLFHVGHPRQVWUDWHGE\&56%&HUWLÀHG
beef producers, we have seen tremendous environmental
stewardship and a high standard of animal care, which
leads to a thriving beef industry today and for future generations. Sustainable practices will help achieve the ambitious long-term goals set by the industry,” she said.
,QDJURXSRIFHUWLÀHGEHHISURGXFHUVZKRSDUWLFLSDWHG
in an earlier pilot of the Sustainability Incentive Program
there was high praise.
“This will be a great program for producers like us and

for the cattle industry,” shared one FCC customer who entered the program. “We invest a lot in our operation, and
it is important to be recognized with something in return.”
7KH &56% FHUWLÀFDWLRQ SURJUDP LQYROYHV DQ RQJRLQJ
audit process with its partners to ensure operations are
PHHWLQJLWVVXVWDLQDELOLW\VWDQGDUGVEDVHGXSRQÀYHSULQciples, including natural resources, people and commuQLW\DQLPDOKHDOWKDQGZHOIDUHIRRGDQGHIÀFLHQF\DQG
innovation.
“There is an increasing demand from consumers for
FHUWLÀHG DVVXUDQFHV RI VXVWDLQDEO\UDLVHG EHHIµ :DVNR
noted. “Canadian farmers and ranchers care about the
environment, and we will continue to do what’s right to
conserve our land and our animals, and to meet the needs
of the present without compromising those of the future.”
“FCC already has lending solutions to support our customers’ sustainable practices. Launching this program
with the CRSB is another way to support the industry on
its sustainability journey,” said Klink. “While collaboratLQJZLWKWKH&56%RQWKLVSURJUDPLVWKHÀUVWSDUWQHUVKLS
of this kind, FCC has the intention of building incentive
programs for other sectors in the future.”
FCC is Canada’s leading agriculture and food lender,

with a healthy loan portfolio of more than $44 billion. Our
employees are dedicated to the future of Canadian agriculWXUHDQGIRRG:HSURYLGHÁH[LEOHFRPSHWLWLYHO\SULFHG
ÀQDQFLQJ $J([SHUW PDQDJHPHQW VRIWZDUH LQIRUPDWLRQ
DQG NQRZOHGJH VSHFLÀFDOO\ GHVLJQHG IRU WKH DJULFXOWXUH
and food industry. As a self-sustaining Crown corporation, we provide an appropriate return to our shareholder,
DQGUHLQYHVWRXUSURÀWVEDFNLQWRWKHLQGXVWU\DQGFRPmunities we serve. For more information, visit fcc.ca.
The Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (CRSB)
advances Canadian beef industry sustainability through
multi-stakeholder engagement, collaboration, communication, and science. The CRSB drives recognition and continuous progress in Canadian beef through sustainability
performance measurement, and projects and initiatives
aligned with strategic improvement goals. The CRSB’s
&HUWLÀHG 6XVWDLQDEOH %HHI )UDPHZRUN NQRZQ DV &56%
&HUWLÀHGLVDYROXQWDU\WKLUGSDUW\DXGLWHGVXVWDLQDELOLW\
FHUWLÀFDWLRQSURJUDPWKDWUHFRJQL]HVVXVWDLQDEOHSUDFWLFHV
in beef production and processing and enables sustainable
sourcing, delivering credible, science-based assurances for
consumers about sustainable beef production in Canada.
Learn more at crsb.ca

Saskatchewan Agriculture student
scholarship recipients announced
On May 10, federal Agriculture and Agri-Food
Minister
Marie-Claude
Bibeau and Saskatchewan
Agriculture Minister David Marit presented four
agriculture scholarships to
students from across the
province.
“There is a wide variety
of trades and careers associated with the agriculture
sector, from the farm to the
lab to technology compaQLHVµ VDLG %LEHDX ´(Qcouraging young people to
pursue careers in agriculture will provide a strong
foundation for the future
of the industry. This scholarship program will help
our young leaders pursue
their studies and embark
on rewarding careers in agriculture.”
“We received many outstanding applications this

year in the form of both
essays and video,” Marit
said. “It’s great to see Saskatchewan youth talk so
passionately about agriculture and transparency, and
we’re very proud to support them and their career
plans. The future of our
industry is in good hands.”
(PLO\6HEDVWLDQRI0RQWmartre was awarded $4,000
toward her post-secondary
studies as the grand-prize
winner of the 2022 Agriculture Student Scholarship.
(PLO\·V YLGHR VXEPLVVLRQ
discussed the various ways
that farmers and ranchers
can effectively communicate with consumers in
a transparent and honest
PDQQHU(PLO\ZLOOEHIXUthering her education at
the University of Saskatchewan at the College of Agriculture and Bioresources.

“The scholarship is a
great way to express your
ideas and gives you an opportunity to make a difference in the agriculture inGXVWU\µ(PLO\VDLG´0RUH
than that, though, it makes
you think about what you
can do to become more
transparent about your, or
your family’s operation.”
Kristie Pedersen from
Lockwood, Grace Waldenberger from Marquis and
Kate Axten from Minton
were all awarded $2,000 as
runners up for the scholarship.
Kristie’s essay explored
how communication and
education is key to bridging the gap between the
farm and the plate. She
focused her transparency
essay on the whole supply chain and the need for
everyone to share their

QUADRA DEVELOPMENT CORP.

story. Kristie will be furthering her education in
Moose Jaw where she will
be studying in the Agriculture and Food Production
Program at Saskatchewan
Polytechnic.
Grace’s
essay
highlighted the important role
that agriculture plays in
people’s lives, whether
they are directly connected
to the industry or not. She
spoke about the impact
WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD LQÁXHQFers can have on people and
the importance of educating youth. Grace will be
taking her post-secondary
education at either the University of Saskatchewan
or the University of Lethbridge.
Kate Axten’s video submission focused on what
transparency is and how
farmers can be more trans-

parent. Her video showcased the work that her
family farm has done to
improve transparency with
their consumers. Kate will
be attending Dalhousie
University in the fall where
she will be studying International Food Business in
the Faculty of Agriculture.
The Agriculture Student
Scholarship Program is
funded through the Canadian Agricultural PartnerVKLS D ÀYH\HDU  ELOOLRQ
commitment by Canada’s
federal, provincial and
territorial
governments
that supports Canada’s
agriculture, agri-food and
agri-products sectors. This
includes a $2 billion commitment that is cost-shared
60 per cent federally and 40
per cent provincially/territorially for programs that
are designed and delivered

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
6HUYLQJ6RXWKHDVW6DVNDWFKHZDQDQG6RXWKZHVW0DQLWRED

Grain System Installations | Concrete | Erection | Repair | Demolition

by provinces and territories.
For more information on
the scholarship winners
and their submissions, visit
www.saskatchewan.ca/
ag-public-trust

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!
NOW SELLING
ALUMINUM TRAILERS

PVC LINER
$1.55/sq. ft

STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER

#1 Grade Colored
$1.25 /sq. ft.

B Grade Colored
$1.09 /sq. ft.

B+ Grade Colored
$1.20 /sq. ft.

Multi Colored
Mill Ends

Dale Lonseth

79¢ /sq. ft.

SALES MANAGER

Call us now for best selection
of lengths & colors!

Box 56 Rocanville, SK S0A 3L0 Ph/Fax: 1-800-249-2708
Res: 306-645-4526 - Cell: 306-435-9627 - d.lonseth@sasktel.net

B- Grade Smart Board
3/8" = $35/sheet

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES
Ask us about Fuel Allowance

VWHHOVKDNHV VWDQGLQJVHDP
VQDSORFN
VWHHOWLOH
VWHHOVODWH

306-435-7472

KHEHUWPHWDOURRÀQJ#VDVNWHOQHW

FOUILLARD STEEL
SUPPLIES LTD.
www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

4:6c

1-800-510-3303
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Farmers ‘mucking it in’ with late seeding
Continued from page 43
´,W ZDV DOO YLDEOH IDUPODQG IRU WKH ODVW WKUHH RU ÀYH
years that has been planted every year, now this year we
have to leave it behind. I’m hoping more farmers speak
XSDQGPD\EHWKH\FDQWDLORUWKHSURJUDPWRDFWXDOO\ÀW
the farmers’ needs.”
McCorriston said he started seeding a couple weeks
ago, but had to stop and continue, in between cold weather conditions.
´<RXKDYHWRSLFNDQGFKRRVH\RXUÀHOGV\RXNLQGRI
have to dance around. Plus the costs for diesel fuel, it’s
near two dollars a litre and it’s just extra expense in an
expensive year,” said McCorriston.
+HZDVDVNHGLIWKHPRLVWXUHFRQGLWLRQVKDYHEHQHÀWted producers this year compared to the drought they
faced last year.
´:H QHHGHG VRPH PRLVWXUH PRVW GHÀQLWHO\ EXW IURP
a grain farming perspective we got too much,” said McCorriston.
“It would’ve been a lot better, as my grandpa would
say, “to seed in the dust and let your bins bust,” we wanted and needed the rain, I just wish it didn’t happen quite
so fast. I thought we would have more of a transition
period where we would have a dry year, then it would
slowly get a little bit wetter. I didn’t think we’d go from
dealing with too dry to too wet, but Saskatchewan is the
land of extremes and I did anticipate it would be this wet
again, I just didn’t think it would be, a year right after the
drought.
“For a livestock farmer, my wife and I have 250 cows
as well and the grass is green. Before, the pastures were
really suffering over the last couple of years, it’s nice from
a cattle farming aspect, because the pastures were really
taking a beating and I’m hoping this year, with the extra
rains and an early start to green grass, maybe the pastures
will make a rebound.”
McCorriston said he is concerned about the weather
conditions being adequate throughout the summer.
“One of my biggest fears—and I’ve seen it happen
before—is we get all this rain in the wrong season then
Mother Nature forgets about us in the summer time when
we can appreciate or use some rain,” he said.
“In June or July or August, I’m always scared we won’t
get rain, but it’s one of those aspects of dealing with agriculture, Mother Nature dictates those terms and you have
to deal with them and do your best.”

Wet conditions have
benefitted cattle farmers

Scott Mannle, who farms on the border between Silverwood and Willowdale, said the wet conditions from the
ZHDWKHUKDVEHQHÀWWHGKLVFDWWOH
´7KHSDVWXUHVDUHGHÀQLWHO\JUHHQDQGVWDUWHGJURZLQJ
WKHELJJHVWEHQHÀWLVRXUZDWHUVRXUFHVWKHGXJRXWVDQG
the sloughs the cattle use to drink from in the summer
time, are all full,” Mannle said.
“That’s put us in really good shape because we haven’t
had any runoff for the last two springs, and people had
to haul water, there were water issues with cattle in the
summer because the levels of the dugouts and sloughs
were so low.
“Everything is full right to the brim, we just need some
heat and then we’re well on our way for the grass situation, which is a welcome relief after a long winter of expensive feed, and limited amounts of it, too.”
Mannle shared his thoughts about what he thinks the
year will be like for cattle producers.
“For the summer I think we’ll need some rain in June
and July when it gets hot, and we need that for the crop
and everything else, but as far as things go right now
we’re in pretty good shape,” he said.
“We shouldn’t have any water issues this summer because the dugouts started full, whereas last spring they
started half full to begin with, and by the end of the summer without any rain, we were empty.
“I think even if we have a summer with limited moisture we would still have enough water, it wouldn’t be one
of our main concerns.”
Looking back to last year’s cattle season and the
drought that the prairies faced, Mannle was asked if this
year’s moisture conditions will be an advantage for the
season.
“For us as cattle farmers, we’re still looking at high feed
grain prices come fall time, based on what contracts are
available right now, that is still a concern for us,” Mannle
said.

“We’re hoping for a big crop, to have a little more access
to grain, which will help feed grain prices and ultimately
help feed cattle prices.
“Things are somewhat optimistic in the agriculture industry as a whole, I wish that all western provinces were
getting the rain we’ve gotten, and the moisture everywhere because I know there’s still some places that are extremely dry, but we need a two-week stretch of weather to
get this crop in and get it going. The later we get it in, the
less optimism there is for bumper crop going forward.”

Hruska says it’s not
too late for a good yield

Kevin Hruska, who farms in the north of Esterhazy,
Bredenbury and Langenburg areas, shared his thoughts
on seeding starting in late spring of this year.
“We started late because of the moisture and when you
do get going it’s slow, you just don’t have the coverage
you normally do because you’re struggling with wet conditions and you’re still trying to do a good job, it’s sort of
double jeopardy I guess,” Hruska said.
“I think everyone has started seeding now. We are well
on our way, we’re approaching half way, we’re quite not
there yet but we’ll be there fairly soon. I would say we’re
a little ahead of the norm for our area, what we did is
when it seemed like it was going to be wet, we started
ÀJKWLQJWKHUDLQRIIWKHVWDUWZHGLGQ·WZDLWIRULWWRGU\
up.”
Hruska said he and his team started seeding almost
two weeks ago, but had to shut down because of the rain
and continue after.
“We’re working 16 hour days, we don’t work around
the clock because we don’t want someone getting stuck in
the middle of the night, ” he said.
“We’re putting in big days, but we always did. At the
same time, these conditions aren’t totally unusual, once in
a while these things come around. This isn’t like a one-ina-hundred years type of thing, unfortunately it happens
too often.”
+UXVND SODQV RQ ÀQLVK VHHGLQJ LQ DERXW  GD\V +H
said the best case scenario for this years crops is for it to
stop raining.
“For the rest of the year we need it to stop raining now,
and put our seeding in. You’ve seen crops be seeded two
weeks late and it’s only one week late at the end,” he said.
“It catches up a little bit, you might lose a little yield or
something, it’s not the end of the world yet, it all depends
how the summer goes. If we get good rain, the frost might
be a risk, but if it stops raining in the summer and the sun
is burning, then we won’t be concerned about frost in the
fall.”
Compared to last year’s drought, Hruska said there
was an upside to seeing moisture this year.
“Rain makes grain, I think when it rains it indicates that
we’re not in a big drought trend, I think it’s an indicator
that it can rain,” he said.
“When there’s a little bit of moisture around, moisture
brings more moisture. We didn’t get as much precipitation as our friends who are south and east of us, which
we’re grateful for that and wish them luck.”
Hruska said the weather temperatures is what will dictate this year’s yield being good.
“I think the biggest thing is not the precipitation we got,
but the lack of warmth. The lack of warmth and the late
disappearance of the snow is the harmful part,” he said.
“I seeded through a snow bank today. That’s the thing
that’s different about this year, not the inches of rain, but

Excess moisture has helped
some grain farmers this year

Trevor Green, APAS representative, said some farmers
have reached out to him about seeding in recent wet conditions.
“I haven’t heard too many guys getting stuck, but
WKHUH·V DOZD\V LVVXHV JHWWLQJ WUXFNV RQ ZHW ÀHOGV DQG
equipment getting stuck and stuff, but I haven’t heard too
many people,” Green said.
“As long as we miss the rains that are supposed to come
in the next couple of weeks, it’s going to be good. There’s
nice seeding conditions in a lot of areas right now, but
WKHUH·VVWLOOSRWKROHVÀOOHGZLWKZDWHUWRRWKHUH·VJRLQJWR
be a lot of potholes that are not going to get seeded this
year because of that.”
With the excess moisture from the wet weather conditions, he said there is an advantage for farmers.
“The crops are going to have a better start I think this
year than last year, last year it was really dry this time of
year,” he said.
However Green pointed out that producers who do not
have sectional control for their seeding equipment will
lose on input costs.
´,W·V GHÀQLWHO\ D \HDU ZKHUH VHFWLRQDO FRQWURO LV JRLQJ
to pay off because of all the overlap, for anyone who has
a big drill and doesn’t have any sectional control there’s
GHÀQLWHO\ JRLQJ WR EH VRPH LQFUHDVHG FRVWV IRU IHUWLOL]HU
overlap and seed overlap,” Green said.
´,WZLOOEHD\HDUWKDWZLOOGHÀQLWHO\VKRZZKHUHWKH
EHQHÀWVRIVHFWLRQDOFRQWURORQODUJHUVHHGLQJLV/HW·VVD\
you have an 80 foot drill and there will be eight sections
on that drill, it will shut off in 10 foot sections, if that drill
runs over a spot that is already seeded, the machine using
the GPS will shut those sections off so you’re not double
seeding and double fertilizing.
“If you have an 80 foot drill and it doesn’t have that
sectional control, if you go and seed a 20 foot strip, you’re
seeding another 60 foot area over again. It increases the
costs pretty quick, especially with the price of fertilizer
now, it’s almost become a necessity on large drills.”
+H VDLG WKH DQWLFLSDWHG WLPH IRU SURGXFHUV WR ÀQLVK
seeding should be in mid-June.
´:LWKWKHZHDWKHUQRZWKHRGGJX\PLJKWÀQLVKLQ
days or so, but there are also farmers who are just starting
now, they’ll be done in about two or three weeks.”
Green was asked what the best case scenario would be
for this year’s crops.
“You never have a crystal ball, but it looks like it’s going
to get a good start, we’re still going to need some timely
rains to come at the end of June, and end of July,” he said.
“Timely rains will be the difference between an excellent crop and an average crop, you have good soil moisture to get it going, but it needs timely rains to make an
above average crop. As long as we get those, it could be a
good average year.”

FEEDLOT

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
FEEDLOT

Dobson & Sons Feedlot Ltd. is a family owned and
operated feedlot and grain farm located just north of
Moosomin SK. We are seeking to add a:

Full-Time Pen Checker/
Herds Person-Organizer

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Dobson & Sons Feedlot Ltd. is a family owned and
operated feedlot and grain farm located just north of
Moosomin SK. We are seeking to add a:

Full-Time or Part-Time
Feed Truck Driver
Tandem truck and loader experience is a definite asset.
Duties would include but not be limited to:
• Loading, mixing and delivering feed to cattle
• Operation of feed truck, loader and roller mill
• General maintenance around feed mill as needed

Reach 28,000 households
with one ad in Plain & Valley!

the fact that we had no heat when the snow came.
“I wish all my farmer friends good luck for this year,
please tell them that.”

Competitive hourly wage depending on experience
and benefit package after 90-day probationary period

Duties would include but not be limited to:
• Maintain health and welfare of cattle. Identify, pull
and treat sick or injured cattle
• Ability to sort cattle for the purposes of shipping
and receiving
• Processing, implanting cattle
• Assist with general feedlot maintenance
• Organize the feedlot processing crew and keep
accurate records of treatments and cattle
movements
Horse/dog allowance recognized
Competitive hourly wage depending on experience
and benefit package after 90-day probationary period.

Dobson & Sons Feedlot Ltd.
Box 1436, Moosomin, SK S0G 3N0
Email resumes to: dobsonfarmsoffice@gmail.com
Contact Jordan at 306-435-7471

306-435-2445 • www.plainandvalley.com
35:2c

Dobson & Sons Feedlot Ltd.
Box 1436, Moosomin, SK S0G 3N0
Email resumes to: dobsonfarmsoffice@gmail.com
Contact Jordan at 306-435-7471
35:2c
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FARM SALE FOR DALLAS & DEBBIE TOMS
REDVERS, SASK

Wednesday June 15, 2022

9HU\ZHOONHSWOLYHVWRFNDQGKD\LQJHTXLSPHQW

FARM SALE FOR THE ESTATE OF DARYL MILLER 
LYLETON, MB

Pronghorn antelope sighted in area
A pronghorn antelope was sighted in the Rocanville-Welwyn area recently by a number of people.
Left: Dennis Hack shot this photo of a pronghorn antelope west of the Webster
cemetery near Rocanville.
Right: Sunnette Kamffer captured a photo of the antelope on the corection line
northeast of Moosomin and southwest of Welwyn.

Monday June 27, 2022

1LFHOLQHXSRIIDUPHTXLSPHQWDQGDQWLTXHWUDFWRUV

COLLECTIBLE VEHICLES & MOVING SALE
FOR BRAD MARTIN
BRANDON, MB

Wednesday, July 13, 2022

UPCOMING AUCTIONS

6PDOOLWHPVIRUWKLVVDOHZLOOEHWLPHGRQOLQH9HKLFOHVZLOOEHOLYHLQSHUVRQ

To register visit www.wrightauction.ca & click the BID ONLINE tab
Valid credit card required for new registry

$OOVDOHVDUHOLYHLQSHUVRQZLWKLQWHUQHWELGGLQJRQPDMRUHTXLSPHQW

Online-timed Farm Retirement Auction
for JK Bolton Farms Ltd – Keith & Joan Bolton (Pierson, MB)
Bidding starts: Fri. June 10 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. June 19 @ 1pm – soft close
FEATURING: 2007 JD 7420 FWA tractor w/ JD 741 self-leveling loader, bucket & grapple, 540/1000 PTO, 3 pt., 135
Hp, 6624 hrs., s/n 62583; 1990 Ford/Versatile 946 4WD, 8 hyd., 20.8-38 rubber, 325 HP, 6130 hrs., s/n D451163;
JD 9500 combine w/ JD 914 p/u header, 4650 engine hrs., 3547 threshing hrs., like-new rubber, s/n 651656;
1994 Chevrolet C6500 grain truck, 4 ton, single axle, CAT diesel engine, 89,360km, 16’ box & hoist, VIN# 1GDL7H1J0RJ517137; Meridian, Westeel & Lode King hopper bottom bins; medium-sized tillage equip.; antique equip.
& scrap iron & more

Follow us on Facebook
For more information go to taylor.canbid.com
or call us at 204-522-6396

Sale handled by Wright’s Auction Service Ltd. – Boissevain & Melita, MB.
To register visit www.wrightauction.ca & click the BID ONLINE tab – valid credit card required for new
registry. For more info contact Warren 204-534-7997 or Kelly 204-305-0284

FARM EQUIPMENT
AUCTION

REDFERN FARM SERVICES
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE
PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINS

ONLINE TIMED AUCTION

THE LATE WILLIS THORPE
SPY HILL, SK

Sale opens: Saturday, June 11 at 8 am
Sale closes: Wednesday, June 15 at 10 am
Contacts: Ron Thorpe 306-740-7895 OR Myles Thorpe 306-740-9558

FROM
HOPPER
BINS

DIRECTIONS: Go north of Spy Hill on Hwy 8 to junction of Hwy 8 & 22, from
junction go 1 mile north to Century Road, go east 3.5 miles. Look for Thorpe
Farm sign on north side of road.

TO LARGE
FLAT
BOTTOM
BINS

To view the complete auction visit
https://mack.nextlot.com/public/sales/97592/lots

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID VISIT
WWW.MACKAUCTIONCOMPANY.COM
OR PHONE 306-421-2097

Contact any of our locations today!

204.748.1122

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

PL. 311962

6:1c

|

redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113
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Oh, the smell of freshly tilled dirt!
Oh the smell of freshly tilled dirt!
There is nothing quite like it and I have loved it forever.
7RGD\DVWKHDLUGULOOPDNHVLWZD\DURXQGWKHÀHOGQRWRQO\
is it the smell of freshly tilled dirt, but of very damp freshly
tilled dirt, so damp in fact that I am praying the guys don’t
get stuck.
What a difference from last year—I didn’t have to guess
then where the men were working for the dust that rose up
behind them; this year not so much. And while the timing
may be later than our usual end-of-April start, we can say
we are rolling!
With the heavy snows and rain we have experienced, we
GHÀQLWHO\QHHGHGVRPHWKLQJWRWDNHRXUPLQGVRIIRIQRWJHWting onto the land in good time. Hubby was incredibly antsy
and was a tad, shall we say, worried about whether “start
day” would ever come.
And then out of the blue came a reprieve from worrying
about late seeding. I received an early and unexpected call for
surgery saying, “Can you be here in a week?” And without
a second’s hesitation I was all in because getting that second
new hip was without question something I was not going
to say no to. And hubby was just going to have to put aside
thoughts of seeding to be, as it was, my right-hand man.
I was barely nervous this time around but once they put
the IV into the back of my hand, I had other thoughts—as
in ‘how am I gonna escape this place?’ It was at precisely
that moment that my surgeon walked in (I had not seen him
IRUWZRSOXV\HDUVGXHWR&RYLG DQGWKHUH,ZDVÁDWRQP\
back, throwing off the covers, saying, “I’m getting very hot,
I’m gonna faint, I’m gonna be sick.” Well so much for my
planned “how are you Doctor?” reunion sort of meeting.
Without any hesitation, my surgeon lifted my legs toward
the ceiling and lowered the head of the bed. It’s a picture that
will never leave my mind. As the blood returned to my head,
I immediately felt better physically but was certainly feeling
pretty embarrassed about it all. Oh well, there was no time to
get all worked up about it because by then they were wheeling me into the OR.
Despite that awkward little moment, I am so eternally
grateful for all that my medical team did for me that day, although I do believe they missed the memo about sedation. I
PD\KDYHEHHQIUR]HQZDLVWGRZQEXW,ZDVGHÀQLWHO\ZLGH
awake through it all. There were a couple of moments when I
nearly raised my hand to ask if they had missed sedating me,
but in the end, I simply laid there and listened to the reciprocating saw (it’s smaller than my reciprocating saw) doing its
thing and the hammer doing its thing. I felt like I was in my
little workshop, the only thing being that I was the piece of
wood they were cutting apart and hammering back together.
Some of my grands came for a visit and it was wonderful
to see their smiling faces. I personally think they came for
the swim at Grandpa’s hotel room next to the hospital but
when they walked in, it made my day. The youngest (5) not

only loves crafting but all things numbers and she handed
me a get well card she had made. “Get Well Soon Gramma”
they read on the front. On the inside of one, there was a large
´µDQGZKLOHP\ÀUVWUHDFWLRQZDVZKDW·VWKHDOODERXW
I quickly realized she had written down my age—in 6-inch
print no less.
Well, we have just gotten through the May long weekend
and many die-hard campers were out camping despite the
snow and cool conditions to start. We personally weren’t at
some RV resort or campground but we did set up camp at
our favourite spot—right next to the shop on the farm with
our bird’s eye view of the chicken coop and the dog house.
The twins (11) greeted my arrival at our camper with
DZKHHOEDUURZIXOORIORJVUHDG\WRJHWWKDWÀUVWFDPSÀUH
started. “Did you remember the Toblerone and strawberries?” their sister asked. Alas, I did not and we settled for
URDVWHGPDUVKPDOORZVYHUVXVWKHLUIDYRXULWHFDPSÀUHWUHDW
melted chocolate and fruit.
With my guys happily seeding on the holiday Monday, the
WZLQVDQG,WRRNDOLWWOHVLGHWULSDFURVVWKHÀHOGWKDW,VDLG
ZDVWKHÀUVWRQHZHVHHGHGODVW\HDU1RWKH\WROGPHWKLV
ZDV WKH VHFRQG ÀHOG VHHGHG ODVW \HDU ´5HPHPEHU *UDQGPDWKHÀHOGEHVLGHLWZDVVHHGHGÀUVWODVW\HDUEHFDXVHWKDW
was pea stubble.” Really? Well, whatever, and off we went,
through the creek where we saw a moose, a fox and several
ducks out swimming. Fortunately, we did not see any bear,
DOZD\VDSOXV,ÀJXUH$QGODVWO\DVWKHER\VSLFNHGXSDVHW
of antlers, they shouted, “There’s woodticks on here—female
ones and male ones.” Okay, so I have pulled a lot of woodticks off a lot of kids, cats and dogs, but I have never held one
up close enough or long enough to take that close of a look.
Who knew?
With seeding now in full swing (well, until it rains again),
the twins have planted their own crop of wheat. It’s a patch
about four feet by six feet, not far from the dog house. They
carefully fenced it off with some sticks and chicken wire,
though not quite enough chicken wire apparently. “Grand-

ma, do you have any chicken wire at your house in town?”
they came running to ask. “Sorry, guys, I am presently all out
RIFKLFNHQZLUHµ,WROGWKHPDQGWKHQVXJJHVWHGWKH\ÀQLVK
off with baler twine. And off they went in the side-by-side to
who knows where, returning moments later with a handful
of twine that very quickly was wrapped from post to post
at several different heights to create a barrier to dogs who
might dig up their ‘crop.’
And so, as I watched these two young farmers at work
and at play, I couldn’t help but think how their whole world
revolves around the farm. They had popped into my RV at
8:00 one morning, ready for a snack since breakfast had been
an hour or two before that and they had been out ‘working’
VLQFHWKHQ7KHLUGD\ZDVÀOOHGZLWKSHGDOELNLQJVLGHE\
VLGLQJJDWKHULQJFXWZRRGIRUWKHÀUHIHHGLQJ+VWHHUV
cutting lawn (oh that old-style environmentally friendly
push mower they got for their birthday was a big hit), playing ball, picking woodticks off the dogs, picking twine and a
multitude of who knows what. If those boys didn’t have to
go inside to eat, they would have spent the entire day outdoors just as their dad did on this same farm back in his day.
At the end of the day it was obvious to me that the twins
had found the day too short to get everything in that they
had hoped to because there was this dual groan from them
when their mom called them in Monday night at 8:00. “It’s
not even dark yet,” one said. “Wish there was no school tomorrow,” said the other, both nodding at that sentiment as
WKH\WUHNNHGVORZPRIURPWKHFDPSÀUHWRZDUGVWKHKRXVH
As I contemplate the enthusiasm these young farmers
show on the farm, I can’t help but think of the amount of information they absorb as they go about their day and about
the huge differences the farming industry has undergone
since I was their age. Remember seeding with the old press
drill? The days spent summerfallowing? Oh and how about
the days picking square bales by hand and then getting them
up the bale elevator into the loft? I am pretty sure my legs
still carry the scars of the old alfalfa bales we would pick every haying season.
<HVHYHU\WKLQJKDVFKDQJHGDQGLW·VQRWDOOEDG,ÀJXUH
After all if we had had a choice to work smarter and not
harder in our day, maybe we would have! Advances in technology will keep on growing exponentially and will be the
norm long after we are no longer farming. I am pretty sure
we will leave agriculture to very smart, tech-savvy, work
smarter/not harder farmers who will one day look back and
chuckle on how “it used to be done in the olden days.”
As we work our way through spring seeding 2022, here’s
hoping our farmer friends stay high and dry and that all
those in the ag industry, whether in sales or parts or buying grain or manufacturing or input supplies or whatever it
is will keep on seeing agriculture as an industry well worth
being part of.
Happy seeding folks!
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Gear up for
summer!
Choose from a bumper crop of 5,508+
agricultural items & counting!
Inspect and bid on a huge selection of farm
equipment, trucks, and more at upcoming
online-only unreserved auctions.
For complete listings, scan the QR code below to
see our Summer Auction Guide, or download it at
rbauction.com/farming

Use your camera
app to scan and
learn more.
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Changes to PST will beneﬁt farmers and ag industry
Amendments to the Provincial Sales Tax (PST) regulations will provide greater clarity to farmers and help
ensure that PST is applied fairly and consistently to farming and agricultural goods and services.
“After speaking with agricultural organizations in our
province, we heard concerns that PST was inconsistently
applied to farming and agricultural activity,” Deputy
Premier and Finance Minister Donna Harpauer said.
“The changes to the PST regulations will be more equitable, consistent and protect farmers against perceived
‘PST creep’ in farming activity.”
Effective April 1, 2022, new PST exemptions were made
through regulation changes. These exemptions include:
• prefabricated wind breaker panels for use in the protection and handling of livestock
LQVXODWRUVIRUHOHFWULÀHGOLYHVWRFNIHQFHV
• certain farm equipment attached to a registered vehicle
• on-farm dugout excavation and for trenching (in speFLÀFFLUFXPVWDQFHVUHODWHGWRIDUPLQJ
$GGLWLRQDOO\LWZDVFODULÀHGWKDWWKHIROORZLQJSURG-

ucts are also exempt from PST and are retroactive to
April 1, 2016:
• water storage tanks used in spraying or irrigating
crops
• storage tanks for weed control chemicals, insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, liquid fertilizer
DGMXYDQWVWKDWLPSURYHWKHLUHIÀFDF\RUDSSOLFDWLRQ
• portable seed cleaners used on-farm by farmers in
preparing their crop for storage or market (farmers in
the business of seed cleaning must pay PST on their seed
cleaning equipment)
• farm tractors
´:KLOHLQÁDWLRQDQGRSHUDWLQJFRVWVKDYHEHHQULVLQJ
the last couple of years, cattle producers, and all farmers,
simply cannot pass along higher costs including taxes,”
Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association Chair Arnold
Balicki said. “The recognition of this by the Government
of Saskatchewan when it comes to PST on several important farm related goods and activities is appreciated
by Saskatchewan’s cattle producers. Keeping this tax out
of the industry helps keep it on a level and fair playing
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ÀHOGPDNLQJXVPRUHFRPSHWLWLYHLQWKHORQJUXQµ
The estimated, annual cost of these changes is about
$1 million. The Ministry of Finance is also beginning discussions about modernizing the agriculture and farming
section of PST legislation, to potentially be considered in
future budgets.

A. Pethick Farm
& Custom Ag
Now offering:

CUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:

•
•
•
•
•

Custom Spraying
Custom Haying
Custom Swathing
Custom Combining
Dribble Band Fertilizing
Plus more! Please inquire!

Dr. Robert
DR.
Robert Kitchen
Kitchen MP
P
Souris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697 • www.drrobertkitchen.ca

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361

220626C1
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FCC ready to work with customers affected
by widespread flooding in Manitoba
Farm Credit Canada
(FCC) is prepared to work
with Manitoba customers
FRQFHUQHG DERXW ÀQDQFLDO
KDUGVKLSGXHWRWKHÁRRGLQJ FDXVHG E\ WRUUHQWLDO
UDLQIDOOVQRZPHOWDQGZDterway ice jams.
´:LGHVSUHDG ÁRRGLQJ
DORQJ WKH 5HG 5LYHU FRPELQHGZLWKKHDY\UDLQWKDW
UHFHQWO\EODQNHWHGSDUWVRI
ZHVWHUQ0DQLWREDKDVQRW
RQO\IRUFHGWKHHYDFXDWLRQ
RI VRPH FRPPXQLWLHV EXW
KDV DOVR GLVUXSWHG VRPH
farm operations during
WKLV FULWLFDO SODQWLQJ VHDVRQµVDLG6KDQQRQ:HDWKHUDOOVHQLRUYLFHSUHVLGHQW
of FCC’s Prairie operations. “We want to assure
FXVWRPHUVZKRÀQGWKHPVHOYHV ÀQDQFLDOO\ YXOQHUDEOHDVDUHVXOWRIWKHVHFLUFXPVWDQFHV WKDW )&& ZLOO
ZRUNZLWKWKHPWRH[SORUH
DOO RSWLRQV IRU DGGUHVVLQJ
DQ\ VKRUWWHUP FDVK ÁRZ
SUREOHPVµ

,WKDVEHHQDQH[WUHPHO\
FKDOOHQJLQJWLPHIRUPDQ\
producers across southern
0DQLWRED VLQFH PDQ\ RI
WKH VDPH DUHDV DOVR IDFHG
DGYHUVH JURZLQJ FRQGLWLRQV ODVW \HDU GXH WR
GURXJKWRUDODFNRIPRLVture in some regions that
UHGXFHG\LHOGVDQGFUHDWHG
higher input and feed costs
IRUOLYHVWRFNSURGXFHUV
FCC may consider adGLWLRQDO VKRUWWHUP FUHGLW
RSWLRQV GHIHUUDO RI SULQFLSDO SD\PHQWV DQGRU
RWKHUORDQSD\PHQWVFKHGXOHDPHQGPHQWVWRUHGXFH
WKH ÀQDQFLDO SUHVVXUHV RQ
producers affected by the
ÁRRGLQJ)&&ZLOODOVRRIIHU ÁH[LELOLW\ DQG D FRPbination of options based
RQWKHLQGLYLGXDOQHHGVRI
LWV FXVWRPHUV VLQFH HDFK
IDUP ÀQDQFLDO VLWXDWLRQ LV
unique.
“The risk of extreme
ZHDWKHU LV DOZD\V WRS RI
PLQG IRU SURGXFHUV EXW

there are times when compounding circumstances
FDQ RYHUZKHOP HYHQ WKH
strongest risk management
SODQµ :HDWKHUDOO VDLG
´)&&LVKHUHWRSURYLGHWKH
ÁH[LELOLW\ FXVWRPHUV QHHG
to make it through these
situations and get their
EXVLQHVVHVEDFNRQWUDFNµ
Customers affected by
ÁRRGLQJDUHHQFRXUDJHGWR
FRQWDFWWKHLU)&&UHODWLRQship manager or the FCC
&XVWRPHU 6HUYLFH &HQWUH
at 1-888-332-3301 as soon
DVSRVVLEOHWRGLVFXVVWKHLU
LQGLYLGXDO VLWXDWLRQ DQG
options.

0 FOR 60 MONTHS
%

Yorkton Auction Centre
Planning on selling
some Equipment or
having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?
Give our Sales Manager a call today!
Trenth Guenther: 306-621-4739

www.yacauctions.com

10:tfc

Custom Silage
Chopping

Introducing Vermeer N-series balers - the newest models in the ﬂagship line from
the company that started it all. Heavy-duty components provide superior strength
and durability. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and
auto lube system further extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best
distribution network in the industry. Vermeer 604N/605N balers are here to stay.

Pierson, MB

Full or Partial
Service Available

204-634-2293
sales@leesservice.ca

www.leesservicecentre.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.
SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - NOON

PRE-OWNED

Vermeer
605N
Net/Twine

TED
204.512.0754

$34,900

NEW!

NEW!

Farm King CX2-1041 Auger

Vermeer VR1224 Rake

Call for Pricing!

Reach 28,000 households
with one ad in Plain & Valley!

NEW!

306-435-2445 • www.plainandvalley.com

Farm King 14-Wheel Rake

Call for Pricing!

NEW!

Anderson IFX720 Inline Wrapper

Call for Pricing!

Call for Pricing!

NEW!

Anderson RB590HS Bale Wrapper

Call for Pricing!

52

Plain and Valley

Summer
Specials

2017 Ford Expedition

Q

$

44,951

Q
Q

$

Q

$

179 PER WEEK

2017 Chevrolet Silverado
69,000 kms
Great Colour
5.3L

Q
Q

$

Q

$

176 PER WEEK

Q
Q

$

57,900

Q

$
$

209 PER WEEK

Q

$

159 PER WEEK

STOCK# 9T305A

XTR
3.5L
95,000 kms

Q
Q

$

159 PER WEEK

43,900
$

STOCK# 2T016B

Great on Gas
Only 9,000 kms
Outer Banks

44,900

Q

Celebration
Creation
Spray-In Liner
40,000 kms

Q

$

159 PER WEEK

45,900

Q

214 PER WEEK

30,900

Room for 7
Local Trade
149,000 kms

Q
Q
Q

$
$

139 PER WEEK

#ShopMoosomin

22,900

Guy Wall

(306) 435-0215

1-800-880-4533

164 PER WEEK

STOCK# 2S073A

Sport
One Owner
Trade
Celebration
&HUWLÀHG

$

$

2014 Hyundai Santa Fe

STOCK# 2S051A

59,900

176 PER WEEK

2020 Ford Ranger
Q

2016 Ford Explorer
Q

99 PER WEEK

2017 Ford F-150
Q

$

Q

SAL ES–

$

STOCK# 2T023A

Q

$

134 PER WEEK

26,999

2021 Ford Bronco

Lariat
Ecoboost
42,000 kms

CELEBRATION
– F O R D

345 PER WEEK

STOCK# 1T076A

Q

$

39,900

2020 Ford F-150
Q

$

$

Q

$

STOCK# 2T076B

Twin Panel
Moonroof
5.0L V8
Lariat Sport

$

39,900

2019 Ford F-150
Q

Q

3.6L V6
Fun to Drive
80,000 kms

Q

$

Q

$

Q

STOCK# 2T020A

STOCK# 2P070

Q

43,900

96,999

Q

Sport App
3.5L
New Tires

Q

2018 Chevrolet Colorado

STOCK# 2P086

Q

36,999

STOCK# 2T061A

Q

$

$

15,000 kms
Great on gas
Auto

Q

2017 Ford F-150

Lariat Sport
6.7L
Power Stroke
23,000 kms

Q

45,999

Q

2021 Ford F-350

STOCK# 2T031A

One Owner
King Ranch
Two-Tone &
Classy

Q

179 PER WEEK

STOCK# 1S280A

Yeah it’s a
Hemi
Crew Cab
Lots of Extras

Q

$

2019 Chevrolet Cruze

STOCK# 2P047

99,000 kms
Perfect for
Summer Trips
3.5L Ecoboost

Q

2017 Ford F-150
Q

2019 RAM 1500

STOCK# 1S277A

Q

June 2022

$

119 PER WEEK
Eli Tremblay

(306) 434-9101

306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK • www.celebrationford.com

We have lot s of

İ
ã
²
ù
¡
E
ĥ
¡
x

E
ã
x¡ࡴíù²

!
y
a
d
o
t
e
m
o
h
it
e
Tak
LIMITED QUANTITIES

s & Stoves
& Dr yers | Fridge
rs
he
as
W
|
ls
na
io
Mattresses | Sect

306-435-2154

shop from home @

zaylie.ca

All proper precautions will be taken for delivery.
Payment available over the phone or e-transfer

FURNITURE • BEDDING
BEDDING • •appliances
APPLIANCES
FURNITURE

815 BROADWAY AVE. MOOSOMIN, SK
STORE HOURS:
10 AM - 5 PM MONDAY - FRIDAY
10 AM - 3 PM SATURDAYS

